
KICS when they find recalcitrant KS and febrile episodes of
unknown origin. Early detection and treatment can substan-
tially improve survival chances.
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CORRECTION

Error in Data in the Results Section: In the article titled “Management of
Morgellons Disease With Low-Dose Trifluoperazine,”1 an error occurred in the last
paragraph of the Results section concerning the number of patients who achieved
at least partial responses and baseline function with median dosages of the study
treatment. The sentence now reads, “Among patients with median dosages of
2 mg/d, 10 (71%) achieved at least partial responses and 7 (50%) achieved
baseline function…”. The article was corrected online.

1. Yan BY, Jorizzo JL. Management of Morgellons disease with low-dose
trifluoperazine [published online January 10, 2018]. JAMA Dermatol.
doi:10.1001/jamadermatol.2017.5175

NOTABLE NOTES

Eczema’s Big Break in Hollywood
Amit Om, MD

The Night Of, an HBO miniseries released in 2016, made waves as a
social commentary of racial prejudices plaguing the American criminal
justice system. As a dermatology resident, I was equally struck by the
amount of attention paid to John Turturro’s character’s (Jack Stone)
eczema. Stone is an attorney desperate to show off his legal prowess
in a big case, and he gets his chance after Nasir Khan (Riz Ahmed) is
convicted of murdering a young girl he met earlier that night. A total
of 15 minutes of the show over 8 episodes focus on Stone’s eczema.1

Richard Price, a writer for the show, used eczema as “a metaphor for
the frustrations of finding a solution and the entire judicial system.”2

Patients affected by atopic dermatitis can relate to Stone’s constant
battle with the disease, and the scenes are accurate portrayals of the
experience of many patients with eczema.

Throughout the series, Stone is constantly seen scratching his feet,
oftentimes with chopsticks. The constant itching highlights the “itch-
scratch” dogma we learn as dermatologists. When Stone walks through
the metal detectors of the courtroom, security guards stare down at his
Saran-wrapped feet, laughingly hoping that he is not contagious. Patients
with eczema surely are able to empathize with Stone and his frustrations.

Stone visits 2 dermatologists in the series. He is prescribed various
treatments: topical steroids, Crisco under occlusion, bleach baths, and
an UV light box. At one dermatologist visit, Stone states he is “ready to
jump out a window,” again highlighting the quality of life (or lack thereof).
As a last-ditch effort, Stone enlists the help of an herbal medicine spe-
cialist. The show highlights some of the treatment options that exist and
how exasperated patients can get when their disease is not controlled.

In episode 3, Stone visits an eczema support group. With almost
10% of Americans affected by eczema,3 numerous support groups
exist. This again reiterates the diminished quality of life and the
stigma associated with the disease, highlighting how important it is
for us as physicians to make our patients aware of resources available
to help. For example, the National Eczema Association has an online
forum support group, EczemaWise, that allows patients and their
families to cope with the disease.

Undoubtedly, we will come across patients, friends, and family mem-
bers who have seen The Night Of. While some of the material is dramatized
for TV, much of it is relatable to our current scope of practice. With our cur-
rent armamentarium, we can only treat the disease. To hope for a cure, we
will need another big break—this time in clinical trials instead of Hollywood.
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