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The Music Ministry presents 

The Chamber Orchestra 
Michael Norris, Conductor 

Julie Byrenton, Soprano 
Angela Dilkey, Mezzo - Soprano 

Christopher Swanson, Tenor 
Christopher Mitchell, Bass 

The First Baptist Church Chamber Choir 

In 

Messiah 
A Sacred Oratorio 

By George Frideric Handel 

About Handel's Messiah 

Handel had known what it was to be popular! For 30 years he had entertained Lords and 
Ladies with his chamber music and operas. But those days seemed long past. Credit~ 
were at his door. He was depressed. He could not sleep and he was plagued by rheu 
tism. If he did not come up with a musical success soon, the 56-year-old composer fear 
he would finish out his days in a London debtor's prison. Two letters arrived that fateful 
summer of 1741 that would change everything for George Frideric Handel. The first letter 
was an invitation from the Duke of Devonshire inviting him to the Irish Capital, Dublin, to 
produce a series of benefit concerts. These concerts were to be given "for the relief of 
the prisoners in several jails, and for the support of two hospitals, Mercer's Hospital on 
Stephen Street, and the Charitable Infirmary on Inn's Quay." Handel thought the change 
might do him good, and he was eager to be out from under the persistent pressure of his 
creditors. He accepted the invitation. 

Shortly thereafter a second letter arrived from Charles Jennens, a wealthy but somewhat 
eccentric English landowner. Jennens had written some lyrics for him in the past. The 
letter contained a compilation of Old and New Testament scripture passages. Handel read 
the words again and again. He felt impressed to put them to music in oratorio form. An 
oratorio is a sort of spiritual opera. Unlike most oratorios with two sections, Messiah has 
three. Part I of the oratorio deals with the prophecy concerning and birth of the Messiah. 
Part II focuses on God's plan for redemption. Part III tells of the resurrection and future 
reign of Christ. Handel took his new oratorio to Dublin with him. The first official presenta
tion was on April 13, 1742. It was a tremendous success. Performances soon followed 
throughout England and the rest of Europe. When performed in its entirety, the work 
lasts over three hours. This is most likely the reason for the custom of standing during the 
Hallelujah Chorus. The King of England, having been seated for almost two hours, probably 
stood to stretch during this chorus that concludes Part II. The people in attendance were 
not allowed to sit if the King was standing. Contrary to popular custom, Messiah was 
originally associated with the celebration of Easter rather than Christmas. 

Handel lived for another seventeen years and led many performances of this great work. 
In fact, he conducted the last one only eight days before his death. Charles Burney,A 
18th century music historian, remarked that Handel's Messiah "fed the hungry, clothed WI' 
naked, and fostered the orphan." While it has done all that to be sure, it has also directed 
the hearts of millions to the magnificence of Jesus Christ. 



Messiah 
''And without controvers~ great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested by the spirit seen of angels, preached among 

the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory- in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

- 1 Timothy 3:16; Colossians 2:3. 

Preface to the original wordbook, selected by Handel's librettist, Charles Jennens 

PART 1 - Prophecy and Birth 

Sinfonia 

Recit (Tenor) 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned; the voice of him that cried in the 
wilderness: Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God. (Isaiah 40:2b-3) 

Aria (Tenor) 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low, the crooked 
straight and the rough places plain. (Isaiah 40:4) 

Chorus 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Isaiah 40:5) 

Recit (Bass) 
Thus says the Lord of Hosts: Yet once a little while and I will shake the heavens and 
the earth, the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all nations; and the desire of all 
nations shall come. (Haggai 2:6-7) 

Ali e Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger 
'W f the Covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, he shall come, says the Lord of Hosts. 

(Malachi 3:1) 

Aria (Bass) 
But who may abide the day of his coming and who shall stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner's fire. (Malachi 3:2) 

Chorus 
And he shall purify the sons of Levy that they may offer unto the Lord an offering 
of righteousness. (Malachi 3:3) 

Recit (Mezzo - Soprano) 
Behold! A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel, God 
with us. (Isaiah 7:14) 

Aria (Mezzo - Soprano) and Chorus 
0 thou that tells good tidings of Zion, get thee up into the high mountain; 0 thou 
that tells good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! (Isaiah 40:9) 

Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. (Isaiah 
60:1) 

Recit (Bass) 
For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee; and his glory shall be seen upon thee, and the gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. (Isaiah 60:2-3) 

A- ss) 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; and they that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. (Isaiah 9:2) 

Chorus 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

Pastoral Symphony 

Recit (Soprano) 
There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night, 
(Luke 2:8) 

Recit (Soprano) 
And lo! The angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them, and they were sore afraid. (Luke 2 :9) 

Recit (Soprano) 
And the Angel said unto them, Fear not; for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people; for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2: 10-11) 

Recit (Soprano) 
And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising .41 
God and saying ... (Luke 2:13-14) • 

Chorus 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, goodwill towards men. (Luke 2: 14) 

Aria (Soprano) 
Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion! Shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee! He is the righteous Savior, and he shall speak peace unto 
the heathen. (Zechariah 9:9-10) 

Recit (Mezzo - Soprano) 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing. (Isaiah 35:5-6) 

Aria (Mezzo - Soprano and Soprano) 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, and he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. (Isaiah 40: 11) 

Come unto him, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and he will give you rest. Take 
his yoke upon you, and learn of him, for he is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls. (Matthew 11:28-29) 

Chorus 
His yoke is easy and his burden is light. (Matthew 11:30) 

Chorus 
Hallelujah: for the Lord God omnipotent reigns. (Revelation 19:6) 

The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; 411 
and He shall reign forever and ever. (Revelation 11:15) 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. (Revelation 19: 16) 



Soloists 
ulie Bryenton, soprano, is a graduate student at Florida State University working 
n her Master of Music degree in opera performance. She is a student of Stanford 

Olson. Julie has appeared in Florida State Opera productions as Anne Trulove in The 
Rake's Progress, First Lady in Die Zauberflote, and Mabel in The Pirates of Penzance. 
Originally from Brantford, Ontario, Canada, Ms. Bryenton holds the Bachelor of Music 
degree from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois where she was the soprano 
soloist for annual productions of Messiah. While in Tallahassee she was also heard as 
the soprano soloist in the Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra's production of Poulenc's 
Gloria. Additionally, Julie has served as a soloist for worship services at First Baptist 
Church. 

Angela Di Ikey, mezzo-soprano, is currently pursuing her Doctor of Music degree 
at Florida State University. While at FSU, Ms. Dilkey has performed Baba the Turk in 
The Rake's Progress, Second Lady in Die Zauberflote, and Prince Orlofsky in Die 
Fledermaus. She earned her master's degree in vocal performance from the New 
England Conservatory of Music where she sang Mrs. Page in The Merry Wives of 
Windsor, and Clarina in La Cambiale di Mastrimonio. During the summer of 1998, Ms. 
Dilkey attended the Tanglewood Music Festival in the Berkshires on the Leah Tanzian 
Memorial Scholarship. Her summer of 1998 was spent in Rome singing La Zia Principessa 
in Suor Angelica. 

Christopher Swanson, tenor, is a doctoral candidate at Florida State University 
where he studies voice with Stanford Olsen. While at FSU, Mr. Swanson has per
formed the roles of Eisenstein in Die Fledermaus, Tom Rakewell in The Rake's Progress 
and Tamino in Die Zauberflote. He has also performed the role of Jonathan in Handel's 

•

ratorio, Saul with the FSU choral department and the Mozart Requiem with the 
allahassee Community Choir. Christopher holds degrees in music from Michigan State 

University and the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He was also a district winner in 
the 1999 Metropolitan Opera National Council Competition. A native of Michigan, Chris-
topher lives in Tallahassee with his wife, Jennifer Gallagher, and their daughter, Ellie. 

Christopher Mitchell, bass-baritone, is currently a doctoral candidate in Voice 
Performance and Pedagogy at Florida State University, where he received the Master 
of Music in Voice Performance last spring. While at FSU, Mr. Mitchell has performed 
in several productions with Florida State Opera, including Nick Shadow in The Rake's 
Progress, Frank in Die Fledermaus, and Mr. Lindquist in A Little Night Music. Mr. Mitchell 
is a native of East Lansing, Michigan and received his BM in Vocal Music Education 
from Michigan State University. Performances in his home state include several roles 
with the Opera Company of Mid-Michigan, including Leporello in Don Giovanni, Colline 
in La Boheme, and the title role of Don Pasquale. He also performed the roles of 
Guglielmo in Cosi fan tutte and Zuniga in Carmen with Michigan State University, and 
the role of Anthony in Sweeney Todd with Riverwalk Theater in Lansing, Michigan. 
Prior to attending Florida State, Mr. Mitchell served on the faculty of Lansing Commu
nity College as Director of Choral Activities and as a voice instructor. 

Music Ministry at First Baptist Church 
The mission of the Music Ministry at First Baptist Church is to glorify God by providing 
a highly diverse program of quality music for worship and ministry; and to provide 
intentional music education for persons of all ages. This mission goal is achieved 

•
rough an extensive education and performance based ministry program that in
udes choral and instrumental choirs and ensembles for persons age 3 through se

nior adult. 



The Chatnber Choir 
Timothy Myers, Rehearsal Accompanist 

Soprano Alto Tenor 

Sue Beard Margaret Allen Murray Cooper 

Debi Chandler Suzanne Brantley Chris Gorsuch 
Brent Hartzell Robyn Chase Grace Brock 

June Dollar Linda Crew J. Brian Morris 

Ann Moreland Pat Gaskins 
Bass Patricia Pottle Donna Heald 

Becky Poucher Vena Roberts Paul Clayton 

Renee Riggs Martha Story Jeff Crew, Jr. 
Byron Folsom 
Elmer Horne 

Eric Hurst 
John Schranz 

Stan Sheppard 

The Chatnber Orchestra 

Violin Bass Continuo 
Emily Hanna Eddie Casto Timothy Myers 

Jennifer Dalmas (harpsichord) 
Katy Simmons Oboe S. Corey Powell 
Mike Weaver Scott Andrew Bartucca ( organ) 

Stephanie Caulder 
Viola Timpani 

Michelle Rush Bassoon Brian Dell 
Phil Rush Chris Schaub 

Cello Trumpet 
Lubmir Georgiev Scott Beckett 
EvgeniRaychev Scott Kiser 

Music Ministry Staff 
Michael R. Norris, Minister of Music 

Penny Folsom, Associate Minister of Music 
Pam Cooke, Music Assistant/ Director of Youth Choirs 

S. Scott Beckett, Music Assistant / Director of Instrumental Music 
S. Corey Powell, Church Organist 

Mary Whitaker, Administrative Assistant 

Kawai MP-170 Electronic Harpsichord provided courtesy of Jim's Pianos. 
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