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.A.N EXPERT'S OPINION 

·'County grows world's Hnest tobatto' 
HIGH SPRINGS - Alachua Sermons, Oif W.asihing,ton, N.C., been hearing a-bout .Ma.chrua Coun- ma af Alachua. County t01ba.cco to than does hi.s natiJve North Caro­

ty's fine cdgarette to1bacco. some "u•1}:iH . 1 lina, where he rs serving his sec­
Watson and Sermons attrjJbu.te Sermons said that this area pro- ond term as a state rapresenita­

the finer teXiture and better aro- dU1Ces a richer smoking tobacco tive from Be-aJUfort County. 

County produces the finest cigar- said he has been in the tobacco 
ette .tolbrucico in the wor~d. business for 25 years and that 

That is the opinion of Penn Wat- for the past 15 years he has 
f!On tobaccoman and operator of 
the' High Springs market for tlhe 
past seven years. 

Wa,tson said thaJt years -belfore 
he ever estaiblished a market in 
Hig,h Springs, he was informed 
by the late president o!f the Ameri­
can Tobacco Co. that the world's 
finest cigarette to'bacco came 
!from Alachua County. 

Watson recalled tJhat b&cik be­
fore there were any marketts in 
Florida, the Valdosta, Ga., mar­
kets a1wt8iys looked fo.:r,ward to 
the day that A1'a.chua tolbacco 
would 8lJ?iPear on the floor. Ad­
vance notice would be gli.:ven O!f 
this, Watson said, and buyers 
would bid their best for the Ala.-

Reason He's Here 
chua. leaf. 

~e facl that Alia.chua Oountiy 
and the surroundinig area does 
produce :the finest cigairetlte tobac­
co "is the main reason I am here 
:in High Spri!nlgs today," said Wa.t­
-,on. 

Wayland Sermons, who ithis 
yea.r wm open his new Ala:chua 
County Warehouse in H 1 g h 
Springs, said thait the repultation 
of .AJ.achua. Ooun!ty's tobacco is 
one Gr tale ma.in rea:sona he de­
eided to liooa!te here. 

.Set for weighing-in 
Wayland Sermons (right), ,operator of the new Alachua County Tobacco Ware­

house in•High Springs, and Handy Woolard, night supervisor of the warehouse, 
check scaeis that will be used to weigh flue-cured tobacco that will start pouring 
in to the warehouse tomorrow for opening day sales Thursday. (Sun photo by 
Buzz Mixson) 

Not Same Grain, Aroma 
He said that N orbh Carolina 

growers are having to plant more 
and more new disease resistant 
varieties whicih do not have the 
grain and aroma O!f the old stiand­
by varieties planted in F,lorida. 

Watron avowed, "We may not 
always receive the fipes,t prices, 
bu+- we do raise the finest cigar­
ette tolbacco in the world." 

The veteran warehouseman said 
the Hig,h Springs market last year 
·served 722 growevs in the N10rth­
central Florida area. He added 
tlhC'J'UJglh, "We are not tvyinig to 
build the biggest market in the 
world, but we are trydng to estaJb­
lisn. the ·best market . for growers 
in this area." 
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