






Biographical Sketch 

NELL RANKIN 

Leading Mezzo Soprano 
Metropolitan Opera Company 

PAUL PARMELEE at the piano 

The name NELL RANKIN is synonomous with great singing. The 
Metropolitan Opera's leading Mezzo Soprano, she towers over the world 
of vocal art today like a veteran, although she is only 32. Miss Rankin 
made her public debut at the age of 4 starring on her own radio program. 
She startled her parents at the age of 9 by announcing that she intended 
to become one of the greatest singers of her time. This seemed a 
remarkable forecast, when in 1950 her appearance on the European 
scene created a sensation. She became the first American in history 
to win the coveted first prize in Geneva's famous International Concours 
de Musique. From that moment the world-wide acclaim accorded Nell 
Rankin could find few parallels in the annals of music. She stars in 
virtually all the world's great opera houses: The Metropolitan, Milan's 
famous La Scala, Vienna State Opera, London's Covent Garden, the San 
Francisco and ·Chicago Operas, Mexico City Opera, Havana Opera, and 
many more. At the Metropolitan Miss Rankin has scored success after 
stunning success as Carmen, Amneris, Azucena, and Ortrud. The press 
of Europe and the Americas have acclaimed her "the greatest Carmen 
of our time." Miss Rankin appears constantly with the world's leading 
symphony orchestras. Her formidable vocal technique, extraordinary 
interpretative powers, and exciting stage presence, have made Nell 
Rankin a favorite of the world's concert halls and opera houses, and the 
leading mezzo soprano before the public today. 

In private life Miss Rankin is the wife of a prominent New York 
heart specialist. Between world- wide appearances, she divides her 
time among a luxurious Park Avenue apartment and her beautiful homes 
on Long Island Sound and the Gulf of Mexico. Her celebrated pet, 
King Tut, a domesticated jaguar, is often seen with Miss Rankin on her 
travels. 
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