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Literacy Missions 
30th Anniversary 

First Baptist Church 

Tallahassee, Florida 

1961 - 1991 



30th Anniversary of Literacy Ministry 
Sunday, February 3, 1991 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

PRELUDE FOR WORSHIP Mark Warnock, Organist 
THE INTERNATIONAL CHOIR SINGS 

"How Majestic Is Your Name" 
Liz Chavis, Director 

Daniel Young (Chinese-American) Accompanist 

SCRIPTURE READING John 3:16 - Matthew 28:19-20 
Matthew Jenije (Nigeria) Deacon of the Day 

"We've a Story to Tell" *Hymn 281 

PRAYER Dr. Eutiquio C. Young (Philippines) 

TESTIMONY IN SONG ... "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" 
Ikumi Yoshitake (Japan) 

Jung Won Shin (Korea) Accompanist 

PRESENTATIONS FOR OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY(ll:OOonly) 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS Jim Chavis 
Oh, how I love Jesus, Oh, how I love Jesus, 

Oh, how I love Jesus, Because He first loved me. 
TESTIMONY Tadako Knight (Japan) 
THE INTERNATIONAL CHOIR SINGS 

"Jesus Loves Me" with "Oh, How He Loves You and Me" 

MESSAGE Judy Rice 

*HYMN OF INVITATION 361 "Wherever He Leads I'll Go" 
WORSHIP IN GIVING 

Offertory Prayer 
Offertory "Meditation from 'Thais"' 

Aki Ohazama (Japan), Violin 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

"The Bond of Love" 

Matthew Jenije 
Massenet 

Dave Pridemore 

*BENEDICTION 
FELLOWSHIP SONG 
POSTLUDE 
*Congregation Standing 

Mark W amock, Organist 

*** 
The flowers in the Sanctuary today are to honor Lillian Isaacs, 

Our International Friends, Teachers and Other Volunteers. 



INTRODUCTION 

In May, when we have our last class of the spring semester, we will have 
completed our 30th year of Literacy Missions in First Baptist Church, 
Tallahassee, Florida. Ours is the second oldest continuous program in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. The oldest is the program at Friendship Mission, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, which was started in 1960 by Lillian and John Isaacs, our 
Home Missionaries there. Lillian is the mother of Literacy Missions, for it was 
in her heart that the idea was born. It differs vastly from other literacy programs 
in that it was designed to teach people to read so that they can read the Bible. 

The Literacy Missions program has two branches: 
1. Adult Reading and Writing (ARW) - Teaching non-reading 

Americans to read and write. 
2. Conversational English (CE) - Teaching non-English speaking 

people to read and speak English. 

Claire (Mrs. Horace) Meador and Eva Page began teaching ARW and, for a 
time, worked through one of the First Baptist WMU groups. Then they moved 
under the sponsorship of the Florida Baptist Association, under which the ARW 
volunteers still function. 

ARW teachers usually work one-on-one, while classes of three-to-five 
students with about the same level of fluency in English work best in CE 
programs. In Bible classes the number of students may vary from one or two to 
twenty-five or thirty, or more. 

This history is of the CE program, and below is a list of those volunteers 
participating in the teaching at some point in the thirty year span. If any have 
been omitted, please forgive the oversight. It is due to faulty memory, as there 
was no written record of this. 

Bernice Bevis 
Pam Bickell 
Liz Chavis 
Elizabeth Cornelius 
Carolyn Coward-Law 
Shannon Crane 
Bill Daniel 
Mary Eldridge 
Libby Ellis 
Martha Foster 
Betty Gardner 
Gerry Garland 
Rachel Gilmer 
Jane Granger 
Dot Hamer 
Alvan lfarrison 
Jerri Haywood 
Dorothy Heald 
Mary Ellen Hoswwski 
John Isaacs 
Lillian Isaacs 

Susan Isaacs 
Rosemary Jacobs 
Joann Johnson 
Floreine Langston 
Irene Law 
Wai Law 
Shirley Ledford 
Betty Lee 
Barbara Mattick 
Hasseltine Maxwell 
Catherine Mitch 
Ruth Ann Nast 
Nancy Norman 
Annie Laurie O'Kelley 
Diane Olsen 
Jackie Perrin 
Barbara Phipps 
Esther Portz 
Louise Power 
Moira Redfield 
Mary Rhodes 

Doris Hoge Roberts 
Bertie Roy 
Edith (Core) Sederquist 
Brenda Sharrow 
Gwen Sheffield 
Jackie Simpson 
Byron Sims 
Kay Smith 
Betty Taylor 
Debbie Trulock 
Carol van Assenderp 
Cathy van Every 
Dorothy Walmsley 
Dorcas Watson 
John Wheeler 
Linda Wheeler 
Martha Wheeler 
Florence Wilson 
Eutiquio C. Young 



Lillian Isaacs Hasseltine Maxwell 

Sunday School Bible Class 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Our Literacy Missions Story 

It all began more than thirty years ago one Sunday morning when 
Hasseltine (Mrs. Phil) Maxwell saw two Chinese ladies' in church and invited 
them home for lunch. They were interested in having a weekly Bible study and 
brought friends with them. 

Over the next few years the class kept growing as more and more people 
came from many different countries. At last the Maxwell living room could no 
longer contain them. In 1961 the group changed to a Sunday morning class time 
and moved to First Baptist Church, becoming known as the International Bible 
Class, which still meets each Sunday and has become two classes. 

These newcomers to America had problems adjusting to our culture and 
communicating effectively in a language so different from that of their native 
lands. Hasseltine had an answer to that problem. She recruited other volunteers 
and began classes in English as a Second Language, also referred to as 
Conversational English. Of four teachers, three substitues, and several host 
families, those still active in the week-day or Sunday program from the 
beginning are Mrs. Dorothy Harper, Mrs. Bernice Bevis and Mrs. Martha 
Wheeler. 

Hasseltine Maxwell's husband Phil worked with the Annuity Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He had his office in his home and from there 
worked out in the state. In 1969 the Convention wanted to get the various board 
offices together in a central location - Jacksonville - and so the Maxwells moved 
there. 

At the time Hasseltine, Betty (Mrs. Bill) Gardner, and Martha (Mrs. John) 
Wheeler were the teachers. Betty was expecting her second child in a few 
weeks, which would leave Martha the only teacher remaining. More volunteers 
seemed to go from scarce to none, but God answered our prayers. The program 
needed a new director, and Martha answered God's call to that position. Since 
that time Martha, with the untiring support and help of John, has faithfully and 
capably served as the Director of the English Program. Then God sent the 
teachers that were needed. 

The Lowell Ledfords, missionaries to Peru, chose to settle in Tallahassee 
when it became necessary to return to the states permanently for health reasons. 
Mrs. Ledford (Shirley) immediately agreed to teach with us and began teaching a 
week before Meg Gardner arrived in the world. Shirley taught for several years 
until she became a secretary at another local Baptist church. 
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At that time English classes were held in the Sunday School 
classrooms around the chapel, and the ladies of the W .M. U. served refreshments 
in the church parlor. During the next several years this was a very satisfactory 
arrangement. Not so good was the meeting place of the Sunday morning Bible 
Study, the Columns. At that time the Columns -- the 150-year-old antebellum 
home, now the offices of the Chamber of Commerce at the corner of Duval 
Street and Park Avenue -- was still on its original site at the corner of Park 
A venue and Adams street. This site is now occupied by the rear of the Chason 
Building and the parking lot under the Christian Life Center (CLC). When it 
was necessary to vacate the Columns, the Bible Study moved to the ground floor 
of the Duval wing of the church, and a drearier place would be hard to find. 

When Mrs. Maxwell moved to Jacksonville, Bernice (Mrs. Lewis) Bevis 
began teaching the Bible Study with the able assistance of Bill Daniel, who had 
also been a valuable associate during Mrs. Maxwell's teaching. Upon 
completion of the CLC, the class very happily left these unattractive but 
only-available-at-the-time quarters to meet in the second floor Youth Lounge of 
the CLC. The original class still meets in the lounge, and in the last two years 
the attendance has increased so that a second class now meets in the Ceramics 
and Craft room -- another less than ideal but all-that's-available space. Mrs. 
Bevis, Dr. E. C. Young, and Dr. Wai Law share the teaching of the original class. 
Edith (Mrs. Bob) Sederquist, Liz (Mrs. Jim) Chavis, Dr. Bertie Roy, and Libby 
(Mrs. Nap) Ellis teach the second class. 

Through the years the English classes grew. They filled all the classrooms 
around the chapel, overflowed into the library, and even met in the back part of 
the parlor. By the time our classes ended for the summer in May 1987, we were 
really cramped for space, and again our needs were met. In time for the new 
school year in September of that year, the beautiful second floor of the Chason 
Building was available and we moved there. It is ideally suited for our needs 
and provides room for further expansion from our present ten classes, plus the 
director and a secretary, on Thursday mornings. A second class, meeting on 
Tuesday nights, was started about three years ago and now has eight classes, plus 
a secretary and the same director. The present regular week-day staff consists of 
twenty-one people: eighteen teachers, two secretaries, and one director, plus a 
number of substitutes and the very important participation of the WMU, whose 
members serve refreshments at break-time each Tuesday night and Thursday 
morning. 

Class meeting time consists of two 45-minute instructional periods with a 
break between in which refreshments are enjoyed and there is opportunity for the 
WMU ladies and the students to meet each other. Singing and a brief devotional 
time are also a part of break-time. 
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We presently have an enrollment of about fifty students on Tuesday nights 
and forty on Thursday mornings. There are a few who attend both classes, but in 
general the night classes are composed of university graduate students, visiting 
professors, research professors, and post-doctoral students. More of the morning 
students are wives or mothers of university students and professors. 

Most of the students read English well. Some have studied English in 
their native lands as much as eight or ten years. Their primary problems are 
speaking and understanding (listening comprehension). 

You can see by the makeup of the classes that we have top people from 
the various countries. We have a unique opportunity here in that most of our 
students will be going back home to positions of leadership, and this is a 
tremendous opportunity to tell them of Jesus' love and show them that love 
through our love and friendship to them. What they take back with them can 
literally change the course of world history. 

In the past thirty years we have had contact with people from every 
continent - more than 60 countries that quite literally range through the alphabet 
from A to Z - from the Azores and Arabia to Zaire and Zimbabwe. So you see 
that we really cover the world. 

The above description of growth falls far short of seeing the excitement, 
joy, and the special privileges experienced by everyone involved during these 
years; so let's recall some of the individuals through the years. 

The opportunities to lend a loving hand are numerous and as varied as the 
countries from which our students come. One teacher sat with a waiting father 
during the birth of his first child and loaned crib, high chair, and playpen 
out-grown by her own children. Not only the first baby, but the second and the 
third as well used them before they were returned just in time for the lender's 
first grandchild. 

A young mother from Germany needed a bassinet; so a pillow in a wicker 
laundry basket proved most satisfactory. 

At times funds have been slow to arrive from home countries, and loans 
have been made. These have always been received with thankfulness and repaid 
as soon as possible. 

Some have come expecting Florida to be warm all the time, and when the 
thermometer drops into the 20 's, it's time to share warm coats and sweaters. 

Some who come are beautiful Christians whose testimonies inspire us and 
often put us to shame. Others have never seen a Bible, do not even know the 
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word, and even ask what the generic word "religion" means. But they are 
interested and open to learning about Jesus and His love. A number have asked 
Jesus into their hearts. It's such a wonderful joy when that happens! 

Don't think the day of miracles is past. Remember how God sent manna 
to feed the Israelites and sent ravens with meat for Elijah? Well, He supplied 
something rather southern to feed one of our fine Christian young men from 
Nigeria. Matthew arrived in New York with his tuition and room already paid, 
but carrying cash to buy his food and transportation. 

A taxi driver in New York robbed him, and he arrived in Tallahassee 
knowing no one and penniless. His manna was pecans falling from the trees 
around his dwelling place. He subsisted on these for a month until he was 
noticed in church by a couple who invited him home to lunch. They discovered 
what had happened and gave him food and a part-time job. A member of our 
Women's Missionary Union donated a bicycle for his transportation. 

As Paul Harvey would say, "This is the rest of the story." - Some time 
later his fiancee, Joanna, came over, and they were married at First Baptist 
Church. The same couple who had discovered Matthew took Joanna into their 
home until the wedding. 

Today Matthew is a licensed pharmacist working here in town, has two 
lovely children, and just moved into a new home. His wife sings in the choir, 
and he has just recently been ordained as a deacon in our church. 

Their wedding is only one of a good many that have taken place in our 
church. One couple was from Zaire, where French is the official language, and 
the bride spoke no English; so we found an interpreter to translate the ceremony 
for her. 

Another bride from Vietnam asked John Wheeler to give her away and 
Martha to serve as mother of the bride. 

In a Korean wedding the bride wore four different gorgeous costumes for 
the ceremony and reception. And Philip and Eleanor Tsui, a Chinese couple 
from Hong Kong, had their reception refreshments catered from Toronto, 
Canada. Of course, this was before Lucy Ho arrived in Tallahassee. Some 
months after their marriage, Philip and Eleanor moved to Parkway Baptist 
Church, where they served as music director and pianist respectively until they 
completed their university studies and left Tallahassee. 

So you can see that we have lots of interesting things going on. We could 
tell stories all day. There are babies born, many varied needs - financial, 
health-wise, emotional - which are helped in any way we can. In short, we try to 
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be a support family to those whose families are half-a-world away. During class 
one day one wife said with a beaming smile, "I am not happy other places, but 
here I am happy." 

Another was telling our classes goodbye to return home to Korea. She 
said, "When I came, I was homesick, lonely, and depressed. Then I came here, 
and now I am happy. I feel all the teachers are my mothers." 

Once a new mother was in need of a blood transfusion, and through our 
church donors this was arranged for her. 

There have been times of sadness as well as times of joy. A young mother 
from Brazil died in childbirth. Another from the Orient was drowned when 
tubing on the lchetucknee River. 

Three Korean ladies, all students in our classes, were very seriously 
injured in an automobile accident and spent long months recovering. In January, 
speaking of the old year and coming into the new, one of these ladies said to 
some of the teachers, "When the accident happened, I thought it was a very bad 
thing, but now I'm glad because everybody was so kind, and when I look at you, 
I see Jesus. I go back to Korea and I take Him in my heart." That makes it all 
worthwhile. 

Our WMU has been a vital part of the success of our program. In fact, the 
program would never have been so successful these thirty years without their 
support. Different ladies take turns preparing refreshments for the Tuesday and 
Thursday classes and respond to any special needs or problems that arise. We 
deeply appreciate them. Group Six of the WMU has been our core support 
group. This WMU group is composed of members who have a particular interest 
in, and stay current on, the activities and achievements of the entire International 
ministry, give special services, donate Christmas gifts, host parties, meet needs 
of all kinds, and give encouragement and inspiration to all the workers in the 
ministry. 

The special annual events are Thanksgiving dinner, Christmas parties, and 
a May picnic. The Thanksgiving dinner is held in the church Fellowship Hall the 
week before Thanksgiving and serves approximately 400 people: our students, 
their families and International friends, plus the staff and their families. 

The Thursday Christmas party was held at the home of Mrs. Eleanor 
Plyler for a number of years until the number of students outgrew the capacity of 
her living room. At that time Rosemary (Mrs. Joe) Jacobs opened her home for it 
and has since continued the custom of a beautiful party. The attendance some 
years is over sixty people. 
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The Tuesday night students were invited, but few could attend; so this 
year a night party was planned. Kay (Mrs. John) Smith opened her home for it, 
and about fifty-five people attended. At both parties the Christmas story was 
beautifully told with flannelgraph pictures by Gerry (Mrs. Henry) Garland. 

We have a picnic in May at the end of our spring semester. For several 
years this was held at the lake in Maclay Gardens. Then, some years ago, Libby 
Ellis invited us to go to Mandalay, a vacation place on the Aucilla River, which 
she and Nap share with some other families. Everyone brings a covered dish, 
and we have a feast of foods of the world. The fun and fellowship are special, 
and the boat rides on the river conducted by Nap are a highlight of the day. 

This outing marks the end of our school year, and we are out for the 
summer with classes beginning again in September. 

A history of our program would not be complete without mentioning the 
transportation provided to students. This was before the beginning of Taltran. In 
the early years teachers picked up any students living in the general area of their 
routes to classes. If this did not reach some of the students, other means were 
devised. One teacher with a station wagon had a route at one time that ranged 
from the south side of Alumni Village to the east side of Betton Hills, with 
various side stops in between. 

Then came Taltran, which helped with the more widely scattered students. 
But the number in Alumni Village increased until a station wagon was no longer 
sufficient. At.that point the use of a church van was begun. For a few years it 
was driven by whoever of the church staff was available - from Coleman 
Thompson, Minister of Education, to Luther, one of the maintenance staff. 
About three years ago John Wheeler volunteered to take that responsibility, and 
each Thursday the number of passengers is between fifteen and twenty, and at 
times exceeds this, requiring a second trip to be made. 

Another facet of care for the needs of the Internationals and teachers is 
provision of pre-school child care during class time. In the early years the 
church had no pre-school program, but it did have loving volunteers who kept 
the little ones while their mothers were in class. Once the pre-school program 
was begun, the little ones were taken into it. Since child care can be provided 
only during the day, this service is only for Thursday morning classes. The 
pre-school program is another outreach and assistance to Literacy Missions for 
which we are truly grateful. 

It is not necessary that our volunteers have any special previous training 
or experience. The essentials are a warm, loving Chrisitan heart and a sensitivity 
to the students' loneliness and problems as they attempt to adjust to a different 
culture. 
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Training is available for volunteers from several sources. Periodically, 
workshops are offered in our own program here at the church. Each workshop is 
led by one of our own teachers who has been trained and certified to lead 
workshops anywhere in the Southern Baptist Convention. We are fortunate to 
have two of our teachers with such training, Jane Granger and Edith Sederquist. 

Once a year in October a Literacy Missions conference is held at our Lake 
Yale training center near Eustis, Florida. The workshops at Lake Yale are led by 
highly trained and experienced people, not only from our Florida Baptist 
Convention, but coming from all over the Southern Baptist Convention, from 
here to Kentucky to Alaska. 

This conference provides four levels of training: beginning and advanced 
in both CE and ARW. The fellowship with these leaders and the sharing of 
experiences with volunteers from all parts of the State make a 
never-to-be-forgotten weekend. 

Each summer Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama, provides a 
week's intensive training in CE or ARW for anyone who desires to lead 
workshops in one or both of these areas. The experience is rich! The best 
teachers and trainers are provided, and training extends into all areas: teaching 
in the classroom; leading workshops to train new teachers or update current 
teachers; new materials, methods, and techniques that have proven to be 
effective; giving devotionals; cultural differences; and witnessing to those of 
other faiths, or no faith at all. The inspiration, enthusiasm, and knowledge that 
come from fellowshipping with teachers, directors, trainers, and special 
consultants from all over the United States are immeasurable and something to 
be shared as soon as possible. 

In addition to these training opportunities, those considering volunteering 
are welcome to visit our classes, meet the students at break time, and observe 
classes. 

Needless to say the success of this program and its contributions to the 
lives of our International friends would not have been possible without the strong 
support through the years of our pastors and their staffs. 
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