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CALENDAR 

Education committee meeting open to the general 
membership. Home of Margaret Menzel, 1605 
Kolapakin Nene. See article below. 
Board meeting, Evelyn Martin. 
Voter registration books close. 
School board candidates meeting, Tallahassee 
Federal. Ruth Chapman, moderator. 
First primary. 
Second primary. 
Board meeting. Dottie Sidwell. 
Membership coffees. 
State Education Units, Concensus Meetings. 
United Nations Day 
Board meeting. Dottie Sidwell. 
General election. 
Unit meetings, concensus on nonpartisan 

elections. 

Voters Service? 
Edith McCollum has resigned as voters service chairman because of ill health. 
The president frantically needs a volunteer -- or suggestion -- someone will
ing to assume this important post during the fall elections. Call Fran if 
you can help. 

Candidates Meeting 
The important candidates meeting for school board candidates will be held 
Aug. 12 at Tallahassee Federal. Though the timing may come during many mem
bers' vacations, it was the only possibility because of September primaries. 
Ruth Chapman has agreed to serve as moderator. Betty Dyckman will be contact
ing area radio stations to carry the program. If you' re in town, do come ·to 
this important meeting • 

••• And An Appointed Superintendent 
The Board has voted to work for passage of a referendum making the Leon 
County school superintendent an appointive post. Though the issue failed 
two years ago, the Board believes it is important to improve administration 
procedures in local schools. Possibly a speakers bureau will be activated 
to work for passage. If you can help or have suggestions, please call Fran 
or Betty Dyckman. 

United Fund 
Shirley Taylor has been appointed as League · member to the Agency Review and 
Budget committee of the · united Fund. Also needed is a member for the United 
Fund-related Council on Aging. Volunteers? 

Education Meeting 
Local and state education committees and the ; general membership will meet 
Wednesday, July 15, 8 p.m., at Margaret Menzels, 1605 Kolapakin Nene. Com
mittee members will report on measures of quality of education in Leon 
County schools. Everyone invited. 



• - .. 

The Upcoming . Elections 
Those September primaries are causing all sorts of registration problems , 
throughout the state. There's always a possibility they're subject to change, , 
but is of now, registration books close Aug. 8 and won't be reopened until 
after the Nov. 3 general election. But if ':residency or age requirements will 
be fulfilled during these dates, persons may register in advance. And check 
your vacation calendar for ab .sentee ballots if you' 11 be out of town during 
elections. If you're unsure about your voting status, check with elections 
supervisor Wilma Sullivan at the County Court House. 

Concensus on Unicameral Legislature 
Local leagues have reached concensus favoring a unicam~ral legislature. Main 
reasons favoring a one house legislature were efficiency, the pinpointing of 
responsibility, economy and simplifying procedures. Restrictions favored, in 
addition to unicameralism, include requiring sufficient time for debate and 
public response between introduction and passage of bills, staggered four year 
terms for legislators, and making committee assignments by a committee of 
legislators. 

Consensus will be asked this fall on the question of partisan vs. nonpartisan 
elections for legislators. Attempts to get a referendum on the unicameral 
question failed in the last legislature. 

The consensus also suggested several changes in the bicameral legislature: 
smaller houses, simplified procedure for passing bills and adequate notice 
of time and agenda for committee meetings. 

LWV Support for Judicial Reform Article 
The State board has agreed to support the proposed constitutional amendment 
revising the judicial article. The LWV has a position favoring simplifica
tion and uniformity of the state's court system. ·Though the article still 
provides for elected judges, rather than appointed~ 'it is considered an im
provement over present articles. Watch the State Voter.in . September for an · 
explanatory item. 

Convention Notes 
Now that the 50th anniversary convention held in May is history, it's a good 
time to review some of their actions. From all reports it was a lively con
vention and likely 'to attract comment for some time. 

The convention voted to lower the age for LWV membership to "at least 18 years 
of age," beginning immediately. It's hoped we will gain some new members 
from A&M and FSU campuses. More about that in the fall. 

''. 

The new National Voter explains the two year program adopted, the second in 
a row with non-recommended items added to the study list. · Leaguers voted 
overwhelmingly to add ·a study of Congress to the nationai program. 

National Program 1970-72 
1. Evaluation of U.S~ Congress, structures, procedtifes and practices. 
2. Environmental quality, with emphasis on population growth~ including 

conservation and w'ater resources planning. · ·. 
3. Human resources. · Support of equal opportunity in educati~n; ~mployment 

.- . !··· .: '. 
and housing. . .. 

4. Foreign policy. Su~porting U.S. policies to promote d~~~l6pment efforts 
focusing on human needs in developing nations, promoting world trade and 
maintaining a strong economy at home, normalizing relations with the 
People's Republic of China, and strengthening the United Nations. 

5. Representative government~ · Direct popular vote of the president, self 
government for the District of Columbia _and reapportionment of state 
legislatures. 

Our Local Program 
Education: Development of a yardstick for quality education in Leon County, 

and evaluation of the instructional program. 
Community Planning and Zoning: Study of consolidation of city and county 

government and services, developing a yardstick for good planning and zon
ing, and study of budgets, tax structure and other services. 



. J ' • - New Members • Membership chairman Dottie Sidwell has · 'been recruiting new members from every
where. Results of a June coffee--four new members. We welcome Mrs. Elon 
West, Jr., Jean Graetz, Mrs. Louis Nourse and Mrs ·. Ellis Rasmussen. We'll 
have more about them irr the next Voter. More membership coffees--day and 
evening--are planned for October. 

The President's Speech 
Mrs. Lucy Benson's speech at the convention is notable and excerpts are in the 
National Voter. Speaking about the events in Cambodia and at Kent State--
all happening at Convention time, Mrs. Benson told the delegates, "What is 
happening today ••• is part of something that has been building for a long time; 
part of a situation that poses a direct challenge to the ability of our sys
tem to accommodate and encourage dissent and change. We have not responded 
well ••• we see separateness rather than solutions; polarization rather than 
unity. 

"A growing number of those who reject or are rejected have established, 
rightly or wrongly, systems or life-styles of their own. We have developed 
separate sub-establishments and sub-cultures--each with its 
own morality, its own values, its own goals. We see this among blacks. 
Among hippies In the drug culture. On campuses. In segments of the woman's 
liberation movement. The always private world of the adolescent has become 
even more exclusive. 

"To many Americans some of the new groups and new ways are strange, foreign 
and frightening. Their response has been to treat them as foreigners and 
aliens. It is almost as if the United States were in the midst of a new 
wave of immigration and we were repeating some of the early history of the 
Irish in Boston, the Jews is New York, Orientals on the West Coast. 

"America has the history book tradition of the melting pot but it also has 
a tradition of hostility to and reje~tion , of outsiders--particularly outsiders 
who are making demands, who do not conform, who want a higher place in the 
economic ladder, whose beliefs and values are different • 

•.. And A Challenge 
During Convention, Mrs. Benson wrote to Pres. Nixon: "As we meet to pursue 
our traditional business of building informed citizen support for effective 
democratic self-government, we feel it is imperative that the turmoil in our 
country spread no further. It is our conviction that the government of the 
United States must respond to the concerns of its citizens. We urge you to 
listen with close attention to the voices of all the people--the young and 
the mature, the poor and the affluent, the farm, the city, the suburb and the 
campus. The tragedy of a divided nation must be averted." 

In response the National Board has challenged each member and each chapter 
to take up the challenge "to bring people together to discuss the issues in 
order to lessen the polarization and tension in the county." 

Is there need and interest for us to take up the challenge? Here are sug
gestions from national. 

"Begin by identifying 
Opposing viewpoints? 
issues range from the 
garbage collection. 

the issues of particular concern to your own community. 
Spokesmen? Facts and resources available? The divisive 
war in Southeast Asia to bussing of school children to 

"Consider if the League can really reach the dissenting voices in your com
munity or if they are turned off because the League is sometimes considered 
to be part of the establishment. Approach other groups and organizations 
and work together to determine the best ways of reaching people who should 
be included in order to achieve a meaningful dialogue. 

"Most of all do not shun controversy. Angry feelings are not resolved in a 
single meeting, a single election or in a single year. What you hope to 
achieve is an acknowledgement of the varied facets of an issue through 
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exposure to dive;gent v. ws, a chance for people to- eact to one another, 
and a catalytic ef~ect in the community. 

.... 

"Whatever. the f0.rmat it w1.ll take a cool. head (in good League tradition) and a 
strong sense .of the ?V~rriding pqrpose of the me eting. 

"We have said it will not be easy. Many of . the modes of operation will not be 
familiar. But perhaps it is time that the League begins to adapt its own 
modes of operation to encompass · unfamiiiar--but often effect:i,ve"."-av~nues to 
political awareness." 

A pr~9tical possib~iify for us to pursue? It is a ch~ll~nge. 1 Fran or any 
member of the Board will be glad to have your suggestions. 

Needed Observers 'I' 

Obse 'rvers wi .11 be needed in the fall for the agencies the League keeps covered--
a very important and worthwhile task of the LWV. If you'd like to help with 
observing call Mrs. Elon West, Jr., or Fran. 

_ 1 

1.EAGUE OF wo~~••J ll('TrRS 
P. 0. 80Y 

H-1L.LAHASSEE, i L01,,..,M j,_j04 

-,:_- __ . 

-. 

.. 

-.... 


