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This project concentrates on the novelist, 
playwright, government official, and poet Bernard 
B. Dadié. The goal of this project is to collect and 
organize Dadié’s works and scholarly research into 
an accessible format for Dadié scholars. Having a 
complete and accessible bibliography would 
enhance the study of the connections and 
contrasts between the Negritude movement in 
Africa, the American Black Arts Movement, and 
post colonial thinking in Africa, Europe, and North 
America. This would help further the study of  the 
connection between literature, political action, and 

identity. 
 
This project will be completed this year and the 
bibliography is currently being uploaded onto 
Zotero, an open source research tool, which is 
expected to become a crowd-sourced bibliography.  

 

To be a “complete” bibliography, it must house 
bibliographic information on the following sources in 
French and/or English: published poems, essays, plays, 
and books by Dadié; critical articles about Dadié’s 
writing; biographical materials about Dadié; political 
comments on Dadié’s work while holding political office; 
new reports; reviews of plays performed. Sources were 
gathered from One Search (FSU Library), OCLC World 
Cat, Historical Abstracts, America History and Life, MLA 
international Bibliography, International Index to 
performing Arts, JSTOR, Proquest Dissertations and 
Theses, ERIC (Francophone Elites, a Selective 

Bibliography) , Google Scholar, the Bibliotheque 
Nationale de la Côte d’Ivore, and Bernard Binlin 
Dadié.  Support for electronic research was offered by 
FSU Libraries through Amauri Serrano and Abby Scheel. 

 

 

 

Once the Bibliography is complete, researchers 
and students around the world can use the 
bibliography, search it by date, language, type of 
source, and content area, as well as add new 
sources as they are published.  With the support 
of librarians, Serrano and Scheel, Dr. Wright-
Cleveland will assume the responsibility of 
monitoring and updating this living bibliography.  

It is expected that the finished project will be an 
open source bibliography that can be updated by 
Dadié scholars worldwide, making it a crowd-
sourced bibliography. This will be of particular help 
to the scholars in West Africa due to the 

unfortunate lack of  infrastructure available to offer 
or maintain such a web-based source.  However, 
there is a common ability to use such a source. 
Currently, West African scholars typically work 
from scholarship published at least five years ago. 
If the sources on this bibliography are ever 
designated open-access, West African scholars 
will almost immediately become part of a new 
conversation and be able to both use current 
scholarship and then share their scholarship and 
cultural expertise with the world. 

A living bibliography of Dadié's will support diverse 
scholarship. For example, West African slam 
poets claim Dadié as a mentor.  This bibliography 
should support scholarship investigating the links 
between Dadié and slam poetry, as well as 
facilitate the building of a second  bibliography 
about African slam poets and griots.  Investigating 

the connection between Dadié, griots, and African 
slam poetry should increase our understanding of 
post-colonialism in Africa. 

The Staff of the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program ,The Library Staff at Florida 
State University,  La Bibliothèque Nationale de Côte 
d’Ivoire, the Fulbright Program, L'université Félix-
Houphouët-Boigny, Florida State University,  The 
Gracious People of Côte d’Ivoire, Zotero, One 
Search (FSU Library), OCLC World Cat, Historical 
Abstracts, America History and Life, MLA 
international Bibliography, International Index to 
performing Arts, JSTOR, Proquest Dissertations 
and Theses, ERIC (Francophone Elites, a Selective 
Bibliography),Google Scholar, Bernard Dadié, and 
his scholars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bernard Dadié’s is receiving this prize which 
rewards his contributions to art and the social 
sciences. Dr. Wright-Cleveland was in attendance 
at this ceremony. Photo curtesy of La Croix.  

 

 

 

 

Above: Photos of La Bibliothèque Nationale de Côte 
d’Ivoire (The National Library of the Ivory Coast) which 
houses Ivorian works. Photo curtesy of BNCI.  
 
Right: These blog excerpts from Dr. Wright-Cleveland’s 
blog about her experiences in Côte d’Ivoire.  
 

This bibliography is hosted on the Zotero platform. This 
tool allows users to collect information and put it on a 
searchable interface. This allows the author of the 
bibliography to work with others to collaborate on a 
project. This is done by allowing users to search for 
people and then “join” their bibliography.  

BNCI Blog Post Excerpts 

A living bibliography must be published in a format 
that is public, open-access, and crowd 
sourced.  Under the guidance and support of the 
Office of Digital Research and Scholarship, Dr. 
Wright-Cleveland and researcher Lamm have 

decided to host the list in Zotero.  Once complete, 
researchers and students around the world can use 
the bibliography, search it by date, language, type of 
source, and content area, as well as add new 
sources as they are published. 

Blog Post Excerpts 

Pictures taken by Dr. Wright-Cleveland of 
L'université Félix-Houphouët-Boigny (bottom)  
and Abidjan/the area around the city (top) 
 


