T H E S E R P E N T S I N T H E TO W E R .
[From a Correspondent.]
The public, we believe, are not generally aware of the existence
in the Royal Menagerie at the Tower of a very fine collection of that
species of snake called the boa constrictor. W e were induced to at
tend there on Monday last for the purpose of being witness to the
mode in which these animals receive their sustenance, and to dis
cover how far the description given by various authors of their man
ner of disposing of their prey tallies with what might actually occur
under our own observation. The animal selected by the keeper for
the purpose was the largest there, and measured, we believe, ten feet
in length, and 7 inches in diameter in its thickest part. Previous to
receiving its prey, it appeared very lively, and peered about with its
head in all directions, occasioning its body to assume those beautiful
curvations of which the snake species are so capable. On perceiving
the approach of the keeper with the rabbit destined for its meal, it
withdrew all appearance of vigour and motion ; but the moment the
rabbit was placed in the cage, it seized its head with so astonishingly
rapid a motion, that the eye could not keep pace with it, and by a
simultaneous action of its body, it compressed its folds so tightly
round that of the rabbit as to crush every bone that was within its
grasp. This rapid change was nervous to behold, and a vivid ima
gination could not but picture to itself the fearful scene of crushing
and struggling which the seizure of such an animal as a deer or an ox
would create by a larger animal of this species. That such scenes
have occured, and have likewise been witnessed, we doubt n o t;
but until we witnessed the convulsive but ineffectual struggles of the
unfortunate rabbit in the ravenous and gnarled grasp of the serpent
on this occasion, our conception reached no farther than the common
belief attached to the relation of the tremendous powers of this spe
cies of snake. To enable the snake to gorge his prey with the greater
facility, he was removed into the court-yard, when the glittering of
the sun-beams upon his purple scales added much to the interest
and beauty of the spectacle. When the rabbit was motionless, the
snake gradually loosened his folds, still retaining his hold by the
head; and having fully ascertained the death of his victim, he pro
ceeded to stretch the body of the rabbit, which he very curiously
performed, in drawing it by the head through a ring formed from
the folds of his body; this he repeated until the whole was a massAfter lubricating the head very much, but no other part, he pro
ceeded to swallow the rabbit, which action he accelerated by push
ing it down his throat against his own body, and by a strong retrac
tion and re-expansion of the muscles which lay at the back of the
head; by degrees the animal disappeared, until nothing more was
visible than a long lump in the snake’s throat, which it impelled for
ward by the action of toe muscles, until it reached the middle of its
body, where it remained. Such is the mode of this animal’s
taking sustenance ; and if we compare this account with those
furnished by various writers, and particularly with that giveu
us by Dr. Macleod of the
Alcest,we sha
nowise except in the circumstance of this snake’s omitting to lubri
cate the whole of the body of its prey, which, however, may have
arisen from the diminutive size of the object upon which it fed ; for
the ease with which the rabbit was gorged was so great as to lead
us to imagine that a dog thrice the size would experience very little
difficulty in obtaining a temporary residence in this serpent’s maw.
There is also in this menagerie one of the most beautiful specimens
of that harmless reptile the harlequin snake, that was ever seen in
this country, the variety and brilliancy of whose colours are such as
to excite the highest admiration in the visiters. This is a native of
Ceylon, and has been shown to His Majesty, who was likewise high 
ly pleased with its beauty and vivacity.

