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TNTRODUCTION

Monroe County is in the south-central part of
¥entucky. It borders Tennessee to the south. The
Cumberland and Barren Rivers wind through the region.

Along these rivers are rich valleys. Above tower the hills
and ridges.

The history of lonroe County dates baék to the
presidency of lonroe. The county came in during his ad=-
ministration and received its name in honor of him. The
county seat, Tompkinsville, received its name from Vice-
President Tompkins. One of the most historic snots of
Kentucky is located here--The 0ld Mulkey lleeting House.
This was the first meeting house west of the Alleghenies
and is preserved in a state park.

Most of Monroe County was isolated untll about 17
years ago. No railroads served the county. There was only
one major highway leading out of the county. The remainder
were country roads only used by vehicles during the drier
summer months. The only contact with the outside world
during the winter months was by horseback. liost of the
commerce came by steamboat from Nashville on the Cumberland.

Many of the customs and traditions of the early
settlers are still »racticed. The o0ld court house is still
the center of gatherings for the surrounding countryside on

Saturday afternoons. Country peonle meet here under snreading



trees. They converse about the weather and crops as well
as the latest gossip.

Monroe 1s one of one-hundred and twenty counties
malkring up the state of Kentucky. It has 33lL square miles.
The largest county, Pike, has 786 sguare miles and the
smallest, Robertson, has 10l square miles.

The county 1s characterized by a variable climate.

It lies midway between north and south and it isntt uncommon
for it to have both extremes of weather during the course of
a day and the contrasts of both climatic regions may be
found here. Changes occur rapidly. The average annual
precipitation for the county is 55 inches. Of this average,
13 inches falls in the form of snow. There is on an

average of 180 days of frost-free growing season.

The natural vegetation consists of coniferous forests
which include maple, cedar, ash, beech, oak, walnut, elm, and
sycamore. In the spring, one sees many wild flowering shrubs
covering the hillsides.

This study was selected for a variety of reasons,
most importantly because the author considers it worthwhile
to really understand the immediate enviromment. This has
been heretofore neglected in his education as emphasis has
been placed elsewnere, Then, too, the author feels a study
of this type will prove heneficial from the standpoint of

practical experience 1In applying geogravhical principles



studied.

lMany apnroaches could be used in making a study of
this kind. The author will he making use of a relatively
new experimental technique of geographical analysis. Answers
will be sought to such questions as--What has influenced the
county to become what it is? Is it different from other
counties 1in the same region? If so, Yhy? Is the county
utilizing its resources? And finally, vhat is the general
level of living in this county and what factors have deter-
mined it?

Many techniques were utilized in »renaration of this
paper. The author made field trins fhroughout the county,
conducted surveys in his classes, consulted various agencies

in the county, and interviewed many of the leaders of the

county.



SURVEY AND ANALYSIS
Ae. POPULATION
Resources usually mean land, forests, water, minerals,
and the like to the layman. That 1s correct as far as it
goes but if one stons with the physical resources the most
important resource of all is omitted--the neonle who utilize
these resources.,

There are 1li,070 people living in this area.t

This

is an average of forty-two persons to the sguare mile. This

is about the same as the United States average of lli. Tt is
much lower than the state average of 70. It is lower than

one of its adjoining counties, Barren, but higher than another,
Cumberland, which has a density of vnopulation of only 38. The
sectlon of highest concentration is in and around Tompkinsville,
the county seat. There are only two other centers, Gamaliel

and Fountain Run, of any size in the county, and both are

much smaller than Tomrkinsville.

Composition of the Population
The ponulation is composed of 96.87 whites and only

3.2% negroes according to the 19L0 Tmited States Census.

17,5, Bureau of the Census, 3iXteenth Censusg of the
United States: 19h0. (“ashington: Government Printing
Office, 19hL2).

Iuch of the data in this »aper comes from the above
source. However, when data for years after 1940 are given
the sources are the inost recent snecial census nublications.




During the ten vear neriod between 1930 and 19L0 there
occurred a slizht decrease in mercentage of negroes as 1t
dropned from 3.7% to 3.2%. This indicates a movement away
from the county by negroes or nossibly a lowered nirth rate
along with the old dying. A negro tenant living out on a
farm was found with twelve children however. There has
never been any important minority wroblem here. This »er-
haps results from the absence of many foreign born reonle
and the small »ronortion ol negroes in the nonulation. The
ratio between male and female is falrly equal. The census
shows 7,213 males and only 6,857 females. Broken down still
further it shows 3,782 males over 21 years of aze and 3,615
females. Tn the merriageable span, usually considered to
be frow the ages of 20 to 35, there are 1,518 males and
1,573 females. All ages are represdnted in the population.
There are about half as many retired neo-le, 65 years and

older, as there are children under 6 years of age.

Changes in Population

There is a movement away from the county of young
neonle after They receive thelr education, 7This was deter-
mined by a survey of graduation classes from high school

over the last several years.z The number now residing in

2Unpublished survey by the suthor of graduates of
Tomkinsville High School covering classes from 1939-19L5,



the county was found to be very small. This seems to be
one of the important vroblems of the study area--that of
holding the young peorle in the county after they receive
their education. They migrate to places with better
economic advantages. The factories of Indianapolis attract
a great number. In fact, there's a section of that city
referred to as "Little Monroe County."

Monroe County has a high birth rate of 26 per
thousand., This is slightly higher than the average of 25
for the state. This maybe explained by the continuing
rural character of the county. The labor force of the
county includes l,322 workers and 2,893 of that number are
engaged in agricultural pursults. Large families become an
asset rather than a liability under such conditions. The
death rate is slightly higher than the state average. During
the ten year span between 1930 and 19L0 Ilonroe showed a
7.6% increase in population compared to 8.8% increase in
the state. Illost of this increase has been natural since

there hasn't been anything to attract people.

B. LEVELS OF LIVIHNG

The Amerlcan neople are looked upon as peonle
nrivileged with a high level of living., This is true in
as much as a great proportion of the people of the United

States enjoy convenlences and luxuries and have ovnporbtunities



for education and recreation. This doesn't mean that
all Americans live on & high level. There are many con-
trasts to be found., Some live iﬁ luxurious homes, eat
surmtuous food, drive luxurlous automobiles and wear fine
clothes., Then there's the sharecrop»er's family living
in one or two room shacks, eating pinto beans, molasses
and bread, and with scarcely enough clothes to cover their
backs; they live in unsanitary conditlons with a slinm
chance at an education and not enough time or money to
engage in any form of recreation.

Everypody would like to enjoy at least a moderate
level of livinge. This 1s devendent to a great extent uzon

the amount of money a famlly has to spende.

INCOME

The United States Census shows 507 of the farms of
Monroe County with a value of products sold less than $L00.
This is about the same as for the state but much higher
than 33% for the natipn. Of the bordering counties, the
lowest Cumberland, has 6L% of its farms in this classifi-
cation, and the highest, Barren has only 327 of its farms
with value of onroducts sold less than &li00, The per canita
income for the state is $778. This is about the same as

other southern states, with the exception of Mlssissipni,



whaich is lower. The entire southeast averages lower than
the $1200 per capita income fcr the United States.

Another indication of the financial condition of
the peonle Is the size of their bank deposits., In 194l
there was an average depnosit of $225 vper canita in fhe banks
of the county. Thal same year the average »ner capita bank
denosit for the state was $32lj, This is higher than all
the surrounding counties excent Barren. Barren County had
an average per capita bank devosit of $298. The lowest was
Metcalfe with an average of $1L5,

Another index is the number of automobiles in use,
In 1945, there were 523 automobiles in use in Honroe County,
or an average of one automobiie to every 20 persons. That
same year the average for the United States was one auto-
mobile to every 5 persons and the state average was one to
every 8 persons. The bordering counties were about the same
as lMonroe., Ownership of an automobile doesn't always indicate
a high level of living however, since many are old and worth

very littlee.

HEALTH

Health is a big factor in determining the level of
living attained by a peopnle. Sick people or those weakened
from disease or lack of nourishing food never attain very

high levels of living. So a county, state, or nation is



only as strong as the health and vigor of its people,
either in peace or ware.

The general health conditlions of lonroe County as
well as for the nation are perhaps far below what they
should be. !Many peonle in lMonroe County were rejected in
the past war because of physlcal unfitness. The author is
under the impression that there is a direct relationship
between the low income, limited educational opportunities,
and poor health conditions.

Health is denendent upon many factors such as sani-
tary water supply, effective sewage and garbage disvosal,
control of communicable diseases, elimination of accidents,
a well balanced diet, and available medical care.

An adeguate water supply is essential to peonle
everywhere. Vells and s»rings constitute the main sources
of supnly in llonroe County. The water table is far under-
ground here. The majority of the wells are from 50 to 100
feet in depth. Tt is very difficult to strike water in
many nlaces throughout the county. The author knows of
many situations vhere families, after many unsuccessful
attempts at drilling for water, gave up and carried water
from springs for half a mile from a valley slove. Both
wells and spnrings frequently go dry during the summer months

and water has to be hauled from great distances.
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People living in rural areas such as lonroe County
should be educated to prevent thelr water from becoming con-
taminated., This is a very real »roblem from a health stand-
point. 1In many cases their water is drawvn from wells and
springs where surface water seeps in with all its accom~
panying germs. A large number of homes were found to have
wells and sorings situated down-hill from barns and out-
houses.- Seepages from them enter the water supply and
should have frequent treatments to »urify the water. This
would seem to Indicate a failure to educate the neonle con-
cerning this.

Sanitation and sewaze disvosal are great influences
on health, They are closely related to water supply. Creat
strides have been made by the Health Department to bring
about hetter sanlitary conditions but there is a long way yel
to go. One of theilr projects has been the erection of sani-
tary »nrivies throughout the county. There are far too many
rural homes remaining without any toillet facilities whatso-
ever as well as a number of unsanitary ones. The 1940 Tmited
States Census shows 1,011, "374", of the homes throughout
the county to have no toilet facilities. TFlies carry germs
from outside toilet facilitiese~as well as from barns near-

by, into the homes warticularly when the nouses are un-

3an unnublished survey by the Author of students
in classes of the Tompkinsville High School, 19L9.



secreened, as many are. Conditions such as this undoubtedly
lead to the contraction and svread of many diseases,

Cleanliness 1s an essential factor to good health.
The United States Census in 1940 listed 967 of the homes
without bathing facilities. There were only 10 rural homes
with bathing facilities. Perhaps this is partially respon-
sible for so much sickness during the winbter months, as well
as the poor general health conditions.

The program for the prevention of communicable dis-
eases In Yonroe County is inadequate. Commumicable diseases
are spread through failure to quarantine vatients and un-
necessary deaths are attributed to this. &4 good nreventative
program 1s hizhly desirable for the improvement of health.

lleasures of healthr conditions here are the numbers
of doctors, dentists, and hosnitals available. The »ro-
tection and maintainance of peonle's health denends largely
upon physicians. They can nprevent disease Lhrough leader-
ship in »ublic health nrograms. lMonroe County has never had

a hosnital but is in the nrocess of building cone at the nre-

[

sent time. The nearest hospital is in Rarren County which
borders lMonroc. It now serves more than 6 counties. This
results in a ratio of less than one hosnital bed for every
600 neonle, A minimum satisfactory measure of hosnital facil-

1ties is usually thought to be one hosnital bed for every

500 people.
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It is hard to say just how many persons one doctor
can care for adequately but the maximum number usually ac-
cepted is 1000. There are five resident doctors of medicine
in lMonroe County or an average of one doctor for every 2800
prersons., According to this standard, lMonroe County is se-
riously handicapped. The author is under the impression
that this same picture holds true in many of the rural
counties of Kentucky. There seems to be a trend for doctors
To concentrate in urban centers, Thus rural areas are not
only undersupplied but in many cases 1t is difficult to se-
cure the services of a doctor quickly in out-of-the-way
places.

Monroe County is in an even worse position with re-
gard to dentists. The standard usuwally accented for a max-
imum number to receive a minimum of care is around 2000
people. MNMonroe County only has one resident dentist to care
for the dental needs of its total population of 1l,070. The
possibility of receiving treatment in surrounding counties
is slim, since they also are below standard in facilities.
Some have no dentist at all and most dentists are already
overworked.

A health department contributes much to the general
health of a commumity. lonroe County has a health devart-
ment but it must be classified as part-time, since the oublic

health doctor works both lonroe and Barren Counties, Fe is
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in Monroe County two days a week and the remainder of the
time in Barren County. lMonroe does have a full-time public
health nurse and the department remsins open throughout the
week.

The public health picture can be alleviated through
educational measures and the combined efforts of all the
neople. There seems to be a trend in this direction as tes-

tified by the bullding of the new hospnital.

HOUSING

A good index to the levels of living attained by
people are the houses they live in. In ilonroe County houses
range in classification from.the best down to the worst. The
United States Census for 19L0 shows the cverage value of
houses in Monroe County to he $1,095. This is an extremely
low average when compared with the state average of 18L8.
The only surrounding county with a lower average is letcalfe
with $1015. and the highest, Barren, has an average value of
$2390. ner house.,

Aside from the low average value ver houvse, there
are only 1,812 of the total 3,393 dwellings not needing major
repairs, I‘any of these houses have f{oundations, floors,
plaster, walls or ceilings requiring repalrs or re-lacements
to prevent them from belnz safety or health hazards. 7Tais
doesn't necessarily mean they nced to be replaced since many

could be put in good condition by revairing and adding some
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necessary convenilences,

Then too, many homes lack conveniences escenblal to
healthful living. Only 67 of the homes have mechanical re-
frigeration and the figure isn't much higher for refriger-
ation of any kind. Only 15% of the hovses have electric
lights even though REA is available throughout much of the
county. Only L% have bathing facilities. The winters of
ionroe County are cold, demanding healt from four to five
months, yet 2,649 dwellings are heated with stoves. A to=-
tal of 1,037 dwellings have no water within 50 feet. Zighty
percent of the homes throughout the state are unscreened and
thus not orotected from flies and mosquitoes. The figure for
onroe Cownty is not unlike that of the state.

There are only 18l telephones listed in the county.
Hearby Barren County has l,hﬁh telephones listed.

By far the greater number of houses needing renairs
and lacking such facilities as running water and electricity
are in rural areas. There are only 093 non-farm dwellings
in the county. Of those rented the average rent per month
is %7.71. This is much lower than the state average of 517.97.
This 1s also lower than the bordering counties with the ex-
ception of Barren and Allen. Overcrowded living conditions
are also worse in rural areas where famllies average larger.
llonroe County shows an average of l1.32 persons ner dwelling.

Since the value of »nroducts sold »ner farm shows 50% of the
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farms with less than 3400 income, only a small vercentage
can afford homes with conveniences necessary to healthful
living.

Monroe County is slightly above bthe state average in
owner occupied homes with Shﬁ in this classification as con~
trasted with 167 for the state. Only 1L of the homes are
mortgaged. This is of significance Hecause a much higher
percent is mortgaged in most commumities,

Poor housing along with unsanitary conditions con-
tribute to tuberculosis, influenza, malaria and many other
diseases. Thus to have better health the »eople must have
better housing, and to have better housing and sanitary con-
veniences an agricultural people must have a higher farm in-

come.

EDUCATION

Many older concents of education have gone and others
are undergoing great changes. Tducation no longer alone
means books and classrooms, the ringing of a bell, and the
rushh to a vlayground. It no longer means merely starting at
the age of six and having a certain mumber of years set a-
side for the accomplishing of an education. “ducation has
changed from the traditional mastery of the "three R!'s" with-
in the little red schoolhouse to prevaration of the young for
living and working in a changing world. The idea that edu-

cation only happens in school has been replaced by the idea
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that education goes on continuously at home, in church,
during recreation, and is connected with all kinds of ex-
periences. OCutside influences bring about changes in ﬁeople.
' Seeing movies, listening to the radio, reading books, maga=-
zines and newspajners, and listening to lectures contribute

to the over-all process of educatlon,

The county schools remain an integral part of the
educational nrocess. The opportunity is present. The ques-
tion remains as to how well they are.accomplishing their goal.

lonroe County has an army of young »eonle in the
school system training for citizenship as members of the com-
munity, state and nation. MNonroe County ranks near the state
average in both instructional and equinment expenditures.

The picture of a county!s exnenditure for education
often closely resembles 1its ranking in health, income, and
housing. Those counties throuzhout the state with higher
incomes are spendi~g more per »upil on education., Since the
rural areas as a general rule have higher birth rates the
greater nunber of the children are where education can be
lease afforded. The state has attempted to alleviate this
situation through an equalization fund. Through this nlan
the noorer counties receive state aid to make them comparable
with the richer counties.

Financial investment isn't the only basis for evalu-

ating the schools although it is highly immortant. Another
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indication is the condition of the buildings, equipment, and
grounds. In lonroe County buildings range from one=-room
schools throughout the county to modern school vlants in
Tompkinsville and Gamaliel. Wany one-room schools can be
found in lMonroe County and throughout the state. MNonroe
County has only one consolidated school and about 56 one-room
schools. The landscane vattern being hills and valleys there
are many out-of-the-way placesg not easily accessihle to high-
vays. This is a big handicap to busses in gathering up the
children and transnerting the= to one center.

Another immortant consideratio~ is the length of the
school term. ¥Naturally the longer the school term the nore
ov-ortunity for learning. The national average is 17l d=ys
while counties throughout most of Fentucky average 160 days.

The efficiency of schools derends in a large measure
on training of the teachers. Monroe County is poor in this

-

respect as are cother counties throuchout the state. Hig

-

her
salaries elsewhere have attfacted many of the teachers., 2s
an emergency measnre many of the wosltions have been filled
with high schocl graduates or those witir a year or two of
college., Teachers with 3,3. or .S. Degrees receive only
“18l. ner month for nine months or about #1600 ner annum. A
teacher 1in Florida would receive considerahly more,

o matter how excellent the school »rogram, how Line

and well equipvped the school building, or how well trained
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the teachers, children just can't be educated unless they
come to school. The United States Census of 1940 shows the
average numver of days students attended school in Kentucky
to be 129 days. The average for the United States 1s 150,
and Ilichigan, for'example, 170 days. This low Kentucky
average apmnears even worse in the light of the fact that
only 78% of the children in the state who should be enrolled
are actually enrolled., That same year the national average
was Oh7. Omly L12 out of every 1000 children between the
ages of 1l and 17 are enrolled in high school. The author
is under the Impression that the average for lMonroe County
is about the same as that of the state. Terhans this results
in part from the area heing predominantly rural. IHany boys
and girls miss school to eln around the farm and many even
quit between the ages of 1h,and 16 due to the same reason,
The census shows that only 6% of the poyulation of Ionroe
County 25 years old or older have comnleted high school and
the state average that same year was 15%.

"he nroblem here seems to be not only to increase the
educational opportunities but get the neopnle to take advan-
tage of those already offered, The anthor believes that it
is largely through this means that the level of living of the

county can be raised,

RECREATION

The Imnortance of conserving the county's human



resources cannot be over-empnhasized. The »art that better
housing and health can nlay in accomnlishing this has been
discugsed. A well-develoned recreatlional n»nrogram can 2also
he of great henefit to the neople.

Recreation, or the proper use of leisure time, has
michr to do with neorlets nhysical and mental health and thelr
usefuiness to the comrunity. This is also highly immortant
to neople's happiness,

Recreation 'ncludes many things. It should use
leisure time ‘n such a manner as to rebuild the body and re-
fresn the mind and spirit. It also helons the individual to
relax and forget his personal and business vorries. It
should give onvnortunity to develo» wholesome interests out-
slide the routine of 1life. A »nrogram of this nature will not
materialize if left to chance. Hﬁny o’ the counties have
neo2le of all ages vwho lack oprortunities for ﬁroper re-
creation and still others do not take advantage of what they
have, or are unaware of the need for recreation.

The environment has orovided the neonle of lionroe
County with unusual opportunities for a wholesome 1ife
out-of-doors. The climate, warm in sum-er and cold in win-
ter, lakes nearby, and nuserous streams and large areas of
forest land, give the neonle a wide choice of ouvtdoor »nur-
suits. The cholce ranges from angling for bass in the

streams and lakes to tramping throuzh the forests In search



of squirrel, or stalking a covey of guail., A devotee of
the out-of-doors can find countless scenic camsing spots or
opportunities to exnlore with the camera.

The state has established a »ark in the county aboutb
3 miles from Tompkinsville, The 0ld !"'ulkey lleeting House
State Park., PFicnic grounds are availeble as well as ar-
rangements for various games, ﬁanﬁ tourists visit this
narlk annually, A drive of 35 miles takes one to lammoth
Cave rational Park and its »icnlce grounds and games of all
types. It is a 20 mile drive to Dale Hollow Lake State Park
with it=s boating, fishing, camping and many other facilities.

The recreationrnal »nossibilitlies of the county would
seem to be high., The possibilities must be qualified in the
light of actual circumstances; many of the families dontt
have the money or time for recreation.

Tompkinsville has arranged for a summer recreational
nrogram this year for the first time. This If under the
direction of the coach and provides for supervised gamés fop
children and a softball league for pusiness men of the town.
A vwrogram of this kind has many values.

Spectator sports provide m:ch of the recreation of
the county. The schools provides fbotball, basketball, and
baseball, and the surrounding counties have a semi-pro base-
ball league'during the summer months.

211 the recreational needs of the county cannot be
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met in the out-of-doors. Some form of social recreation
migst be found indoors. The home was formerly the center of
social activity but the trend is away from the home n re-~
cent years. This seems to be true here also. The con-
munity has not met soecial recreation needs with »roperly
supervised recreational opportunities, and suc¢h centers as
the roadhouse, beer narlor and night s»ots continue to be

the sole resources of peovle in search of rleasures.

C. HOW THE PﬁOPJE EARE A LIVIVG

There 1s a relationshin between the numﬁer of neople
living in lonroe County, their level of living, and ways
they have Tor earning a living. O0Of the entire population
9,579 are old enough to be employed (1l years and over). Out
of those old enough to be employed approximately L0 are
actually employed. Tals percentage of employed 1s lower
than any of the surrounding counties--the highest, Barren,
being about 6%,

A furtner breakdown as revealed in Table I shows
3,912 males in the labor force and 928 not in the labor force.
Tt also shows only 110 females in the labor force but h,259
not in the labor force. Of the lf,259 not in the labor
force 3,573 are engased in their own housework. The juve=-
nile delinauiney »roblem in this county 1s almost negligible
withh 807 of the mothers at hore. Other factors undoubtedly

influence this situation. As to the unem»loyment problem
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there were only 170 males and li3 females seeking employment
according to the 10L0 TUnited States Census. Based on this,

the unemnloyment vproblem would seem minor.

AGRICULTURE

Agriculture 1s by far lonroe County's chief means of
earning a living. Agriculture emnloys 2,893 neonle or 77%
according to the 19L0 United States Census. The picture is
out of vrovnortion to the 37% for the state or the 19% for
the nation. The 77% is about the same for the bordering
counties, excent for Barren county which more nearly re-
sembles the state figure.

Ifuch nrogress has been made in agricultural oractices
in Tonroe County in the last ten years. An index to this
may be found in income from farms., The county shows an in-
crease from 5527 in 190 to ©1,Lh37 in 19L5, for the average
value of products per farm. During those same years Kentucky
showed an increase from 36lL0 to #1850. The author realizes
the nart played by increased farm nrices brought on by the
war, but is at the same time under the impression that better
farming practices contributed much toward bringing this
about.

Another way of evaluating agriculture is the size of
farms. This doesn't mean comparing the size of a farm in
Kentucky with a ranch in Texas but weighing the size of a

farm in light of vhat would be needed in this farming regim
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to earn a'good living. Monroe County follows the general
trend throughout the country for fewer farms and at the same
time larger ones. In 19L0 there were 2,399 farms but there
were only 1,969 farms in 19)5. During those same years the
average size of farms Iincreased fron 80 acres to 93 acres
aﬁd the »roportion of the county in farms decreased from 864
to 85%., TFigure 1 indicates the growth of a few large land

holdings. TFigure 1 also indicates how individual farms have

shifted according to this pattern,

Size 1940 1945 Size 1940 1915
Under 3 2A. -—— 1l 110 to 179 150 163
3 to 9 192 b 180 to 219 50 85
10 to 29 Lish 281 220 to 259 i3 i3
30 to 19 33 225 260 to 379 52 113
50 to 6 33k 2?2 380 to g 1l 1
70 to 93 35 313 500 to 33 11 1
100 to 139 370 340 700 to 999 - 2

' Over 1770 3 It

Figure 1
Closely related to the size of farms in evaluating
agriculture is the value of farms. This is greatly in-
fluenced by the rise and fall of »nrices yet the »nrogress
made on the farms evidenced by Imnrovements also has a part

in it. The 1940 "mited States Census shows the average land
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and building value per farm to be $1,587 or $20.62 per acre.
Figure 2 shows that the value of farms in the county incressed

in much the same way as size of farms did in Figure 1.

VALUE OF FARMS

1945 1940
(No.ggf Farms) (No. of Farms) ¥alne

119 695 . TUnder $250

175 hgé $250 to 399

222 185 5h00 to  $599

126 19 4600 to 5999

05 145 $1.000 to 1699

382 61 41500 to £25oo

156 2l iz;oo to 34000
6 5 ﬁdom to 56000
28 1 iéboo to  $9000
10 1 $10,000 and Over

Figure 2

The United States Census for 19L5 shows that out of
the 1,969 farms in the cou-ty 38% are operated by tenants.
This is higher than the state average of 3349 but lower than
any of the surrounding counties. Barren is the highest with
127 operated by tenants. '

Another indication of the importance of agriculture
as a means of earning a living, in addition to the workers
employed, is the income from the sale of agricultural »roducts.
This amounted to $1,219,000 in 1945 vhich was higher than the

surrounding counties with the exception of Barren.
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Another Indicatlion of the trend in agriculture is
the increased use of machinery. There was an increase in
the number of tractors in Monroe County from 90 in 1940 to
195 in 19Lh5. Undoubtedly the increase in large land holdings
partially contributed to this.-

A big facuvor in the progress of acsriculture here has
been the shift from the one-crop system (tobacco) to diversi-
fied farming. An increased emohasis has been nlaced on live-
stock 1in both quality and quantity. Sheep were introduced
from [fontana and »ure bred hogs and cattle were Introduced.
The value of livestock sold in lonroe County increased from
'7387,276 in 1940 to {983,305 in 19L5.

| Much of the prosress has been due to agricultural
experimentation, the work of the county agent, and agri-
culture teachers. A few years ago a county agent in Xen-
tucky accidentally noticed some green grass growing in the
middle of winter. After much experimentation Kentucky Fescue
31 grew out of it. The develo'ment of this grass has made
it no longer mnecessary to wear out the land »roducing corn
to feed during the winter months as the grass remains zreen
all winter. T,adino grass has also been introduced. It has
a tremendous carrying capacity thus supnorting more cattle
on the same amount of land. Hybrid corn nas also been in-
troduced., This has also increased the vield on the same

amount of land,
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Efforts to improve the agricultural income will
greatly affect other business as this is the chief way in

which the neonle of the county earn a livelihood.

OTHFR INDUSTRIES

A1l other industries are minor 1n comparison to
agriculture as a basis for earning a living., Wholesale and
retall businesses rank second as a means of earning a
living. They employ 231 neonle with a payroll of $25,000.
These businesses are mainly grocery, hardware, and clothing
stores. There are 15l stores in lonroe County compared
with 302 in Barren County and 112 in Cumberland County.
The sales in lionroe County amounted to $1,00l,000 wherecas

61,936,000 in Barren County. Thus, with

they amounted to
only twice the number of stores in Barren County, sales
were over four times as mudh.

Business and personal services rank third as a
means of earning a living. They enploy 201 people, This
would include all business other than stores. Personal
services include the professions and all others selling
their services rather than goods or processing.

Manufacturing is a minor industry here employing
only 135 peonle, The county has numerous sawmills, cabinet
works, a coffin factory, a cement brick factory and several

woodworking shops. They would all bve classified as
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handicraft industries and are operated in much the same
manner as the ancient guilds, Cudahy Packing Company of
Chicago ovened a new cheese plant here thils spring which
will emrloy many directly and an even greater number indi-
rectly. Thilis would be more of a processing nlant than a
manufacturing concern but will go a long way toward changing
the agricultural setun of the county. Barren County has
much more manufacturing. It is significant that there 1is
little manufacturing here because the county is »redomi-
nantly agricuvltural. Thls 1s a big reason why young
peonle of the county have migrated to places with greater
econonic opnortunities,

Other ways of earning a living include transporta-
tion and utilities, construction, and coal mining in

nearby counties with a total employment of 106,

D. RESQURCES

Every community has two very valuable vossessions:
its people and the endowment of trees, minerals, solls,
fish, game, and other gifts of nature. These are usually
classified as natural resources and human resources., If
natural resources are too rapidly and wastefully used,
human resources or people will suffer. A community cannot
be prosperous very long unless all its peonle can earn

enough money to live well, In order to accomplish this there
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must be a continued sup»ly only possible through planned
conservation.

Most of Monroe County was at one time covered with
forests abundant with wild turkey, deer, and the streams
were allve with fish, This was the hunting ground of the
Indians and many battles were fought between various tribes
for control of the area. INMany Indian relics are still
found here, There were so many trees here early settlers
felled them to have a place to cultivate crops. Then came
commercial lumber companies and the forests were literally
"mined! None of the good timber remains in the county.

The mining of the forest has had a profound
influence upon the soils of the county. Removal of the
forest cover in readily accessible areas has resuvlted in
floods and erosion. Much of the valuable topsoil has gone
down the streams year in and jear out. Soil has gone down
the streams which will require centuries to restore. With
the forest cover gone, floods are increasingly bad. The
wormst flood on record in llonroe and bordering counties
occurred in June, 19119, The soil conservation agent
estimated a loss of 250,000 acres of corn, wheat and oats.
This failed to take into account thé value of topsoill
washed away. No efforts are being made to renlant cutover
areas., With higher prices resulting from the war the
remainder of the good timber 1s being cut. There were
only $17,710 in forest oproducts sold in 19L0 but 38,399
in 1945,
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Soil conservation 1s vital to lMonroe County with
a minimum of 77% of the nopulation directly denendant
upon use of the soil and most of the rest of the vopulation
indirectly devendent.

Much of the rich topsoil has been needlessly wasted
through unwise practices. MNany farmers have grown corn on
the same land year after year in the past, thus taking
everything out of the soil, It has often been left idle
with weeds taking over. Still others have cultivated hill-
sides of which there are many which should have been left
in grass as pasture land or used for tree crops. Good
land was washed away and fields were cut up by ditches
through down-hill plowing. Much of the land could have been
saved through contour plowing. The land use map df Monroe
County, Figure 3, shows the erosion problem and the extent
to which it is eroded.

Monroe County is using its land in the following
manner: cultivated land, 55,187 acres; idle land, 23,50l
acres, pasture land, ;2,561 acres; woodland not pastured,

h8,729 acres; and cronland 1,829 acres.
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CONCLUSION

lionroe County is without doubt »nredominantly agri-
cultural., The county has poor sanitary conditlons, many
of the howres lack sanitary convenienceé, and the population
is made uo for the most nart of a medium to low level of
living.

What peonle do with their resources determines their
level of living. 7Tp until fifteen years'ago, the people of
Monroe County were wasting thelr resources. Farmers were
growing only one cron, tobacco, year in and year out. They
were allowing rich tonsoll to go down the streams, and
gullies to progress across their fields without ruch attempt
to nreven: these things from happening. The level of living-
of living was extremely low.

ifonroe County really started on the ungrade about 15
years ago, when for the flrst t.me in its history, highways
gave 1t access to the rest of the state. 4t that time it
emnloyed a county agent and later a soil conservation agent.
Agricultural instruction was added to The schools. Farmers
switched from the old one cro» system to diversified farming.
totation of crons was started and the land was built un.
Corn acreage was decreased and other crons sunhstituted, such
as wneat, grasses, soy beans, rye and oats., Farmers started
raising more livestock.

Much progress has been made but there is a long way
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yet to go. Further progress can be made only through leader-
ship and the concentrated effort of all the peonle. Con-
tinued emphasis must be nlaced on agriculture. Land sub-
ject to erosion must continue to be put in tree cro-s and
grasses. liore land must be given to dalrying with a pro=-
cessing »lant ready to buy all available milk. lore manu-
facturing based on the vrocessing of agricultural products
must be brought in to give economic ovportunities to the
young peonle. It is only in this way that the county can
keep its young graduates. If the county is to continue to
go forward it must keep the young peonle after they recelve
their education,

Per capita income must be increased in order to
raise the educational level, bring about better health con-
ditions, better housing and recreational opportuhities.

The future of lonroe County denends on the well-being
of all its »eople.,. Thus the utilization of resources is of

naramount importance.



APPENDIX
Table I
MONROE COUNTY LABOR FORCE

STATUS MALE THNALE
In Labor Force 3,912 110
Employed 3,L60 298
Wage and Salary Yorkers 572 206
Unpaid Family Workers 500 38
On Public “mergency Work 282 69
Seeking Tork 170 113
Txperienced 158 L1
New Workers 12 2
Not in Labor Force Q28 li, 259
Doing own Tousework L7 3,573
In School 222 202
Unable to work 288 235
In Institutions 8 5
QCCUFPATICNS
Professional 65 |2
Semi-Professional s 1
Farmers 2,162 26
Propriators, IManagers & Officials 136 17
Clerical and Sales 81 52
Craftsmen and Foremen 9ly 1
Operatives and Kindred orkers 96 10
Domestic Service Viorkers - 9l
Service Vorkers 32 22
Farm Laborers 180 2
Laborers (Ixcept Farm) 96 2

% Includes 1l years and older
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TABLE II

SCHOOL COMPLETED BY IMONRCT POPULATION

YZARS HULBIR
Yo School 161
Grades 1 to L 832
Grades 5 to b 666
Grades 7 to 8 1,3h9
High School 1 to 3 8l
High School [ 90
College 1 to 3 53
College It 3l

% Includes Population 25 years and
older and based on 19£O “tatistics.

TABLE ITII
USE OF FARILI LAWD IN MONROE COUITY

FANFER USED ACRES
Total Crop Land 79,402
Cultivated T.and 55,167
Idle Land : 23, 50l
Pasture Tand (Total) 2,561
Woodland ot Pastured 18,729
Cropland 1,809

% Based on 1940 Figures



Under 5 Years

5
10
15
20
25
30
35
Lo
L5
50
5%
60
65
70

Over 75 Years

TABLE IV

POPULATION BY AGES FCR MONROE COUNTY

AGES

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

to

9

1L
19
2l
29
3.
39

TOTAL
1,635
1,636

1,609
1,539
1,197
1,066

928
803
685
665
582
39
o2
386
260
238

MALE
876
827
836
?%h
600

FEHALE
759
809
T3
765
597
sl
62
hal
3l
327
289
221
188
163
116

119
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