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LIVING NATIVITY
One of our family traditions each Christmas has been to see a living nativity pageant, a dramatic reenactment in
biblical costume of Christ's birth . For Drake 's first Christmas , Parker and I went to see the pageant ; Drake and Kelly
stayed home . Parker's buddy Zeb , who is four years older than Parker, played the significant role of a villager. Zeb 's part
required him to do two very important things : ("1) to lie on a mat; and (2) to be pushed down by a Roman soldier. I
checked the footnotes to see if this was actually in the Bible . It was not. According to six-year-old Parker, however,
because Zeb was pushed , "It's in the Bible ."
When we arrived home , Parker was ready to perform his version of the pageant. I asked him if he might want to be in
Zeb 's production one day. "No, Dad ," he replied , "I'll just do my own in the neighborhood ." With that Parker made a list of
fourteen characters to recruit for the neighborhood pageant . Some were in the Bible, others were imagined .
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Guys who get pushed- 2
Soldiers who push the guys- 2
Shepherds- 3
Magi- 3
Mary- 1
Joseph- 1
Angel - 1
"Harold " the King - 1

We rehearsed the pageant in our front yard , chose neighbors to play characters , practiced their parts , and staged the
scenes . But when the time arrived for our pageant , all the neighbors left town for vacation . Apparently they did not
understand everything that Parker planned . He wondered why anyone would leave town and miss the chance to be in
the pageant.
To make up for the absence of neighbors, we performed a family version of "Harold the King" on Christmas Eve at home.
Grandparents played their parts . Drake played baby Jesus . I was a shepherd and a few other characters . Kelly played
Mary, wearing blue . Parker was the guy who gets pushed down .
Like many other children , the fun for Parker was in the planning, imagining , and designing of an event that never quite
took place . But I've wondered how often God has given us the opportunity each year to be a part of the performance.
Too distracted and busy with everything else going on, we miss our part in the story.
The Christmas story invites us to be a part of the next generation who not only observes the drama but reenacts the
meaning in our lives . We plan , prepare , tell and live the message that God is with us . Someone has been writing a role
for you . Wi II you be here for your part?

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
Beginning this Sunday, December 15, we will have
Christmas ornaments to give away to guests who worship
with us this Advent season. When you invite your friends
to Sunday mornings, The Other Wise Man musical, or our
Christmas Eve services, please make sure they meet
Dr. Shiel I and the rest of our pastoral staff in the 1st Floor
Cafe in the welcome center.
If you are a member and would like to purchase an ornament, we have a limited number available for $1 0 each.
See Sharon at the front desk to get yours!

CALENDAR
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
8:00AM Median Adult Ill Bible Study. Parlor
9:00AM Traditional Worship. Sanctuary
10:00AM Churchwide Bible Study Options
10:15AM Median Adult 3 Christmas Brunch. Fellowship Hall
11 :15AM Contemporary Worship. Sanctuary
6:00PM "The Other Wise Man" Christmas Celebration. Sanctuary

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
9:30AM Homebound Visitation. Conference Room

THE OTHERWISE MAN
The Music Ministry will present ''The Other Wise Man"
THIS SUNDAY, December 15, at 6:00PM. This dramatic
presentation , accompanied by the music of our 70-voice
Christmas choir and full orchestra, will stir your heart and
enliven your faith. The story was written in 1895 by author,
educator, and clergyman Henry Van Dyke , who said ,
" .. .I have never felt as if it were my own. It was gift, and it
seemed to me as if I knew the Giver." Though written long
ago, the story has a message that speaks to seekers of
the Truth in any century. Come with open hearts and open
eyes , bringing any and all of those who seek. For, "all who
seek will surely one day find."

TUESDA~ DECEMBER17
11 :30AM First Joy Christmas Luncheon. Fellowship Hall
6:00PM Childcare for Internationals. Duval 2nd Floor
6:30PM Internationals English Classes. Chason 2201

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18
11 :00AM Senior Adult Bible Study. Welcome Center
4:45PM Fellowship Meal. Fellowship Hall
5:00PM Youth Snack Rack. CLC 2nd Floor
6:00PM Childcare. Duval 1st Floor
6:00PM Children's Choir. Duval 2nd Floor

ADULT PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY

6:00PM Church Business Meeting. Sanctuary

From Jesus to Christmas: 2,000 years of Celebrating
Jesus' Birth , led by Dr. Shiel I. How did we get from the
manger in Bethlehem to Santa Claus, Christmas trees,
and sales? All adults are invited to join us on Wednesday night in the sanctuary at 6:00PM. This week, after a
brief business meeting , we'll take a look at the history of
Christmas and discover the rich meaning and some of the
mayhem behind the symbols.

6:45PM RAs and GAs. Duval 2nd Floor
7:00PM Christmas Choir and Orchestra Party. Chason 2201
7:00PM Security Committee. Large Meeting Room
7:15PM Young Adults Veritas. Adams 317
7:15PM Israel/Jordan Trip Participant Meeting. Duval 209

THURSDA~ DECEMBER19
There will be no Wednesday night activities December 25
through January 1. Regular schedule resumes January 8.

9:00AM Childcare for Internationals. Duval 2nd Floor
9:30AM Internationals English Classes. Chason 2201
5:30PM First Brass. Adams 200

SABAL PALM PARTNERSHIP
Come out and support the children and families at Sabal
Palm during their Christmas Program - Thursday,
December 19 at 10:00AM. All are welcome, but if you
would like to help provide treats , please contact Rhonda
(x501 or rhonda@fbctlh.org) .

6:30PM Praise Team Rehearsal. Sanctuary

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
9:00AM-1:00PM CLC Open

SENIOR ADULTS
Need a gift idea? Sign up now for the FBC Branson Show Extravaganza (May 18-24, 2014). The package includes:
motorcoach transportation, 6 nights lodging, 10 meals, admission to 7 fabulous shows, plus the Branson Belle all for $669
(per person, double occupancy). $75 secures your place on the bus! Final Payment due 3/12/14. Contact Kathy (x141)
with questions. For payments and reservations, contact Holiday Cruises and Tours , Chynell Jefferson at 850.386. 7327.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Be sure and invite your family and friends to join us for one of our Christmas Eve worship services. A special service for
families with young children will be at 4:00PM , and the candlelight service will be at 6:00PM.
Sunday, December 29 we will have a combined worship service at 10:30AM with no regular SMBS classes. This will be
the only variation from our regular Sunday morning schedule .
For your information: the church offices will be closed for the Christmas holiday on December 24 and 25, as well as on
January 1. Year-end contributions may be made until 5:00PM on Tuesday, December 31 .

STEWARDSHIP REMINDER
for: those who are over 70 l/2 years of age with IRAs or 401Ks
Ifyou are required to take a minimum distribution from your IRA or 401K and do not need the money,
you may direct your IRA/40/K custodian to send your contribution directly to a charity... such as...
First Baptist Church
108 West College Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Doing it this way, beingpaid directly to the church, allows you to avoid being taxed on the distribution
and you still get the credit for a charitable contribution for tax purposes. There will be a form from your
custodian you will need to sign directing this option and supplying the correct address.
This is the last year this option is available under the current rules. The IRS has extended this provision
twice before, but there is no promise of this for next year
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HOMELESS HOSPITALITY

MORE OPPORTUNITIES

Each Christmas morning, FBCTLH provides a place
for the homeless in our community to take showers
and have a hot breakfast. This year, we are planning
to give away NEW socks and underwear. If you would
like to participate, please bring donations in their
original packaging to the front desk.

Check out the new fbctlh.org/Serve page
for more ways to get involved now in
serving in and through FBCTLH.

FLORIDA BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOME
For the month of December, we will join the Children's
Home in collecting cold weather supplies, such as
hand lotion, Kleenex, chapstick, gloves, scarves, and
hats. Collection bins are in the College Avenue foyer,
the welcome center, by the elevator on the first floor
of the Adams building, and in the main office.
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THE VISION NEWSLETTER
The Vision (USPS 662-400) is published
weekly, except for Independence Day and
Christmas , by First Baptist Church , 108 West
College Avenue , Tallahassee , FL 32301 .

Periodicals postage paid at Tallahassee , FL .
All submissions are subject to editorial
revision . Deadline for submissions is 10 days
before Sunday publishing date .
For submissions, address corrections ,
or to unsubscribe , contact x 132 or
hello@fbctlh .org .
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Tallahassee , FL 32301 .
SERVICE RECORDINGS
fbctlh .org/sermons

Our Traditional Worship service is
broadcast on Comcast Channel 21 at
11 :00AM each Sunday.
Contact x215 or lee@fbctlh.org with questions.
If you would like to be on our mailing list to
receive a free DVD of our worship services
each week, please contact x201 or
lenoir@fbctlh.org .

FELLOWSHIP MEAL
December 18 - spaghetti, meat or
marinara sauce, green beans, bread , mini
salad bar, and dessert

9:00AM
10:00AM
11·15AM

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
BIBLE STUDY
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

FINANCIALS
YTD budget: $2,298,570
Receipts 12/08: $108,922
YTD receipts: $2,313,798
Winter Missions as of 12/08: $3,546
DEACON SCHEDULE
Deacon of the Day - Jim Davis

G

Deacons of the Week
•
9AM
Cecil Davis
•
10AM
Gerald Culbreth
•
11 AM
Seth Ablordeppey

The Emmanuel Deadline

SECURITY SCHEDULE
Sunday, December 15
•
8AM
Tim Barry
•
10AM
Brent Daniel
•
11 AM
Erik Eikeland

Wednesday, December 18
•
6PM
Wayne Connor
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