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Environmental Documentaries and Communities of Activism  

This project aims at identifying the impact documentary films 

have in instigating public activism. GASLAND focuses on the 

damage that fracking causes on the American public as well 

as the environment. Racing Extinction is primarily focused on 

the effects that carbon emissions, black market trading, and 

the altogether treatment of our environment will eventually 

lead to mass species extinction. Both films were successful in 

the box office and have created further action regarding their 

respective issues, and as a result have succeeded in informing 

the public of environmental issues that directly impact the 

world we live in.  

• Directed by Josh Fox 

• Released in 2010 

• Won a Primetime Emmy for Outstanding 

Directing for Nonfiction Programming 

• Sequel: GASLAND II 

• Focuses on the health and safety of middle 

American homes 

• Investigates the health affects of Oil Fracking 

 

• Directed by Louie Psihoyos 

• Released in 2015 

• Nominated for Grand Jury Prize at Sundance 

Film Festival 

• Focuses on carbon emissions and black market 

trading to highlight the actions that will lead to 

mass extinction 

• Investigates multiple issues related to the 

destruction of the environment 
 

My research contribution for GASLAND was to gather data 

from the films official Facebook page as evidence For Dr. 

Opel’s writings. I was responsible for taking screen shots that 
illustrated personal interaction between the producers and 

the public. These included promotional posts for the film, 

event updates, information pertaining to relevant fracking 

petitions, personal messages from Josh Fox himself, and 

more. I also had to identify how frequently GASLAND posts 

appeared on various environmental organizations 

Facebook pages in order to identify the extent to which 

GASLAND messages were being distributed.  

Due to this films recent release, I was responsible for 

gathering press coverage of the film in an attempt 

at tracking the producers angle of advertising. I 

gathered various journalistic interviews with Psihoyos 

regarding the challenges he faced as well as his 

ultimate goal for the film. Dr. Opel also conducted 

personal interviews with the production team to 

gather more specific information regarding the films 

creation and ultimate success.  
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Dr. Andy Opel, Digital Media Production Director – Christopher Sintic, Communications 

Abstract 

Results Results 

What I discovered in my data collection were three 

major categories to which GASLAND producer Josh 

Fox used Facebook. The first was to promote the film. 

The second was a more direct request to the 

followers to get involved in political activism through 

informative videos, photos, and articles. The third 

discovery was a continuation of the documentaries 

goal: to inform the public of certain hazards, 

problems, and solutions to fight fracking in America. 

It was also seen that Josh Fox and the Producers of 

GASLAND used social media to maintain a 

continuous flow of information long after the film left 

theaters.   

What I discovered from the articles as well as 

speaking with Dr. Opel was a shift in how 

Documentaries are being produced. With their more 

recent popularity in theaters, directors and 

producers have implemented a more thematic 

construction of the films. Psihoyos mentions in a few 

interviews that this film is “the real life Avengers”, 
insinuating that it will not only be informative but will 

contain exciting and suspenseful scenes. This shift in 

presenting real life information results in a larger 

audience reaction, thus inciting a larger change in 

the populations view of the subject in question.   

In conclusion, Dr. Opel’s research has outlined the true impact 
that popular documentaries are having on the public’s opinion. 
Through direct interaction of social media GASLAND producer 

Josh Fox was able to connect with individuals and lead them 

towards improving the communities in which they live. Racing 

Extinction, which took a more global approach, has focused 

on creating a fascinating story that entertains as much as it 

informs. These two approaches have aided in the growth and 

popularity of documentary films an as a result, have aided in 

improving the very issues that they address.  

How documentary film is filling a gap in journalism and sparking social movements in the process 
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