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Currently, there is a lack of readily available information for students on the Autism Spectrum and their parents about academic and social 

support offered at institutions of higher education. This study will create a database for students and parents to find universities across the 

United States, as well as support structures available to students with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The database will provide information 

including a brief description of the program, staff members, cost, and any eligibility requirement for the programs at each institution. This 

information will be gathered from a website provided by the university or via email directly from the director of the disability office at the 

university. It is predicted that this study will support previous literature regarding types of institutions students with autism typically attend, 

what areas across the United States offer the most supports, and what the population of students on the spectrum looks like at different 

institutions. As more students with Autism Spectrum Disorder enroll in places of higher education, so to will the need for academic and 

social supports. This database should prove to be helpful for these students and their parents.  

• Hume et al (2014) discusses the difference 

between high school students and peers with ASD 

on the challenges of an independent learning 

environment.  

• The current lack of readily available supports in 

academics and social life for the increasing amount 

of students with ASD enrolling in higher education 

institutions is more necessary. (Barnhill, 2014).  

• This study will be creating a database for 

students and parents of children with ASD. It will 

include institutions in the U.S. and what they offer 

students in academics, social support, and more.  

• Zeedyk et al (2014) researches the different 

pathways students with autism follow; 2 year 

colleges and STEM majors are a popular choice.  

• Data will provide different trends from the 

institutions.  

• Sample of 19 institutions across the U.S. 

identified by breaking it down by region. 

• Contacted the schools director of higher 

education or the disabilities service office about the 

institution and initiatives they offer students with 

ASD.  

• Organize the different initiatives offered by 

each institution by placing into categories. 

• Data will be organized and made public 

through a database for students and families to see 

what each institution or school offers for students 

with ASD.  
 

• There were three trends found within the data; the type of institution, the mentorships 

options and the variety of supports offered for students on the spectrum supported the overall 

goal of this research. 

• The data showed there are more public schools (n=14) than private schools (n=5).  

• The sample included 3 community colleges, one IT school, and 15 university or state 

colleges.  

• Most schools can be found on the east coast, but Washington and California were 

included in the sample.  

• More schools offer mentorships through staff (n=11) than peer (n=1) or both (n=7).  

• Western Kentucky University offered peer mentorship through the Kelly Autism Program 

by having weekly meetings with an undergrad or grad student employed by KAP. 

• Academic support was the most consistent support offered (n=17), and social support 

was the second (n=15).  

• The other most frequent supports for students with ASD are psychological or health 

supports (n=5), lifestyle support, career counseling (n=3), self-advocacy support (n=2).  

• Previous literature stresses the importance of self-advocacy, but Depaul University and 

Bellevue College has a separate piece of support dedicated to self-advocacy.  
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• Organize data from each school into a 

database.  

• Create training materials for faculty, 

college administration, parents and students 

to use for success in higher education. 

• Create a handout with empirical data to 

support the initiatives at each institution. 
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