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My associations with Moultrie date froIll Illy earliest child-

hood. Our annual visit to Uncle Bob Stokes' house was the high-

light of the year. Our cousins and their cousins, the Lewis 

children, spent Illany happy, carefree days together. Fresh fi g s, 

waterIllelons and cantaloupes, fried chicken and country haIll 

always seeIlled to abound. When the horse and buggy gave way to 

the handsoIlle E. M. F. autoIllobUe I felt that Illy Uncle Bob, for 

whoIll I was naIlled and for whoIll I had great affectation, IllUSt be 

a very rich Illan. 

My father died in 1918 when I was only eleven, and we Illoved 

to Moultrie. Those years before Illy departure for EIllory in 1925 

are vividly Illarked on Illy Illind and personality. 

S Y den were forceful personalities 

In school Mr. 

(l...~ L 
I n .... h.i .,g.h ---s-e h- Co 0 1 

I caIlle under the influence of Illy first great teacher, Miss Ethel 

AdaIlls. Great teachers are and always have been rare. I aIll in 

Illy thirty-third year as a college and university student or 

teacher, and I aIll proud to say that Miss Ethel reIllains one of 

the three great teachers who have Illost influenced Ille. 

The years have wrought Illany changes. Many of those who 

we red ear t 0 III e h a ve pas sed 0 n, and III yow n car e e r has t a k en III e 

to another part of the country for Illany years. My infrequent 

visits to the South, and Illy continued residence away Illade Ille 

fear that ThoIllas Wolfe was ri g ht when he said, "You can't go 
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horne again". When I was invited to Tallahassee early last sum-

mer I seriously pondered that statement. There seemed to be a 

new pace and tempo in the South. Everyone seemed rich or at 

least prosperous beyond my fondest recollections. Perhaps, I 

thought, we have all changed, so that I cannot happily go horne 

again. Most of my doubts were dispelled when I accepted the 

invitation to corne to the Florida State University. Now, less 

than five months after my return, they have all, long since, been 

dispelled. 

When Walter Blasingame called on me some time ago to invite 

me to speak this evening, I accepted gladly and happily. And, 

as I stand before you this evening and see so many familiar faces, 

each seems to bring me some particular memory associated with 

my youth. But I shall desist from reminiscing, else I might 

become maudlin, which I find unbecoming to a man0 more in

clined to curves than to angles. 

It has been my good fortune to serve as a professor and 

administrator in three interesting universities -- the University 

of Georgia, the first chartered state university, mellowed by 

age and tradition; the University of Chica g o, one of the world's 

great universities; and the Florida State University which com

bines the dignity of age with the vigor of youth. 

Among the great universities of this country the University 

of Chicago is the youngest. (University of Chicago -- Hayer 

Rockefeller -- Baptist Deficit --) 
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I hope that, as President of the Florida State University I 

can show some of the ingenuity and imagination of President 

Ha~ r. 

My central theme and fixed idea now are the Florida State 

University. It was in 1924 that I made my first trip to Talla-

hassee and saw the former Florida State College for Women. 

Al ~n Redfearn and I swiped his father's new Studebaker and hied 

ourselves to Tallahassee for dates with Dorothy Rogers and Lucy 

Barber. The roads were none too good, and we dented two fenders 

of the new car, or I should say the cows we hit dented the fenders. 

I shall leave untold the consequences of that little excursion. 

Tallahassee was then a quiet, sleepy, Southern town, and 

FSCWa splendid woman's college. FSCW remained a first-rate 

college until ten years ago. What has happened since that time 

is one of the miracles of the academic world. 

A woman's college of 2500 has been transformed into an out

standing university of 7300 with 350 more men than women stu-

dents. A faculty worthy of the institution has been assembled. 

Handsome new buildings have sprung up everywhere; more are 

under construction, while new ones are in the planning stage. 

Tallahassee has grown correspondingly, and the former small town 

now has 43,000 inhabitants. 

Size, however, is not necessarily an advantage in an educa-

tional institution. Without all the faculty, buildings, equipment 

and the spirit of a university, size may be a disadvantage. It is 
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with pride that I report to you that quantity and quality have gone 

hand in hand at the Florida State University. 

Quality in an institution is sometimes hard for the layman to 

g@la\g e . Certainly it is not based on prowess in sports and result-

ing pUblicity. The rei s nod 0 u b t t hat Ok 1 a horn a c 0 u 1 d e a s i 1 Y t r i;m 

Harvard or Yale. And our struggling Seminoles have had their 

difficulties within the short span of their history. I should 

pause to say, however, that the spirit at F.S. U. among players, 

coaches, students, faculty and administration, is exemplary. I 

have great respect for Torn Nugent and the tradition for clean 

sportsmanship aD:d recognition of academic quality which he is 

helping establish. (Pro-football story) I can assure you that 

our players are students in the best sense of the word. We ar e 

happy to have so many citizens from this community supporting 

our teams, just as we are happy to have your sons and daughters 

as our students. We are neighbors and friends, and I hope we 

shall cement further our close ties. 

Quality in an educational institution can be g~ed to some 

degree by the preparation of the faculty, the kind of instruction 

given, the size of classes, the quality of the library collections, 

the laboratory facilities and the students who are admitted and 

graduated. Quality, however, is an elusive concept and diffi-

cult of precise definition. We all know people of real quality, 

yet we might hesitate or even fail to know exactly why we con-

sider them so. They are always people of unquestioned ethical 
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standards and taste, and they usually have individuality. A pe r-

son of quality is always willing to be different if he m.ust be 

different in order to express his own individuality or conviction. 

And so it is, in a sense, with a university. A university 

m.ust have its own character and individuality. Knowledge is 

universal, but the m.ethod of im.parting knowledge m.ay vary con-

siderably. A state university has certain responsibilities, 

advantages and disadvantages. There m.ust, however, be excite-

m. e n tab 0 uti ear n i n g t i ,-r--oM..,LJD. 0 0 _~_--.;;;.s .... t .... j,J;..u..--t;-i &ft • There m.ust be g reat 

teachers, great research scholars, the best in libraries and 

laboratories in a great institution. 

The state of Florida provides for our basic needs. It ha s 

been very generous, both to the institution and to m.e and m.y 

fam.ily. For real distinction, however, the university has m.any 

needs which should be m.et from. private donations. I have called 

upon the friends and patrons of the University to be generous. 

(Mr. Br own) Although you are not Floridians, F. S. U. feels 

that you are in its constituency. There are, at present 307 

Georgians enrolled in our institution, and 10 com.e from. 

Colquitt County. I do not plan to pass the hat this evening, but 

I m.ay later call upon you to help us attain the kind of distinction 

I hope we can reach at the Florida State University. 

The Am.erican public is today m.ore conscious of education 

t han a tan y tim. e i n pas t his tory . We are so accustom.ed to being 

superior that Sputnik and Mutnik have jolted us from. our 
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complacency. Some of the by-products of our present soul-

searching are healthy. We are just a little on the defensive about 

our high schools and universities. 

Our dilemma stems from the fact that we cherish democracy 

and abhor communism, yet the Russians have outdistanced us in a 

particular field. Setting aside all the political name calling and 

placing blame in Washington, we ar e still faced with the unpleas-

ant fact that there is something wrong. It is my personal con-

viction that the rivalry between the various services causes 

waste and often thwarts productivity. I doubt, however, that 

service rivalry or a reduced budget for defense spending is 

either0 , a sufficient explanation for Russia's present advantage. 

A controlled state can always gain temporary advantage over 

a democratic state. Germany and Italy in 1939, and Japan in 

1941 clearly demonstrated this fact. Their armies were superbly 

trained before ours were even well organized. The final answer, 

obviously, did not result from the temporary advantage, however. 

A system of education which trains in skills and ne g lects 

democracy, religion and ~ citizenship cannot for long excel. 

I should not wish us to attain every scientific advantage and to 

lose our souls. 

Let us not be lulled into any complacency, however, by such 

thoughts. We need to re-examine our educational system. We 

must recognize and admit the fact that we have lost a battle, but 

not the war. Perhaps we have allowed our students to follow 
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their whims educationally for too long. I have no ready answers 

to these questions, but my colleagues at F. S. U. and I are 

addressing ourselves to them earnestly, as are thoughtful edu

cators throughout our country. I have sufficient faith in the 

democratic process and in our educational system to believe 

sincerely that we shall find the answers, long before Drew Pearson 

and h.!..~ col I e a g u e s fin d the m . 

Let me express again my joy and pleasure for this occasion 

with relatives, and old and new friends. I hope that all of you 

will corne to know and appreciate more fully the Florida State 

University, and that you will applaud and support our efforts to 

make it a great university. 
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