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INTRODUC TION

Barry Fleming is a "middle of the road Souwthern
novelist™ who has shown literary skill and a very real. |
talent in his writings. There 1s a wide diversity of themes
in his nine novels. The steady, quiet quality of his work
and a strong Southerm flaver give his bm & um‘w
that makes them distinctive. Recause of & pereonal intérest
in his works and their contribution to a better wmderstand-
ing of the South, the writer has undertaken this study of
¥r, Pleming's 1ife and his works. It also scemed advantageous
to bring together !n owe place the biographieal and bidlio-
myua:l material on ¥r. Fleming.

The first ochapter presents the life of Berry Fleming.
Born in 1899, he 1s A contemperary suthor whe has writtem
three consecutive novels dealing with polities and social 1ife
in Ceorgia., Although the novels are localised they have a
universal appeal. In his bilographical sketoh it will be
.nobed that bis early 1lifs spent in the South, his fopmal
‘education in New Bmgland, and his wide travels combine to
give an ©b jectivity and perepective to his writings about

var1 ¥, walaviags, "Berry Fieming,” Nilsen Library
Bulletin, XXVII Mm‘:-;:'lm‘;?m. !
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the South. Attentiom wlll alse be focused on his influence
in the politieal reforms in his native Augusta, Georgia.

. The standard diographigal tocls were used in the
preparation of Chapter I. Two personal interviews were hald
with ¥pr. Fleming, during which he was most gracious and help~
ful in supplying additional information.

The second chapter presents a shromeclogical vumvml
of his nowvels, with deseriptive annotstions and a l.mr
of the critlical opiniens of the reviewers.

Following the sumsary, & bibliography gives a
complete 1ist of Mp., Fleming's books and short stories plus
the sources uwsed in compiling this paper.



CHAPTER 1
THE LIFE OF BERRY PLEMING

In 1790 the great-greategrandfather of Jiles Berry
Fleming brought his family to Georgia from Virginia to
settle near the Savannah River about twenty miles northwest
of Auguata. His grandfather, Porter, was a cotteom factor
in Augusta, lu-ry'l. father, after the death of the grand-
father, carried on the family business.

J1les Berry Fleming was borm March 19, 1809, in
Augusta, Georgla, the som of Porter Fleming and Daisy Belden
{Berry) Fleming. Ne waas given the malden name of his meother,
which has been s¢o of ten mistakenly called nu-rrol

The love of good literature and a flair for writing
were evident in his family as early as the eighteenth
eentury.

The Moragnes,maternal ancesters of Mr., Fleming, came
to the Amerioan Cclonles from Framce in 1760, settling in
Charlsston, South Caroline, This was during the Huguenot
exodus from Prance, Sincs Charleston, populated dy the
Fnglish, tended %o be fmhospitahle to the Huguenots, they

- lgap) ¥, Waldridge, "Berry Fleming," Nilsen Librery
Bulletin, XXVII (February, 1963), 414,
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settled farthor up in South Carclina, near New Bordeaux.
¥y great aunt, Mary Elizabeth Moragne, wreote a novel,
The British Elrtiu.n , that was published serially in
Igg%_ﬁ_rzk_u about 1840 and subsequently
publishe form. During the next two or three
years she wrote & number of stories that were published

in the Mirror andthe !on{itld Orion, Her poetry was
published as from unme ds ., She was
living then in the New Bordeaux~Aibbe e section of

South Carolina near the Savannah River.

The British Partizan, now in the Library of Congress,
is a love story of the Revolutiomary period in South
Carolina. It is stated in the preface of the book that her
stlylo approaches more nearly the atyle and genius of Sir
Welter Scott than any other novel that had yet been written
this side of the Atlantioc.

Whether Miss Moragne showed literary promise or
not, her pen was stilled when she married a minister who
objeated to her writing "those lies” as he called her
fictional works,

The Savannah fuwr, a cloudy red ribbon twisting
through a rich cotton belt and forming & natural boundary
between South Carolina and Georgia, forms an bistorieal
link between the gentlewoman of the early 1800's, who laid
aside her pen for the love of her husband, and her de-
scendant, a twentieth century author whose sensitive,
earnest writings have brought him deserved recognitiem.

Mr. Fleming's childhood was that of any Southern

linterview with Berry Fleming, Pebruary 21, 1968.



boy of well-to-do parents. Eis interests were varied, but
by the time he entered the Acsdamy of Richmond County he
had strong leanings toward the rleld of literature. I_Qoﬂ.
Stevensomn, Cooper, Pos filled his leisure hours with
adventure. It is interssting to note that his very first
novel was an exolting Ses story of a daring bucsaneer.

He was content to attend the looal public schoals,
but sinee a cousin of hils was attending Middlesex Sehoel,
4t Concord, Massachusetts, his parents decided to enreoll
Berry there too. He was nod mhpw’nt leaving Augusta,
nor was he particularly elated to be golng.

There were mental and smotiomal Aﬁjﬂhﬁh te be
made, changing seo uddcnl{tto such a different

enviromment, but I liked 4t Riobmond Asademy
in those days you didn't go round admitting you

Rtk b e Rttt e
% but esex it seemd
n g to do.
An average student, Berry gradvated from Middlesex
in June, 1018; then following & summer at camp with the
Harvard ROTC, be enlisted in the Army. He was at Port
Monree im Officers Trainimg School when the Armistice was
signed in November. FHe completed the ocourss, and, was
ominiqncd a seoond Lieutenant in February.
As 1s often true, instructors can stimulate and
inspire interest in their subject-matter. Nr. Fleming now enrel*-~

ed in Hapvard, found encouragement in creative writing from

1num.- with Berry Fleming, February 3, 1088.



the English prefessors. The study of history seemed to
hold l1ittle interest for him at the time, though many of his
novels are rich in historical background.

While at Harvard, Mr, Fleming affiliated himself
with a group of students interested in ert and paintiﬁg.
48 he became more deeply Interested, he began to entertain
the idea of following painting as a ocareer. In addition
t0 his painting, he drew cartoons and wrote articles for
the college papers, He was an editor of the Lampoon and of
the Advocate. During this time Mr. Fleming wrote a number
of articles about the college and college life that were
printed in the New York Evening Post.

After graduating from Harvard in 1922, Mr. Fleming
returned to Augusta and began writing for the dally paper,
the Augusta Chroniele. Painting was still the first

interest in his life, however, and writing was merely a
pleasant pastime. When a friend from Boatom, a former
Harvard elassmate, wrote that he was golng to New York to
live, he and ¥r. Fleming decided to take an apartment to-
gether,

I left Augusta with the intention eof studying at the
Art Students lLeague and setting the world on fire as
a painter. Unfortunately--or fortunately, how can
you tell?~--my classmate had a friend who wis a real
painter, real enough to need a free lodging when

bhe visited New York, and he took no pains to disguise
the dim view he held of my canvases. It was thirty-
five years hofert I dared present myself to the Art
Students League. ’

interview with Berry Fleming, February 21, 1988,
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During the time that Ir.‘!'l’uling was working im
Augusta, he had written about half of his first novel The

Conqueror's Stone. He was far enough along on his novel teo
arouse the interest of a publisher. He pushed his easel
and brushes into a corner and, guleting his desire to paint,
turned full interest on his writing. In addition to the
work em his novel, be contributed articles to Life, which
was then a magasine somewhat like the New Yorker today, and
to the British publiecatien, Punch. _

While visiting friends one evening he met Anne
Shirley Meolloy, & young Southern girl from Lexingtom,
Kentucky., Miss Molloy, a graduate of Smith College, was
then working at King's Features Syndicate. In additiem %o
being fellow=Southerners, they soon Adiscovered that they
had many interests in common. From that evening on they
began to see each other often; and on August 12, 1926, the
two were married., Returning to New York after a month in
England, they rented an apartment on Eleventh Street.

Mr., Fleming's father died in 1026 before Berry's
first novel was published. His father may have wanted
Berry to remain at home and take over the family business, .
a8 had been dome for two generations; if sueh, however, were
his yearnings, he never voised them. His philoseophy was
a somnd one: the only way to get satlafaoction out of life
is for each person to do what most appeals to him.

Since Mr, Fleming's sister was living in Augusta



end their mother would not be alone, the young couple re=-
turned to New York, leaving soon for a two years atay in
Europe. Once there, they bought a small sar and drove every-~
where -- storing for future use the continental atmosphere
of remembered impressions, scenes, characters, experiences.
These later produced the material for his second novel, Visa
to Frnnco,. His travels contributed to the unusuel per-
spective that enhances all of Mr. Fleming's work,

Upon their return to New fork, ¥r, Fleming rented
& small one-roam office on Fifty-ninth Street, "A
miserable place," his memory tells him; but perhaps its
very drabness gave wings to his fancy, since 1t was there
be wrote The Square Root of Valentine, & philosophical,
fanciful novel.

After the Book was published, Nr. and Nrs, Fleming
made & change from the brisk pace of glittering New York to
the slow, easy gait of his home town. Returning to Augusta
in 1932, they rented a home near his Mother, The warm,
heady sweetness of the Southern summer was conducive to
the writing of his next novel, appropriately entitled
Siesta., The Flemings remalned in Augusta almost two years,
during which time Mr. Fleming completed the novel which was
published in 1936 inm both American and British editioms.

Returning to New York in 19635, Mr. Fleming went to
a small twelfth floor office on Forty-second Street. Even
while the metallic ring of the typewriter bounced agalnst
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the walls of the little office, the memories of the South
seemed 30 settle over the mid-Manhatban plecture beyond his

window, A new novel, To the larket P;lu_,; began to take
shape, shifting South an& ¥orth in 1ts scenes and viewpolnts
and presenting a story of young Scoutherners leaving their
bagkgrounds for the oxclﬁemnta of New York. The book
deals with the lure of the big city and with the outlanders -
the Southermers, the New Englanders, the middle-Westerners -
who make their way to New York, each seeking to find his
own way of life,
It seemed to worry Mr. Fleming that the magnitude
of New York was so great 1t was impossible for one to take
advantage of all the city had to offer. He thought he »
might write better books if he trled some other pimnj that
things to write sbout might be "fresher, less intpllectual -
1zed" away from New York. "The material was there, but I
could not get close enough to 1t to write about 1g.71
Another thing that prompted the retprn to the South
was the feeling that his daughter, Shirley, now aboif nine,
should have some place she copld ¢all home and to which she
could "pelong." They coveted for thelr daughter the secure,
¢lose family and community 1ife that they both had lmown.?
The Flemings drove from New York back to the fast

l1pa
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growing town on the banks of the Savannah River. Mr.
Fleming's mother had dled in 1935, and the home was empty.
Unahle to sell or rent it, they decided to move in and stay
there until they could dispose of it. It wasn't long, how-
ever, before the family felt the spell of home and the easy
routine that 1s so much a part of the 3outhj thus thq
gradually deeided to settle permsnently there, Shirley
loved the big house, the friendly people, and felt truly a
sense of "belonging” in this town where her father had
lived, and his father and grandfather before him. This was
quite different from the impersomal ntmocpboro. of the
metropolitan area. :

Shirley went away to school at Chatham Hall in
Virginia and, l1ike her mother, om %o SIitﬁ College whers
8he recelved her Master of Arts degrese in music.b She
bas repeated in part the lives of both her father and mother,
for she too has geme "to the market place.” . At preaent she ‘
is living in New York and writes for bthe magazine Hi-Fi

Music at Home.

Back in Augusta again, Mr. Fleming's main interest
was to get in touch with the town. Thinking the newspaper
might be the best place, he began to write a weekly column
for the Augusta Chronicle. Entitled "The Watchtower," the

liniq.
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column dealt prineipally with eriticism of musfe and movies.
Mr. Fleming f..l;-fhlt he might never heve run into & true
ploture of the political situation bad he not been working
on the paper.

Interested in the mechanics of munieipal gavirnnnat,
he became increasingly indignant at the politiecal irregulari-
ties going on in his native Augusta. 3Shocked at the
conditions, he made an effort through his column to stir
the people out of their lethargy. He instigated the
organization of the Augusta Citlzens Union, an organized
group of citizens that was finally instrumental in overthrow-
ing the politiecal machine.

A Book of the Month Club selection, his 591-1,
Colonel Effingham's Rald, in many respects runs ﬁmllol to
his experiences during this period. The beook tells of the

reforms wronged and irate citizens can bring about when
properly led. |

Mr. Fleming is a tall, gquiet msn, always coumpletely
at sase. He has a slow, studied manner of speaking that
belles the forcefulness of his character. Not content
merely to write about the wrongs and 1lls of the South and
his home town, he has proved himself willing and capable of -
actively doing something to right these wrongs. He fervently
believes that we cannot have good government unless the
citizens will watch and take an interest in it. 1t seemed
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te bim that his fellow citizens, sc ready to do big things
for their comntry during World War II, tendsd to hang dagk
when it came to fighting for good government in their own

home town.l

Mr, Fleming 414 not return %o his native Augusta
just becssuse 1t may have been a more conducive atmoaphere
for writing, but he asswmed his responsibility as a citizen
and became an integral part of the life of the community.
In addition to his organmiszing the Augusta Citizens Uniem
and serving, first as president, then as treasurer, he
bas taken an active part in other sivie lrhlr-. holding
such offices as member of the Board of Trustees of the
Academy of Richmond County, member of the Library Board,
ssrving as preaident of this Board in 1943. He h“ also
been a member of the board of the Augusta Art Club.

A rapid flow of dignified humor characterizes: Mr.
Fleming's writings. HNis books are clean and wholesome and
written with metisulous care. Ne knows his South and his
Southerner, although he has enough detachment oceasionally
to poke quiet fun at their aristoeratie ouviottml.' He
has traveled widely, living abroad amd in New Yorkj; this
seems to give him a perspective in his writings that few
authors attain. MNest of his readers attempt to make

1mp s
fRock of the Month Club News, December 1051. .
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Augusta the setting for his later novels and have tried te
read parts of his life into his characters. MNr, Fleming
admits that | ‘

e » » a1l of my activities can be readily traced

in the books I have written, as well a8 all the . -

other detalls of my life - if you know how teo

trace.

Most of Mr. Fleming's writing is done in his study
at home, Aetually his study looks more like an artist's
studio; slthough he laid aslide his brushes in 1923 in New
York, he has now begun to paint again. In March 1068 he
had a ahow at the Comntry Art Gallery in Westbury, Long
Island.

Mr. Fleming 1s an extremely modest man, somewhat
reticent to talk about himself or his bYocks, He admits %o
working on three manuacripts at the present time, working
on them at bis wsual wnhurried pace,

Writing 18 an important thing to me and I do the
best job I can. I take as long as necessary to do
the job well and if I find I can't make the book
work, I let 1t go.Z2 -

Concerning the completion of his three books Mr.
Fleming declares he may never finish them.

I am interested in them; I feel they have real
potentialitiens., But T also feel there 1s nob

much public interest in the sort of books I write,
I have never compromised by consclously lowering

lInterview with Berry Fleming, February 3, 1958.

gIntcrviav with Berry Fleming, February £1, 19868.
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a book's .quality in order to appeal te a wlder
public; the books are as good as I know how to
make them. Some of them, frankly, better; hetter,
I am afraid, than I knmow how to write now. I

have lost the touech, lost, alse, the lomng~burning
enthusiasm it takes to settle into a plece of work
that you kmow 1is going to regquire two or three
years to complete. Two or three hours, with luek,
are enough for a watercolor,

And after all, since I started out almost egually
drawn to writing and painting and wrote books for
thirty years, perhaps I owe the next thirty to
painting. Suppose we say I hope %o pubiil quite
& remarkable novel in the fall of 1987,

This valuable integrity that is found in all of Nr.
Fleming's writings 1s &s much a part of his life as the
South about which he writes.

Whether he is using the artist's palette and easel
or his small grey typewriter and bond paper, he 1s creating
true to life plctures that make & valuable contribution teo

the fleld of twentieth century literature.




CHAPTER II

AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
THE NOVELS OF BERRY FLEMING

Since the publication of Mr. Fleming's first novel
in 1927, he has written eleven books, nine of which are

novels, His other two books are gchronologies: 199 Years of

the Augusta Library and Autebiography of a Colony.  In

addltion he has been a frequent contributor to various news-

papers and magazines such as The New York Evening Post, Life,

Harper'!s, the British publication Punch, and many others.
There will be an inclusion of his two chronologles
in the final bibliography. The scope of this paper,however,
does not include a consideration of his numerous cm’fribut:l»mu
to periodicals and newspapers. HEis thre® short stories will
be listed, but not annotated.
Chapter II will present his novels aa a notable
contribution to twentieth century literature, with comments
on his literary style and the eritical reviews as appearing
in the Book Review Digest. Additional reviews were secured

from the press olippings in possession of Mr. Fleming.

The novels, briefly annotated, are arranged in
chronological order according to the copyright date of each
title. As has been shown in the preceeding chapter, there

15
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is a close correlation between Mr. Fleming's personal life
and the themes of his writings. For this reason 1t appears
logical to annotate his novels in & chronologleal order,
rather than grouping them according to type.

The Cannoror'l Stonel

mho firet of Berry Fleming's novoln, published
April 23, 1927, 1s the action-filled story of a Carolinian
pirate of 1768, "He was the mildeat mannered men that ever
scuttled ship or eut throat" are the lines quoted by Mr.
Fleming in the introduction of his boock, summariszing aptly
the character of the protagonist, Nicholas Wd.nn.g

Nicholas lived on the coast of South Careolina un¢il,
at the impressionable age of thirteen, his father tock him
to England, enrolling him in a boarding school there. Even
at thirteen Nicholas was very headstrong and deflamt. Since
his ideas of education were extremely at odds with those of
his parents and school masters, he ran away from the board-
ing gchool. Nothing more is heard of him until seventeen
years later he appears as first mate on a pirate brig.
Pursned by the British forces half-way across the Atlantie,
the pirate ship glides into an inlet not far from Nischolas'
home in the Carolinas.

1 (New York: John Day Company, 1927).

Zyew York Times Book Review, May 8, 1927, p. 2B.




17

Nicholas, a ruthless man, has no misgivings as he
kills bis pirate shipmates, appropriates the chest of gold,
and sets out for his parents' home with his black servant
Daniel and & mysterioua Captain Quinm.

His parents are delighted to see their long lost
son but, while the bappy rewnion is in progress, the British
vessels also put in at port. in intense hunt gets underway
as the Brisish try to find the notoriocus pirate captain,

With a suave coolness, Nicholas offers his servises
to the British In tracking down the pirates. The avdacity
of this proposal and his subsequent daring escapades give
suspense and excitement to the neovel.

The Gongueror's Stone was well reseived and Mr.
Fleming hailed as ", , . a young writer of wholly remarkable
promise."> The New York Times stated that the novel

1s written more ably than the works of many a writer
with an established following. ¥hile of course the

theme can lay no claim to novelty . . » Mr. Fleming
has handled his material in an individueal manner

that instantly arrests attention and one can feel

wvhat ome too often migses in current flotione- thl.
persconality of the writer animating the work . . .

The dignified humor that characterizes many of Mr, Fleming's

later writings 1s prevelant in his first novel as noted in

the Boston Fvening Tramseripts "It 1s an absorbing story,
1james Branch Cabell, New 8 B »

Septembar 11, 1027, p. 18,

Bhew ¥ 8 Book HReview, May 8, lﬂﬁ! pe 28.
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and excellent, and humorously written."l

It was the general opinion of the reviewers that
Mr. Fleming showed a deftness of characterigzation in Nicholas
¥aine, skillfully weaving into the story breathtaking action
and suspense.® There are some unexplained facts in the plot
and in some instances too much detail of codes and maps.®
In general, however, The Cengueror's 8 was omldn.roa a

superb first offering worthy .of note.

Visa to Prance?

Clement was a young American who for many years had
aspirations to writé a novel. Im his attempt he is side-
tracked by many things. Pirit, he is young and there seems
to be an endleas round of places to go and things to do-~dis-
tractions which Clement always welcomed. Oocktail parties,
tennis games, lovely girls, and country club dances were
put firat in his life. Then Clement feéll in love and
married, after which he found a routine centered around his
home that left him 1ittle time or inolinatien te start on

his novel.

lgoston Evening Transeript, aAugust 3, 1927, p. 6.

2414 week Plotorial, June 16, 1927, (Review from the
press n]ipp&i 5 %. Berry Fleming). ,

3‘!0: York Times Book Review, May 8, 1927, p. R2.

‘(l.' York: Dombleday, Doran Cempany, 1830).
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In & final burst of enthuslasm, Clement engaged a
villa at the resort of Les Planches-sur-Mer, determined to
avold distractions and accomplish his literary mission. He
goes alone except for two essentlals: his fat cook and his
dust covered typewriter,

The usual distractions, which he secretly coveted,
did not appear, C(lement justified hia.proOraltinntian by
not being able to'find the perfect French hore@ﬁo. The
Englishmen, Amarieann, French, Itallians, ;nd aorynaq who are
guests at the resort would furnish plot material fer any
novelist, but 1t never occurs to Clement to write about
theae people.

Mr, Fleming us;i Clement Train as a baating thread
to draw together the personal lives of these 1n§ornntionll 4
guests, The plan of the bock 1i caswal, tonarding to the

New Yorker, and,

« o+ « 1ts people are indolent and gocd-natured, but
its Alssertations on the minor aspects of inter-

national manners are shrewd, amusing, and light-hoartod.l

Other reviewers also stressed the lightness and

galty of Visa to France,

It 18 a gay book, a regularly gay book without at
all being another of the numerous and d.prclaint
"funny" books . . .Visa to Pranece doesn't take 1t-
self too hard but 1t should be very gratefully
recelived by a public which does not often get a book
of such gay intent so beautifully turned out.®

lxq' Yorker, VI (May 24, 1930), 42.

®Saturday Review of Literature, VI (June 21, 1830),

1140.
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The New York Times stated:

This engaging book is one that ecan be put aside

and picked up again at any hour for an entertaining
chapter. Yet few will close the covera until Train
turns over in the sand and mumbles drowisly, "4h
welll For God's sake qult worrying about the worlat"l

The reviewers gesmed lsss enthusiastiec about Mr.
Fleniing'a second novel., Louils Kronenberger in the Bookman
felt that, although Visa to France was engagingly written,

« « o here and there it spurts with amusement, them
falls back into longueurs, There 1s some really
¢clever and eultivated discussion of America and
Europe g but on the whole it lacks ocharacteri~
gation,

Isabel Paterson of the New York Herald Tribune

thought "the plot imprcbable and un.‘-.mpm'tmn:."8 All
reviewers seemed in agreement, however, that the novel was
Tresh, witty, and intriguing. A book completely different

from The Congueror's Stone, Visa to Frange has been
classified as a book of sophiltieatad humor, depleting

realistically poignant tragedy beneath the 3113’:01-.‘5

The Sguare Root of ,Valontino‘

Valentine had a very stable background,;  He was a

Harvard graduate from a goed family of average wealth.

lyew York Times Book Revliew, May 25, 1930, p. 8.
szI.cmiu Kronenberger, Bookman, LXXI (July, 1930), 442,

51-:1:01 Paterson, New York Herald Tribune Books,
May 14, 1930, p. 4.

‘(ﬂu York: W, W, Norton Company, 1832).
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Ee stepped from college to a promising position on Wall
Street, At first glance one would think Valentine hgd_ovory—
thing., He had a charming wife, a large suburban home, but

he also had the alarming habit of losing his job every mid~
summer.

Each year he heard the faint, alluring tinkle of a
bell that led him to do absurd things campletely allien to
his character. The bell always brought a vague restless=~
ness, a stirrlng of never-known memories.

Hearing the bell, Valentine arose at three one morn-
ing to see how the world looked so early in the day. He
found 1t to be & confusing, fascinating place. Absurdities
seemed normal to him and, reluctant to rutim home , he
solved his inner conflict by taking the square root of him-
self,

There 1s amusing satire on Wall Street, religiom,
science, art, and love woven into this mad aunm;r excursien.t

Enthusiastic reviews lauded Mr. Fleming for his
exquisitely accurate writing.® Harrlett Sampson in the New
York Herald Tribune acclaims the book as "one of suyperior

cleverness. The wit has alacrity and the phrn-ia carry

surprise,"®

1l
New York Times Book Review, March 13, 1932, p. 5.

zchriltophcr Morley, Book of the Maonth Club News,
March, 10382,

Bﬂariett Sampson, New York Herald Tribune Books,
Mareh 13, 1932, p. 16.
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The New York Times stated:

Mr. Pleming's humor resides in a certain delicacy of
touch and of imagination; in & quiet inconseguence and
a perfectly quiet and serious deseription of preposter-
ous incidents; and in the sclemm and logleal

out of hair-brained arguments worthy te be ranked with
those of the Mad Eatter's Tea Party.l |

Mr. Fleming has shown himself & master in his ability
to cover deep thinking with a delicate touch of humor. As

expressed by Robert Nathan in the Saturday Review of Liver-
ature,”". . . the book is rich with thought and lowd with

humor." 2
The main oriticism to the novel was also volged by
Mr. Nathan: _
Mr. Pleming has not written his book a3 well as he

might. He has allowed himself to go slack at times
to appear loose and careless, even to D8 dull . . 8

31estat
With his fourth novel Nr. Fleming begins his
emorgencs as & pertn'pr of 'ﬂlh.pi’:‘r,‘ Southern life.
Siesta is less & novel than 1§ l1s a series of intimate closs
glimpses 1nto the lives of the people of a small Southern
community.

FY

1!«- York Times Book Review, March 13, 1832, p. B.

)
Albert Nathan, Saturday Review of Literature, VIII
(March 26, 1932), 618, |

®In1g.

‘(lu York: Harcours, Brace and Company, 1838).
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Mr, Fleming streolls ilnte Goorfotm Alabama on
June 4, and remains there until September 4 of a
summer characterized by an 'empty, bloodless sort
of heat, timeless, aam if that part of the world
bad ceased to move and were lying out there
motionless under the sum.' There he remains, so
to speak, with his hands in his pockets, lasily
reporting on the lives and neu?a of a group of
the principal inhabitants. « . «» .

The coomunity as a whole and the lives of the
individuals who comprise the community are thrown open to
the reader. One seema to feel the loneliness of Widow
Pickens and the yearning of young Nora to break away fram
family ties. Southern problems and Southern attitudes are
shown subtly through the characters.

He M., Jonea brought out the objectivity of MNr.
Fleming's pleture of the 3ocuth in his review in the

Saturday Review of Literature, stating that the bdook

e s+ » is as impartial a portrait of a Southern town as I
have seen in print."®

Praising Mr., Fleming's work aleng the same lines
is the review appearing in the New York Herald Tribune:

Silesta 1s a book drawn from true American aocurces

an intense realism achieved more by subtle ¢ i=
cation than ferthright explication--and a truthful
ploture of how the present generation in desp Dixie
lives, loves and thinks. It is just as authentically
American a document as ‘Main Street'--but a 'Main
Street' south of the Mason and Dixon Line.d

IH. M, Jones, Saturday Review of Literature, XI

(april 6, 1935), 590.

2rpia.

"% Ls Tinker, New York Herald Tribume Books,
April 7, 1935' Pe 4. .
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Lewls Gannett, writing also for the New York Herald
Tribune had this to say about Mr, Fleming's style of
writing:

Slesta 1s a deftly written book with a teebnigque
sometimes reminds one of Dos Passos, but is

more skillful; a pilty that is missing from Caldwell

storles; a warmth all its own. . . » It may be

the best book by & young Southermer since Evelyn

Scott wrote "The Narrow House,"l

All of the reviews were in agreement that Siesta
was a good and truthful portrayal of the South,® The
maln ¢riticism was tﬁat there aseemed to be no focal point

for attentiom,

Since the accident of place forms the only important
connection and since no single story stands out from
the others as a focus -of attention, the emphasis
of the novel 1s necessarily scattered. ., . th.s
action of a dogen novels into the space of one.

To the Market Plaoe"

.In the glemorous days of the late 1020's New York
becomes the foeal point for & group of young people frem the
South. They converge in New York, the "Market Place” at
which they hope to sell their talents. Mr. Fleming weaves
his story around the lives of these young people in their

lLowia Gannett, New York Herald Tribune, April 4,
1%5, Pe 17.

2&:1 Loveman, Saturday Review of Ei terature, XI
(april 6, 1938), B99.

alu York Times Book Review, April 14, 1935, p. 7.

4(llow York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1938).
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quest for self-mnderstanding and selfe-expression.

The novel concerns itself with the individual lives
of 1ts characters loosely inter-weaving one with the other,
Owen's efforts to become a painter are frustratingly halted
at the death of his father. Finding the family business
more or less thrust upon him, he comes to a new and deeper
realization of family tles and old traditioms. After a few
years spent in his native South, the magnetic spell of New
York diminishes. Just as Owen's sense of values changes 80O
does that of the other characters in thc‘ novel.,

The main unfaveorable comment was that the characters
seemed of little interest or importance, tending to be al-
most dull at times,.l Cenversely, Harriet Amndersom thought
To the Market Place

+ « o« One of the most interesting and 1ntolligent
novels that have appeared in & long while. The
narrative action and suspense are absorbing enough to
Justify high pralse of the story alone. But there is
as well observation of character . . agute and deep
and talk full of ovartanel that satisfy the
contemplative mind.

H., M. Jones 1in the Saturday Review of Literature

touches on one of the high points 1in all of Mr. Fleming's
works--his extremely vivia descriptions. Particulary
noteworthy was the opening scene in To the Market Place.

v

ICmmvoal, XXIX (November 11, 1938), 79.

“Harristt Anderson, New York Herald Tribume, October
30, 1938, p. 60.
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Mr. Fleming also has a feeling for conversation and an ear

for the American lingo.l -,
The reviews in general were favorable, although the

characters may not have been s¢ sharp as in other of Mr.

Flemings's works,

Colenel Effingham's Haid®

Colonel W. Seaborn Effingham, United States Army,
Retired, was smoldering mad, Not one to bear his anger in
sllence, the force of it echoed throughout the valleys and
hills of Fredericksville, Georgla, His army uniforms hang-
ing in moth proof bags didn't mean that his willingness to
fight for democracy was retired and stored away too.

Returning to his native Fredericksville he was
appalled at the state of affairs., The local politieal
machine was well-olled with the citizens'! misused money.
Determined to smoke out these politicians, the old Colemel
rallied his forces to fight for the return of justiece and
democracy. The townspeople soon found that Colonel Effingham
could lead a group of civilians just as well a3 he had
commanded a division of soldlers,

The plot evolves around the politicians' plans to
build a new eclty hall. Although the present structure was

7 M. Jones, Saturday Review of Literature, XIX
(October 20, 1938), 5,

2 (New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1943).
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substantial, lovely, completely adequate in size, it was
ncnetheless "condemned." Cousins and in-laws were to be
granted fat econtracts. Colonel Effingham, however, with
the help of an aroused citizenry, saved the building and
the taxpayers' money.

This is probably the best known of Mr. Fleming's
novels, for in addition to being a Book of the Month Club
selection it was also made into a movie. The reviewers
enthuslastically commended Mr. Fleming for his satirical
style of humor and his interpretation of a small town's
political problems.

Colonel Effingham's Raid is excellent satire and,
ITke all good satire, 1t expertly blends contraries -
here, humor and there a deep seriousness, Moreover
Fleming writes as with a surgeon's scalpel for, om

almost overI page, he cuts through the fat, deep but
painlessly.

The satirical humor, not without its serious

implications, was also praised in the New Yorker.

Mr, Fleming's light~hearted sketeh of his native
Deep South has a pleasingly un~-Faulknerian sanlty.
-He makes fun of his countrymen with an affection
that nevertheless has its ironical undorlids. His
laughter 18 constant but never superficial.

Colonel Effingham's Raid i1s far more than a light-

hearted sketoh of the deep South. Mr. Fleming has volced

his deep conecern for "America and Amerlca's future."® Al-

IE. Ja crmu' Book WOGR, Marech 1", 19‘5. Pe 4.
2011:t Fadiman, New Yorker, XIX (February 20, 1943),

57.
SNew York Times Book Review, February 28, 1943, p. 6.
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though Colonsl Effingham's Rald almoast parallels Mr.

Fleming's own experiences in his home town, the book has a

universal appeal.

Mr. Fleming has had the good sense to stay out of

his home country long encugh to regain a sense of
proportien, . . . He can separate his characters
from the dark heat wavea that engulf them . . .
never confuses psychopathic sexuvalls with true

drama, Nor dces he permit a gift for mordent satire
to cbsoure his real concern for America and America's
future. He has probed the dry-rot of Dixle pelitics
to the heart.l

The New Republic gave the only unfavorable review
stating:

Colonel Effingham is meant to embody the demooratie
conscience, but all too often the gentleman of the
0ld 8outh who models aged whiskey on the billboards
stands in for him., The style of the book, which
has prevented the emergence of a single sentence
written in modest English, 1s an affected ult.‘s'
of Confederate history and the Manual of Arms.

8. V. Benet, in the New York Herald Tribune,

cammended Mr. Fleming for his insight into Southerm
character but felt his comedy a 1little mechaniecal.d

The overall response to Colonel Effingham's Raid
was overwhelmingly faverable and enthusiastic. "This is

our native sbtory telling and our native humor at their
best,*4

11bid.
®¥ew Republic, CVIII (April 19, 1943), 518. .

®3. V. Benet, New York Herald Tribume Book Review,
Fﬁbmry 28. 1“3. pl EO

“itlantic Monthly, CIXXI (April, 1943), 148,
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"With the publiecation of thils novel Mr, Fleming

deserves to rank among the best of his contemporaries."l

The Lightwood Irqgﬁ

This is a free country and I've got all the right
in the world  to talk about the Home Folks Party,
and . + o if you'll pardon me, I say to hell with
the Home Polks Party.®
Like a nuclear bombardment, these words set off a
bristling chain reaction in a small Southern Community.
Mac, & young filling station attendant, who voleced his
opinion of the political party then in power was arrested
without a warrant and held incommunicado in the eity jall.
The incident 1s perhaps the making of Geprge Cliatt,
a high school history teacher in the small town of Frederioks-
ville, Georgia. QGeorge is a middle~aged, mild, consci-
entious man. A dedicated teacher, he has never asserted
himself or tried to cultivate his own leadership ability.
A series of events during the past few weeks encourage
George to evaluate himself, changing the pattern of his 1life
from a "thinker" to a "doer." The tranaitien solidified
when he saw Mae, his former student, arrested for having
expressed himself publicly about the loeal political machine.

George Jepordizes his job, his future, his love as he

110! York Times Book Review, February 28, 1943, p. §.

E(Philld.lphtl, Pa.,3 J. B. Lippincott Company, 1947).

31vi4., p. 76,
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attempts fto fight injustices and fascism at home while his
brother a;nd other Americans are fighting for democeracy
abroad, .

There are frequent flashbacks to the history of the
Georglia town showing heroism of a similar naturse during the
revolutionary peried.

The reviewers were divided about the wvalue of these
flashbacks into the town's past, James Hilton of the New
York Herald Tribune stated:

The Lightwood Tree is a book worth re-reading if omnly
because of 1ts periodic excursions into the past are
likely to be skipped by the reader, who 1s already
Interested in the modern story. But they are an
integral part of a structure which constantly seeks -

a third dimension such as the history that is camnsative
in the behavior n&d ecnditions of present day
characters, . . .

Edward Weeks, who reviewed the novel in the Atlantle
Monthly, felt that Mr. Fleming wove his story together with
"fine historical color and deftness of transitions,"2

On the other hand, there were a few who felt that
the flashbacks inte local history interrupted the
continulty of the story. Perhaps the most ¢ritlcal was

Orville Prescott in his review in the New York ',l'ilmn.

« o » his.sentences are so long, locse and rippling
that they produce a soporific hum at one moment and

1
James Hilton, New York Herald Tribune Weelkly Book
Review, August 17, 1947, p. 4.

2rawara Weeks, Atlantic Menthly, CLXXX (October
1947), 124.
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then jolt you out of your drowsy calm with sudden

problems caused by mysteriously missing verbs,
bewildering showers of dashes and fancy shifts in

time and place. . o 1

The Booklist, in agreement with Mr., Prescott, stated
that the "flashbacks into local history are good in them= |
selves but interrupt the sweep of George's story."2

In general the book was thought to be a true
picture of a Southern town with well developed characters.
Although the story occurs in & small town, its message 1s
_universal., Aceording to the Saturday Review of Literature:

« « » 4in democcracy both the leader and "the people”
have something essential to each other, and . . »
the dull mass of "the people" is no more ridiculous
without adegquate leadership than a courageous man
without understanding ogntact with the people whom
he would save and lead.

The Fortune Tellers*

People in the small Southern town in Georgia had
half-forgotten the murder committed in their community
twenty years ago. A northern newspaperman, in his determl-
nation to prove that the Negro sentenced for the crime is
really inpononﬁ, poses a threat to the reputation of the
town's leading citizen. The townspeople loyal to the

10r71110 Prescott, New York Times Book Review,
Auguat 24, 1047, p. 3.

eBog!;ilg, XXXIV (September 15, 1947), 32.

aienqthgn Daniels, Saturday Review of ILiterature,
XXX (August 16, 1047), 10.

‘(Philadnlphil, Pa.: J. B, Lippincott Company, 1661).
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sanctity of the family they cherish, are united in their
efforts to protect them.

A second threat of disaster envelopes the community
a8 the churning rising waters of the river press agalnst
the leaking dike., In this eminent deanger of a flood, the
methodical probing dr the northern journalist 1s forgotten.

Against this tense, exciting background is the
atory of Clive Barfield, a wealthy kaolin mine operater.
Clive finds himself fighting two battles: one against the
flood, sineces he 1s directing the town's heroic fight against
1t; the other against the journaliast, since Clive is the son~
in-law of the Tafford elan involved in the murder.

Until thils crucial time in his 1life and in the life
of his community, Clive has been a rather weak person. The
erystallization of his charaster is a high point of the
story--a story of people rising above petty selfishness,
suspicions and an o0ld4 crime, to wark together for the common
good of the town.

Mr. Fleming's eighth novel, The Fortune Tellers,

was a Literary Guild Selection. He was also awarded the
19851 Literary Achlevement Award for Fiction gliven by the
Georgla Writer's Association. The award was glven teo Mr.
Fleming for
the quallty and taste that are consistently present
throughout his work: for his fidelity to his
econvictions and his ebllity to express them . . .

and for the light objective truth yet always
proportionately sub jective whiech he sheds on Man
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Southern and Men Universal. . . . he is a native
son from whose pen has coms something of wvalue to
Everyman,l
(ne of the main criticlsms of Mr. Fleming's works
seems to be his use of flashbacks into the lives of people

or, as in the case of The Lightwood Tree, into the history

of a town. Such is the case with The Fortune Tellers,

according to Harold Roth in the New York Times., Mr. Roth

thinks the flashbacks highly complicate the plot, as doea
Mr. Fleming's careful attention to details.2

The other major eriticism was volced by V. P. Haas:

The Portune Tellers, coming after such sparkling
tales as Colomel Effingham's Raid and The Lightw
Pree may prove a shock to some Of Berry !IQI!E;‘I
admirers, The unhappy fact is that Mr. Fleming has

crowded too much into a alngle book and has, as a
result, spoiled three good stories.®

The majority of reviews were favorable, acknowledg-
ing Mr, Fleming's graphic descriptions and his excellent

portrait of & small Southern town.

Mr. Fleming discloses , . . the mature novellst's
ability to write on four levels: his plot exelitesj
his charactera reveal; Frederiecksville, qulte as
typlcal a Scuthern place as any in Faulkner, is
1lluminated; so is man's rolationlhip to the miverde.® -

Quotod from the Award.,

2Harold Roth, New York Times Book Review, November
11, 19561, p. 27.

3. P. Haas, New York Herald Tribune Book Review,
November 18, 1961, p. 14.

‘Ehrvoy Curtlia Webster, Saturdnf Review of
Literature, XXXIV (November 10, : .
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garnivall

Johnny Croshaw's story 1s as old as Adame~ and %o
tell his story Mr. Fleming takes the reader on an excursionm
into the world of the carnival, The sights and lmollq-and
noise of a people~thronged midway rise from the pages of
the book. The woody smell of the sawdust, the odor ef fry-
ing onions and sugary cotton eandy sting the nestrils.

Progressing down the midway, the reader meets
Jobnny, a strong, fine young man, who has just seen the
peinted clown "Mort"™ kill his grandfather, Johnny}- first
brush with death makes him defiant, angry, and bewildered
at how lonely & thing sorrow is., Only at this point does
Mr. Fleming divulge that Johnny Croshaw's story is symbolie
of any man's search for self-meaning., The midway symbolizes
1ife with a big, burly policeman ordering the people to-
keep moving, not allowing anyone to turn back or retrace
his steps into the past. The side shows and events a;o'
merely the facts of life. Carnival shows raw reallty,
tired 1llusions, the false, forced galties of 1life brokem
by the occasional winning of a cheap bauble not worth the
price paid. '

Mr, Fleming has tried something new in this
imaginative, 4llegorical novel. Packed with meaning, "1t
suggests almost everything you have read that looks for a

1:'(Phlladclph:!.m, Pa.s J. B Lippincott Company, 1983).
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solution to life's problems,"l
Although beautifully written, Carnival preobably
does not have a universal appeal. It seems to be & book
for a select group, as expressed in the review appearing 1§ .
the Qhicago Sunday Tribune. |

Carnival is an imaginative, beautifully written
novel, which makes a strong appeal to the eurious
and will find & place on the shelves of those
readers who take pleasure in off-trail books. . + »
It is not a book for the general reader at all,

for it 18 replete with symbols and allegory, and
the contemporary reader i1s far too impatient te

go along in this excursion of fantasy.2 |

Hot only has Mr. Fleming presented a completely
different theme from any of his other novela, but the
reviewers were loud in their praise of his unusually
beautiful literary style.

e « +» 1t must be emphatically stated that Carnival
is a work of art, a fascinating performance on
something of a tightrope. Though a novel in form
and language, it is poetry in substance and pitch.
And while embracing the great, ultimate themes 1t
maintains cbedlence to the stern discipline of unity,
brevity and econamy. Thongh some may find it too
disturbing for ghoir pleasure, it is a grimly
beautiful book.

The Retail Bookseller commented on the realistie
pleture of 1ife, which Carnival presents.

13ane Voiles, San Franecisceo Chromicle, August 30,
1883, p. 17.

gAugust Derleth, Chisage Suth!'Er&buno, August 16,
1965’ p! ‘.

seoorgianno Sampson, New York Herald Tribune Book
Review, August 16, 19653, p. 4. ;
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It should be offered both as a literary puzzle and

an intelligent view of life. Actually, it is an
allegory of life and death, not of the easy symbolism
of Robert Nathan's "The Train in the Meadow," and
especially not the somewhat sentimental and obvious
kind of allegory the public seems to prefar because
it flatters them and tells them, in a sweet, sad way,
that 1life is beautiful., "Carnival" is not like that
at all. It demands the reader's imaginative attention.
We can_promise ane thing: 1t will not put you to
ale.p.

Acgcording to John Nerber of the New York Times,

"Carnival®™ 1s a dlsturbing, forceful novel. It is,
in effect, the summation of Mr. Flemling's medlation
upen the essential meaning of human life. An angry
and paradoxieally sad tale, it strdkes the reader
inevitably, llke a dream in which the dreamer 1s
conscious ﬁ& is dreaming and struggles to awake,

but cannot.

Mr, Pleminzg handles the time element in his novel
particularly well, The carnival sustains 1ts gay pace as
guats of time blow by.a

e + » deflant honesty and knowing how to ereate

a new poetic vocabulary for new feelings are gqualities
of the modern writer, Mr. Fleming has these qualitiol.‘

1R¢ta11 Bookseller, LVI (August 1, 1953), 89.

eJohn Nerber, New York Times Book Review, August
16, 1863, p. 21,

aJant Volles, San Francisco Chronicle, August 30,

1953, p. 17.

‘Ibid.




SUMMARY

Berry Fleming began writing while an under-
graduate at Harvard, selling his first article for about
five dollars to the New York Evening Post.l Since that

early beginning, he has written eleven books, three short
storles, two poems, and numerous articles in literary
magazines and newspapers,

Mr. Fleming 1s a moderately prolifle writer whose
works have a thoroughness indicative of the time and re-
search spent in their preparation. His versatility as a
writer makes his books appealing to a varied reading publie.

Mr. Fleming 1» not & writer who speaks to all
places at all times but he Aoces speak honestly
and with talent.2

The allegorical novel Carnival would probably not
appeal to the same reader as does the briny, action filled

story of Nathan Waine in The (onqueror's Stone.

An attempt has been made in this paper to show that
although five of his novels have a Southern flavor, thelir

themes are varled and his literary style fresh and

linterview with Berry Fl-mlng, February 21, 1988,

Harvoy Curtis Webster, Satnrdax Review qr Liter-
ature, XXXIV (November 10, 19881), 18
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different for each one. There 1s a universal appeal to his
three regiconal novels set in Fredericksville, Georglia.
The unusual perspective and objectivity with which
Mr. Fleming presents the problema of the South are due %o
his broad travels and his New England education.
e » +» & writer of Southern inclimations, with a
background of years spent in the north, who doea
not turn blind eyes to what is going on at his
doorstep, is very important in evaluating southern
temperement and southern morals. . . 1
He deals with the problems of the South in such a
way that personal pre judice steps bdack so that a clear view
of the past problems and their reaction to present ones
can be seen.,
Mr. Fleming's books have been widely reviewed with
the vast ma jority of the reviews favorable. The mailn
ecriticisms have been: his use of abrupt flashbacks that

tend to break the thread of the story; and his erowding

too much into eone book, as in The Fortune qulorl.

Mr. Fleming writes with a superb touech of humor,
but the deeper meaning underneath the surface echoes
through the corridors of the contemplative mind long after
the book is closed.

4 novelist whose books are clean and wholesome,

Berry Fleming usually succeéds in telling & good

Southern story in a moderate Southern accent without
resort to miscegenation, lynehing, rape, or gemeral

loyme, LYIII {October 22, 1951), 128.



degeneracy to obtain his effects.t o
Mr. Pleming's main literary contributicn bas been
in giving his readsrs an unblased, honest pisture of ths
Scuth today. Vhether he continues %o do this through the
medium of paints or words, he will do 1t homeatly and
earnestly and not without a sprinkle of gquist humor. -

14,
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