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ABSTRACT

The work is a treatment of the dual nature of musical intervals, and the semantic values
attributed to them. By “dual nature,” | am referring to the distance between two notes (e.g. [C]
and [E]) being measured as either a major third or a minor sixth, depending on which of the two
pitches you are travelling from and the direction in which you are travelling. The work’s opening
eight measures find the violinist between two outlooks represented by inverted forms of a single
interval, with orchestra serving as chorus to add emotional heaviness to the melodic utterance. In
the proceeding music, the orchestra continues to respond, first literally (with the exact notes of),
then contrapuntally (in reaction to), the gestures of the violin soloist as it vacillates between these
two antithetical affective states. Synthesis occurs in the form of a cadenza: the violinist, free of
the projected reality provided by the orchestra quietly enacts counterpoint that rectifies the
troubled binary between the two intervallic motives. The transgressing motive is called one last

time as the violinist slowly descends to a cadence in an effort to finalize this Hegelian dialectic.



INSTRUMENTATION

Woodwinds:

Brass:

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B®
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in B®
3 Trombones

1 Tuba

Percussion:

2 Players
o 1% Percussion:
= Bass Drum
Suspended Cymbal

= Vibraphone
= Spare Drum
=  Triangle

o 2" Percussion:
= Timpani

= Bass Drum
= Spare Drum

Strings:

6 to 12 1% Violins
6 to 12 2" Violins
4 to 8 Violas
3 to 6 Cellos
3 to 6 Basses

Duration: circa 22 minutes

Vi
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