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Methods: 
 
College level teaching at FSU (Group A) 
 
• Selected Pool: 13 principal major, all undergraduate students with FSU 

piano faculty members including Dr. Joel Hastings, Dr. Heidi Williams, 
and Prof. David Kalhous. 

• Total of 13 one hour lessons were observed in faculty studio.  
• A specific form was used to collect the data on general skills, musical 

issues, cognitive issues, techniques, performance issues, and practice 
issues.  
 

Result:  
Group A 
Examples of vivid imagery used in teaching:  
• Bird going in/out of the tree. 
• Shadows from the sun. 
• Dead duck in the pond. 
 
Examples of comparative metaphor used in teaching:  
• Tone color: loneness, dark, sharp, homogenous, fun, substance, ripe, 

pinching, fat, awake-responding, focus.  
• Emotion: innocent, desperate. 
• Phrasing: whispering, as if tuning the piano. 
• Technique: hands like crab, squeeze. 
• Character: like a violin part. 
 
In general, the topics of tempo, rhythm, and pedals used either cognitive 
explanation or physical activity whereas phrasing and emotions used 
comparative metaphor or vivid imagery. Technique was  used by all 
communication types 

Observation on Different Pedagogical Approaches 
on Piano Lessons and Master Classes 

Master classes at Piano Texas (Group B) 
 
• Selected Pool: 18 performance major, all undergraduate or high school 

students and festival faculty members including Dmitri Alexeev, Jose 
Feghali, Bernd Goetzke, Yoheved Kaplinsky, Tamas Ungar, John Owings, 
Harold Martina, Andea Bonatta, Arie Vardi, and Menahem Pressler. 

• Total of 18 forty-five minutes master classes were observed at Pepsico 
Recital Hall and The Van Cliburn Recital Hall, Fort Worth, TX. 

• A specific form was used to collect the data of the two main ideas; 
sound productions and communication methods.  
 

Background:  
 
What is a  piano lesson and a piano master class?  
A piano lesson refers to a private lesson between a teacher and a 
student. A Piano master classes refers to a public lesson with an audience.  
In this research, I divided the pool into two groups; college private 
teaching at Florida State University and master classes at Piano Texas.  

Purpose: 
 
To study different approaches to piano teachings in two different 
environments which focused on the sound production and 
communication methods. The difficulty is an objective measurement on 
measurement concerning the effectiveness of each method; however, 
some generalizations concerning stylistic approaches can be concluded. 

Form Reconstruction:  
 
In order to emphasize the importance which a certain topic received and 
the communication method used to teach it, the form was reconstructed 
several times to suit the environment of the master class.  

Group B 
Examples of vivid imagery used in teaching:  
• Tone color: projecting of going up, getting goose bumps.  
• Phrasing: feeling underneath, way to the heaven, sighing motion. 
• Emotion/character:, “it’s like saying you ate something good and you 

go back to McDonald’s”, a dangerous ocean. 
 

Examples of comparative metaphor used in teaching: 
• Tone colors: graceful, brilliant, spooky, horn, saying hello! 
• Phrasing: like another language, idee fixe – can’t get rid of it, head 

voice. 
• Emotion/character: live movement, religious, evil, heroic, operatic, silly. 

 
Examples of cognitive explanations used in teaching: 
• Tone color: different register has different sounds,  
• Phrasing: Ravel is very specific, articulation is relative, as simple, true, 

and direct, difference between question and reply. 
• Character/Emotion: why so loud? , Florestan vs. Eusebius. 

 
Although examples show varieties of vivid imagery and comparative 
metaphor, far more cognitive explanations were used to convey musical 
ideas. 

Conclusion: 
 
Based on the observations of college level private lessons in spring and 
festival master classes in summer, a broad perspective about the various 
pedagogical approaches can be given. The data show that for principal  
students, far more varying communication styles were required to achieve 
effective performance. In these lessons, comparative metaphors and 
imageries were often used and this created a positive learning 
environment. Whereas, for the more experienced master class students, 
cognitive explanation were often used by the teachers to get the point 
across at Piano Texas. The communication style often seemed more 
:”scholarly”. In conclusion, different communication methods were used 
for an effective pedagogical approach in each environment. 
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