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METHODS

To complete this research, I will work with a 

graduate assistant to read various articles 

published about Good Taste Tally. Using a 

shared document, we will code the articles, 

taking note of recurring themes/patterns in an 

article’s rhetoric or content. We then will 
organize these codes, cross-check each 

other’s coding, and begin seeking patterns 
within and between the articles’ coding to see 
what trends stand out in their language. 

BACKGROUND: Good Taste Tally
Good Taste Tally is a farm created by Dr. George Boggs as an entrepreneurial education 

component of 50 LARGE, a program created by Leon County Schools to “redirect [the] energies of 

young men within the targeted population.” Youth apprentices run the farm, from growing to 
making business decisions. As an educator, Dr. Boggs sees the ways participating in these kinds 

of youth agriculture projects augments problem-solving and literacy; however, the media coverage 

of the farm can focus on different attributes or characteristics of the experience. 

ABSTRACT

Language plays a powerful role in shaping 

society’s perceptions and stereotypes, and while 
the media often chooses their language solely 

with the idea of gaining audience attention, their 

choices also affect society’s discourse regarding 

certain populations. This research focuses on 

examining the language the media uses to 

discuss youth agriculture projects, particularly 

those involving African-American male 

participants, to discern the ways media 

perception of these projects supports or disrupts 

pre-existing racial prejudices and structures. In 

this research, we will analyze varying media 

articles discussing an urban agriculture project 

in Tallahassee and note themes in rhetoric, tone, 

and overall language. 

We intend to broaden our research by 

comparing and analyzing media coverage 

surrounding other youth agriculture projects in 

Tallahassee, with the hypothesis of finding 

similar pattern of language patterns. Through 

this research, we hope to shed light on the ways 

that the language that media uses to talk about 

urban youth agriculture perpetuates racial 

stereotyping regarding the African-American 

discourse. In doing so, we aspire to bring 

attention to the way the media talks about 

African-American youth and influence future 

media articles to work to disrupt racialized 

oppressive structures. 

RESULTS
In our results, we hypothesize that article 

language will present a dichotomy between 

discussing Good Taste Tally as a project to 

“save” the youth by “keeping them off the 
streets” and as a mutually beneficial program 
between the community and the youth. We 

will also critically examining the rhetoric used 

when presenting 50 LARGE and FSU to note 

the ways the media discusses these different 

entities in relation to Good Taste Tally.  

Sources:

Farnum-Patronis, A. (2015, June 03). Down on the farm: A real world approach to literacy. Retrieved March 17, 2016, from http://news.fsu.edu/More-FSU-News/Down-

on-the-farm-A-real-world-approach-to-literacy 

Leon County Public Schools. (n.d.). 50 LARGE. Retrieved March 17, 2016, from http://leonschools.schoolwires.net/domain/270 


