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Purpose:


For people all over the planet, sea level rise is accelerating and is 

impacting Floridians directly. Due to the accelerated ice melt and 

the warming of the ocean, sea level is estimated to rise significantly 

by 2100. Cities such as Miami already suffer from floods after a 

mere 6-inch tidal rise. Local governments must plan alternative 

strategies and policies to mitigate damage from sea level rise. 

Methods:
•  Finding documents on the federal role in climate adaptation beyond 

funding

•  Determining the extent of federal and state government assistance

•  Identifying the timeline and authors of adaptation documents

•  Identifying actions taken by local governments in relation to 

governmental climate adaptation documents 

•  Classifying policy actions taken by localities in terms of alternatives, 

strategies, and investments 

Sea Level Rise Projections:

The chart (left) 
quantifies the 

e x t e n t  o f 
efforts taken 

against sea 

level rise by 
coun t ies i n 

Florida.

This projection curve (above), produced 
by globalchange.gov, shows the 

estimated change in sea level between 
now and 2100. It suggests at a rise of 

1-4 feet in sea level by the end of the 

century.

This map (below) shows areas of the 
city of Miami that would be inundated 

by a 1 meter rise in sea level, which is 
an estimate relatively consistent with 

most sea level rise projections.

Results:


•  The majority of counties in Florida have not taken action against 

climate change

•  Most counties that have recognized sea level rise have taken 

only the first steps to adaptation: assessing vulnerability

•  Only 5 counties, including Broward and Miami-Dade county, are 

actively responding to mitigate sea level rise through regulation
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