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ABSTRACT

Symphony No. 2 is an attempt at synthesizing differing musical styles into a single
cohesive symphonic work. The musical styles that are consciously alluded to in the symphony
are the block textures of Stravinsky and Xenakis, 19" c. lyricism of Brahms and Mahler,
aleatoric passages similar to that of Lutostawski and Corigliano, spectral orchestration of Grisey
and Lindberg, and the melodic and harmonic language of Berg and Ives. I started composing this
piece by improvising on an (012) trichord. I wanted to see if I could successfully compose a
piece using highly chromatic materials. I extended the (012) trichord into a motive that is
pervasive throughout the piece. The thematic material reveals itself in all of the movements
except the prologue. The thematic unity allows the piece to be performed straight through
without pause; except for the end of the first movement where there is an inclusion of a grand
pause.

The Prologue is a quasi-fanfare that is in three sections. This brief A section, mm.1-13,
explodes quickly into a boisterous repetition by the brass and percussion that followed by a brief
moment of silence. The B section, mm. 15-27, is characterized by the timpani and chimes
making a declamation and then being answered by the woodwinds. This happens three times.
The third timpani and chimes declamation is answered by the entire orchestra making a dramatic
reinterpretation of the boisterous repetition of the first A section, mm. 28-39. The prologue leads
directly into the first movement.

Movement I is a sonata form with a very short recapitulation. The sections are as follows;
A mm. 40-52, B mm. 55-86, closing mm. 89-104. Section A is rhythmically inspired and is in
stark contrast to the lyrical B section. The development is heard in mm. 114-209 and develops
primarily the B section material. The recapitulation is heard from mm. 210-225 and uses only the
A and the closing sections. Movement I ends with a coda that has the timpani make a solo
declamation of the material heard in the prologue.

The melodic material from section B that is presented in the first movement is the
primary melodic material that is used throughout the rest of the symphony. The initial melodic
fragment, mm. 55-57, is highly chromatic seven note pitch collection.

Movement II has three sections that each end with a climactic moment, A mm.243-265,
B mm. 266-282, C mm. 282-295. After the climactic moment the energy level backs off
immediately and the energy begins building again. An introduction and coda frame the three
waves of energy heard in the second movement.

The second movement employs a 12-tone serial technique as its primary melodic and
harmonic framework. This technique is not strictly used. There are moments where esthetic
musical intuition prevails over adherence to the serial technique. The row as it was conceived is
performed by the first violins in mm. 238-243.

Movement III is parsed into three sections similar to the Prologue and Movement II. The
first section is from mm. 32-369, the second is from mm. 370-401, and the third mm. 401-435.



There is a coda at the end of this movement that opens the dense texture that has been used
throughout this movement into a much more transparent orchestration.

The solo viola that opens the movement is the first thing that was written for the
Symphony. This line is the generator for most of the melodic material for the entire symphony.
For example, the first six pitches, excluding grace notes, of the viola line were used as a spectral
chaconne in the development section of the first movement. Another way the viola line was
worked into the piece was using the quintuplet from m. 331 as the melody in the coda of the third
movement. These are just two of the many places that the viola solo contributes to the melodic
and harmonic framework of Symphony No. 2.
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INSTRUMENTATION

1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

1 English Horn

1 Clarinet in Eb
2 Clarinets in Bb
1 Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons

1 Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

2 Tubas
Timpani (cymbal needed for roll on timpani head)

Percussion (4 Players)

1) Chimes, Vibes, Xylophone, Brake Drum,

2) 4 Tom-Toms, Bongos, Glockenspiel, Congas, Large Tam-Tam, Marimba (5 8va),
Timbales

3) Bass Drum, Large Tam-Tam, Splash Cymbal, Guiro, Bongos, Brake Drum,
Tambourine

4) Snare Drum, 2 Woodblocks (pitched high and low), Suspended Cymbal, Castanets,
Crash Cymbals, Ride Cymbal, Tambourine, Thunder Sheet

Violin I (10)*

Violin II (8)*

Viola (6)*

Cello (6)*

Contrabass (4, at least 2 with a “C” extension)*
* (Indicates minimum players required)
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Transposed *

Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1,2

English Horn

Clarinet in Eb 1

ClarinetinBb 1, 2

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1, 2

Contrabassoon

HominF 1,2

HominF 3,4

Trumpet in C 1

Trumpet in C 2, 3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2, 3

Tuba 1,2

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Violin I

Violin I

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

core
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Symphony No.

Prologue

Neil Anderson- Himmelspach (b.1976)
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Wavy line indicates performer should continue to slow until the line

ends.
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BIOGRAPHY

Neil Anderson-Himmelspach (b. 1976) has been playing bass professionally
since the age of 17. After playing in many rock bands and working as a studio musician
for several years, he chose to become serious about music composition. While playing in
bands and working in the studios, he received his Bachelors of Music in Composition
from Pacific Lutheran University in 1999. At PLU he studied with Dr. Gregory Youtz
and David P. Robbins. Neil received his masters in music composition from Central
Michigan University in May 2006. At CMU he studied with Dr. David Gillingham and
Dr. José Luis-Matrtua. Additionally, in 2005 Neil studied with Ladislav Kubik in Prague,
at the Czech-American Summer Music Institute. Neil received his doctoral degree in
music composition at Florida State University, where he received the Graduate Teaching
Fellowship for the 2006-2007 school year. His teaching duties at FSU included freshman
and sophomore theory and aural skills and a composition studio. Neil received the FSU
Outstanding Teaching Assistant award for the 2007-2008 school year. At FSU he studied
composition with Ladislav Kubik and Mark Wingate. Neil has also taken composition
lessons with Pulitzer Prize winning composer, Ellen Taaffe Zwilich. Neil has had his
music played throughout the United States and Europe. His composition for solo alto
saxophone, Vanguard, was a featured piece at the 2006 World Saxophone Congress. In
2007 his Symphony No. 1 was performed at the Southwest Regional College Band
Directors Association conference in Kansas City. His published works include Salvador
Dreams, a euphonium concerto with wind band accompaniment, and Vanguard.
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