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The advent of social media has changed

the way adolescents make connections with

each other. Today, students are broadening

their social circles and connecting with

strangers, friends of friends, and

acquaintances on social media. Despite not

spending much time together face-to-face,

these relations are considered to be

friendships. As a result of viewing each others’

lives on social media, adolescents feel as if

they know one another personally. This study is

being conducted to determine if social media

facilitates relationships in schools and

contributes to a sense of belonging or if

connections made through social media

promote separation.
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A survey will be administered to a class of

freshmen at the Florida State University School

in Tallahassee, Florida. The questionnaire will

contain questions about demographics, the

types of technology students use, what sites

they access on these technologies, and how

often they access certain sites. Following the

survey, the class will be split into three groups

and semi-structured interviews will be carried

out. During the interviews a learning activity will

occur in which students create a visual

depiction of their networks.

The goal is to outline students’ social

networks and discover what social media

platforms they use to communicate with the

various branches of these networks, as well as

evaluating how networks can support learning,

and the degree to which school and social

networks overlap. This will be accomplished by

analyzing the number of “friends” or “followers”

the students have on each site and seeing how

this relates to the students’ perception of their

social network.

Introduction Method

Few studies have been conducted on the

consequences of adolescents forming social

connections through social media. Additionally,

due to the ever-changing nature of social

media, much of the early research published is

already out of date. In our literature review, we

have found that social media can act as an

enhancement for in-person relationships, as

well as enrich formal learning.

Several articles have shown that

adolescents use social media to reinforce

existing local networks among peers

(Buckingham, 2008), and that while they may

discuss religion or political views and see

photos of friends’ lives, adolescents are unable

to take relationships to the next level without

face-to-face interaction (Vallor, 2011). These

views support the idea of social media as a

facilitator of friendships that stem out teens’

healthy desire to be social and connected to

society (Boyd, 2014).

Social media also has the potential to

supplement formal learning. Several studies

have found that while students own a variety of

technologies, very few knew how to use many

of their technologies for an educational

purpose (Margaryan, Littlejohn, and Vojt,

2011). Despite not knowing how to

appropriately incorporate social media in

formal learning, many students have positive

attitudes toward the idea of using social media

in the classroom (Mao, 2014). The Internet

itself encourages a great deal of informal

learning through trial and error, as well as

promoting collective learning through working

together to add to our collection of knowledge

(Dunkels, 2006).


