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• The purpose of the first part of this study is to evaluate 

reverence in religious and secular contexts and its impact on 

health

• This particular study dealt with cardiac patients who underwent 

heart surgery

• The study investigates the relationship between the two types 

of reverence and an array of self-report measures of 

psychosocial functioning in the sample.

• The second part of the study was conducted with the purpose to 

look into the convergent and discriminant validity of the SOR 

scale 

• Another purpose of the second study is to extend findings 

regarding construct validity through domains of functioning such 

as sources of spiritual support 

• The second study also looked at how Religious and secular 

reverence ideology affected a persons level of death anxiety

Introduction

• Participants- 480 participants were recruited from the University of 

Michigan's Heart Center

• Eligibility to participate in this study was:

• Age>35 years

• Scheduled for nonemergent, nontransplant open-

heart surgery

• English Proficiency

• Cognitively and physically capable of providing 

consent 

• Majority of the sample was Male, Caucasian, Judeo-

Christian, and currently married.

• Procedure- 2 weeks prior to the scheduled survey patients were 

scanned for availability and eligibility. 

• During this interview patients were asked about 

• Preoperative demographic and socioeconomic factors

• Religious affiliation

• General religousness

• Conditions of feeling reverence

• Mental health and functioning 

• Medical comorbidities

• Two days before surgery participants were assed with a 

depression scale to measure happiness and fearfulness (a 

component of awe). Optimism, hope, hope, health locus 

of control, coping strategies, and social support were also 

measured.

• 30 days later spiritual support and love were measured.

Methods- Study 1

• Associations of R- and S-reverence dealing with support

• Only  R-reverence was positively related to a sense of 

support from god

• Only S-reverence was related positively to support 

from nature and mother earth

• In contrast R reverence was significantly negatively 

related to support from nature and mother earth

• Associations of R- and S-reverence dealing with death anxiety

• R-reverence had a positive correlation with the 

perception of death as an afterlife of reward

• S-reverence correlated positively with the perception 

of death as a natural end

• Both R- and S-reverence were negatively correlated 

with death as failure and as forsaking 

Results- Study 1

Conclusions

• Similarities and differences in Study 1 and Study 2 dealing with 

the relationships of R- and S- reverence gives an insight to the 

worldview differences concerning individuals’ attitudes towards 
death related challenges 

• Both measures of reverence were positively related to measures 

of self-transcendence, an overall sense of spiritual support, 

positive religious coping, divine love, and religiosity, though as 

expected R-reverence displays a stronger relationship with all of 

these measures 

• Looking at R- and S-reverence fundamentally distinct patterns or 

psychosocial behavior (adjustment and growth) appears

• Information learned through this study can be used to promote 

cross-disciplinary behavioral research and intervention among 

currently aging populations
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• Measures- Sense of Reverence was assessed using a Yes or No 

checklist of different religious and secular contexts 

• Religious measures 

• Attending religious services 

• Reading the bible or watching religious programs

• Private prayer

• Meditation

• Secular measures 

• Sightseeing or being in nature

• Enjoying music or art

• Being loved or supported

• Serving others 

Predictors Religious 

Reverence

Secular Reverence

Public Religiosity .641** .276**

Private Religiosity .628** .371**

Subjective Religiosity .667** .371**

Impacted Health .071 .107*

Cognitive Coping .061 .112*

Social Support .060 .123*

Divine Love .444** .206**
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• In terms of convergent validity 

• R-reverence was correlated moderately with 

measures of religiosity 

• S-reverence was related to religiosity only at a low 

level

• Both correlated with spiritual support and divine 

love

• In terms of discriminant validity

• R and S reverence were positively related with the 

perception of powerful others’ control
• S-reverence showed a modest association with 

happiness

• The findings in this study could be seen as similar to those 

dealing with just spiritual beliefs and not R-reverence

• But, R-reverence predicted anxiety at the long term follow up of 

cardiac patients, this wasn’t shown in studies that just looked at 
spirituality 

• The differential role of R- and S- reverence cannot be 

attributable to other positive characteristics and coping 

strategies 

• Individuals experiencing reverence, irrespective of setting and 

outlook, tend to derive significance in their lives from a 

connection with an omnipotent external force 

Methods- Study 2

• Participants- University of New Hampshire (UNH) and Saint 

Paul University (SPU) students

• Procedure- A study questionnaire was administered to 

participants. They were asked about the following 

• Reverence in two contexts

• Spiritual relationships

• Self-transcendence

• Attitudes toward death

• Personal adjustment 

• Measures- Questions were asked on a 5 point scale. The 

following topics were evaluated 

• Self-transcendence

• Spiritual relationship 

• Attitudes toward death

• Adjustment

• Personal Growth 

Results- Study 2

Discussion- Study 1

Discussion- Study 2

• The findings demonstrate divergent associations of the two subscales 

with primarily different sets of measures regarding attitude towards 

death

• Those who reported experiencing reverence in religious settings tended 

to be characterized as agreeable and conscientious

• Those who reported high on S-reverence tended to be characterized as 

open to experiences 

• The only time the two factor model converged was when the item 

assessing reverence was in interpersonal settings allowing it to load on 

both factors


