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Figure 1.  Most Legislative Oversight Offices Have Existed for More Than 25 Years 
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Figure 2.  Most Oversight Offices Are Assigned to Legislative Auditors or  

Independent Legislative Units 
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Figure 3.  Approximately Half of the Oversight Offices Have Between 11 and 25 Employees 
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Figure 4.  Staffing Levels of Oversight Offices Have Increased in Recent Years 
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�V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J���E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H��

�U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���V�\�V�W�H�P�V����

�D�Q�G���R�U���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���V�K�R�U�W���W�H�U�P���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��������

�2�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���V�W�X�G�\���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���X�V�H���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���P�H�W�K�R�G�V���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�J�H�Q�G�D�V������

�$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H���������L�Q���P�R�V�W���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�¶���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�J�H�Q�G�D���L�V���V�H�W���E�\���W�K�H��

�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�����H�L�W�K�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���V�W�D�W�X�W�H���R�U���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�R�Y�L�V�R���R�U��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�U���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�¶���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H������

�,�Q���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���R�Y�H�U���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V�����L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V���P�D�\���D�O�V�R��

�U�H�T�X�H�V�W���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���W�R���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�������6�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H��

�R�I�I�L�F�H�V���V�H�O�I���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���D���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�������0�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H��

�V�W�D�W�H�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�P�D�O�O���S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�O�\�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U����
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�W�K�U�H�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�N�O�R�D�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�H�O�I���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G��

�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�������2�Q�O�\���D���I�H�Z�����������R�I�I�L�F�H�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U��

�R�U���D�Q���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���D�J�H�Q�F�\�����Z�K�L�O�H���R�Q�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���I�U�R�P���D��

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��������
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Figure 5.  Oversight Offices Provide a Variety of Research Services to Their Legislatures 

 

���Q��� ��������

����

����
����

����

��
��

��

��
����

����
����

����

����
����

����

Legislative
Directive

Governing
Committee

Legislative
Request

Self-Initiated Executive
Branch
Request

Other

��
Figure 6.  Most Oversight Offices Initiate Research Projects as the  

Result of Legislative Directives 
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�5�H�S�R�U�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���Y�D�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U����

�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���V�W�D�I�I�L�Q�J���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�������$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H��������

�V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���R�Y�H�U���D���W�K�L�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���I�H�Z���V�W�D�I�I����

�S�X�E�O�L�V�K���������R�U���I�H�Z�H�U���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���S�H�U���\�H�D�U�����Z�K�L�O�H���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

�������D�Q�G���������U�H�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\�������7�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���D���K�L�J�K���Y�R�O�X�P�H���R�I��

�U�H�S�R�U�W�V���S�H�U���\�H�D�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���R�I�W�H�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�K�R�U�W���W�H�U�P���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�������Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���$�Q�D�O�\�V�W���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J����������

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H������������������
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Figure 7.  Most Oversight Offices Publish Between 5 and 25 Reports Annually  

�7�K�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���I�D�F�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���Z�K�H�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���U�H�V�X�O�W�V�����V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

�I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���Z�K�L�O�H���Q�H�H�G�L�Q�J���W�R���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���F�R�Q�Y�H�\���W�K�L�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���E�X�V�\���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H��

�V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�������7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���K�D�Y�H���F�K�R�V�H�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���W�R���G�R���V�R������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���R�Y�H�U���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���O�H�Q�J�W�K�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W��

�D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���������S�D�J�H�V���R�U���P�R�U�H�����Z�K�L�O�H���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���R�Y�H�U���D���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W��

�D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���������D�Q�G���������S�D�J�H�V���L�Q���O�H�Q�J�W�K�������7�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\��

�L�V�V�X�H���V�K�R�U�W���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���������R�U���I�H�Z�H�U���S�D�J�H�V���L�Q���O�H�Q�J�W�K����
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Figure 8.  Most Oversight Offices Publish Relatively Lengthy Reports 

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��

�0�R�V�W���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���K�D�Y�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���W�R���J�X�L�G�H���W�K�H�L�U��

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�������$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H���������R�Y�H�U���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���������������L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��

�Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���D�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J���X�Q�L�W�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�V�R��

�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�X�G�L�W�V�����K�D�Y�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��

�S�U�R�P�X�O�J�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���8���6�����*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���2�I�I�L�F�H���������2�W�K�H�U���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���K�D�Y�H��

�D�G�R�S�W�H�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���(�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��

�S�U�R�P�X�O�J�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���-�R�L�Q�W���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�Q���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q��

���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���E�\���W�Z�R���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�������W�K�H���*�X�L�G�L�Q�J���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���S�U�R�P�X�O�J�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��

�(�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���R�Q�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�������R�U���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���µ�J�R�R�G��

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�¶�����V�L�[���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���������+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����D�E�R�X�W���D���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V������������

�K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���D�Q�\���I�R�U�P�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V����������
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Figure 9.  Most Oversight Offices Have Adopted Formal Research Standards 
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�8�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V��

�7�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���P�D�N�H���Y�D�U�\�L�Q�J���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���S�U�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G��

�E�\���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�������7�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�¶���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���I�L�Y�H���D�U�H�D�V�������G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J��

�X�V�H�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�����X�V�L�Q�J���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�����P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J��

�U�H�S�R�U�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�D�����P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���W�R���N�H�\���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G��

�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���N�H�\���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V��������
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�8�V�H�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V��

�$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H�����������W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���G�R���Q�R�W���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���V�W�H�S�V��

�U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���E�\���X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���I�R�U�P�D�W�V��

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���I�R�U���U�H�D�G�\���X�V�H���E�\���E�X�V�\���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�������2�Q�O�\�������R�I�I�L�F�H�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W��

�P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�K�R�U�W���W�L�P�H���S�H�U�L�R�G�V�����X�Q�G�H�U�������P�R�Q�W�K�V����
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Figure 10.  Relatively Few Oversight Offices Provide Research Products  

That Literature Indicates Promotes Legislative Use 
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Figure 11. Oversight Offices Most Frequently Communicate With Stakeholders  

Via Hard Copies of Reports and Emailed Report Summaries 
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Figure 12.  Oversight Offices Generally Make Limited Efforts to  

Market Reports to the Media  
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Figure 13.  Oversight Offices Are Most Likely to Send Reports to Committees and  

Provide Recommendations for Legislative Action 
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Figure 14.  Oversight Offices Make the Most Frequent Contact with  
Legislative Stakeholders Regarding Identifying Research Issues 
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Figure 15.  Oversight Offices Have the Most Frequent Contact with  

Fiscal Staff and Oversight Committees 
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Table 2 
Oversight Offices Varied Substantially in Utilization Strategy Scores 
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Table 3  
Most Oversight Offices Have Moderate Overall utilization Strategy Scores  
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Table 4  
Oversight Offices Located in Audit Organizations Have Significantly Lower  

Utilization Strategy Scores Than Offices Located in Legislative Units 
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Table 5 
No Relationship Found Between Utilization Strategy Scores of Offices Based on 
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Table 6 
Offices that Have Adopted the Government Auditing Standards  

Have Lower Utilization Strategy Scores 
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Table 7  
No Relationship Found Between Office Utilization Scores and  

Staffing Levels Over the 2000-2006 Period 
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Table 8  
No Relationship Found Between Organizational Threats and  

Utilization Scores of Oversight Offices  
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No Relationship Found Between Changes in Party Control of Legislatures and 
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Table 11 
No Relationship Found Between Oversight Office Utilization Strategy Scores and 
Legislative Staffing, Private Think Tanks, State Policy Liberalism, or State Wealth 
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Table 12 
Oversight Offices in States with Strong Party Systems Had Higher Stakeholder 
Networking Scores than Offices in States with Weak/Moderate Party Systems  
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Table 13  
No Relationship Was Found Between Political Culture and Utilization Scores 
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Table 14  
Oversight Offices in States with Legislative Term Limits Do Not Have  
Higher Utilization Scores Than Offices in States Without Term Limits  
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Table 15  
No Relationship Was Found Between Type of Legislature and Utilization Activities 
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Figure 16.  Survey Respondents Represented Legislatures in 46 States 
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Figure 17.  Most Survey Respondents Represented Research Committee,  

Leadership, and Appropriations Staff 
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Figure 18.  Most Respondents Had More Than 10 Years Legislative Experience 
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Figure 19.  Timeliness, Reputation, Clarity, and Relevance Were Viewed as Most Important Factors 
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Very Credible 49.7%50.9%53.4%15.9%3.8%10.0%2.5%7.5%60.0%70.0%55.3%1.9%1.6%
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Figure 20.  NCSL and Federal Agencies Were Viewed as Most Credible Information Sources 
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Figure 21.  NCSL, Legislative, National Organizations, and Federal Agencies Were Viewed as Most Useful Information Sources 
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Figure 22.  Slightly Over Half of Respondents Were Familiar with the  

Work of Their State’s Legislative Oversight Offices 
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Figure 23.  Respondents Generally Had Positive Overall Perspectives of  
Work of Oversight Offices 
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Figure 24.  Most Respondents Indicated That Use of Oversight Office Work  

Had Remained About the Same or Couldn’t Assess Trend 

�&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�L�H�V��

�7�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���O�L�W�W�O�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W��

�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���L�W�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

�V�W�X�G�L�H�V�������$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H�����������R�Q�O�\���D�E�R�X�W���D���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V��

�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G���H�L�W�K�H�U���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���R�U���R�I�W�H�Q���E�\���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V��

�U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�V�V�X�H�V���W�R���F�R�Y�H�U���L�Q���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q����������

�Z�H�U�H���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���R�U���R�I�W�H�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�V�����W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�L�P�L�Q�J���R�I���U�H�S�R�U�W�V������

�2�Q�O�\���D�E�R�X�W���D���I�L�I�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��

�L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�V���R�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�������7�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���G�H�J�U�H�H���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G��

�Z�L�W�K���E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�V���R�Q���I�L�Q�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�����E�X�W���R�Q�O�\�����������R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G��

�X�V�X�D�O�O�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���R�U���R�I�W�H�Q���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�V�������$�O�P�R�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V��

�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�����U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�L�P�L�Q�J���R�I���U�H�S�R�U�W�V��������



����

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�V�V�X�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���G�H�V�L�J�Q��

�5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��

�5�H�S�R�U�W���W�L�P�L�Q�J

�,�Q�W�H�U�L�P���E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�V��

�)�L�Q�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W���E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�V

�8�V�X�D�O�O�\���$�O�Z�D�\�V�2�I�W�H�Q �6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�1�H�Y�H�U���5�D�U�H�O�\�1�R�W���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�E�O�H
��

Figure 25.  Respondents Reported Relatively Infrequent Interaction  
With Oversight Offices During Studies 
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Issue Selection Research Design Recommendations Timing Interim Briefings
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Figure 26.  Legislative Stakeholders Generally Reported Less Frequent Contact  
Than Did Oversight Offices 

�7�K�H�V�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���F�R�X�O�G���U�H�V�X�O�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V��
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�Z�K�R���D�U�H���W�K�H���O�R�J�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�����W�K�H�V�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\��

�U�H�I�O�H�F�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R���J�U�R�X�S�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��

�U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���O�R�Z���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�������$�V���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���D�Q�G���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H���������R�Q��

�S�D�J�H�����������W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\���³�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�´���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G��

�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���E�X�G�J�H�W�����S�R�O�L�F�\�����D�Q�G���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���V�W�D�I�I�������$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H�����������P�R�V�W���R�I��

�W�K�H���V�X�U�Y�H�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���L�Q�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
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�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���R�Q���D���Z�H�H�N�O�\���R�U���E�L���Z�H�H�N�O�\��

�E�D�V�L�V�����D�Q�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���I�L�I�W�K���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�V���R�Q���D���P�R�Q�W�K�O�\���E�D�V�L�V�������7�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���R�Q���D�W���P�R�V�W���D���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\���������������R�U��

�V�H�P�L�D�Q�Q�X�D�O���������������E�D�V�L�V�����D�Q�G�����������U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���Q�R���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H��������
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Very Often

(every�¬week�¬or two)

Often

(at�¬least�¬monthly)

Occasionally

(quarterly)

Seldom

(twice�¬a�¬year�¬or�¬less)

Never

��
Figure 27.  Over Half of Respondents Reported Only Occasional or Rare  

Contacts with Oversight Offices 
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�R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�����������R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���D�V��

�H�L�W�K�H�U���³�V�W�U�R�Q�J�´���R�U���³�P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H�´���������7�K�L�V���L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���D�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�G��

�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���Z�H�U�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���W�R���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���X�V�H�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I���S�R�O�L�F�\��
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Figure 28.  Most Respondents Gave Positive Ratings to the Work of the Oversight Offices 
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�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�D�I�I���D�Q�G��

�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�R�U�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���F�R�S�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�¶�V���Z�R�U�N�����������������W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�¶���Z�R�U�N���L�V���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
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Figure 29.  Respondents Generally Had Favorable Assessments on Characteristics of Oversight Office Work 
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Table 16  
There Was a Wide Range of Stakeholder Assessments of Oversight Offices 

�,�Q�G�H�[���6�F�R�U�H���&�D�W�H�J�R�U�\����
�$�Y�H�U�D�J�H��

�6�F�R�U�H�� ��
�/�R�Z�H�V�W��
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�2�I�I�L�F�H���9�D�O�X�H�����Q� ���������� �� ������������ ������ �� ������
�3�U�R�F�H�V�V���9�D�O�X�H�����Q� ������������ ������������ ������ �� ������
�,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���9�D�O�X�H�����Q� ���������� �� �������������� �� ����
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Table 17 
Oversight Offices’ Utilization Index Scores Are Significantly Related to Stakeholder 

Perceptions of the Offices’ Value and Use in Legislative Process 
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�V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���O�H�Y�H�O���I�R�U���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���X�V�H�����S��������������������������

�+�\�S�R�W�K�H�V�L�V���������K�D�G���S�U�H�G�L�F�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���Y�L�H�Z��

�W�K�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��

�$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�V���P�R�U�H���F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\���R�I�I�L�F�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���K�D�G���Q�R�W���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�������7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���L�V�V�X�H�����D�V���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���G�R���V�R���D�W���D���F�R�V�W�²�W�K�L�V��

�V�W�X�G�\���K�D�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���W�K�D�W���V�X�F�K���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���D�U�H���O�H�V�V���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U��

�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���D�U�H���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���D�V���O�H�V�V���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�L�Q�J��

�O�H�V�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���W�K�L�V���V�H�W��

�R�I���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��������
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Table 18 
Oversight Offices That Follow the Government Auditing Standards  

Have Lower Stakeholder Perceptions of their Value 

�2�I�I�L�F�H���7�\�S�H�� �0�H�D�Q���� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���(�U�U�R�U�� �7���� �6�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H��

�2�I�I�L�F�H���9�D�O�X�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�$�X�G�L�W�R�U�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������
�/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�3�U�R�F�H�V�V���(�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q�P�H�Q�W���8�V�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�$�X�G�L�W�R�U�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������
�/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������

��
��������������

����
����������

�,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���8�V�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�$�X�G�L�W�R�U�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������
�/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�/�H�J�L�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���8�V�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�$�X�G�L�W�R�U�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������
�/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������

��
������������

��
����������

�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���,�Q�G�H�[��
�$�X�G�L�W�R�U�����Q� �������� ���������������� ����������������
�/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�7�R�W�D�O���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���9�D�O�X�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�$�X�G�L�W�R�U�����Q� �������� ���������������� ����������������
�/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����Q� �������� ������������������ ����������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�7�D�E�O�H���������V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���Q�R�U�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V��

�I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���E�H���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����L�V���D�O�V�R���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R��

�V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�N�������/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�D�I�I��

�V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�O�\���J�D�Y�H���O�R�Z�H�U���U�D�W�L�Q�J�V���W�R���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���W�K�H��

�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����O�L�N�H�O�\���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�¶���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���O�R�Z�H�U��

�X�V�H���R�I���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���F�O�R�V�H���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�R��

�P�D�U�N�H�W���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�N�������7�K�H�V�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���D�W���W�K�H���S������������

�O�H�Y�H�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�U�R�F�H�V�V���(�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q�P�H�Q�W�����5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�����D�Q�G���7�R�W�D�O���L�Q�G�H�[���V�F�R�U�H�V�������D�Q�G��

�Z�D�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���D�W���W�K�D�W���O�H�Y�H�O�����S�������������������I�R�U���2�I�I�L�F�H���9�D�O�X�H�������'�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H��

�R�I�I�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���/�H�J�L�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�G�H�[���V�F�R�U�H�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�G�L�F�W�H�G��

�S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���E�X�W���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�����O�L�N�H�O�\���G�X�H���L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�P�L�W�H�G��

�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�U�Y�H�\����������
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Table 19  
Oversight Offices That Follow the Government Auditing Standards  

Have Lower Stakeholder Perceptions of Their Value 

�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���8�V�H�G�� �0�H�D�Q�� �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���(�U�U�R�U�� �7���� �6�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H��
�2�I�I�L�F�H���9�D�O�X�H���,�Q�G�H�[��

�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ���������������� ����������������
�2�W�K�H�U���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ���������������� ����������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�3�U�R�F�H�V�V���(�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q�P�H�Q�W���8�V�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������
�2�W�K�H�U���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������

��
������������

����
����������

�,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���8�V�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������
�2�W�K�H�U���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������

��
����������

��
����������

�/�H�J�L�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���8�V�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������
�2�W�K�H�U���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� �������������� ��������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���,�Q�G�H�[��
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������
�2�W�K�H�U���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ���������������� ��������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�7�R�W�D�O���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���9�D�O�X�H���,�Q�G�H�[��
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ������������������ ����������������
�2�W�K�H�U���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����Q� �������� ������������������ ����������������

��
��������������

��
����������

�8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����W�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���W�H�V�W���K�\�S�R�W�K�H�V�L�V���������J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�W�D�I�I���V�X�U�Y�H�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�R�Z�H�G���D���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I��

�X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���K�D�G���D�G�R�S�W�H�G�������$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q��

�)�L�J�X�U�H�����������Z�K�H�Q���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D�W�H�V�¶��

�R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�¶���Z�R�U�N�����D�E�R�X�W���D���W�K�L�U�G���R�I���W�K�H��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\���Z�K�L�O�H���D�E�R�X�W���D���I�L�I�W�K���G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H�G�������+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����R�Y�H�U��

���������R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���D�Q���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���R�Q���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���X�V�H���R�I���R�I�I�L�F�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V����
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Figure 30.  Slightly Over a Third of Respondents Believed Oversight Office Research 
Standards Affected Use of Reports  

�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����P�R�V�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���Q�D�P�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V��

�R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H���Z�D�V���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���X�V�L�Q�J�������$�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H�����������R�Y�H�U���W�Z�R���W�K�L�U�G�V���R�I���W�K�H��

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�������$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����I�X�O�O�\���D���W�K�L�U�G�����������R�I��

���������R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���J�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�R�U�U�H�F�W��

�D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V�²�W�K�H�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V��

�K�D�G���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���K�D�G���D�G�R�S�W�H�G�������7�K�X�V�����L�W���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��

�R�I�I�L�F�H�V�¶���D�G�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���F�R�G�L�I�L�H�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�U�H�G�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��

�Z�R�U�N�����U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���V�H�W���R�I���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���Z�D�V��
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Figure 31.  Over Two-Thirds of Respondents Could Not Name Standards  

Used by Their States’ Oversight Office 
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�&�K�D�S�W�H�U����������



������

�&�+�$�3�7�(�5������

�&�2�1�&�/�8�6�,�2�1�6��

�7�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���K�D�V���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�G���D���P�D�M�R�U���V�X�E�V�H�W���R�I���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�\��

�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�²�V�W�D�W�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���R�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W���R�I�I�L�F�H�V�²�D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G��

�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���K�R�Z���W�K�H�V�H���X�Q�L�W�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�������$�V���D��

�J�U�R�X�S�����W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�V���V�H�H�P���W�R���E�H���G�L�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���W�Z�R���O�R�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�������)�L�U�V�W�����D�E�R�X�W��
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The Florida Legislature 

OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS AND 
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT ABILITY 

Gary R. VanLandingham, Director 

August 2005 

Dear Legislative Staff Member: 

As part of a research project jointly sponsored by the Florida State University and the 
National Conference of State Legislatures, a survey is being conducted of state 
legislative leadership, appropriations, and research/committee staff regarding how 
policy research is used in the legislative process. The survey covers the different types 
of policy research you receive, the factors that affect how this information is used, and 
your interactions with NCSL and in-state legislative research units. Information 
obtained during the course of the study will remain confidential, to the extent allowed by 
law. Summary data will be published, but individual responses will not be identified in 
publications. 

The survey is completely voluntary. If you have any questions, please contact Gary 
Vanlandingham at vanlandingham.gary@oppaga.fl.gov or Dr. Francis Stokes Berry, 

Supervising Professor at fberry@qarnet.acns.fsu.edu. 

111 West Madison Street • Room 312 • Claude Pepper Building • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1475 
850/488-0021 SUN COM 278-0021 FAX 850/487-3804 

www. oppaga. state.fl . us 
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