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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1974 80 million adults were involved in contin

uing education in the United States. Potentially the clien

tele of adult education is the entire adult population. 

Of the residents of Pinellas County, Flor i da 30 percent 

are 65 years of age or older. They COGle from allover the 

United States at the rate of 1,000 every eight days. 

The home economics program for adults in Pinellas 

County seeks to meet the demands for instruction in home e(:(; 

nomics in this area of the state. Little information about 

the background of the student;s enrolled was availa ble. This 

survey contributes to existing general knowledge a bout the a~e , 

marital status, employment, socio-econoL1ic status and ed'lca 

tional level of the enrollees. In addition, specific b~~kG~ound 

information has been obtained on length of time in local r~3 i

dence and from what aources the enrollees learned about t:H! 

adult classes being offered. Casual observation had be en ':1.ade 

that many "winter" resident s enrolled in adult education clsth

ing construction courses in order to have the use of a 3=diuG 

machine locally. Also, it seemed that both regular 1Tincer re si

dents and ne~l year-round residents seemed to enroll in a ·3. u l.t 

education courses for the socisbility and the opportun l~y to 

I 
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make new friends. Local newspapers ha1 recently dropped 

announcements of adult education course offerings. Other 

forms of publicity were currently being evaluated in rela

tion to the background of individuals who might be a ttrac

ted to enroll in adult classes in home economics. 

Statement of the Problem 

Tdhat were the backgrounds of the people who enrolled 

in clothing construction classes in the adult home economics 

program in Pinellas County, Florida. in 1974-75? In more 

detail, what was their marital status? What wer e t heir age 

ranges? How many children under 18 did they have living at 

home? li'hat was their employment status? fillat were their edu

cational and economic levels? Were they United States clti

:1;ens? How long had they lived in the State of Florida and in 

Pinellas County? liere they year-round r-e s ldonts ? How did 

they learn about the clothing construction class ? 

Need for the Study 

The Pinellas County, Florida SupcTyisor of the Adult 

Home Economics Program and four teachers of clcthin~ COllstl'UC

tion classes were consulted for sugsesti0ns of bac kgrau~d in

formation· which they thought might 1'0 us~ful i n :r-latl'l ing and 

offering classes for adults. De termini!lg t he back '~round s of 

students who enrolled in the classes would be helpful in iden

tifying groups of people to who:u the publlc relatJor.s pro ,,;r a l:!l 

could be most effectively directed. ThiR infor~ation about 
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the backgrounds of students attracted to the program was 

needed in order to improve the publicity, particularly since 

the local newsPapers had recently discontinued printing an

nouncements of adult education classes. Scheduling of classes 

might also be improved with information about the enrollees 

who re~~ined in the county all year and about those who were 

winter residents vnly. 

Ob;lilcttves for the Study 

The objective of this study was to survey the back

ground of a sampling of the people who enrolled in the adult 

home economics clothing construction classes in Pinellas 

County, Florida to secure information related to: 

1. Marital status 

2. Age 

3. Number of children under 13 at home 

4. Employment status 

5. Educational level attained 

6. Annual income 

7. C1tizenship 

8. Length of time in residence in Pinellas County 

and in Florida 

9. Number of months in residence in Pinellas County 

each year. 

10. Sources from lrhich the enrollees learned about 

the classes being offered. 
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Limitations for the Study 

The following limitations were reco gnized in this 

study: 

1. The survey .ras limited to Pinellas County, Florida. 

2. The sample was limited to sixteen classes for 

adults in clothing construction offered in 1974-1975. These 

were located at Mirror Lake Adult Center, Dixie Hollins High 

School, Skye Lock V1J.la Condominiums , Tarpon Shores Condomin

iUI:ls, Lakewood High School, and Springwood II Condominiums . 

Validity of the data was limHed to the methvd used in 

gathering the data which was a questionnaire adminis tered by 

the teachers of tbe clothing construction classes in the sam

ple. 

Definit i ons of Terms 

"Adult" students are those 16 years of age allcl over 

who are out of regular scbool. 

"Adult Education Center" is a church, recreation cen

ter, community hall, public school (at night), or Oth2T meet

ing place where adult clas s e s in home economic::; ,.e r e offered 

in Pinellas County, Florida. 

Clothing Construc-cio!LCl ass is a class wh ich includes 

basic or intermediate knowledge on fabr ic and pattern selec

tion, and skills in cutting out, fitt i ng , and sewing a gar

ment. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The review of the literature indicates tha t some 

research has been done on the background characteristics of 

enrollees in adult education programs. Research studies l.,ere 

reviewed under the following subheadlngs: 1) adult educa

tion, and 2) home economics education for adults. 

Ad ult Ed uca.t ion 

Sheffield (1965) surveyed 453 adult contlnuing educa

tion participants from many sections of the United ~tates. 

The conclusion was drawn that adults who have more formal 

education participate more in cduoation programs than their 

less educated counterparts. 

Jonnstone and Revera (1965) referred to a study con

ducted by the National Opinion Research Center which found 

that the soc tal class of individuals affects attitudes toward 

continuing education. Also, younger and better edt:cated per

sons were the ones most likely to consider the possibility of 

taking courses to satisfy their learning interests. The uses 

of adult education differed ~ost markedly across the s ocial 

class spectrum in that people at lower social clasG levels in

dicated that they took courses chiefly to learn skills neces

sary to cope with every day living, while at higher social 

5 
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class levels there was a shift away from learning for basic 

life adjustment and an accompanying increase in concern wi'th 

less pressing needs, such as the enrichment of spare time. 

Determinants of participation in adult education 

classes reported by Verner and Newberry (1965) were: 1) amount 

of earlier formal school experience as the highest ranking 

or most significant one; 2) aging, which decreases partici

pation in adult education programs; 3) occupational grouping, 

which is closely related to years of formal schooling; 

4) urban culture; and )5) accessibility and proximity to edu

cational programs. 

In a study relating to non-participation in adult 

education in Nebraska, Booth and Knox (1968) found that the 

individuc:l who participated extensively W'l.S a pt to have a 

higher educat.ional level than non-part.icipants, be married, 

belong to several voluntary organizations, be middle-aged, fe

male, a,1d resident 1.ally mobile. 

The WiscoD3in Depart mental Research Cent.er for Voca

tional Education (1969) surveyed 1,500 persons in 70 part

time adult education classes to secure information about the 

reasons for their partic ipation, and to gain ln~ight into the 

relationships of de mographic and socio-economic da.ta with these 

reasons. The data indicat ed that ndult students have a ten

dency to enroll in a continual fashion. 

An objective of a s urvey by London (1970) 1,as to dis

cover what were the charact eristl.cs of adults who enrolled in 
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various types of adult educaticn courses. It was shown that 

the level of education is the best single indicator of par

ticipation in adult education. The higher the level of edu

cation the greater the participation. This was a better pre

dictor than race, occupation, income, or place of residence. 

According to London, knowledge about places offering adult 

education iofaS highly correlated to the social class of parti

cipants. Blue collar workers were more likely to find out about 

adult education courses from personal contacts while white 

collar workers depended on mass media for information. 

Seaman and Schoeder (1970) stated that to be worthwhile 

any educational program should be related to the interests and 

needs of the adults it will serve. Through research, they cCln

cl~ded that participation was determined by the adult's atti

tudp. toward continuing education. The extent to which an indi

vidual participated in educative behavior was positlvely related 

to his level of formal education. Also, the findings of this 

study support the evidence from previous research that the ex

tent to which an ind i vidual participates in educative behavior 

is negatively related to his a ge. 

Administrators in adult education are consta ntly -trying 

to broaden the base of partici pation in their progr a ms as well 

as to increase the effectiveness of these programs. Of spe

cific interest has been those socio-cultural characteristics 

which differentiate most clearly between partici pants and 

non- part io lpants in educa t 10nal programs. .A.mong the potent tal 
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benefits of this knowledge is an improvement in program pro

motion. The findings of many studies suggest that senior 

citizens are under-represented in adult education. Robinson 

(1972) reported on a survey of adults over 60 years of age in 

Utah County, Utah. The chief purpose of t h is study was to 

discover the important socio-cultural characterist ics of this 

group and to determine what the relationships were betrTeen 

these characteristics and the senior citizen's participation 

in educational activities. The findings liere : 1) that senior 

citizen participants in adult education have a hieher income 

than nonparticipants; 2) that no difference between Vlr1; ici

pants and nonparticipants was found with reGpect to formal 

education or age; 3) that participation held up well as age 

increased; and 4) that of the senier citizens inte rviewed , 80 

percent had attended some kind of adult education program dur

ing the previous 12 month period. Participants tended to 

have family members and friends who also participated. 

In the final report on a 1969 survey of Participation 

in adult education by the Office of Education, United Stat es 

Department of Health, Education, and lfelf2.re (197',) it \Yas 

found that of the participants in adult education in che Uni-

ted States 79 percent ],ere married and eight percent. ~fe re o-.Jer 

55 years of age. The median family inco:ne in 1969 "as ~10,485 

for participants in adult education and ~J,232 fcr llon ;Jart i

cipants. Fifteen percent had less th8.n a hif,h school educa

tion, 39 percent were high school graduates, and 46 percent 
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were college undergraduates, graduates, or postgraduates. 

Over three-quarters (76t) of the people enrolled in adult 

education in 1969 were employed compared to 56 percent of the 

nonpart ic ipants. 

Home Economics Education for Adults 

Riggs (1970) surveyed young homemakers ranging in 

age from 21 to 35 in Harshall County, West Virginia regard

ing continuing adult education programs in home economics. 

Of these homemakers 94 percent were married, 25 percent of 

those with children were e:nployed, and 60 percent preferred 

evening programs. 

One purpose of a study by Frane (1970) 1-laS to deter

mine the relationship of husband's occupation, income, educa

tional level, marital status, age of participant, and a ge of 

participant's children to the selection of clothing construc

tion classes in adult education. Of 109 student s in clothing 

construction classes for adults in Iowa and Illinois, 52 per

cent had not taken a previous adult education class. The 

data showed that 37 percent were under 30 years of age, 25 

percent were over 51, 21 percent were 41 to 50, and 17 percent 

were 31 to 40 years of age. Level of educaticn atta ined Has 

as follows: 28 percent at tended colle ge, 27 percent graju~ted 

from high school, 18 percent graduated from col lege , 16 per

cent had some post high school training , and 10 pp.l'cent ifere 

not high school graduates. Having children unde r 15 years of 
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age was re ported by- 48 pel cent of the part icipants. Family

incomes from $10,000 to $15,000 were reported by 49 percent, 

under $10,000 by 35 percent and over !~15,OOO by 16 percent 

of the Participants. 

Frane was of the opinion that different appeals must 

be used to reach different groups for the promotion of home 

economics courses for adults. If trying to reach lower edu

cational levels, a strong appeal might be made for "coming 

with friends". This perhaps would be more effective than the 

"further your education" type of approach. For this group, 

an approach that could be used effectively might be that a 

woman will have a chance to express herself creatively. 

Summary 

In »lanning and offering home economics classcs for 

adults, it is useful to lmow the bac kground characteristi~:s 

of enrollees. The review of literature showed a need to fur

ther explore these characteristics. The age, marital status, 

family income, and employment status of Participants has been 

relatively well researched. There is still a lack of infor

mation concerning residential mobility and Gources proviJHng 

information about course offerings. 



CHAPTER III 

PROCEDURE 

The procedure for the study was divided into four major 

areas: (a) selection of the subjects for the study; (b) deve

lopment of the instrument; (c) administration of the instru

ment; and (d) treatment of the data. 

Selection of the Sample 

The subjects selected for the study were two hundred 

adult students enrolled tn September, 1974 and January, 1975, 

in clothing construction classes at each of the following 

adult education centers in Pinellas County, Florida: 

Dixie Hollins 
Lakewood 
Mirror Lake 
Skye Lock Villa 
Springwood II 
Tarpon Shores 

Table 1 gives the number and locations of classes used in 

the study. 

The classes represented Pinellas County geographically 

and were chosen to give a re~resentative sample in re gard 

to age and income levels. 

Development of the In s trument 

The questionnaire used was developed by the resear

cher. The introductory questions were adapted from an 

11 
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TABLE 1 

NIDoffiER AND LOCAT ION OF CLASSES USED IN ST UDY 

Total Fall 1974 W1nter 197:2 
Classes 

Locat1on 1n Centers No. Classes No. Classes 

Dixie Rollins 5 2 2 

Lakewood 3 1 1 

Mirror Lake 5 3 3 

Skye Loch Villa 1 1 

S PI' ingwood II 1 1 1 

Tarpon Shores 1 1 
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instrument used by the Wisconsln Departmental Research Center 

for Vocational Education (1969) to survey 1.500 participants 

in Part-time adult education classes . Further validity of 

the instrument was obtained by consultation with the Pinellas 

County. Florida supervisor and assistant supervisor of Adult 

Home Economics and four teachers of clothing construction 

classes. 

A pilot study was conducted. The questio=aire was 

given to four groups of five women each who were representa

tive of enrollees in adult home economics courses. The re

sponses were reviewed item by item for questions left blank 

and for items frequently misinterpreted. The questionnaire 

was then revised as a result of the pilot study. 

Administration of the Instru~ent 

Approval from the supervisor of Pinellas County Adult 

Ho:ne Economics was obtained for the admillistratlon of the 

instrument. She also approved the survey instrument. 

The research design used was the cross-sectional de

scription survey. The cluster sampling technique was used. 

The data were collected at the beginning of the fall and win

ter seJles:ters in 1971f-75. 

The study was conducted with a questionnaire ad~inis

tered by the clothing construction teachers of the designated 

classes (see Appendix). The teacher administering the ques

tionnaire talked to the group a few minutes to develop interest 
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in the survey. She assured them that obtaining some infor

mation on their backgrounds would be helpful to the Adult 

Home Ec onomics program and that all answers would be kept 

confidential. The instrument was administered during the 

fifteen minute break time in order not to interfere with 

class activities. The completed questionnaires were returned 

to the researcher for tabulation. 

Treatment of the Data 

The questionnaire was given to all enrollees in the 

selected clothing construction classes present on the day 

of the survey. The data were summarized in tabular form with 

freque~cy tables showing numbers anQ percentages. 



CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS OF DATA 

The purpose of the study was to identify certain 

background characteristics of enrollees in clothing con

struction classes in the Pinellas County, Florida adult home 

economics program. The data for the study were obtained from 

responses to an instru~ent developed by the researcher and 

administered to 200 enrollees in adult clothing construction 

classes. The accepting sample consisted of 194 returned ques

tionnaires. Of this number, 190 became the data-producing 

sample. 

Description of the Sample 

A description of the sample was compiled from infor

mation obtained through the questionnaire. The total numbers 

included for the various characteristics varied due to the 

failure of some respondents to answer all statements on the 

questionnaire. The sample consisted of enrollees i n sixteen 

clothing construction class~s at six adult education centers 

in Pinell~s County, Florida. Table 1 gives the number, se 

mester of the year in which enrolled, and locations of clas 

ses used in the sample. The classes represented Pinellas 

County geographically and were chosen to give a representa

tive sample in regard to age and income levels. 

15 
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Marital Status of Participants 

Table 2 shows that three-fourths (73t) of the re

spondents were married. Thirteen percent of the respondents 

were single and 14 percent were either wido'i¥ed or divorced. 

Age Range of Part ic ipants 

The majority of those responding (~3%) liere over 50 

years of age with 34 percent between 60 and 69 years of age. 

Twelve percent were over 70 years of age. Only 28 percent 

were under 40 years of age as can be seen in Table 3. 

Participants with Children under 18 Years of Age 

Only one-fourth of the reapondents had children under 

18 years of age at home. Of these, 19 percent had two or 

more children under 18. As shown in table 4, 75 percent of 

the respondents had no children under 18 years of age at home. 

Employment Status of Participants 

Table 5 indicates that the majority of the respondents 

were either retired (47%) or unemployed fI9'). Of those 

l"ho were employed 23 percent worked full-time and 11 per-

cent part-time. 

Edu<!ation of Partici}Jaqts 

Of the respondents, 17 percent had less than a high 

school educatton, 1-1-6 percent were high school graduates, and 

37 percent had been to college. 
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TABLE 2 

~~ITAL STAr US OF P~~TICIPANTS IN ADl~T CLOTHING 
CONSTRUCTION CLASSES IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

Marital Status 

Single 

Married 

Other (widowed or divorced) 

Total 

TABLE 3 

Number 

24 

138 

27 

189 

Percent 

13 

73 

14 

100 

AGE RANGE OF ~~TICIPANTS IN ADULT 0LOTHING 
CONSTRUCTION CLASSES IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

Age Range Nu:nber Percent 

16-29 years 23 12 

30-39 years 30 16 

40-49 years 18 9 

50-59 years 33 17 

60-69 years 64 34 

over 70 years 22 12 

Total 190 100 



Number 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 

Total 

TABLE 4 

PARTICIPANTS WITH CHILDREN UNDER 18 AT HOME 
IN ADULT CLOTHING CONSTRUCTION CLASSES 

IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

Number of 
of Children Participants 

143 
11 
22 
10 

4 

190 

TABLE 5 

18 

Percent 

75 
6 

12 
5 
2 

100 

EMPLOY!{ENT STATUS OF PART ICIPANT.3 IN ADULT CLOTHING 
CONSTRUCTION CLASSES IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

Employment Status Number Percent 

Full-time 43 23 
Part-time 20 11 
Retired 90 47 
Unemployed 37 19 

Total 190 100 



TABLE 6 

EDUCATION OF PL~TICIPANTS IN ADULT CLO~HING 

CONSTRUCTION CLASSES IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

19 

Educational Level Achieved Number Percent 

7 - 11 grade of school 

High School graduate 

Post High School 

Total 

31 

87 

69 

187 

17 

46 

37 

100 
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Annual Family Income of Fa:::'ticipants 

It was found, as shown in Table 7, that 26 percent 

of the respondents had annual family incomes under $6000 and 

seven percent had incomes over $24,000. Those with incomes 

bet\'/'een $6000 and $12,000 comprised the largest group (43%). 

Twenty-four percent were in the $12,000 to $24,000 per year 

income range. 

Citizenship of Participants 

Table 8 indicates that most (95%) of the respondents 

were citizens of the United States. 

Length of Oounty and State Residence 
of PartiCTPants 

The data in Tables 9 and 10 show that almost one-half 

(48%) of the students had lived in Pinellas County, Florida 

over five years; 54 percent had been state residents of Flor-

ida over five years. 

Thirty-nine p~rcent had lived in Pinellas County from 

one to fi\T8 years and only 13 percent less than one year. 

To determine the extent of participation bl clothing 

construction class by "winter residents,n the question 

was asked, nRow many months of the year do you remain in 

Florida?" Table IJ. shows that most (88}O of the respondents 

were year round residents. 
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TABLE 7 

ANNUAL FAMILY INCO:-1E OF PARTICIPANTS I N CLOTHING 
CONSTRUCTION CLASSES IN PINELLAS COm~TY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

Annual Income Range Number Percent 

Under $6,000 48 26 

$6000-$12,000 77 43 

$12,000- $24,000 44 24 

over $24,000 12 7 

Total 181 100 

TABLE 8 

OITIZENSHIP OF PARTICIPANTS IN ADULT CLOTHING 
CONSTRUCTION CLASSES IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974·75 

Country Number Percent 

United States 181 95 

Other 9 

Total 190 100 

--------------------------------------------------
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TABLE 9 

LENGTH OF LOCAL RESIDENCE OF PARTICIPANTS IN CLOTHING 
CONSTRUCTION CLASSES IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

Length of Local Residence Number 

Less than 6 :nonths 13 

6 to 12 months 12 

1 to 5 years 74 

over 5 years 91 

'fotal 190 

TABLE 10 

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN FLORIDA OF PARTICIPANTS 
I N ADITLT CLOTHING CONSrRUCTIO~ CLASSES 

IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 1974-75 

Length of Resl.dence in Florida Numbe r 

Less than 6 months 12 

6 to 12 months 10 

1 to 5 years 66 

over 5 years 102 

Total 190 

Perc ent 

7 

6 

39 

48 

100 

Pe~C'cent 

6 

5 

35 

54 

100 



TABLE 11 

ANNUAL LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN FLORIDA OF PARTICIPANrS 
IN ADULT CLOTHING CONSTRUCrrON CLASSES 

IN PINELLAS COUNTY. FLORIDA 1974-75 

23 

Number of months annually Number Perc eut 

6 months or less 

All year 

Total 

22 

164 

186 

12 

88 

100 



Sources Providing Inform~tion About 
Clothing Construction Cour~ 

The listing of 15 possible sources of information 

24 

about adult clothing construction courses comprised one sec

tion of the instrument. The results, as shown in Table 12, 

indicate t~at the respondents most often learned about the 

classes from a friend (42f,) or printed schedules made avail

able by the adult education programs (3210). Eight percent 

learned about the classes from another adult education class. 

Only 5% had read about the course . offerings in the newspaper 

or had learned about the classes at the community center. Fewer 

learned about the classes from exhibits, radio, high school 

a~d other sources. 

Summary of Results 

The analysis of the data showed that 73 percent of ths 

enrollees in the adult clothing construction courses surveyed 

were married. Sixty-three percent were over 50 years of age 

and only 25 percent had children under 18 years of age. The 

~~jority (6610) were either retired or unemployed. Of those 

responding, 46 percent were high school graduates and 37 per-

cent had some post high school education. Forty-three percent 

of the stUdents reported annual family incomes of $6,000 to 

812,000 and 24 percent were in the $12,000 to 824,000 range. 

One-half of the respondents had lived in Flori.da oyer five 

years and 88 Percent were year round residents. The participants 

most often learned about the class from a friend(42%) or from 

schedules published by the adult education prcgram (32%). 



TABLE 12 

SOURCES PROVIDING INFORr'1AT I ON ABOUT COURSES TO 
PART ICIPAN'TS IN A.DULT CLOTHING CO NSTRUCT ION 
CLA§ljES IN PINELLAS CO UNTY. FLORIDA 1974-75 

Source Providing Information 

Friend 
Printed Sch~dules 
Another Adult education class 
Community center 
Newspaper 
Exhibit in shopping mall 
Radio 
High School 
Adult education office 
Adult education student 
Relative 
Employee at work 
Teacher 
Fabric store 
Private club house 
Other 

Number of participants = 190 
Number of answers = 199 
So~e multiple answers 

Nu:nber 

80 
61 
15 
10 

9 
7 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

25 

Percent 

42 
32 

8 
5 
5 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

.5 
·5 
.5 
.5 
.5 



CHAPTER V 

SU:'ofl1ARY, CONCLUSIONS, DISCUSSION, 

AND RECOM:"IENDAT IONS 

Summary 

The purpose of the study was to identify certain back

ground characteristics of enrollees in clothing construction 

classes in the Pinellas County, Florida adult ho~e economics 

program. The data for the study were obtained fro:n responses 

to an instrument developed by the researcher and administered 

to 200 enrollees in selected classes in 1974-75. Of 194 re

turned questionnaires, 190 became the data-producing sample. 

Oonclusions 

The findings of the study as reported in Ohapter IV 

seemed to indicate the following: 

1. A majority of the students surveyed were married, 

over 50 years of age, and ,rere ret ired or une mployed. 

2. Most of the respondents were from middle-income 

familie s with at least a hi~h school eduoation. 

3. Almost all of the students were year round resi

dents of Florida; one-half of them had lived in the state for 

over five years. 

4. The so,~ces most likely to provide information on 

adult clothing construction courses were friends and schedules 

26 
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printed about the adult education program. 

5. Radio and newspaper publicity attracted very few 

enrollees. 

Discussion 

A co~parison of the findings of this study and those 

of other studies cited previously in the review of litera-

ture revealed some similarities and some differences. A sur

vey conducted in 1969 by the United States Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare revealed that the percentage of respon

dents in this study who were married was about the same as the 

percentage of participants sampled for the entire country. 

However, differences were found in regard to age. Only eight 

percent of the participants in adult education in the HEW 

study were over 55 years of age; 63 percent of the partici

pants surveyed in this study were over 50 years of age. Three 

times as many participants in adult education in the United 

States as a whole were employed as were found to be employed 

in this study. This may be partly accounted for by the largec 

number of older adults enrolled in classes in Pinellas County. 

Both the educational and family income levels of participants 

in these two studies were similar. 

Teachers of clothing construction classes in Pinellas 

County had thought that a high proportion of their enrol.lees 

might be winter visitors from Canada. The result s of the sur

vey failed to support this. Booth and Knox (19 6-'3 ) ind ica ted 
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that adult education participants in Nebraska were likely to 

be residentially mObile. The present study found that one

half of the respondents had lived in Pinellas County, Florida 

over five years. 

According to London(1970), white collar workers (mid

dle-class) were likely to depend upon mass media for infor

mation regarding adult education courses. Findings of this 

study indicated that only five perc ent of the respondents learned 

about the clothing construction cla sses fro m nE:~lSpapers 

only two Percent from the radio. 

Recommenda tions 

Based on the findings of this study, the following 

recommendations are sugge sted: 

1. A similar study be conducted to determine the 

background characteristics of enrollees in other areas of 

adult home economics in Pinellas County, Florida. 

2. That scheduling of clothing construction classes 

fOr adults in Pinellas County be planned primarily for per 

manent year;round residents. 

3. That the characteristics of older adult l earners 

be considered in the scheduling of classes and the methodG 

of instruction us ed for clothing construction classes 1n 

Pinellas County, Florida. 

4. A ;nore extensive study be conducted of s ource s 

providing information on horne economics cour ses offered by the 

adult education program in Pinellas County, Fl orida. 



APPENDIX 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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HELP US KNOW YOU BETTER 

General Directions: Please read each item carefully and 
answer all questions completely. Be sure to check only one 
item unless other directions are given. All information 
you give us will be kept confidential. 

1. Marital Status: Single Married 

2. 

3· 

Age: 16-29 
60-69 = 30-39 40-49 

over 7-0--

Number of children under 18 living at home 

Other 

50-59 

4. Employment status: Full-time Part-time 

Retired Unemployed __ 

5. Circle highest grade or year completed at school. 

Elementary 

4 5 678 

High School 

9 10 11 12 

Post High School 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

6. Annual income (if married, state family income). 

Under $6,000 ____ 

$12,000 to $24,000 

$6,000 to $12,000 

Over $24,000 

Background 

1. Are you a U.S. citizen? 

Yes 

No 

2. How l-ong have you lived in Pinellas Count.y? 

Less than 6 months 

6 to 12 months 

1 to 5 years 

Over 5 years 



3· How long have you lived in Florida? 

Less than 6 months 

6 to 12 months 

1 to 5 years 

Over 5 years 

30 

4. How many months of the year do you remain in Pinellas Co.? 

6 months or less 

All year 

5. Where did you hear about this course? 

Friend 

Radio 

Mall exhibit 

Printed SChedules 

Another Adult Education Class 
Other ________________________________________ __ 
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