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BACKGROUND 

•  I began to take an interest in gay culture and sexuality 
during my sophomore year of high school.   

•  I found the general level of discomfort with gay issues at 
my school to be baffling, and sometimes even amusing, 
and it enticed me to begin exploring perspectives of 
sexual normalcy.  

•  It wasn’t until I got to Florida State that I began to fall in 
love with art.   



BACKGROUND 

•  It was while doing research for 
my Multiethnic Literature class 
during my junior year at Florida 
State that I came to learn 
about the ‘closeting of 
history.’ 

 
•  The ‘closeting of history’ is 

phenomenon in which 
evidence that suggests gay or 
bisexual behavior is omitted 
from the narratives of 
important historical figures, 
thus allowing them to be 
imagined as heterosexual by 
future generations. 



PURPOSE OF RESEARCH 

•  To create art that counters the ‘closeting of history’ by placing 
historical figures and popular characters in situations that complicate 
their sexuality, and that remove them from the heterosexual 
narrative that they have been confined to.  

•  To challenge the idea of sexual “normativity” by using figures who 
have become symbols of heterosexual masculinity and success, as 
tools for showing sexuality as a performance—something that is 
fluid rather than compartmentalized.   

•  To tackle the discomfort associated with excessive femininity, 
particularly when that femininity is applied to powerful individuals, 
and to negate the idea of the effeminate as weak.  



METHODOLOGY 

•  I used mixed media to create my art, including 
oil paint, acryllic paint, spray paint, wood, 
charcoal, pencil, chalk pastels, photography, 
and digital media. 

•  Mid-summer I used my funds to travel to New 
York City, where I had the opportunity to take a 
gallery tour of the Lower East Side, and to visit 
the Leslie-Lohman Museum of Gay and 
Lesbian Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Museum of Sex, and gay bookstores.  I 
also had the chance to meet with Raphael 
Risemberg Ph.d, director of the art gallery 
tours, who gave me advise on how to maximize 
my chances of making it into the New York art 
scene.  The trip gave me inspiration for further 
art works that I completed upon my return 
home. 



DRAG PRESIDENTS 

Charcoal, chalk pastel, acrylic paint, pencil.  



GLORY HOLES 

Acrylic and oil 
paint on 
plywood.  



BUMPER STICKER STREET ART 

Digital media, Photoshop.  





DRAG AS PERFORMANCE ART 



Thanks to Paul Rutkovsky for his 
support and feedback. 

 
Thanks to you, the audience, for your 

time and attention. 
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