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On Saturday the Markets Committee sat at Guildhall for
the purpose principally of taking into consideration matters
having reference to Bartholomew fair, which will commence
under circumstances very different indeed from those which
have hitherto attended the annual return of the Smithfield
scene of disorder. The strongest instance that can be given
to show that Barh o lomew fair is upon its last legs is, th at
neither Wombwell nor any other great wild beast proprietor
has applied to the committee for ground on which to erect
menageries for the two days to which the four days hare been
cut down by virtue of the ancient authority produced by the
city solicitor, limiting the fair to that wholesome duration.
In consequence, it is believed, of the secession of so im
portant an exhibitor as Wombwell, two or three small men ia
his line have taken ground on the dangerous calculation thus
his absence will remunerate them for the expense of the
erection of booths, the removal of their " article," and the
chances of feul weather, which often, as it were providen
tially, visits the metropolis at the exact time appointed fet
the repetition of this horrible nuisance.
Applications were made for ground for the erection of
booths for what are called dramatic exhibitions, notwith
standing the publication of the late rules by which they are
peremptorily excluded, the managers not having supposed
that so strict a construction would be placed upon the list
ef ordinances by which the fair was announced to be regu
lated, but they were informed that the terms of the notice?
with which they were served will be most strictly enforced^
The fair will close at 10 o'clock on Saturday night, accord
ing to the regulations ef the committee, and the city police
have received directions to watch all the avenues and publichouses in Smithfield and its vicinity in the most scrupulous
manner.
It may be here proper to state, that the force under the
direction of Mr. Harvey, the city police commissioner, have
become, by the excellence of the regulations,and the judicious
conduct of the superintendent and inspectors, extremely
efficient. On Friday last, when Prince Albert visited Guild
hall for the purpose of receiving the freedom of the city, no
thing could exceed the order, regularity, and tact, with
which the men performed their duties, particularly in those
places is which there were vast assemblages of people, eager
to see the great object of interest. There was one house in
the more eastern part of the city where were assembled se
veral persons of swell mob notoriety, but so narrowly watched
was it, that not one of them ventured out to do business
during the bustle occasioned by the Royal visit. The thing
to be "apprehended on occasions of extraordinary stir and ex
citement amongst the public is, that the police will catch the
impulse and overstep the limits of their duty in restraining
the excesses of the multitude. There were on Saturday
brought before Sir P. Laurie at the Mansion-house a tyw
charges imputing to some of the force unnecessary and inju
dicious violence, but in no single case was a complaint consi
dered by the alderman who presided, and who investigated
each accusation most scrupulously, to have any foundation.
On the contrary, the impression upon the alderman's mind
was, that the inspectors, the sergeants, and the men, had acted
not only with judgment, but with forbearance.

