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 This project examines the narratives that emerge when using 
photographs of scientists and scientific activities as a way to un-
derstand the history of science in America. US Information 
Agency, General Electric and Science Service Scholars photo-
graph collections showcase both unpublished and published 
photos. This project detailed looking at the photographs, trying to 
understand why some photos were chosen for publishing over 
others, to better understand science history in America. This can 
help to identify underrepresented minorities, leading stories, and 
a truer image of science in America. The General Electric collec-
tion showcases a plethora of scientific disciplines in the latter half 
of the 20th century, illustrating an industry effort to document 
science within General Electric. On the other hand, the Science 
Service Scholars presents a view of 20th century scientific re-
search and portraiture, which sought to bring a more �human� 
and positive approach to scientific photography. Both of these 
shed light onto the discipline and progress of scientific photogra-
phy and innovation in a distinct and candid manner.
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BAckground
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SCIENCE SERVICE SCHOLARS ARCHIVES

Sources

 In the analysis of the Science Service Scholars, there is the 
similarity between the large majority of woman portraits. They 
are usually seated at a desk with a book, microscope, or some 
other small scientific device. In comparison, the men have por-
traits with large, complex machines and are usually seen as 
working candids. This difference is important because it depicts 
the view of women in science as nonthreatening and almost neg-
ligible in the early to mid 20th century. 

 Photographs can play a key role in helping to unravel the true history of scien-
tific advancement in America. Dr. Ron Doel, a history professor at FSU and 
author, states that �The rise of professional photography coincided with three 
critical developments in the second half of the nineteenth century: first, the emer-
gence of professional science; second, the tremendous expansion of the
modern state; and finally, the start of the second Industrial Revolution� (Doel
and Henson, 206). This shows that photography was a critical element to helping 
document the rise of American science in a candid manner. In comparison to the 
literature at the time, the photos tell a much more inclusive story of women and 
other underrepresented minorities helping and leading in scientific advancement. 
�The Farm Security Administration Photographers cameras recorded women at-
tending science classes at Iowa State and young black scientists at Atlanta Uni-
versity, images later used in war propaganda and to shape public opinion� (Doel 
and Henson, 207). However, the large majority of photographs in these historical 
collections remain unpublished. By analyzing historical photographs during this 
time period, there were many photos that represent a larger scope than the pub-
lished literature conveyed. The specific collections that were worked through 
were a portion of the United States Information Agency (USIA) database and the 
Smithsonian Science Service Scholars database. Methodology included cata-
loguing information about these images into Excel spreadsheets with descrip-
tions of their date, person(s), pose, action, and other relevant notes to discover 
patterns between and within photographs.

USIA PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES

 While sorting through the USIA Photographs, there were a small portion 
of phoptographs documenting nuclear waste casket tests. They demonstrat-
ed these caskets under high-stress situations to prove their durability. These 
were taken in 1981, just following the �Three-Mile Island� incident in 1979. 
It�s possible that these photos were taken and published to rebuild support 
for nuclear energy�a question inspired by using photographs as historical 
evidence. 

RESULTS & DISCUSSioN
 When examining photos within these archives, we often have no way 
of knowing whether or not they were ever published. Therefore, a lot
of the speculation around the photos remain in ambiguity as to if they
were chosen and why they were chosen. Regardless, there is still room 
for analyzation about why these photos might have been taken, and how 
this compares against the literature of the time period. So far, within the 
research there have been many smaller narratives around not only mi-
norities in science, but the use of science photographs to sway public
opinion on government programs and new technology. In regards to
minorities, there is much more women than what the literature suggests. 
For the future of this project, it would be beneficial to continue analyzing 
the service scholars archives, and branch into the General Electric ar-
chives in Schenectady, NY. As researches continues, it would be great  
to try to find more long-term patterns across the images, and start to 
build connections between the different archives to discover larger
narratives.
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 �A shipping cask mounted to a f latbed truck remained intact after being crashed into an unyielding sturcture at a speed 
of 84mph. The cask is being treated for the use in the disposal of nucler waste� (Waste Disposal)
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