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Our Research 

In 1964, the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), a 
major member of the Civil Rights 
Movement, employed Freedom 
Summer. Freedom Summer was 
dedicated to registering black citizens 
to vote in the deep South, in 
Mississippi. College students from 
around the country volunteered to go 
to Mississippi towns to teach in 
Freedom Schools, register voters, and 
fight for equality. In our research, we a 
work to find surviving volunteers that 
went to Mississippi and record their 
stories via interviews.  
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Our Methods 

•  Analyzing microfilm and primary 
sources to create a list of the 
volunteers’ names, hometowns, jobs 
and locations in Mississippi, as well as 
parents’ names.  

•  Primary research has been online- 
looking through articles, publishings, 
obituaries, etc.  

Our goal was to find resources that give 
us clues and information as to these 
volunteers’  whereabouts and contact 
information and make contact. 

 

  Our Results 

•  We have made contact and received 
replies from multiple volunteers! 

•  We are still in working to exhaust all 
possible resources and contact all 
surviving volunteers. 

•  Through our initial research we have 
received more names and information 
from volunteers about other volunteers 

Goals of Our Research 
 

•  Creation of an extensive digital and oral history using 
interviews and testimonies 

•  To reach more volunteers than current research has 
contacted and preserve their stories 

Our hope is to create an extensive account of how 
Freedom Summer  originated in Mississippi, what it 
meant to these volunteers and see how this incredibly 
historical event changed their world and consequently, 
the world we know today. 

 

  

Volunteer’s Replies 
 

“I’d be very happy to be in touch with you and let you know what I remember of 
the Mississippi Freedom Summer. Did the person who gave you my email 

mention that I live in Italy? This isn’t an insurmountable problem since I can 
make unlimited calls to land lines in the U.S. but we will have to take the 6-

hour time difference into account. 

Best, 

-Susan Finnel 

“I don't remember if I ever sent you this -- it has names and 

addresses from 25 years ago -- along with other interesting info. 

If you use or post it, please credit the Mark Levy Collection and the 
QueensCollege/CUNY Civil  Rights Archive. We should talk on the phone one 

of these days to see how else I might be helpful -- and would love to hear more 
about what you are doing.” 

--Mark Levy 

“I was in Itta Bena, Mississippi in the Freedom Summer Project.  Bob Moses 
recruited me.  I'm happy to contribute to the oral history project.  Today I'm an 
artist working in both two and three dimensions.  Earlier this year I decided to 

design a memorial.  It is as yet to be considered. Copy below 

Peace,” 

-John Lyon 
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Special thanks to SNCC volunteers Mark Levy, John Lyon, and Susan Finnel ll for their contributions to our research, 
Freedom Summer, the Civil Rights Movement, and to America and its history. 
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