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iiIonroe County i s  i n  the  south-central  ?art of 

Kentu.cky. It borders Tennessee t o  t he  sovth. The 

Cumberland and Barren Rivers wind through the  region. 

Along these  r i v e r s  a r e  r i c h  val leys .  Above tower t h e  h i l l s  

and r idges.  

The h i s t o r y  of lionroe County da t e s  back t o  t'ne 

presidency o f  Fonroe. The county came i n  du-ring his ad- 

min i s t r a t ion  and received i t s  name i n  honor of him. The 

county s e a t ,  Tompkinsville, received i t s  nane from Vice- 

President Tompkins. @ne of t he  most h i s t o r i c  snots  o f  

Kentucky b s  l oca t ed  here--The Old 1:ullrey Xeeting 1iou.se. 

This was t he  f i r s t  meeting house !?est o f  the  Plleghenies 

and i s  preserved i n  a s t a t e  park. 

Most of Monroe County was i s o l a t e d  u.nti.1 about 17  

years ago. No r a i l r o a d s  served the  county. There was only 

one major highway leading  out of the  county. The remainder 

were country roads only used by vehic les  d w i n g  the  d r i e r  

summer months. The only contact w i t h  the  outs ide world 

during t h e  winter  months was by horseback. 73ost of t he  

commerce came by steamboat f r o m  Nashville on the  Cunberland. 

Many o f  t he  customs and t r a d i t i o n s  o f  %he e a r l y  

s e t t l e r s  a r e  still. pract iced.  The o l d  court  house i s  s t i l l  

the  center  o f  gather ings for t he  surrounding countryside on 

Saturday afternoons.  Country ?eo;?le meet here  under snreading 
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t r e e s .  They converse about t h e  weather and crops as well 

as  t he  l a t e s t  gossip. 

Konroe i s  one of one-hundred 2nd twenty count ies  

making up t h e  s t a t e  of Kentucky. 

Yne l a r g e s t  county, Pike, has 786 square miles  and the  

smallest ,  Robertson, has  101  square miles.  

It has  334 square miles. 

The coumty i s  charac te r ized  by a va r i ab le  climate. 

It l i e s  midway between nor th  and south and it  i s n ' t  uncommon 

f o r  it t o  have both extremes of nea ther  d-icring the  course of 

a day and the  c o n t r a s t s  o f  both c l lma t i c  regions may be 

found here. Changes O C C I ? ~  rapidly.  The avera.ge annual 

p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  county i s  5s inches. 

13 inches f a l l s  i n  the  fo rm o f  snow. There i s  on an 

average o f  180 days of f r o s t - f r e e  growing season. 

The n a t u r a l  vege ta t ion  c o n s i s t s  of coniferous f o r e s t s  

which Include mayle, cedar, ash, beech, oak, walnut, elm, and 

sycamore. In  the  spring, one sees  many wild flowering shrubs 

covering the  h i l l  s ides .  

O f  t h i s  average, 

T h i s  study was se l ec t ed  f o r  a v a r i e t y  of reasons, 

m o s t  importantly because the author considers it worthwhile 

t o  r e a l l y  understand the  irmediate environment. T h i s  has 

been here tofore  neglected i n  his education a s  emphasis has  

been placed elsewhere. Then, t o o ,  t h e  au-thor f e e l s  a study 

of this  t m e  w i l l  prove ' enef ic ia l  f r o 3  t he  s tandcoint  of 

p r a c t i c a l  experience i n  ap?lying geograyhical n r i n c i p l e s  
.. 
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studied. 
1- l any  anproaches could be used i n  making a Ftudy of 

t h i s  kind. The au-thor w i l l  b e  making use of  a r e l a t i v e l y  

nen ex?erimental technique o f  geographical ana lys i s .  Answers 

w i l l  be sought  t o  such quest ions as--What has influenced the  

county t o  become what it is? Is it d i f f e r e n t  from o the r  

counties i n  the  same region? If so, IFd%y? Is the  county 

u t i l i z i n g  i t s  resources? And f i n a l l y ,  v:hat i s  the  general  

l e v e l  of l i v i n g  i n  th i s  county and what f a c t o r s  have de te r -  

m-i~ned it? 

Many techniques were u t i l i z e d  i n  pre?ara.tion of this 

gaper. ?he author  made f i e l d  tri9s throughont the county, 

conducted surveys i n  h i s  c lasses ,  consulted v a r i o u s  agencics 

i n  the  county, and. interv!ewed many of t he  l e a d e r s  of t he  

county. 
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SURVEY AFD ANALSSIS 

11. TOFULATION 

Resources usua l ly  mean land, f o r e s t s ,  water, minerals,  

and the  l i k e  t o  the  layman. That i s  co r rec t  as f a r  a s  ?.t 

u o'oes but i f  one sto:?s wi th  the  phys ica l  resources  the  m o s t  

im9ortant resource o f  a l l  i s  omitted--the ?eo?le vho u t i l i z e  

these resources.  

Tnere a r e  14,070 people l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  area.' T h i s  

i s  an average of forty-two persons t o  t h e  sqaare mile.  T h i s  

i s  about t he  same a s  the  United ? . ta tes  average o f  &. It i s  

much lone r  than the  s t a t e  average of 70. It i s  lower than 

one of i t s  adjoining counties,  Sarren, but h i she r  than  another, 

Cumberland, which has a dens i ty  of riopulation o f  only 38. T??e 

sec.tion of highest  concentrat ion i s  in and around Tompkinsville, 

the  county s e a t .  T'nere a r e  only t w o  ot'ner centers ,  G m a l i e l  

and Fou.ntaln R u n ,  of any s i z e  i n  the  county, and both  a r e  

much smaller than  ?om?kinsville.  

Cornnosition of t h e  Population 

The po?ulation i s  com7osed of 96.8$ whites and only 

3.2;: negroes according t o  the  l9bO TTnni.ted S t a t e s  Census. 

IU .S .  3 w e a u  of t he  Census, S ix teenth  Census of t he  
Dnited S ta tes :  1940. ( "'ashineton: r;overnr?ent P r in t ing  
Office, 19112). 

i&ch of t h e  da t a  i n  t h i s  ?a:?ei- comes fro?: the  above 
source. 
the sources a r e  the  ;nost recent  s3ec ia l  censuw -3ublications.  

xowever, when da ta  f o r  years  a f t e r  19il.a a r e  given 
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b r i n g  the  t e n  Fear 2er iod  between 1930 cnd 1?L!.0 t he re  

occiirred a slizh-t decrease i n  -,-;ercentage of negroes as it  

dro??ed from 3.7$ t o  3.25. T h i s  i nd ica t e s  a movement away 

fror3 t he  courity by negroes or Foss ib ly  a lo-rered b i r t h  r a t e  

along with tlne o ld  dying. >. negro tenant  l i v i n g  out on a 

farn was found , tFth.  twelve ch i ldren  however. There has 

never Seen any- imi;ortant minori ty  :,roble:i here. This ?er-  

haps r e s u l t s  froi:: the absence o f  man:. fore?.@ born :?eo?le 

and the  small ?ro-.ortion ol" negroes in .the :?o:mlation. The 

r a t i o  between male ancl female i s  fair127 equal. The c o ~ i s i i s  

slimis 7,213 rnales and only 6,857 females. 

f u r t h e r  i - t  shons 3,782 xiales over 21  years  of aC;e and 3,615 
females. In t he  marriageable span, usua1l.g considered t o  

be f r c?  ithe cses  of' 20 t o  35, the re  a re  1,518 males and 

1,573 females. 

%?ere a re  about h a l f  a s  many r e t i r e d  peo~?le ,  65 years  and 

older,  as the re  a re  ch i ldren  umder 6 years  of age. 

Sroken down s t i l l  

A11 ases  a re  re:?rese'nted i n  the  _ropulation. 

Changes i n  ?o?ulat.ion 

There i s  e movement awa:r fro??. the  county of young 

:>eo;>le a f t e r  they receive t h e i r  education. ThLs was de te r -  

mined by a su.rve:: of f;radii.ation c l a s s e s  f r o 3  high school 

over the  1a.s-L severa l  ;rears.2 The number now r e s i d i n g  i n  

~~ 

2TJn3ublished survey 5:. t he  author of graduates of: 
?om;-kinsville 13-zl-1 School covcrinz c lassez  f r o m  1939-191:s. 
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the county was found t o  be very small. This s e e m  t o  be 

one of the i q o r t a n t  3roblems of t h e  study area-- that  of 

holding the  young peo? le  i n  the  county a f t e r  t hey  receive 

t h e i r  education. They migrate t o  p l aces  with b e t t e r  

economic advantages. The f a c t o r i e s  of Indianapol is  a t t r a c t  

a g rea t  number. In f a c t ,  t h e r e ' s  a sec t ion  of that  c i t y  

r e f e r r e d  t o  as " L i t t l e  ?Ionroe County." 

Nonroe County has  a h igh  b i r th  r a t e  of 26 p e r  

thousand. This i s  s l i g h t l y  higher  than the  average of 25 

f o r  t he  s t a t e .  This maybe explained by t h e  continuing 

rural cha rac t e r  of the  county. The l a b o r  fo rce  of t'ne 

county includes 4.,322 workers  and 2,893 of that number are 

engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pu r su i t s .  Large f ami l i e s  become an 

a s s e t  r a t h e r  than a l i a b i l i t y  under s ~ l c h  conditions.  The 

death r a t e  i s  s l i g h t l y  higher  than t h e  s t a t e  average. During 

the  t e n  year span between 1930 and 19LlO ITonroe showed a 

7.6;; increase  i n  populat ion compared t o  8.85 increase  i n  

the  s t a t e .  !lost of th i s  increase  has  been n a t u r a l  s ince  

t h e r e  h a s n ' t  been anything t o  a t t r a c t  people. 

B. LEVELS OF L I V I 3 G  

The American !?eo?le a re  looked u:)on as peo?le 

p r iv i l eged  with a high l e v e l  of lf-vlng. niis i s  t r u e  i n  

a s  much a s  a g r e a t  pro?ort ion of t h e  people of t he  United 

S t a t e s  enjoy conveniences and l u x u r i e s  and. have oy,,ortunities 
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for education and recrea t ion .  This doesn' t  mean that 

a l l  Americans l i v e  on a high l e v e l .  There a re  many con- 

t r a s t s  t o  be found. Some l i v e  i n  luxurious homes, e a t  

surqtuous food, dr'ive luxurious automobiles and wear f i n e  

clothes .  Then t h e r e l s  t h e  sharecropoer fs  family l i v i n g  

i n  one or two room shacks, ea-ting p i n t o  beans, molasses 

and bread, and w i t ' ?  scarce ly  enough c lo thes  t o  cover t h e i r  

backs; they l i v e  i n  unsani tary condi t ions with a s l i m  

chance a t  an education and not enough time o r  money t o  

engage i n  any f o r m  of recreat ion.  

Everybody Would l i k e  t o  enjoy a t  l e a s t  a modera.te 

l e v e l  of l i v ing .  This i s  dependent t o  a g r e a t  ex ten t  u::on 

the  amount o f  money a f a m i l y  has t o  s7end. 

I N C  o!*m 
The United S t a t e s  Census shows sQ$ of t he  farms of 

Monroe County w i t h  a val-ue of nroducts s o l d  l e s s  than $&DO. 

This is about t he  same a s  for t he  s t a t e  but much hi&er 

than 33$ for t he  natipn. O f  t he  borderi?g counties,  t he  

lowest Cmberlam3, has  64% of i t s  farm i n  thi.s c l a s s i f i -  

cation, and the  h ighes t ,  Barren has only 32$ of i t s  farms 

w i t h  value o f  ?roducts s o l d  l e s s  than  $/.~..OO. 

income for t he  s t a t e  i s  $778. This i s  about the same a s  

o the r  southern s t a t e s ,  w i t h  t h e  exception of Mississ ippi ,  

The per  ca? i t a  
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Which is lov?er. 
the  $1200 per  c a ~ J i t a  income f c r  t h e  Uni-ted S ta tes .  

The en t i r e  southeast averages lower than 

Another i n d i c a t i o n  of t he  f i n a n c i a l  condi t ion of 

the  peo;?le j, the  s i z e  of t h e i r  bank de?osits.  

t he re  was an average deposi t  of $225 pe r  c a ? i t a  i n  the  banks 

of t h e  county. That saiiie year t h e  average ge r  c a p i t a  bank 

deposi t  f o r  t he  s t a t e  was $324. 

the  surrounding count ies  except Barren. Barren County had 

a n  average p e r  c a 2 i t a  bank de9osi t  o f  $298. 

TJetcalfe w i t h  an average of $145. 

I n  1944 

This i s  higher  than a l l  

The lowest w a s  

Another index i s  the  number of autoinobiles i n  use. 

I n  191~5, t l iere were 523 automobiles i n  use i n  F;Ionroe County, 

o r  an average o f  one automobile t o  every 2'7 persons. That 

same year  the  average f o r  the  United S t a t e s  was one auto- 

mobile t o  every 5 persons and t'ne s t a t e  average was one t o  

every 8 persons. The bordering count ies  wepe about t he  same 

a s  ItJonroe. Ownership of an automobile doesn ' t  always ind ica t e  

a h igh  l e v e l  of 1ivf.ng however, s ince  many a r e  o l d  and mor th  

very l i t t l e .  

HEALTH 

Health is a b i g  f a c t o r  i n  determining the  l e v e l  of 

l i v i n g  a t t a i n e d  by a people. Sick people o r  those weakened 

f r o n  disease o r  l a c k  of nourishing food  never a t t a i n  very  

high l e v e l s  of l i v i n g .  So a county, s t a t e ,  o r  na t ion  is 
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only a s  s t rong  as the  h e a l t h  and v igo r  of i t s  people, 

e i t h e r  i n  peace or war. 

Tlne general  health condi t ions of Xonroe County as 

well as f o r  t he  na t ion  a re  perhaps f a r  below what they 

should be. Many people i n  Ifionroe County were r e j e c t e d  i n  

the  pas t  war because of physical  unf i tness .  The author i s  

under the  impression t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i r e c t  r e l a t ionsh ip  

between the  low income, l i m i t e d  educational oppor tuni t ies ,  

and poor h e a l t h  conditions.  

S e a l t h  i s  de2endent upon many f a c t o r s  such as san i -  

t a r y  water supply, e f f e c t i v e  sewage and garbage disnosal ,  

cont ro l  o f  comunicable diseases ,  e l i ra inat lon of accidents,  

a well  balanced d i e t ,  and ava i l ab le  medical care. 

adequate water supply i s  essen-tial t o  peo j l e  

everywhere. ? e l l s  and q r i n g s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  main sources 

of su?-ly i n  ilonroe County. The water t a b l e  i s  f a r  under- 

ground here.  The major i ty  of t he  wel ls  a r e  f r o m  50 t o  100 

f e e t  i n  del2t.h. It i s  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t r i k e  ,water i n  

man37 ,?laces throughovt t he  county. The author knows of 

many s ' i tuat ions vkere fami l ies ,  a f t e r  many iunsiiccessful 

attempts a t  d r i l l i n g  f o r  water, gave up and c a r r i e d  water 

from sl2r~'ngs f o r  ha l f  a mile f r o a  a v a l l e y  slope. Both 

wel ls  and s?rings f r equen t ly  go d ry  during t he  silrnrner inonths 

and water has -to :>e hauled from g r e a t  dis tances .  
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People l i v i n g  i n  rural areas  svch as ?;!onroe County 

should be edu-cated t o  prevent t h e i r  water f r o m  becoming con- 

taminated. T h i s  i s  a very r e a l  7roblem f r o m  a h e a l t h  stand- 

point .  I n  many cases t h e i r  water i s  d r a m  f r o n  wel l s  and 

spr ings where surface water seeps in c.it!i all i t s  accom- 

panying gems.  

wel l s  and spr ings s!.-tuated down-hill from barns and out- 

houses.3 Seepages from tliexi e n t e r  t:ie Tracer supply and 

should have frequent  t reatments  t o  - )u r i fg  the  mater. T h i s  

would seem t o  ind ica t e  a f a i l u r e  t o  educate the -3eonle con- 

cerning this.  

11 l a r g e  number of hoxies were found t o  have 

San i t a t ion  and sewage d isposa l  a r e  g rea t  dnfluences 

on heal th .  They are c lose ly  r e l a t e d  t o  water sq3ply. 'Great 

s t r i d e s  have been made by t he  Heal'ch Department {to br ing  

about b e t t e r  s a n i t a r y  conditions but there i s  a long way yet  

t o  go. One o f  theLr p r o j e c t s  has been t h e  e r e c t i o n  of sani-  

t a r y  q r i v i e s  tiiroughout t he  coirn.ty. ?here a r e  far t o o  many 

r u r a l  homes remainin; without an:r t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  vrliatso- 

ever a s  - e l l  as a ni , e r  of nnsani ta ry  o m s .  

S t a t e s  Census shows 1,011, "37i;", of t he  homes throughout 

t he  county t o  have no t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s .  F l i e s  c a r r y  germs 

from oui;side t o i l e t  f a c b l l t i e s - - z s  vie11 as fro!n barns near- 

by, i n t o  the  homes ~L2articularlg vhen the ho>Jises are un- 

Fie 1949 Vnited 

3 . h  un7u.blished survey by t he  h t h o r  of s tudents  
i n  c l a s s e s  o f  ti?e Tom~kinsvi l le  Figh Zchool, 191r-9. 
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screened, as many are. ConditLons such a s  this imdblllbtedly 

l ead  t o  -the cont rac t ion  and syread a f  r.ia?.y diseases .  

Cleanliness i s  ai1 essent3.al f a c t o r  t o  good hea l th .  

The Gnitad S t a t e s  Census i n  1940 l i s t e d  96:; of .the hones 

rv5t::ou.t bathing f a c i l i t i e s .  There were only 10 r u r a l  hones 

with bathing f a c i l i t i e s .  Perha9s this  i s  p a r t i a l l y  respon- 

s i b l e  f o r  so milch s ickness  during the  v i n t e r  months, a s  well 

as the poor general  h e a l t h  conditions.  

The :>roc;ram for the  prevention o f  comiunicable di.s- 

eases  j~ri I'onroe County i s  inadequate. Com~unicable d iseases  

a re  spread .throu.gh f a i l u r e  to quarant ine pa- t ients  and u.n- 

necessary deaths a re  a t t r i b u t e d  to this.  good Freventat ive 

?rogram 5 s  h izh ly  des i r ab le  for the  ig7rovenent of heal th .  

I.Ieas;rres of h e a l t h  condi t ions here a re  the n.Lmbers 

of doctors ,  dent'sts, and hos?Ltals ava i lab le .  The :?PO- 

t e c t i o n  and rnaintainance ol" peo:.le 1 s h e a l t h  dei..eiids l a r g e l y  

UFoii Ghysicians. They can prevent disease :.inrough leader-  

ship i n  :-)ubli.c h e a l t h  ~ rograms .  Uonroe County has never had 

a hos:2ltal bu.t i s  in the  7rocess  of b~y:Sdt%cy ope a t  the  pre- 

sent  %?me. Tie neares t  h o s 2 i t a l  i s  F n  Earren County which 

borders Plonroe. it now serves  more than 6 counties.  This 

r e s u l t s  i n  a r a - t i o  of l e s s  than  one h o s p i t a l  bed f o r  every 

690 geo?le. 

i t i e s  is usual ly  tliousht t o  be one h o s o i t a l  bed f o r  every 

500 people. 

- 

A ninimun s a t i s f a c t o r y  measure of  h o s 9 i t a l  f a c i l -  
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It i s  hard t o  say ju s t  how many persons one doctor 

can care f o r  adequately but t h e  maximum number usua l ly  ac- 

cepted i s  1000. There a re  f i v e  r e s iden t  doctors  of medicine 

i n  Nonroe County o r  an average of one doctor f o r  every 2800 

persons. According t o  th is  standard, Monroe County i s  se- 

r iously handicapped. The author i s  under the  impression 

t h a t  th is  same p i c t u r e  holds t r u e  i n  many o f  t he  r u r a l  

counties of Kentucky. There seems t o  be a t rend  for doctors  

t o  concentrate i n  urban centers .  T7hu.s r u r a l  a reas  a re  not 

only umdersupplied but i n  many cases it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  se- 

cure the  serv ices  of a doctor quickly i n  out-of-the-way 

places.  

Monroe County i s  i n  an even worse p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e -  

gard t o  d e n t i s t s .  The standard usua l ly  accepted for a  ax- 

h u m  number t o  receive a minimum of care  i s  around.2000 

people. Monroe County only has one r e s iden t  d e n t i s t  t o  care  

for t he  denta l  needs o f  i t s  t o t a l  population of 14,070. The 

p o s s i b i l i t y  of rece iv ing  treatment i n  surrounding count ies  

i s  slim, s ince  they a l s o  a r e  below standard i n  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Some have no d e n t i s t  a t  a l l  and m o s t  d e n t i s t s  a r e  a l ready 

overworked. 

A h e a l t h  deGartment cont r ibu tes  much t o  t he  general  

h e a l t h  of a comwmity. iionroe County has a h-ealth depart-  

ment but it ;nust be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  part-t ime, s ince  the publ ic  

h e a l t h  doctor works both ?.Ionroe and Barren Coimties. Re i s  
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in. Nonroe County two days a week and the  remainder of t h e  

time 'Ln Barren County. IdoPToe does have a fu l l - t ime  publ ic  

h e a l t h  nurse and the  department remains open throughout t he  

week. 

The publ ic  h e a l t h  p i c tu re  can be a l l e v i a t e d  through 

educational measures and the  combined e f f o r t s  of a l l  t h e  

people. There seems t o  be a trend. i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  as t e s -  

t i f i e d  by the  bui ld ing  of the  new h o s c i t a l .  

X O U S I R G  

A good index t o  t he  l e v e l s  of l i v i n g  a t t a i n e d  by 

peosle a re  the  houses they l i v e  in .  In  :;Ionroe County houses 

range i n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f rom the  best, dov:.: t o  the  w o r s t .  The 

United S t a t e s  Censlis for lgb0 shows the  c.verage value of 

houses i n  Ilonroe County t o  he $l,O95. 'lnis i s  an exbremelg 

low average xhen comgared w?th the  s t a t e  average o f  384-8. 

Tne only sirrrounding county wi th  a lower average i s  Netcalfe 

w i t h  $1015. and the  highest ,  Barren, has an average value of 

$2390. 1,er house. 

-4side f r o 2  the  l o w  average value per hovse, t he re  

a re  only 1,812 of t he  t o t a l  3,393 dwell.ings not needing major 

r epa i r s .  !:any of these houses have i'oundations, floors, 

p l a s t e r ,  wal ls  or c e i l i n g s  r e q u i r i n z  r e p a i r s  or re;lacements 

t o  ?revent then frox bein:; s a f e t y  o r  h e a l t h  hazards. T h i s  

doesntt  necessa r i lq  mean k l i eg  need t o  be rel3laced s ince many 

could be put i n  good condi t ion by r e p a i r i n g  and adding some 
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necessary conveniences. 

Then too, many homes l a c k  conveniences e s s e n t i a l  t o  

Only 6$ o f  t h e  homes have mechanical r e -  hea l th fu l  l i v ing .  

f r i g e r a t i o n  and the  f i g u r e  i s n ' t  much hi@ner for r e f r i g e r -  

a t i o n  of any kind. 

l i g h t s  eve? though RZA is ava i l ab le  throvZ;kout imch of  the  

county. Only 4$ have bathing f a c i l i t i e s .  The winters  of 

Xonroe County a re  cold, dexandinz heat froin f o u r  t o  f i v e  

months,  yet  2,649 dwellings a re  heated with stoves.  4 to -  

t a l  of 1,037 dwellings have no water wi th in  50 f e e t .  Yighty 

percent of t h e  hones throughout t he  s t a t e  a r e  unscreeneci and 

tlms not ? r o t e c t e d  f rom f l i e s  and mosquitoes. The f i g u r e  for 

Konroe Golmty is not un l ike  that  of the s t a t e .  

Only 15% of t he  honses have e l e c t r i c  

T'nere a re  only 1811. telephones l i s t e d  i n  the  coimty. 

;Tearby Barren Cou.ilty has 1,464 telephones 1 i s b e d .  

By f a r  t he  g r e a t e r  n m h r  o f  houses needing r e p a i r s  

and lacking  s7Jcii f z c i l i t i e s  a s  running water and. e l e c t r i c i t y  

a re  i n  r u r a l  areas .  There a r e  only 693 non-farm dviellings 

in the  cou::.ty. O f  those ren ted  t ' ie  average rent; p e r  month 

i s  !$7.71. This i s  mv.cli lower than the  s t a t e  average of ::::17.97. 
r m r  1m.s i s  a l s o  lower than the  boi-der?.nS cou.nties with the  ex- 

ception of ?amen and Allen. Overcrovded l i v i n g  condi t ions 

are a l so  worse i n  r u r a l  a reas  vhere famiLies average l a r g e r .  

!.;onroe county shovs .an average of 11.32 persons -3er dwelling. 

Since the  value of ? r o d x t s  sold :lei? farm shows SO$ of  t he  
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farms with l e s s  t?ian .'>&.DO income, only  a small percentage 

ca;? a f fo rd  hones wi th  conveniences necessary t o  h e a l t h f u l  

l i v i n s .  

Monroe Coumtg i s  s l i g h t l y  above the & a t e  average i n  

owner occup?.ed ho::ies wtth 5~~; '  i n  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a % i o n  a s  con- 

t r a s t e d  ::.ith L , L ~ $  for t he  s t a t e .  

mortgaged. ii":.iis i s  of significance '3ecause a mich higher  

percent  i s  mortgaged i n  m o s t  comwnit tes .  

@ q l : r  I[!.$ o f  'ihe homes a re  

Poor housing a l o n g  with unsani ta ry  condi t ions con- 

t r i h t e  t o  tu3erculos is ,  inflirenza, n a l a r i a  and many o the r  

diseases .  Thus t o  liave b e t t e r  h e a l t h  khe ? e o ? l e  must have 

b e t t e r  housing, and t o  have b e t t e r  h o m t n g  a-,d s a n i t a r y  con- 

veniences an a g r i c u l t u r a l  people must have a hi~gher  farm i.n- 

corne. 

EDTJCAT I O N  

?$any o lder  concqsts of edu.cation have gone and o the r s  

a re  Gndergoing g rea t  changes. Education no longer  alone 

means books and classrooms, t h e  r k g i n g  of a b e l l ,  an6 the  

rush t o  a playground. It no longer  means m.e?ely s t z r t i n g  at 

t'ne age of s i x  and having a c e r t a i n  niunher of years  s e t  a- 

s ide for -the accomplishing of  an education. 3 luca t ion  has 

change? f r o m  -the t r a d l t i o n a l  mastery of  t h e  " th ree  2's" w i t h -  

i n  t he  l i t t l e  red schoolhouse t o  p regara t ion  of the  young for 

l i v i n g  and working i n  a changlng world. The idea  t h a t  eclu- 

c a t i o n  only happens i n  school has been rej?laced by the  idea  
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Ynat education Soes on coatinuoumly a t  home, i n  church, 

during recrea t ion ,  and i s  connected mith a l l  kinds of ex- 

periences.  Outside inf'luences br ing  ~.'norrt changes i n  peo-de.  

Seeing movies, l i s t e n i n s  t o  the  radio,  reading books, maga- 

z ines  and newspapers, and l i s t e n i n g  to l e c t u r e s  cont r ibu te  

to the  over -a l l  process o f  education. 

The - county schools remain an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of i;he 

educational 13rocess. The opgortunity i s  present .  The ques- 

t i o n  remains a s  t o  how well they  a r e ,  a c c o q l i s h i n g  t h e i r  goal. 

Monroe County has an a m y  o f  young >eo-ile i n  the  

school system t r a i n i n g  f o r  c i t i zensh lp  a s  menhers o f  t he  com- 

m:m?.ty, s t a t e  and nation. Nonroe County ranlrs near  t he  s t a t e  

average I n  both i n s t r u c t i o n a l  and equii3ment expenditures. 

The p i c t u r e  of a county's expendLture for education 

oYteii c l o s e l y  resembles i t s  ranking i n  heal th ,  incone, and 

homing. ?nose counties thi-ou.:hout the sea te  with higher  

incomes a re  spendi.:g more pe r  3up i1  on education. Since the  

rural areas  as a general  r u l e  have higher  b i r t h  r a t e s  the  

g rea t e r  nunoer o f  t he  ch i ld ren  a re  where education can be 

l e a s e  afforded. The s t a t e  has  attempted t o  a l l e v i a t e  th i s  

s i t u a t i o n  through an equal iza t ion  fund. "hrough this  .lan 

the  ?oorer count ies  receive s t a t e  a i d  t o  make them comparable 

with the r i c h e r  colinties. 

Financial  investment i s n ' t  t he  only b a s i s  f o r  evalu- 

a t i n g  the  schools although it is highly  im?ortant. Another 
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i nd ica t ion  i s  the  condi t ion of t he  bui ldings,  equ.ipinent, and 

grounds. I n  Eonroe County bui ld ings  range from one-room 

schools throughout the  county t o  modern school p l a n t s  i n  

':?ompkinsville and Gamaliel. Edany one-room schools can be 

found i.n Honroe Couiity and throughout t he  s- ta te .  Eonroe 

County has only one consolidated. school and ab0u.t 56 one-room 

schools. The landscaoe ? a t t e r n  be ins  h i l l s  and va l l eys  the re  

a re  many out-of-the-way p laces  not e a s i l y  access ib le  t o  high- 

wags. This i s  a b i g  iiand.icai> to busses in s a t h e r i n s  up t h e  

chi ldren arid transyJcrting the:: t -  one center .  

iho-ther i!n:?ort:I.nt con side ratio^^ is the l eng th  of t he  
1- school term. 3atural3.y the  lonze r  t h e  school t e r n  the  more 

o? ~.ortu.ni ty  for learning.  ':.he na t iona l  averace i s  1711 d=ys 

whhile co..mties throughout most of Fentvcky average 163 days. 

The e f f i c i ency  02' schools d-esends i n  a l a r g e  measure 

on t r a i n i n g  of the  tea!:l:ers. Idonroe County i s  poor i n  t h i s  

respect  a s  a re  other  counties thro:.l~C;hout t he  s t a t e .  3igher 

s a l a r i e s  elsewhere have a t t r a c t e d  m.a-.iy of the  teachers ,  As 

a.7 emergency meaoiire piany o f  the  ~io,?,i-l;ions have been f i l l e d  

with high school Sraduates o r  -those vr:.t'? a year or t w o  of 

college.  Teachers viit . i i  3,s. o r  E.S. ? e p e e s  receive only 

:'::18L; ; > e r  ixontIi for n)  ne months 01- ~ ; ? O I J . ~  

teacher  i n  '7lorida would recelve consideraS1;T more. 

600 -9er anrnux. A 

I?o mat ter  how exce l len t  t he  school ?rograrli, how f i n e  

and well. equ.lp:?ed khe S C l i O o l  buil-ding, or how well. t r a i n e d  
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t he  teachers ,  ch i ld rea  j u s t  can ' t  be educated unless  they  

come t o  school. The United S t a t e s  Censu-s of 1940 shows t h e  

average nudoer of days stu-dents attend-ed school .;.:I Kentucky 

t o  be 129 days. The average for the  Znited S ta t e s  i s  150, 

and Xchigan,  f o r  exam?le, 170 days. This l o w  ECeiitilcky 

average ap-ears even r o r s e  i n  t'ne l i g h t  o f  t he  f a c t  t h a t  

only 78$ of :;lie ch i ldren  i n  the  s t a t e  w30 should be enro l led  

a re  a c t u a l l y  enrol led.  That same year t he  na t iona l  averaee 

was GI+$. 
aees of 14 and 1 7  a re  en ro l l ed  i n  hTgh school. Tne author  

i s  under the  im?ression t h a t  the  average for Tionroe County 

is aboirt t he  sane as t h a t  of  t h e  s t a t e .  2erha:)s this resu- l t s  

i n  p a r t  f r o m  t h e  a rea  being predominantly r u r a l .  Xany boys 

and g i r l s  miss school t o  he12 aro:md the  farm and many even 

qu.5.t between t h e  ages of 111. and 16 dve t o  t h e  same reason. 

The censi1.s shows t h a t  only 63 o f  the popu . l a t ion  of IIonroe 

County 25 years  o l d  o r  o lde r  have cor;l:?leted :.i-.gh school and. 

the  s t a t e  average t h a t  same year vas  15;;. 

~nlg 412 o u t  of every 1300 c'liildren bet7veen the  

The ?roblem here  seems t o  b e  not only  t o  increase  the  

educational o2porl;u.n t l e s  but ge t  the  penFle t o  t ake  advan- 

tage of those already of fered .  :?he avtbor be l ieves  t h a t  it 

i s  lar6;ely tilrou::h this  means that t he  l e v e l  o f  l i v i n g  o f  t he  

county can be ra%sed.. 



-19- 

resou-rces cannot be over-emFhasized. The -,?art t h a t  b e t t e r  

housing and h e a l t h  can .!)lay ~ : ~ n  accom?lishing this  has been 

discussed. !- well-developed r e c r e a t i o n a l  : > r o & r m  can a l so  

he of p e a t  ?eneFit  t o  t h e  neople. 

Recreation, or t he  :>:ro?er use of l e i s u r e  time, has 

mic1z t? do -???.tk peogle ' s  ?hysical  agd mental h e a l t h  and t h e i r  

usefulness  t o  t h e  coixi!unity. T h i s  i s  a l s o  hic$ily ir;roortant 

to L'eople's happlness. 

Recreation ~iicl.ndes many things.  I-t should use 

leisii.re time :n such a mann.er as t o  rebii6ld the  body and re-  

f r e s h  the  mind and s p i r i t .  It also he1::s t h e  iad iv idua l  t o  

r e l a x  and f o r g e t  hi.s personal. and bi.isiness .ri?rries. It 

shou-ld give o:2portuility to develo:? whole.?ome i n t e r e s t s  out-  

s ide  the  rout ine  of l i f e .  A progar.i of t h i s  netune w i l l  not 

ma te r i a l i ze  i f  l e r t  t o  chance. Uany oyi.' t h e  counties have 

-.eo.>le of  all ages r:ho l a c k  o p i o r t u n i t i e s  for :-ro?er r e -  

crea'r.?on and s t - i l l  o the r s  do not take  ad.ve:itage of  v1ha.t they  

have, o r  a r e  unaware of t h e  need fop recrea t ion .  

The environment has ?rov!.ded the  ?eo?le of Xonroe 

County x i th  unusual opportuni t ies .  for a wholesome l i f e  

oat-of-doors. T'ne climate,  war?!?. ?c. sv rce r  and cold i n  i?Jin- 

t e r ,  l akes  nearby, and nuxerous s t r e a m  and large a reas  of 

f o r e s t  land, e ive  the  2eople a vide  cli?ice of outdoor ?up- 

s u i t s .  The choice ranges from ans l ing  for bass  i n  the 

streams and l akes  t o  t ran3ing t;irou:,-!i t h e  f o r e s t s  in search 
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of s q v i r r e l ,  o r  s t a l k i n g  a covey of qua?-1. A devotee of 

the  out-of-doors can f i n d  count less  seen:-c carqint. s:>ots o r  

oppor tuni t ies  t o  ex?lore ..;::i.th tile camera. 

The s t a t e  has established. a ?ark i g  the  coxnty about 

3 miles f r o n  Tompkinsvill~e, The Old J'ulkey ?eet ing Xo-se 

S ta t e  ?ark. I-icnfc grounds a r e  availab1.e as  well a s  a r -  

rangements f o r  var lous games. ::a?T t o i i r i s t s  vLsi t  th i s  

?ark ani?i_.ally. A d r ive  of 35 miles  takes  one t o  Kamoth 

Cave Yational P a r k  and i t s  > i c n i c  groi'nds and s m e s  of all .  

t p e s .  I% is a 20 ixile dr ive t3 C ~ l a  ~10110~ Lake Sta te  ? a r k  

with i t s  boating, f i sh ing ,  cam?iii[; end man.; o ther  f a c i l i t i e s .  

.,. . 

The r e c r e a t i o a a l  :>ossibi l? . t ies  o f  t he  county woiild 

seem t o  be high. 

l i g h t  of ac tua l  circumstances; many o f  t he  fan l i l i es  donct 

have the  money or time for r ec rea t ion .  

The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  ~ m s :  be qv.ali.fied i n  the 

" iornpkinsville has  arranged for a summer r e c r e a t i o n a l  

n r o g r m ~  t h i s  year for t he  first time. This is urlder t he  

d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  coach and prov:.des for supervised games f o r  

ch i ldren  and. a s o f t b a l l  league for business men of t he  town. 

i? ;,rog;ran o f  this  kind has man7 values.  

'peetator q o r t s  provide m-ich of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  of 

t he  coun-ty. T h e  schools Sirovides football., basketbal l ,  and 

basebal l ,  and the  suryoii.:T.ding coi i .n t ien have a semi-pro base- 

b a l l  league durlng the  summer months. 

13-11 t he  r ec rea t iona l  needs oT the  county cannot be 
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met i n  t h e  out-of-doors. Some form of s o c i a l  r ec rea t ion  

i!uist he found -indoors. The home was formerly t h e  cen te r  of 

s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  but the  t r end  i s  away frw t h e  home ~7.n r e -  

cent  years. T h i s  seems t o  he tru.e here  also. The com- 

munity bas not met s o c i a l  r e c r e a - b i ~ n  needs n i t h  ?roperly 

siu.;Jervised r ec rea t iona l  opportuni t ies ,  and s~~.ci.i cen ters  as 

bile roali?iouse, beer  p a r l o r  a.nd night  s-.ots continue t o  be 

the s o l e  resources of peocle !.n search of  n l e a ~ ~ ~ r e s .  

L 1  

C. HOG/ THE PEOi’LZ X4R3 11 L I V I N G  

There Is a r e l a t ionsh ip  between t h e  nudoer o f  neople 

l i v i n g  5.n I:onroe County, t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  liv<.rig, and ways 

they have f o r  earning a l i v i n g .  nf t he  e l l t i r e  populat ion 

9,539 a re  o l d  enough t o  be em?loyed (14 years  and ove r ) .  Gut 

of tliose o l d  enough t o  be em?loged ap17roximately 11-37; a r e  

ac-Lually em;>loyed. This 13ercentage of eqlogreci i s  lower 

t’nan any o f  t h e  surrou.;lding counties--the h izhes t ,  Barren, 

being about &$. 
A f u r t h e r  breakdown as  revealed in Table I shows 

3,912 males i n  the  l a h o r  f o r c e  ani? 928 not i n  t h e  l a b o r  force .  

?:t z l s o  s:?osrs only 410 females i n  t h e  labor fo rce  but 4.,259 

n o t  ;r -the labor force .  O f   the not  i n  t h e  l a b o r  

f o r c e  3,573 a re  ensazed i n  .t.hcLr own house:-ork. The juve- 

n i l e  delin2u.inc-y :?robler?; S.n <;his c o u n t y  is a l3os t  neg l ig ib l e  

F v i t j h  80;; of the  r?o-l;!iers a t  h.o:*e. Other factors ll.?dov.btedly 

i n f l i r e n c ~ ~  t h i s  s , i tua t ion .  As t o  t he  ij.nen:.ioyment ?roblem 
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t he re  were only 170 males and b3 females seeking emylopent  

according t o  the 1940 Tinited Ztates  Census. Based on this,  

the v.nemploynent problem would seem mi-nor. 

Bgr ica l ture  is by f a r  Fonroe County's chief means of 

earning a l i v i n g .  

according t o  t he  191.3 Uni.ted S ta t e s  Census. 

out of ?ro?ort ion t o  the  37:: for the  ska te  or the  197.' f o r  

the nat ion.  The 77% i s  about the  same f o r   the bordering 

coi~inties, exce?t for Rarren county which more nea r ly  r e -  

sembles the  s t a t e  f igu re .  

Agriculture eml3loys 2,893 ?eo? le  or 77$ 
The picture i s  

Zuch p r o p e s s  has been made i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ? r a c t i c e s  

i n   onro roe County i n  the  l a s t  t e n  years. A n  index t o  this 

may be found i n  income from farms. The county shows an in-  

crease from :?527 i n  1940 t o  !':1,437 i n  1945, f o r  t he  average 

va1u.e of  Froducts p e r  f a r m .  During those same years  Kentucky 

shored an increase f r o m  640 t o  $1850. Tne aut'aor r e a l i z e s  

the ? a r t  ,played by increased farm Yrices bronght on b:- t he  

war, b u t  i s  a t  the  saxe time under "ne impression t h a t  b e t t e r  

farming p r a c t i c e s  contr ibuted mu.ch toward br4nging this  

abovt. 

Another v a g  of evaluat ing agrj.cult?ire i s  the  s i z e  of 

farms. T h i s  doesn ' t  mean coiaparing the  s i z e  of a farm i n  

Kentucky r i t h  a ranch i n  Texas but  wei.r;hing the s i z e  o f  a 

- farm i n  l i g h t  of vfnat would be needed i n  t h i s  farmi-ng r e g i a  
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t o  ea rn  a good l i v i n g .  IEonroe County f o l l o n s  the  general  

t r end  throii.ghout !;he country f o r  fewer farms and a t  t he  sane 

time l a r g e r  ones. 

.;;ere only 1,969 farnis i n  1945. 
average s i ze  of farms increased fro-ci 80 ac res  to 93 ac res  

and the  --r-opoortion of the  county 5.i: farms decreased fro:n 86$ 
t o  cg$. Figure 1 i:Idicr.tes t he  growth o f  a few l a r g e  l and  

holdings. Figure 1 a l s o  ind ica t e s  hov ;ndlvidual f a r m s  have 

s h i f t e d  according t o  this  :?attorn. 

In  lgl!.O the re  were 2,399 farrns but t he re  

w r i n g  those same years  the  

12 "B 
281 
225 

lh0 t o  179 

220 t o  259 
id? t o  219 

260 t o  3% 
380 t o  b92 
500 to 9 

3 

Figure 1 

Closely relatet3 t o  t he  s i ze  o f  fams  i n  eva lua t ing  

1' agr i cu l tu re  Zs the  value o f  farms. i n i s  ? s  g r e a t l y  in-  

flirenced by the  r i s e  and f a l l  of  ?rTces ye t  the  ?regress 

made on the fa r ins  evidenced ':>;? lm;:rove;nents also has a ?art 

in it. .. . -?he l9@ iinited S-kates Censu-s shorn the average l and  
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and bui lding value per  farm t o  be $1,587 o r  $20.62 p e r  acre.  

Figure 2 shows tha t  t he  value of f a r m s  i n  the county incressed 

i n  much the  same way as s i z e  of farms d i d  i n  Figure 1. 

V A L W  OF FARLIS 

1945 1940 Value 
(30. of Farms) (No. of Farms) 

1 

Unde 
$250 Pg ..;L 000 

$10,000 

r $250 
t o  pi399 
t o  3599 

and Over 

Figure 2 

The United S ta t e s  Censu-s f o r  l ?W sho:-:s t h a t  out o f  

the  1,969 farms i n  the  cou--:ty 38% a re  operated by tenants .  

T h i s  i s  higher than  t’ne s t a t e  average of 33;: but lower than  

any of t he  surroundine count ies .  Barren i s  the  highest  w i t h  

operated by tenants .  

Another indica- t ion of t he  imnortance of ag r i cu l tu re  

as  a means of earning a l i v ing ,  i n  add i t ion  t o  the  workers 

employed, i s   the income from the  s a l e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  products.  

T h i s  amounted t o  $L,219,000 i n  1945 vhihih was higher than  t h e  

- surrounding counties with the  exception of Barren. 
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Another i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t rend  i n  ag r i cu l tu re  i s  

the  increased ume of machinery. There was an increase i n  

the  nu;nl,er of  t r a c t o r s  i n  Vonroe County from 90 i n  1940 t o  

195 i n  1945. Undoubtedly the  increase jn l a r g e  land  holdings 

p a r t i a l l y  contr ibuted t o  t.'nis.. 

A b i g  facbor  i i l  -,he ??ogress of a z r i c u l t u r e  here  has 

been the  shif t  from the one-cro? sys t en  (tobacco) t o  d5versi-  

f i e d  farming. An ':.ncreased ermhasis has been ?laced on  l i v e -  

stock i n  b o t h  q u a l i t y  and quant i ty .  Sleep were introd:iced 

from Uontana and -.?ure bred hogs and c a t t l e  were Introdu.ced. 

J.ne value of lives-Lock so ld  i n  MoEroe County increased from 

,?387,276 i n  l91r.O t o  $983,305 i i ?  l9ks. 

n, 

Much o f  t he  pro:;ress has been due t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

ex?eriraentation, the  i-ork o f  t he  county agent, and ag r i -  

cu l tu re  teachers .  A few years ago a county agent i E  Ken- 

tucky acc iden ta l ly  not iced some green grass  growing iz t he  

mi.dd.le o f  winter.  Mt:=.r m w h  experimentation. Kentucky Fescue 

31 grew o u t  of it. The develo~ment of this g r a s s  has made 

it no longer  necessary t o  wear out tile land Irociucing corn 

t o  feed during the  a i n t e r  months a s  the grass  remains green 

a l l  d n t e r .  Ladlno grass  has a l s o  been introduced. Zt has 

a trenendous c a r r y k g  capaci ty  thins s u p ~ - ~ o i - t h ~  more c a t t l e  

on the  same amount of land. Eiybrid coril has a l so  been in-  

troduced. T'nis has also increased the  :7j.eld on Yne same 

amount of land. 
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E f f o r t s  t o  inlsrove the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  income v i11  

g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  o the r  business a s  th i s  i s  the  chief way i n  

which the  'eo?le of t he  county earn a l ive l ihood.  

0"' i d  ';yn r L  INDUSTRIFS 

All other  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  minor i n  com-sarison t o  

ag r i cu l tu re  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  earnlng a l i v i n g .  !!molesale and 

r e t a i l  businesses  rank second a s  a means of earning a 

l i v tng .  

These businesses  a re  mainly grocery, hardware, and c lo th ing  

s to re s .  There a re  154 s t o r e s  in lIonroe County compared 

with 302 i n  Barren County and 112  i n  Cumberland. County. 

!%e s a l e s  i n  lionroe County mounted t o  $lYOO4,OOO whereas 

they amounted t o  $~~ ,936 ,000  i n  Barren County. Thus, vr?;tli 

only twice the  number of s t o r e s  i n  Barren County, sales 

were over fou r  t i m e s  a s  much. 

They emyloy 231 people with a payro l l  of $25,000. 

Business and 2ersonal  s e rv i ces  rad: th i rd  a s  a 

means of earning a l i v ing .  They employ 201 neople. Tllis 

would h c l u d e  a l l  business  o the r  than  s to re s .  Personal 

s e rv i ces  include the  profess ions  and a l l  others s e l l i n g  

t h e i r  s e rv i ces  r a t h e r  than goods o r  processing. 

I<Tanufacturing i s  a minor indus t ry  here  employing 

only 135 people. The county has  numer0u.s sawmills, cabinet  

works, a c o f f i n  fac tory ,  a cement b r i ck  f a c t o r y  and severa l  

woodworking shops. They would. all. he c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
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hand ic ra f t  i n d u s t r i e s  and a r e  opera-ted i n  much the  same 

manner a s  t he  a:ccient gnilds.  Cudahy Packing Company of 

Chicago opened a new cheese p l an t  here  t h i s  spr ing  which 

w i l l  emGloy many d i r e c t l y  and an even g r e a t e r  number ind i -  

r e c t l y .  This would be more of a processing p l an t  than  a 

rnanuf ac tur ing  concern but n i l 1  go a long way toward changing 

the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  setup of t he  county. Barren County has  

much more manufacturing. It i s  slgnif'icant that t he re  i s  

l i t t l e  manufacturing here  because the  county i s  ?redomi- 

nant ly  agricu.ltura1. This is a biz reason why young 

peo?le of t h e  county have migrated t o  p laces  with g r e a t e r  

economic oy?ortm.ities. 

e the r  ways of earning a l i v i n g  include t r anspor t a -  

t i o n  and u t i l i t i e s ,  construct ion,  a.nd coal  mining i n  

nearby count ies  wit'n a t o t a l  employment of lob.  

D. FBSOURCES 

Every comuni ty  has  two very valuable  possessions: 

i t s  neople and the  endowment o f  t r e e s ,  minerals, s o i l s ,  

fish, game, and o the r  g i f t s  o f  natu-re. T'nese a r e  usua l ly  

c l a s s i f l e d  as na tu ra l  resources and human resources.  If 

n a t u r a l  resources  a re  too raciidly and was te fu l ly  used, 

human resources o r  people w i l l .  s u f f e r .  A community cannot 

be prosperous very long unless  a l l  i t s  peoL21e can earn  

enough money t o  l i v e  well .  In o rde r  to accornplish this  there  
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must be a continued sup?ly only poss ib l e  through planned 

conservation. 

Xost of Monroe County was a t  one time covered with 

f o r e s t s  abundant w i t h  wi ld  turkey, d.eer, and the  streams 

were a l i v e  with fish. This was t h e  hunting ground of t h e  

Indians and many b a t t l e s  were fought between var ious t r i b e s  

f o r  cont ro l  of t h e  area.  Uany Indian r e l i c s  a re  st111 

foun-d here. There were s o  many t r e e s  here  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  

f e l l e d  them t o  have a place t o  CUI-tivate crops. Then came 

commercial lumber companies a.nd t h e  f o r e s t s  were l i t e r a l l y  

"mined'! None of t h e  good timber relnains i n  t h e  county. 

Tfie mining o f  t h e  f o r e s t . h a s  had a profound 

inf luence upon t h e  s o i l s  of t h e  county. Ternoval of t he  

f o r e s t  cover i n  r e a d i l y  access ib le  a reas  has resv-lted i n  

f loods  and erosion. Much o f  t'ne valuable t o p s o i l  has gone 

down the  streams year  i n  and year out. S o i l  has gone down 

the  streams which w i l l  r equi re  cen tu r i e s  t o  r e s to re .  Tith 

the  f o r e s t  cover gone, f loods  a r e  increas ingly  bad. The 

wont f lood  on record i n  Monroe and bard-ering count ies  

occurred i n  June, 19&9. The s o i l  conservation agent 

estimated a loss of 250,000 acres  o f  corn, wheat and oats .  

This f a l l e d  t o  take  i n t o  account the  value of t o p s o i l  

washed away. Ho e f f o r t s  a r e  being made t o  re-:?lant cutover 

areas. 1 G i t h  h igher  p r i c e s  r e s u l t i n g  from the  war the  

remainder of t he  good timber i s  being cut. There were 

o n l y  $17,710 I n  f o r e s t  products s o l d  i n  1940 but $38,399 

i n  19k.S. 
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S o i l  conservation i s  v i t a l  t o  !!onroe County with 

a minimum of 77% of t h e  population d i r e c t l y  de7endant 

upon use of t h e  s o i l  an% most o f  t h e  r e s t  of t he  populat ion 

i n d i r e c t l y  de2endent. 

Much of t h e  r i c h  t o p s o i l  has been needless ly  wasted 

t'nrough unwise p rac t i ces .  Many farmers have grown corn on 

the  same l and  year a f t e r  year i n  the  p a s t ,  thus tak ing  

everythine out of t he  s o i l .  It has o f t e n  been l e f t  i d l e  

with weeds tak ing  over. S t i l l  o the r s  have c u l t i v a t e d  h i l l -  

s ides  of which the re  a re  many which should have been l e f t  

i n  grass  a s  pas ture  land  or used for t r e e  crops. Good 

land  was washed away and f i e l d s  were cut  uy by d i t ches  

through down-hill plowing. l,$uch of t he  land could have been 

saved Ynrough contour plowing. The land  use map of Monroe 

County, Figure 3, shows t h e  erosion nroblem and the  extent  

t o  which it i s  eroded. 

Nonroe County i s  using i t s  l a n d  i n  t h e  following 

manner: c u l t i v a t e d  land, 55,187 acres;  i d l e  land, 23,5014. 

acres ,  pas ture  land, 42,561 acres;  woodla-nd not pastured, 

j4.8, 729 acres;  and cro2land 1,879 acres .  



-30 - 



-31- 

C CHCLUSION 

IJonroe County i s  without d.ou.bt :iredominantly ag r i -  

cu l tu ra l .  The county has poor s a n i t a r y  con.ditions, many 

of t h e  ho-?.es lac!: s a n i t a r y  conven-iences, and. t he  population 

i s  made u:,~ f o r  t he  most  car-i; of a medimx t o  l o w  l e v e l  of 

l i v ing .  

';"nat peo:?le do ;-:ith their reso'2.rces d e t e n n h e s  t h e i r  

l e v e l  of  l i v i n g .  7~:p u m t i l  f i f t een .  years  ago, t he  people o f  

@ionroe County were w a s t h g  t h e i r  resou-rces. Farmers were 

growing only one cro:', tobacco, year  i~i  a.:?.d p a r  out. T'ney 

-?,-ere allowing r i c h  t o ? s o i l  t o  go down the  streams, and 

g u l l i e s  t o  progres- across  the5.7 " i e l d s  withou~t nu.ch attempt 

t o  ?revent these  th ings  f?om happening. The l e v e l  of l i v i n g  

0.f 13.ving vas extremely low. 

-"  

Konroe County r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  012 the u?grad.e ab0u.t 15 

years  ago, when for t h e  f i r s t  Lme ir i t s  h i s t o r y ,  h.ighways 

gave it  access t o  tile rest cf the sta-te. A t  t h a t  time it 

emFloyed a county agent and l a t e r  a s o i l  conservation agent.  

hgricu3.tn;ial i n s t r u c t i o n  was added t o  hhe schools. Famers  

s7!:itched f r o n  the  old. one cro-' system to d r v e r s i f i e d  f'arntng. 

i:otatiot"j. of cro?s was s tar tec;  and t5e  lacd  was b u i l t  u?. 

Corn acreage vas  decreased and o.t;her crons suhs t i t u t ed ,  such 

as .?:;eat, grasses ,  soy beans, rye and oa ts .  Farmers s t a r t e d  

r a i  s k g  nore 1 ive  s t oclr . 

.~ 

I!v.cli nrogress has been 1nad.e bu.t t h e r e  is a long way 
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yet  t o  go. Further  2rogress  can be made only through leader -  

ship and t'ne concentrated e f f o r t  of all. the  peo?le. Con- 

tIni?ed erG3has-is rnust be placed on ag r i cu l tu re .  Land sub- 

j ec t  t o  erosion m~.st conthn~.e t o  be put i h  t r e e  c r o - s  and 

grasses.  Kore land must be given t o  dairy.?ng with a pro- 

cessing 13lan-t ready t o  buy a l l  ava i l ab le  milk. ?.lore manu- 

f a c t u r i n g  based on the  processing o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  products 

must be 5rought i n  t o  give economic op!?ortunities t o  t he  

young peo5le. It i s  only i n  t h i s  wag t h a t  the  county can 

keep i'cs yowig graduates. If t:he county i s  t o  con.tinue t o  

go forward it must kee:, t he  youiig neo2le a f t e r  they rece ive  

t h e i r  education. 

Fe r  ca:iita 'ncone must he ?.nereased i i i  orrier i o  

r a i s e  the edi.i.cationa1 l e v e l ,  brL;iz about b e t t e r  h e a l t h  coii- 

d i t i ons ,  b e t t e r  hnusli?g and r e c r e a t i o n a l  o?:?or-tunities. 

The f u t u r e  of Lionroe Sov-lty delsends on Liie well-being 

of all i t s  :seople.. T h u s  the  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  resources i s  of 

j . i  ararnouzt i m p  o r t  anc e . 
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APPENDIX 

Table I 

MOmaE COTXTY LAI3OE FORCE 

STATUS 

In Labor Force 
M p  1 o ye d 
Wage and Salary :?iorkers 
Unpaid Family Yorkers 
On Public Ymergencg l;'ork 
Seeking -?ark 

Fap e r  i ence d 
New ?orkers 

Not i n  Labor Force 
Doing own l7ou.seiniork 
In School 
Unable t o  work 
In I n s t i t u t i o n s  

OC C U T  AT I Onis 

Prof e s s iona l  
Semi-Professional 
Farmers 
Prop r ia t  o r  s , Xanager s & Off i c i a l  s 
Cle r i ca l  and Sales  
Craftsmen and Foremen 
Oneratives and Kindred ~ ~ o r k e r s  
Domestic Service "Yorkers 
Service 'I'orkers 
F a m  Laborers 
Laborers (Except Farm) 

T?MLE 

3,912 
3, 4.60 
572 
500 
202 
170 
158 
12 

928 
222 
288 
8 

4-7 

65 
5 

2,162 
136 
81 
91) 
96 
32 
180 
96 

F3iALrE 

410 
298 
206 
38 
69 43 
4-l 
2 

b., 259 
3,573 
202 
235' 

5 

I p  
1 
26 
17 
52 
1 
10 
91 
22 
2 
2 

3: Includes 14 gears  and o lde r  
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TABLE I1 

SCHOOL COLITLZTED BY I.'ij:J3Ci POIULATION 

mA3S 

30 School 

Grades 1 t o  4 
Grades .5 t o  6 
Grades 7 t o  8 

High Cchool 1 t o  3 

IGgh School 4 
College 1 t o  3 

College 1; 

:: Includes "oFulation 2? years  and 
o lde r  and based on 1 9 ~ 9  f t a t i s t i c s .  
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:?GIs 

Under 5; Years 

5 to 9 
10 to 1L 

20 to 21+ 

25 to 29 
30 to 314. 

35 to 39 
40 t o  

L!.5 to 49 
53 t o  54 
55 to 59 
60 to 64 
65 to 69 
70 to 74. 

15 to 19 

Over 75 Years 
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