
Florida State University Libraries

Undergraduate Research  2015 Symposium

2015

Elite Influence among Anxious Citizens:
Evidence from Latin America
Crystal Serrano

Follow this and additional works at the FSU Digital Library. For more information, please contact lib-ir@fsu.edu

http://fsu.digital.flvc.org/
mailto:lib-ir@fsu.edu


Elite Influence among Anxious Citizens: Evidence from 
Latin America

Department of Political Science

Crystal Serrano

Scott Liebertz

Purpose:
Some of the Latin American countries with 

the highest crime rates seem to not prioritize 

this issue in newspapers. However, people 

still seem to have growing anxiety about their 

physical insecurity in their country. This 

project is aimed to analyze what role society's 

elite actors have in this messaging of these 

issues and how their messaging affects public 

attitudes about democratic principles and 

institutions. 

Table 6-2: Salience

Country % of Front Page 

Articles about Crime

# of Crime Articles 

per Page

Argentina 11.86 .09

Bolivia 7.32 .11

Brazil 7.14 .10

Chile 3.64 .08

Colombia 9.52 .21

Dominican Republic 20.93 .14

Ecuador 9.78 .18

El Salvador 17.50 .10

Guatemala 39.13 .23

Honduras 22.00 .12

Mexico 29.33 .15

Panama 5.97 .13

Peru 5.17 .23

Venezuela 2.22 .31

Methodology:
• Survey Data (Latinobarometro.org)

• Elite Interviews

• Content Analysis from Newspapers

Limitations:
• Elites in fact didn’t discuss the issue of 

crime too often in our sample

• Not all 18 Latin American countries had 

accessible online archives of printed 

newspapers for the dates being analyzed.

• Used the front page of online newspapers 

as a proxy showing what the public is 

directly exposed to everyday.

Role of Affective Intelligence:
• Crime-induced anxiety can undermine 

support for democratic principles in the 

presence of strong anti-democratic 

messaging on the parts of elites.

• Citizens who experience anxiety are more 

likely to question previous assumptions 

about their surroundings and scan their 

environment for new messages about 

how to solve their problems. 

• If crime-anxious citizens are more likely to 

encounter authoritarian elite messages 

from their politicians and in the media at 

large, then they are – ceteris paribus –
more likely to express anti-democratic 

attitudes themselves.  
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Argentina Clarín

Bolivia El Diario

Brazil Folha de Sao Paolo

Chile La Tercera

Colombia El Colombiano

Dominican Republic Listín Diario

Ecuador El Comercio

El Salvador La Prensa Grafica

Guatemala Nuestro Diario

Honduras La Tribuna

Mexico El Universal

Panama La Prensa

Peru El Peruano

Venezuela El Notitarde

Table 6-1: Latin American Newspapers

Hypothesis 1:
In the face of increasing media salience given 

to crime, the effect of crime-induced anxiety 

on support for democracy will be null, ceteris 

paribus.

Hypothesis 2:
In the face of increasing anti-institutional 

messaging related to crime, the effect of 

crime-induced anxiety on support for 

democracy will be negative.
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