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Gentlemen protesting segregated bus seating 
during the Tallahassee Bus Boycott, 1956 

Dr. Jackson Ice, Philosophy, Religion & Ethics 
Florida State University Tallahassee, FL 

Abstract This poster session documents the steps taken by 
our institution to enhance access to and enrich the research 
value of an historically significant collection by linking 
digitized text and audio to an EAD-encoded finding aid. 

About the Collection The Tallahassee Civil Rights Oral 
History Collection includes audiocassettes and transcripts of 
24 oral history interviews conducted by Dr. Jackson Lee Ice 
during the summer of 1978, in Tallahassee, FL. Tallahassee 
stands out from many other southern cities in that there was 
not as much violence because of the cooperation between the 
African-American and White communities here. 

1. Processing the Collection The oral history interviews 
were originally processed by the FSU Libraries Special 
Collections staff in 1990. Partially funded by a three-year 
National Historical and Publications Records Commission 
grant (2003-2006), the collection's finding aid was updated 
by project archivist Chad Underwood and the transcripts 
were checked against the recordings for accuracy. 

2. Repairing, Cleaning, & Digital Reformatting Most of 
the audiocassette recordings, except for several that were 
damaged, were reformatted to digital CD-R and user copies 
by Chuck McCann. 

3. Creating the EAD Finding Aid Auth 
finding aid was accomplished using the 
NoteTab text editor clip library and a 
template specifically designed to help 
create properly-structured conLa·•-• 
lists for inventories. 
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4. Digital Rights Management - Obtaining Consent 
To secure permission from the interviewees or their heirs to 
use the interview transcripts and audio excerpts in the EAD 
finding aid, Project Archivist Chad Underwood, Special Col
lections Department Head Dr. Lucia Patrick, and Project 
Supervising Archivist, Burt Altman, developed oral history 
consent forms. These forms were reviewed by the University 
Libraries administration and the Florida State University 
Office of Research. 

5. Transforming XML Files The XML finding aid was trans
formed into a web-accessible version using an XSLT 
stylesheet. This stylesheet created the PDF, HTML, and raw 
XML versions of the finding aid. 

6. Creating the DigiTool Record 
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SUBJECT(S) 

8. Summary The purpose of this poster session was to 
demonstrate how linking digital text and audio files to EAD 
finding aids enhances access to and enriches the research 
value of significant historical collections, such as the 
Tallahassee Civil Rights Oral History Collection. 

Researchers will have digital access to the original recordings 
and transcripts. This project will bring more attention to this 
unique historical resource and will create a potential to 
acquire additional related materials. 

Notes on the digitizing process: The "Tallahassee Civil Rights Oral History Collection" was digitized from analog cassettes to .wav files in spring, 2002 using Sony Sound Forge v.6, Sample Rate: 44,000, Bit-Depth: 16, Channels: Stereo. No digital enhancements were applied. 
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