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ABSTRACT 

 

College enrollment rates into institutions of higher education have increased over the last 

thirty years for Black high school graduates (Insitute of Education Science, 2011). However, 

there are many college enrollment factors that influence a student’s decision to attend a college 

or university. This study sought to determine the most influential college enrollment factors that 

affect the decision of Black undergraduates to enroll at FSU. Specifically, the study analyzed the 

role that the Center of Academic Retention and Enhancement, a summer bridge program at the 

Florida State University, plays in the enrollment of Black undergraduate students. A survey 

questionnaire was developed and distributed to Black undergraduate students at Florida State 

University that asked questions concerning the importance of various college enrollment factors. 

The study found that “Financial Aid: Scholarships and Grants” was the most important college 

enrollment factor. The C.A.R.E Program was also influential in the decision of the majority of 

C.A.R.E students to attend FSU. Based off of the findings from the survey, it is evident that the 

C.A.R.E Program is a vital instrument in the recruitment of Black undergraduate students to FSU 

and to the academic success of those students throughout their college career. 

 

Keywords: College enrollment factors, C.A.R.E, FSU 
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“Do what you should do, when you should do it, whether you like it or not.” Self-

discipline is the master key to all riches. The strength of the will to force yourself to pay the price 

of success, to do what others don’t like to do, to go the extra mile, to fight and win the lonely 

battle within yourself – that’s the final analysis, the only way to make your dreams a reality. 

Success is tons of discipline. 

-Napoleon Hill
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

 

Education is viewed as the key to America’s success. It provides opportunities to citizens 

that would not have been afforded to them otherwise, and allows them to positively contribute to 

society through creative endeavors and innovative ideas. Without a continuance of education, 

society would not be high functioning, and the technology that is heavily relied upon would not 

exist. Although society produces a notion that education is obtainable by anyone, equality of 

access to education does not exist.  

There are many factors students face when considering enrollment into an institution of 

higher education.  The extent to which these factors affect college enrollment varies from student 

to student. One factor that is extremely influential on one student’s decision to attend an 

institution of higher education may have no bearing on another student’s decision to attend. With 

this thought in mind, this paper seeks to identify the influence of college enrollment factors on 

the decision of high school graduates to pursue higher education.  

 

Purpose of Study 
  

This study sought to determine the factors that influence college enrollment of Black 

undergraduate students at The Florida State University (FSU). Specifically, this study analyzes 

the role that the Center for Academic Retention and Enhancement (C.A.R.E), has on enrollment 

rates of Black undergraduate students. I examined college enrollment factors that influenced 

students of all races across the United States. Then, I took those nationally represented factors 

and determined if they held true for Black undergraduate students at FSU. Of these factors, I 

gauged the importance of C.A.R.E in the decision of Black students to enroll into the university. 
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The influential level of C.A.R.E was determined by the responses of Black students at FSU given 

through a survey. Since the overarching theme of this study is college enrollment of Black 

students, subjects consisted of Black students, both male and female, who were currently 

enrolled at FSU and classified as an undergraduate student by the Office of the University 

Registrar.  

 The first half of this study reviewed literature on undergraduate college enrollment 

factors. These scholarly writings discussed the enrollment rates of undergraduate students across 

the United States as well as factors that affected enrollment rates. In order to provide a vast 

perspective on the issue, I reviewed literature published from 1980 to the present date. Covering 

such a broad time span will allow for the clear establishment of trends. The data collected from 

the various scholarly sources was used to construct a survey to test the extent to which factors 

apply to the Black undergraduate students at FSU.  

The second part of this study took the newly created survey and distributed it to eligible 

students. I compiled the data taken from the survey, analyzed it, and determined whether or not 

the factors affecting undergraduate college enrollment nationwide were present in the Black 

undergraduates’ decision to attend FSU. Additionally, I took the responses given concerning 

C.A.R.E and determined if the program was a top factor in the enrollment of Black students. 

Hypotheses 

With this study, I will test the following hypotheses: 

� The nationwide factors affecting the enrollment of Black undergraduate students are 

similar to the factors affecting undergraduate enrollment of Black students at the FSU. 

� C.A.R.E. plays a significant role in the decision of Black undergraduate students to attend 

FSU.  
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Research Questions 

� What are the most prevalent factors that affect undergraduate college enrollment for all 

races in the United States? 

o Of these factors, which seem to be the most influential? 

� Have the factors affecting undergraduate college enrollment for all races changed since 

the 1980s? 

� Have the factors affecting undergraduate college enrollment for Black students changed 

since the 1980s? 

� What role do summer bridge programs play in the college enrollment or minorities and 

low socioeconomic students in colleges and universities across the nation? 

o Do these programs increase minority college enrollment or do they have no 

effect? 

� How does C.A.R.E affect the enrollment of Black undergraduate students at FSU? 

o If so, to what extent? 

Significance of Study 

 This study will benefit several parties. First, this study will aid admission officers at FSU 

in recruitment of Black students. They will be able to take the most influential factor of college 

enrollment, as determined by the study, and develop recruiting techniques around the factor in 

order to increase Black undergraduate enrollment. Second, this study will allow the C.A.R.E 

Office to determine which current practices should be held constant and which should be 

improved in order to increase or maintain the effectiveness of the program. This study will help 

university administrators in deciding where funds should be spent in recruiting Black 

undergraduate students. Other colleges and universities across the nation may be able to use the 
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results of this study to determine programs and practices to implement in efforts of attracting 

more Black undergraduate students.  

 

Definitions 

College Enrollment: graduates of high school who enter a two or four year institution of higher 

education in the summer or fall semester immediately after high school graduation. 

First Generation College Student: students who are the first in their families to obtain a 

postsecondary degree from an institution of higher education 

Florida State University: a research institution of higher education established in 1851, located 

in Tallahassee, Florida. 

The C.A.R.E Program: a program at the Florida State University created for underprivileged 

and first generation college students that aid in the transition of the students into college, 

providing them with academic and personal tools for success and retention.
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CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 

Introduction 

This chapter encompasses several major sections: statistical data, general college 

enrollment factors, and C.A.R.E. Statistical data provides an historical timeframe for the study 

by showing the progression of the Black community within the United States compared to that of 

the dominant White race. General college enrollment factors give insight into factors that affect 

students of all races across the nation. Narrowing down the factors to those that specifically 

affect Black students presents a target area for the study, and creates the foundation of the 

college enrollment factor survey. Focusing on the Center for Academic Retention and 

Enhancement at FSU presents an opportunity to evaluate the effect of the programs on Black 

undergraduate students at the institution. Combined, these sections paint a complete picture that 

leads into the presentation of data. 

It is important to recognize the work of others who have written similar papers in the 

field. Dr. Angela Alvarado Coleman wrote a dissertation titled, “The Effects of Pre-Collegiate 

Academic Outreach Programs on First-Year Financial Aid Attainment, Academic Achievement 

and Persistence.” Dr. Alvarado Coleman compared two groups of students who enrolled into the 

university through the C.A.R.E. One group of students participated in a pre-collegiate outreach 

program, such as Upward Bound, while the other group did not. The study found that students 

who participated in a pre-collegiate program did not have a greater chance of receiving more 

financial aid, had a lower probability of achieving a 3.0 GPA or higher and persisting to a second 

year of college (Alvarado Coleman, 2011). Dr. William Hudson wrote a dissertation titled, “The 

Relationship between Self-Efficacy and Resilience to Grades of Students Admitted under Special 

Criteria.” The study examined the effect of self-efficacy and resilience on the academic 
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performance of students admitted to the University through the C.A.R.E Program. The study 

found that self-efficacy and parental involvement were important predictors of academic 

performance (Hudson, 2007).  

Statistical Data 

 The number of students enrolling into colleges and universities across the nation has risen 

over the past 40 years (Insitute of Education Science, 2011). In 1980, there were 12,097,000 

people enrolled in an institution of higher education. Eighty-one percent were White, 9.2 were 

Black, and 3.9 percent were Hispanic. In 1990, 13,819,000 people were enrolled in higher 

education institutions. Seventy-seven point six percent were White, 9.0 were Black, and 5.7 

percent were Hispanic. At the turn of the millennium, 15,312,000 people were enrolled in an 

institution of higher education. 68.3 percent were White, 11.3 were Black, and 9.5 percent were 

Hispanic. In 2009, there were 20,427,000 people enrolled in an institution of higher education.  

Sixty-two point three percent were White, 14.3 were Black, and 12.5 percent were Hispanic 

(Insitute of Education Science, 2011). It is important to note that the enrollment rates of Black 

and Hispanic students increased while the enrollment rates of White students decreased. 

College Enrollment Factors  

The receipt of a high school diploma does not guarantee that a graduate from high school 

will enroll in an institution of higher education. There are many monetary and non-monetary 

factors that influence a student’s decision to enroll into an institution of higher education upon 

graduating from high school. The degree to which those factors influence the decision to 

continue education varies from student to student. A factor that has an impact on one student 

may not affect another. Over the years, scholars have conducted research to determine the 

general factors that influence college enrollment. 



14 

 

Gary Becker (1994) proposed the model of human capital. With this model, Becker 

asserts that enrollment into an institution of higher education is seen as an investment for a 

student (Becker & Tomes, 1994). If a student believes that he or she will receive a high return on 

their investment gained by education, he or she will enroll into college. The high return is 

calculated by comparing the cost of education with the expected income level upon completion 

of college (Becker & Tomes, 1994). Robert Willis and Sherwin Rosen also echo Becker’s 

findings. Their empirical analysis found that there is statistical significance in the relationship of 

expected income level and enrollment into college. Students who expected to gain a high income 

level were extremely more likely to attend college than those who did not expect to have a high 

income level (Willis & Rosen, 1979).  

A study conducted in 1998 used the human capital model as a foundation and data from 

the National Education Longitudinal Study to determine the factors that affected the enrollment 

of students into postsecondary institutions (Akerhielm, Berger, Hooker, & Wise, 1998). From the 

data, the researchers were able to draw several key conclusions. They found that Asians/Pacific 

Islanders and Whites were more likely to attend postsecondary institutions than Blacks, 

Hispanics, and Native Americans.  Seventy-nine percent of Asians/Pacific Islanders and 66 

percent of Whites attended college compared to 53 percent of Hispanics, 52 percent of Blacks, 

and 38 percent of Native Americans (Akerhielm, Berger, Hooker, & Wise, 1998).  

Manski and Wise believe that self-selection is a very influential factor in students’ 

decisions to attend college (1983). The decision of college admission officers to admit students is 

irrelevant if the students do not make the decision to apply to the institution. Of the 45 percent of 

high school students who graduated in 1972 who did not attend an institution of higher education 
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the following fall, many of them would have been admitted in a university if they had simply 

applied (Manski & Wise, 1983).   

Academic preparation also had an effect on students continuing their education. Students 

who took college preparatory classes in high school coupled with a rigorous academic class 

schedule were more likely to attend college than students who did not. Evidence pointed to a 

positive correlation between class rank and college enrollment. As the class rank of high school 

students increased, college enrollment of those students increased as well (Manski & Wise, 

1983).  

Financial Aid 

Financial Aid is a top concern for students and greatly affects their enrollment and 

retention in college. There have been many studies conducted over the years in which the 

relationship between financial aid and enrollment was studied and the fluctuation of tuition 

prices with college enrollment was analyzed (McPherson & Schapiro, 1991). The studies found 

that the number of students enrolling into college increases as the price of college decreases and 

the amount of available financial aid increases. To gain a closer look, Charles Manski and David 

Wise (1983) performed research in which they took a sample of high school graduates from 

1972, determined their college choices, and predicted the influence of the Pell Grant Program as 

it was from the year 1979-1980.  Based off of their predictions, they believed that the Pell Grant 

Program should increase college enrollment by 21 percent. Their findings indicated that the 

enrollment of low-income students increased by 59 percent, middle-income students by 12 

percent, and high-income students by 3 percent (Manski & Wise, 1983). A research study 

conducted by Kassie Freeman (1997) held focus groups with African American high school 

students in grades tenth through twelfth. Within these focus groups, the students revealed their 
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sentiments on the obstacles to enrolling into college. Students expressed that financial aid played 

a major role in their decision to attend college. Students worried about not having enough funds 

to pay for college, as well as not receiving an investment on their return upon graduation from 

college. One student stated that if there was a chance that he would not gain the money that he 

put into college, then he did not see the point in attending.    

 However, not all research on this college enrollment points to a positive correlation 

between financial aid and undergraduate college enrollment rates. W. Lee Hansen (1983) took 

the Current Population Survey Data and analyzed the enrollment rate of students between the 

ages of 18 and 24 for the time periods of 1971-1972 and 1978-1979. He used the data to 

calculate the enrollment rate ratios of students who came from below the median income and 

above the median income during those two time periods. He found that the ratios declined for 

Black and White Students. This analysis led to the conclusion that increased availability to 

financial aid does not necessarily lead to an increase in college enrollment (Hansen, 1983).  

Parental Influence 

 Research has shown a link between parental influence and college enrollment of 

underrepresented populations (Perna & Titus, 2005). The greater the parental influence, the more 

likely it is that high school graduates will apply and enroll in college (Cabrera & La Nasa, 2000;  

Perna L. W., 2000). Parental educational level and income can also be tied directly and indirectly 

to college enrollment . Directly, the lower the educational level and income of the parents, the 

greater the chance that the students’access to education is limited (Orfield et al, 1984). Minority 

students are four times more likely than White students to become dependent on financial aid  

(Orfield et al, 1984). Indirectly, the lower the education level and income of the parents, the 
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smaller the chance that both the parents and the students will have access to information on the 

necessary factors of enrolling into college  (Freeman, 1997). 

 There was also a positive correlation between postsecondary institution enrollment and 

family income. As the income of the student’s family increased, enrollment into postsecondary 

institutions increased. Eighty-six percent of students whose families fell into the top income 

bracket, 69 percent of students whose families fell into the middle income bracket, and 44 

percent of students whose families fell into the bottom income bracket attend an institution of 

higher education (Akerhielm, Berger, Hooker, & Wise, 1998). Income levels had a similar effect 

even for those with high test scores. 

Thomas Kane found that one of the most important factors in college enrollment among 

Black students is parental education level. Of the eighteen to nineteen year old high school 

graduates from 1973 to 1988, there was an 85 percent chance that student’s parents were both 

college graduates, which was more than twice the likelihood of students whose parents were high 

school dropouts (Kane, 1994).  

 C.A.R.E  

 C.A.R.E was founded on the campus of FSU in January 2000 out of the merger of two 

institutional academic support systems, the Horizons Unlimited Program and the Summer 

Enrichment Program (The Center forAcademic Retention and Enhancement, 2011). The 

Horizons Unlimited Program was created in 1968 and centered on the ideas of recruitment and 

retention. The program presented students with the opportunities of gaining admissions into the 

university. The Summer Enrichment Program was created ten years later as a measure to 

increase the presence of minorities within higher education, and provided newly admitted 
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undergraduate students with transitioning services that catered to academic success (The Center 

forAcademic Retention and Enhancement, 2011).  

The mission of C.A.R.E is to “contribute to the successful retention and graduation of 

undergraduate students who have been disadvantaged by virtue of economic or educational 

circumstances” (The Center for Academic Retention and Enhancement, 2011). The 

accompanying vision is to “motivate and prepare targeted middle/high school students to pursue 

higher education. Recruit, prepare, and support targeted first generation college students for 

successful adaptation and academic success at the undergraduate level” (The Center for 

Academic Retention and Enhancement, 2011). 

Pre-Collegiate Programs 

C.A.R.E has two programs designed for high school students, the College Reach-Out 

Program and Upward Bound (The Center for Academic Retention and Enhancement, 2011). The 

College Reach-Out Program was created in 1992 with the goal of educating and motivating high 

school students in preparation of college. The program encompasses the East Gadsden High 

School, Shanks Middle School, Wakulla High School, and West Gadsden High School. Students 

in the College Reach-Out Program must be in the sixth through twelfth grade and meet specific 

economic and educational criteria as deemed by the Florida Department of Education. Upward 

Bound was established in 1989 at East Gadsden High School, and is referred to as a TRIO 

Program. TRIO programs prepare low socioeconomic and first generation students for entry into 

college, retention throughout college, and completion of college.  

Upward Bound is the oldest of the TRIO programs, and has also been deemed the most 

successful. Any Upward Bound program must meet the following four objectives as deemed by 

the United States Department of Education: academic improvement on standardized testing, 
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program retention, postsecondary enrollment, and postsecondary persistence. In efforts of 

meeting these objectives, the Florida State Upward Bound Program has structured their program 

to boost the academic and personal skills of participating students while giving them the 

necessary tools to prepare them for college admission, retention, and completion (The Center for 

Academic Retention and Enhancement, 2011). Throughout the course of the academic year, 

students participate in weekly study sessions and one-on-one tutoring. During the summer 

months, students partake in a six week enrichment program on the campus of the Florida State 

University. During the six weeks, students take academic courses in various subjects and 

participate in activities that introduce them to the college experience (The Center for Academic 

Retention and Enhancement, 2011).  

Summer Bridge Programs 

C.A.R.E offers a summer bridge program as an alternative program for first generation 

students (The Center for Academic Retention and Enhancement, 2011).  Summer bridge 

programs were created to help ease first-generational and under-privileged students’ transition 

between high school and college.  It is imperative that colleges and universities cultivate the 

academic and social development of first year students in order to increase retention (Levitz & 

Noel, 1989). Students must receive a solid foundation within the first year of college in order to 

be academically successful throughout their higher education career. Summer bridge programs 

have begun to grow within higher education, with institutions realizing their academic and 

motivational benefit to students (Kezar, 2000).   

Generally, summer bridge programs are held during the summer between the students’ 

graduation from high school and first semester of college (Kezar, 2000). Although the lengths of 

the programs vary, the average length is from three to six weeks and is housed on the campus of 
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the particular institution. Throughout this time, students are provided with social interaction with 

faculty members and become acquainted with different areas of campus (Pascarella, 2004).  

There are various types of summer bridge programs.  Some programs focus on developing and 

honing the academic skills needed for success, while others are centered on career development 

(Kezar, 2000).  

There are many benefits of summer bridge programs. Students who go through the 

programs build connections with mentors, gain a heightened sense of community, and increase 

their level of self-confidence (York & Tross, 1994). These students also have a tendency to have 

higher grade point averages than students with similar characteristics who do not enter the 

program (Santa-Rita & Bacote, 1996).  It must be noted that there is a lack of empirical evidence 

on summer bridge programs (Kezar, 2000). It is also important to note that it is difficult to 

generalize all summer bridge programs due to the modifications of each summer bridge program 

in order to meet the needs of their populations. 

 

C.A.R.E Summer Class of 2010 

The C.A.R.E Summer Class of 2010 is representative of a typical C.A.R.E. class. There 

were 346 students accepted into the summer bridge program during the summer of 2010 (The 

Center for Academic Retention and Enhancement, 2011). Sixty-five percent of the students came 

from single parent households, 82 percent were classified as first generation college students, 

and 97 percent were eligible for Pell grants. The students came from all across the State of 

Florida, with 61 percent coming from South Florida, 23 percent from Central Florida, 13 percent 

from North Florida, and 3 percent from West Florida (The Center for Academic Retention and 

Enhancement, 2011).  The average high school grade point average of the students was a 3.3, 
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with 80 percent of the students having a 3.0 or higher and 32 percent of students having a 3.5 or 

higher. The students had an overall SAT score average of 1478 and an average ACT score of 21 

(The Center for Academic Retention and Enhancement, 2011).  
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CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY 

Introduction 

The research conducted was a non-experimental cross sectional study that employed 

descriptive, qualitative, and quantitative methods to analyze the relationship between the 

variables. The primary focus of this study was to determine the factors that were most influential 

on black undergraduate students’ decision to enroll at FSU. After determining the most 

influential factor, I looked to see the role of the C.A.R.E Program in the decision of Blacks to 

attend FSU.  

The following questions were answered in my research: How influential were the seven 

college enrollment factors in a student’s decision to attend the FSU? Which college enrollment 

factor was the most influential in a student’s decision to attend the Florida State University and 

why? How influential was the C.A.R.E Program in the decision of C.A.R.E students to attend 

FSU?  

Data Collection 

In order to answer the questions listed above, I created a survey questionnaire titled, 

“Undergraduate College Enrollment Factors Survey.” Those who qualified to participate in the 

study met the following criteria: (1) currently enrolled at the FSU, (2) held the status of an 

undergraduate student as deemed by the Office of the University Registrar, and (3) identified as 

Black. In order to find participants for the survey, I attended events that had a high population of 

Black undergraduate students, such as Market Wednesday, the C.A.R.E. Assembly, and Black 

Student Union events. At the end of the events, I made an announcement inviting interested 

parties to participate. I also reached out to various aspects of campus, such as the Athletics 

Department, to reach students with whom I do not have regular contact. The exponential 
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snowball technique was also a very beneficial means to reaching eligible participants. Students 

who participated in the survey asked their friends to participate as well.  

Those willing to voluntarily participate in the study were asked to thoroughly read and 

sign a consent form before proceeding to fill out the survey. The consent form provided each 

participant with a complete picture of the research study. It provided each participant with my 

contact information as well as the contact information of the thesis director. The consent form 

also made each participant aware that there were no physical risks in participating in the research 

and that the study would provide them with the benefit of reflection. It made clear that 

participation in the study was completely voluntary, that withdrawal from the study could happen 

at any point during the study, and that the responses collected from the survey would be kept 

confidential at all times. I also explained to each participant that no personal identifying 

information would be collected, and asked if there were any clarifying questions that needed to 

be answered. 

On average, the survey took participants five to ten minutes to complete in its entirety. 

The survey was one page, front and back, and was divided into three sections: Part I – College 

Enrollment Factors, Part II – Short Answer, and Part III – Demographics. In section one, the 

seven characteristics were listed in a tabular format with a scale from “not influential” to 

“extremely influential.” The participants were to rate how influential the college enrollment 

factors were in their decision to attend FSU. The number one represented “not influential,” the 

number three represented “moderately influential,” and the number five represented “extremely 

influential.” The participants were asked to rate the following college enrollment factors based 

off of the relevant literature review: class rank, financial aid: loans, financial aid: scholarships 

and grants, parental education level, parental expectations, parental educational contribution, and 
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the C.A.R.E Program. A description of each of the seven college enrollment factors was also 

provided in the table. After rating those factors, the participants moved to Part II of the survey 

questionnaire. In Part II, the participants were asked to answer two questions. In the first 

question, students were asked to disclose which of the seven college enrollment factors from Part 

I was most influential on their decision to attend the FSU and why. In the second question, 

C.A.R.E students were asked how influential the C.A.R.E Program was in their decision to enroll 

at FSU. After answering the questions listed in Part II, participants turned the survey over to 

finish up the survey with Part III. Part III served as the demographics section of the survey, and 

participants were asked to write or select the best response to accurately answer the seven 

questions.  Participants were asked about their ethnicity, age, sex, hometown, number of siblings, 

weighted high school grade point average, mother’s educational attainment, and father’s 

educational attainment.  

The survey questionnaire and consent form can be found in the appendix. 

Data Analysis 

 Two hundred ninety-five students participated in the study over the course of three 

weeks. Their responses were entered into Qualtrics, an online survey software, in order to 

provide a complete analysis of the results. For the first part of the survey questionnaire, Qualtrics 

provided me with a breakdown of how many participants rated each college enrollment factor, as 

well as how influential each respondent believed the factor to be in their decision to attend FSU.  

I was also given the mean, variance, standard deviation, and total responses for each college 

enrollment factor. For the second part of the survey questionnaire, Qualtrics presented me with a 

list of responses from the participants for each of the two short answer questions. For the first 

question, Qualtrics also showed me the percentage of participants who stated that a particular 
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college enrollment factor was most influential in their decision. For the third part of the survey, 

Qualtrics provided a list of participant’s responses to the question of hometown. For the 

questions of ethnicity, age, sex, number of siblings, weighted high school GPA, mother’s 

educational attainment, and father’s educational attainment, Qualtrics provided the percentages 

of each response as well as the mean, variance, standard deviation, and total response for each 

question. 



26 

 

CHAPTER 4: PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS 

Introduction 

This research study sought to determine the most influential college enrollment factors 

facing Black undergraduate students at FSU as well as the role that the C.A.R.E Program plays 

in the decision of students to attend the university. Below is an in-depth look at how the 

participants rated each college enrollment factor as well as their responses to each questions from 

the survey questionnaire.  

Part I – College Enrollment Factors 

# Factor 1 2 3 4 5 Responses Mean 

1 Parental 

Expectations 

8 12 39 65 166 290    4.27 

2 Financial 

Aid: 

Scholarships 

& Grants 

14 18 38 58 165 293 4.17 

3 Class Rank 36 34 92 65 66 293 3.31 

4 Parental 

Education 

Level 

57 35 56 52 91 291 3.29 

5 Parental 

Educational 

Contributions 

59 35 53 53 89 289 3.27 

6 Financial 

Aid: Loans 

72 40 55 48 78 293 3.07 

7 The C.A.R.E 

Program 

118 12 16 28 112 283 3.01 

 

From the above table, it is evident that Parental Expectations was the highest rated college 

enrollment factor, with the highest mean, while the C.A.R.E Program is the lowest rated college 

enrollment factor, with the lowest mean. 
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Part II – Short Answer 

# Factor Responses Percentage 

1 Financial 

Aid: 

Scholarships 

& Grants 

83    34% 

2 The C.A.R.E 

Program 

75 31% 

3 Parental 

Expectations  

67 27% 

4 Parent 

Education 

Level 

19 8% 

5 Financial 

Aid: Loans 

12 5% 

6 Parental 

Educational 

Contributions 

13 5% 

7 Class Rank 10 4% 

 

  From the chart above, it is evident that Financial Aid: Scholarships and Grants is the 

overall most influential college enrollment factor. Although the result from Part I of the survey 

questionnaire indicated that parental expectations was the highest rated college enrollment factor, 

it was not the most influential college enrollment factor according to the results in Part II. 

Participants stated that Financial Aid: Scholarships and Grants was the most influential in their 

decision to attend FSU because they did not have the financial means to support themselves, and 

that the money offered to them by FSU made it possible for them to further their education. 

  A total of 147 black undergraduates who entered the university responded to the second 

question concerning how influential was the C.A.R.E Program. The overwhelming majority 

stated that the C.A.R.E Program was influential in their decision to attend the FSU. Some 

participants stated that without the C.A.R.E Program, they would not have attended the 

university while others stated that the vast amount of resources that the C.A.R.E Program offered 
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was the reason that they enrolled into FSU. Out of the 147 C.A.R.E students who answered the 

question, 6 of them stated that the C.A.R.E Program was not that influential in their decision to 

enroll. 

 

Part III – Demographics 

 Responses Percentage 

C.A.R.E Student 147       50% 

Non-C.A.R.E 

Student 

148 50% 

 

# Ethnicity Responses Percentage 

1 African American 265    93% 

2 Haitian 11 4% 

3 Jamaican 2 1% 

4 African 

American/Jamaican 

3 1% 

5 Dominican 3 1% 

 

Age Responses Percentage 

18 34       12% 

19 91 33% 

20 59 21% 

21 50 18% 

22 32 11% 

23 7 3% 

24 4 1% 

25 1 0% 

26 1 0% 

 

Sex Responses Percentage 

Female 114      41% 

Male 164 69% 
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Number of 

Siblings 

Responses Percentage 

0 27       10% 

1 66 24% 

2 59 21% 

3 48 17% 

4 39 14% 

5        13 5% 

6 8 3% 

7 8 3% 

8 6 2% 

9 2 1% 

10 3 1% 

11 0 0% 

12 0 0% 

13 1 0% 

 

Weighted High 

School GPA 

Responses Percentage 

2.0-2.49 34       12% 

2.50-2.99 91 33% 

3.0-3.49 59 21% 

2.50-3.99 50 18% 

4.0 or higher 32 11% 

 

Mother’s 

Educational 

Attainment 

Responses Percentage 

No or little high 

school 

25       9% 

High School 

Diploma or GED 

97 34% 

Some College or 

Associate’s 

Degree 

70 25% 

Bachelor’s Degree 47 17% 

Graduate Degree 

or Higher 

       41 14% 

Unknown         4 1% 
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Father’s 

Educational 

Attainment 

Responses Percentage 

No or little high 

school 

42       15% 

High School 

Diploma or GED 

89 31% 

Some College or 

Associate’s 

Degree 

53 19% 

Bachelor’s Degree 37 13% 

Graduate Degree 

or Higher 

       32 11% 

Unknown         31 11% 

 

 

Conclusions 

The Most Influential College Enrollment Factor 

Based on the participants’ responses to the survey, the most influential college enrollment 

factor on the decision of Black undergraduate students to attend the Florida State University is 

Financial Aid: Scholarships and Grants. Although this college enrollment factor was not 

supported by an overwhelming majority of participants, it received the highest percentage of 

responses.  

Financial Aid: Scholarships and Grants being the most influential college enrollment 

factor is supported by the literature. It was clear from Kassie Freeman’s study that students will 

not enroll in an institution of higher education if the funding is not available (1997).  

The Effect of C.A.R.E  

In evaluating the effect of C.A.R.E. in the decision of Black students to attend the 

university, the C.A.R.E Program did play an influential role. Although C.A.R.E ranked as the 

second most influential factor, it is important to realize that participants in the study included 
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students who came through C.A.R.E and those who did not, and those who were not C.A.R.E 

students were more likely to rate C.A.R.E as not being influential than those who were. 

However, upon review of the responses of participants who were C.A.R.E students, it is evident 

that C.A.R.E positively impacted their decision to attend the FSU. Very few C.A.R.E students 

stated that the program had no effect on their decision to attend the university. Many of the 

C.A.R.E. students went on to disclose that they would have not been a student at any institution 

of higher education, let alone The Florida State University, if it had not been for the program. 

Others stated that the resources C.A.R.E provides them with have made it possible for them to 

perform at a high level academically, allowing them to remain at the university.  

The influence of C.A.R.E. is supported by the literature. The benefits of the C.A.R.E 

programs are very enticing to students who believe that they do not possess the needed resources 

to continue their education beyond high school. 
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CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, VIABLE SOLUTIONS, LIMITATIONS & 

FUTURE RESEARCH 

Introduction 

This chapter summarizes the results of the survey and uses the results to provide tips to 

the Florida State University as well as other institutions of higher education on ways to improve 

the recruitment and retention of Black undergraduate students. This chapter ends with discussing 

the limitations of the research study and topics for future research.  

Purpose of Study 

 This research study sought to determine the role of various factors in the decision of 

Black students to enroll at FSU as undergraduate students. Specifically, the study focused on the 

role of the FSU’s summer bridge program, C.A.R.E, in the decision of Black students to attend 

the university. In order to reach these conclusions, the study was divided into two parts. The first 

part of the study reviewed relevant literature on the college enrollment factors that affect high 

school graduates across the nation. Of those factors, several were chosen for further analysis. 

The second part of the study constructed a survey to determine how influential the selected 

college enrollment factors were in the decisions of Black undergraduate students to enroll in the 

FSU. The responses of the participants from the survey were analyzed to determine if the 

literature held true for the students at the FSU and which factor had the most influence. The 

survey also gave an indication of the influence of C.A.R.E. 

Summary of Findings 

 Financial aid: scholarships and grants was the most influential factor in Black high school 

graduates’ decision to attend the FSU. The next influential factor was C.A.R.E, parental 

expectations, parental educational contributions, financial aid: loans, and class rank. The data 
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from the surveys confirm that C.A.R.E has an influential role in the decision of students. There 

are only a handful of students who came through C.A.R.E who did not believe that the program 

was significant in their decision to attend the university. 

 These results show clearly the tremendous impact that C.A.R.E has on the lives of those 

who enter the program. These students are given the ultimate opportunity of education, which 

may not have been available otherwise. C.A.R.E goes beyond offering students continued 

education. It gives them social and personal skills that will aid them beyond the campus of FSU 

and follow them throughout their career life. This program is irreplaceable in the lives of the 

underprivileged and first-generation students who enter the program. 

Viable Solutions 

 The data collected from the survey questionnaire provides valuable information to several 

parties. First, FSU can use the data to increase undergraduate enrollment of Black students. In 

these tough economic times, it may be difficult for the university to create new scholarships. 

However with financial aid: scholarships and grants being the most influential factor in the 

enrollment decision, the university could increase the knowledge of prospective students and 

parents on the scholarships and grants that are available.  

Second, the results from the study will also benefit C.A.R.E. Several participants in the 

survey questionnaire indicated that C.A.R.E. was not influential in their decision because they 

were unaware of the programs until after they began classes at the university. With this 

information, C.A.R.E. may take measures to increase the number of students that they reach out 

to.  Third, other universities of higher education can take this information and use it to increase 

the number of Black students who enroll in their institutions. They can offer more scholarships 

or increase the knowledge of available scholarships and grants among prospective students. They 
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can also take this information and use it to create or improve their summer bridge programs in 

efforts of increasing minority, specifically Black, enrollment. 

 It is important to recognize the importance of C.A.R.E in relation to FSU. C.A.R.E is 

extremely important to the university because it is a key component of the diversity that the 

university prides itself on. Without C.A.R.E, the minority population at FSU would not be 10 

percent of the total student population. C.A.R.E provides many beneficial and necessary 

resources to students of color that key to the students’ retention and graduation. Many of the 

C.A.R.E students who participated in the survey questionnaire stated that C.A.R.E was their only 

means of entering the university and is the primary reason why they have succeeded 

academically. Not having the C.A.R.E program would be a severe detriment to FSU and the 

minority students. 

Limitations of the Study 

There a couple of limitations of the study. First, the number of participants in the survey 

questionnaire was small compared to the total number of Black undergraduate students at the 

Florida State University. Although the survey questionnaire provided significant results, the 

strength of the data could have increased with more participants. Second, the self-reporting of the 

survey questionnaire opens the door for bias. The extent to which over-reporting and under-

reporting occurred cannot be assessed. Third, the short length of time during which the study was 

conducted limited the results of the data. Not only would a longer time period have potentially 

increased the number of respondents, it would have also covered participants who had more 

recently enrolled in the university. Forth, limiting survey participation to only students enrolled 

in the FSU decreases the ability of the results to apply to other institutions of higher education. 
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The results may not be significant and beneficial to other institutions due to unique 

characteristics of FSU. 

 

Future Research 

Conducting this research study raised several new questions.  

� Is the level of influence of C.A.R.E on students’ decision to attend the Florida State 

University similar to other institutions with similar summer bridge programs? 

� Does C.A.R.E have the same impact on the decisions of other minorities, such as 

Hispanics? 

� What role do the college enrollment factors play in the retention of Black undergraduate 

students? 
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APPENDIX A: SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE CONSENT FORM 

Consent to Participate in a Research Study 

Undergraduate College Enrollment Factors Survey  

 
Researcher 
Name: Keturah Brown 

Email Address: kb09k@my.fsu.edu 

 

Thesis Director 
Name: Maxine Jones, PhD 

Email Address: mjones@fsu.edu 

 

Introduction 
You are being invited to participate in a study that seeks to find the most influential college 

enrollment factors. This form provides information that will be helpful in your decision of 

whether or not to participate in the study. Please read this form carefully and ask any questions 

that you may have. If you agree to participate in this study, you will be asked to sign this consent 

form. You will also be given a copy of this form for your records. 

 

You qualify to participate in this study if you meet the following conditions: 

1) Currently enrolled in the Florida State University. 

2) An undergraduate student as deemed by the Admissions Office. 

3) Identify as black. 

 

Purpose of Study 
This study will allow me to determine specifically the role that the C.A.R.E Center for Retention 

and Academic Enhancement) Program plays in the enrollment or black undergraduate students at 

the Florida State University. In order to effectively gauge the influence of the C.A.R.E Program, 

I hope to collect at least 400 surveys. 

 

Study Procedures 
If you agree to participate in this study, you will be given a survey questionnaire to fill out in its 

entirety. The questionnaire contains questions concerning demographics and the importance of 

various college enrollment factors, and will take approximately 5-10 minutes to complete. In 

order to ensure confidentiality, you will place the document in a secured envelope.  

 

In addition to the questionnaire, you may be asked to participate in an in-depth interview with 

the researcher who will ask you to elaborate on your ratings of the college enrollment factors.  

 

Study Risks  
There are no physical risks for engaging in this study. However, if you find any of the questions 

to be intrusive or offensive, you may withdraw from the study at any point.  
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Study Benefits 
This study may cause you to deeply think about the reasons why you enrolled in the Florida State 

University, thereby allowing you to evaluate yourself as a person and gage if these factors still 

have an effect on you. 

This study will also benefit the Florida State University in deciding what areas to focus on when 

it comes to recruiting students. 

 

Confidentiality 
If you agree to participate in this study, your answers will be kept private. Besides the researcher, 

the only other individuals who may see your answers are the thesis director and the thesis 

committee 

 

Voluntary Participation and Withdrawal 
The choice to participate in this study is entirely your decision. Your participation is completely 

voluntary, and you to decide to withdraw during any point of the questionnaire. Withdrawal from 

the study will not result in any loss benefit or harm. 

 

Contact Information 
If you have questions, please ask now. If you have questions concerning this study in the future, 

feel free to contact the researcher, Keturah Brown at kb09k@my.fsu.edu. If you would like to 

speak to a faculty member, contact the thesis director, Dr. Maxine Jones at mjones@fsu.edu.  

 

If you would like information on your rights as a subject in this study, contact the Institutional 

Review Board by phone at 850.644.7900 or by website at 

http://www.research.fsu.edu/humansubjects. 

 

Statement of Consent 
I have read the information above thoroughly and have received answers to all questions. I 

understand that participation is strictly voluntary and can be withdrawn at any time without 

penalty.  

 

By signing below, you are signifying that this form has been explained to you and that you 

understand this document in its entirety. You also indicate that this form will be used for 

research purposes only and that your privacy will be kept at all times. Your signature marks that 

you are willing to participate in this study. 

 

I acknowledge that I understand the terms outlined in this document and that all of my 

questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I am a willing participate of this study. 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Signature of Participant 
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______________________________________ 

Printed Name of Participant 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Date 
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APPENDIX B: SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 

Undergraduate College Enrollment Factors Survey 

 

Part I – College Enrollment Factors 

Directions: One a scale of 1 to 5, please rate how influential the following factors were in your 

decision to attend the Florida State University, with 1 being not influential at all, 3 being 

moderately influential, and 5 being extremely influential.  
 

Factors Scale 

 

N
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Class Rank – your ranking amongst high school 

graduating class  1 2 3 4 5 

Financial Aid: Loans – any money received to 

offset the cost of college that you have to pay 

back 
1 2 3 4 5 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants – any 

money received to offset the cost of college that 

you do not have to pay back 
1 2 3 4 5 

Parental Education Level – the level of 

education attained 1 2 3 4 5 

Parental Expectations – the expectation for you 

to further your education beyond high school 1 2 3 4 5 

Parental Educational Contribution – the 

amount parents will contribute to your education 1 2 3 4 5 

The C.A.R.E Program – Center for Academic 

Retention and Enhancement (If Applicable) 1 2 3 4 5 
 
 

 

Part II – Short Answer 

Directions: Answer the following questions to the best of your ability, if applicable. Remember, 

your answers will be kept confidential. 
 

1) From the list above, which enrollment factor was most influential in your decision to attend 

Florida State University? Why? 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 



40 

 

2) If you are a C.A.R.E student, how influential was the C.A.R.E program in your decision to 

attend the Florida State University? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part III – Demographics 
Directions: Fill in the blank or select the best response that accurately answers the question. 
 

 

1) Ethnicity:_________________________ 2) Age: ____________________________ 

 

 

3)  Sex:____________________________ 

 

 

4) Hometown:_______________________ 

 

 

5) Number of Siblings:_______________ 

 

 

6) Weighted High School GPA: 

� 2.0-2.49 

� 2.50-2.99 

� 3.0-3.49 

� 3.50-3.99 

� e. 4.0 or higher 

 

6) Mother’s Educational Attainment: 

� No or little high school 

� High school diploma or GED 

� Some college or Associate’s degree 

� Bachelor’s degree 

� Graduate degree or higher 

� Unknown 

 

7) Father’s Educational Attainment: 

� No or little high school 

� High school diploma or GED 

� Some college or Associate’s degree 

� Bachelor’s degree  

� Graduate degree or higher 

� Unknown 

 

Thank you for taking time to complete the survey.   
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APPENDIX C: QUALTRICS REPORT 

3. Which enrollment factor was most influential in your decision to attend Florida State 

University? Why? 

Text Response 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants - This was the most influential factor in my decision to attend 

Florida State University due to my parents inability to finance my collegiate education. I often financed 

every need on my own and needless to say, I wasn't ready to put my way through college. 

The CARE Program was most influential in my decision because the program was offering me financial 

support, a family like atmosphere, and a chance to get adjusted to college life before the fall semester 

started. 

Parental Expectations because they wanted me to go to a highly commended school 

Parental Expectations and the CARE program. The reason why is because all my life I and my family 

knew I would go to college but I didn't know how. CARE Program offered the opportunity 

The fact that I was accepted and financial aid including both grants and loans. 

The campus was amazing, it had my major and I loved the community. 

The CARE Program because it helped me establish a strong foundation 

Parental Expectations. I know my mother expects me to do the best that I can and she knows what I'm 

capable of doing so I know to attend college was very important and imperative. 

Parental Education Level because I want to prove that just because your parents didn't attend college you 

shouldn't attend it as well. If anything people should attend college to prove this "myth" wrong. 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants. My mother wasn't able to provide financial assistance, so the 

amount that FSU offered me help win me over 

The CARE program because this program presented and offered many opportunities for me that other 

schools weren't. For example, ability to start school in the summer, provided a summer counselor, 

providing a dorm and a meal plan at a reduced rate. 

The care program because it was geared to help low income black kids; expectations were lower 

The CARE Program was most influential in my decision to attend the Florida State University. They 

offered me an entire summer to ease my transition from high school to college, and that was enough to 
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convince me. 

The CARE program was the most influential reason I decided to come to FSU, due to the extra help that 

is provided. 

Parental Education: Level. Simply because I want ot take my education to places where my parents 

weren't able to go 

The care program offered to pay for my summer semester 

I believe a combination of me being a key person in my high school class and the fact that I got into 

CARE. I had to be great and I heard CARE was the way to do it 

Parental Expectations because I had no choice. 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants due to the expensiveness of tuition FSU offered more funds than 

the other four universities I was accepted into 

It was the CARE Program, it had plenty of benefits financially and socially. Help transition into college 

smoothly. 

Care and financial aid 

None of these 

None - I chose FSU Randomly 

The school and its standards. 

Parental Expectations because I did not want to disappoint them 

Financial aid 

Parental Expectations because my mother expected a lot from me. 

The CARE Program because of the support system offered and parental education level 

Class Rank and financial aid package 

The factor involving parental expectations was most influential because both parents come from 

privileged backgrounds and would like to see me excel beyond what they were able to achieve. 
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Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants – I’m broke 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants because I needed the financial support 

Parental Expectations because I just want to make my family proud 

A combination of financial support and parent support. Not being financially responsible for my 

education it was important that I have their support. 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants because I need money to attend school 

Parental Expectations. Was threatened. 

The CARE Program was the most influential part of the decision to attend FSU. As a first generation 

student I really was drawn to the idea of their Summer bridge Program which would help me to easily 

transition into collegiate life. 

Parental Education: Level - my parents attended college, one got their BA one got their AA. I plan to do 

at least that and excel past their accomplishments 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants were most influential because my mentor attended FSU and he 

helped me out with a lot of scholarships 

The CARE Program because it offered exposure to college life before the semester actually started 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants because that was the only thing holding me back 

My parental expectations. My parents installed in me to continue my education because I'll have a better 

chance at a better life. 

Parental Expectations 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants Financial Aid, I was given a full ride in the college 

The opportunity to have a degree from an esteemed university in Florida. 

Class Rank because I was very motivated by my potential 

Parents had the highest influence in my life 

Parental expectations were the key factor behind me picking Florida State. 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants would not have been able to attend or finance college education 
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otherwise 

Parental Educational Contribution: because they paid for Florida Prepaid which was used to pay my 

tuition. 

The CARE Program was the most influential because it has prepared with everything I needed once I got 

to FSU 

The CARE Program made the transition from high school to college made easier. 

Parental Education Level - First in my family to attend college 

Parental Education: Level Had to me the change 

Parental education contributions was the most influential. My parents have agreed to fully fund my 

college education 

Parental Expectations because the expected for me to go to college 

Financial aid so that I wouldn't have any debt after undergrad. 

Parental education level because I am a first generation college student. 

Parental expectations was most influential they both have three degrees and my mom is currently working 

on her Ph, they want me to be more successful than them 

the amount of financial aid I received 

Parental Education Level because I’m the first generation college student 

The CARE Program 

Scholarships and grants; scholarships paid most of my way and had I not received them i may not have 

been able to afford all four years at FSU. 

Parental Educational Contributions because I did not want my parents to take out loans 

the amount of money that i would get from the school. 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants because I have always had the motivation but didn’t know how to 

pay coming from a single parent home of 4 siblings including me 

My parent's expectations because i want to make them proud. They both went to higher level learning 
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institutions and expected me to as well. 

parental Expectations - my parents both did not receive an undergrad degree and I grow up under a lot of 

pressure to attend college and graduate 

The care program because it gave me an opportunity that I thought I wouldn’t have had. 

The CARE Program because my parents wouldn’t have been able to send me to summer school and I 

believe the care program set me off very nicely. It was a great and a blessing 

I've always known I wanted to go to college. It was just deciding where. After visiting this school and 

learning more about the college/ program I wanted to get into; along with Financial Aid & the support of 

my parents, I chose FSU. 

Scholarships and class rank, I worked very hard to make sure I could have the best college experience 

possible 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants were the most influential because no other schools offered me 

money 

Care because it was a really great and valuable opportunity 

Parental Expectations were the most influential, I didn’t not want them to feel let down 

The enrollment factor that was most influential in my decision to attend Florida State University was the 

expectation for me to further my education beyond high school 

Parental Expectations and Educational Contribution were the most influential because both of my parent 

are college-education and pushed me to further my education at a university 

Florida State University was the only school I applied to since my parents both attended this institution. 

Parental Expectations - my mom wanted the best for me 

The CARE Program because it allowed me to have the most financial support. However, after my 

freshman year, I had to depend more on my parents than the program 

The enrollment factor was CARE because it wasn't my choice to come to FSU. 

Parental Expectations. I could not stay at home with my ,mom without going to school or getting a job 

Being accepted into the CARE Program because my decision was being held and I had no  other options. 
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The CARE Program helped me very much 

The scholarship FSU gave me and the invitation to the Honor's College 

The CARE Program because it served as a helping hand. I learned to adjust on FSU's campus 

Financial aid. There are six kids in my family and I am the first to go away for college. 

It was a combination of scholarships and grants as well as loans. I wanted to attend a distinguished 

university while attaining the most amount of monetary support for myself and my family's living 

standards. 

Scholarships & Grants 

Parental Expectations because I rather have my parents behind me than against me 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants: I was eligible for full bright futures 

Financial Aid: Scholarships & Grants because all of my schooling was paid for 

The CARE Program is a strong support system and was extremely influential in my decision to attend 

FSU 

Parental Education Level was most influential. They were now able to attend a higher level of education 

so it is my goal to reach higher heights 

Parental Expectations - In my household, not attending college has never been seen as an option. In order 

to reach my many goals in life, college is a necessary stop. 

Miami, FL 

Class Rank because I worked hard to come to a top notch university 

CARE 

Parental Educational Level. Both my mother and father only received their high school diploma. Growing 

up I saw how much they struggled to make ends meet, and I always thought that I needed more for myself 

as an adult. Applying to FSU was the first step in leading me to a life better than my parents. 

Parental Expectations. My parents expect me to o to college and get a good education and Florida State 

University is a reputable school. 
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Parental Expectations because I grew up expected to go to college, not going wasn't an option. 
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4.  If you are a C.A.R.E student, how influential was the C.A.R.E Program in your decision 

to attend Florida State University? 

Text Response 

Relatively influential due to the amount of assistance the CARE Program provided both financially and as 

far as education is concerned. It really proves that it had the potential to serve as a bridge from high 

school to college. 

The CARE Program was most influential in my decision because the program was offering me financial 

support, a family like atmosphere, and a chance to get adjusted to college life before the fall semester 

started. 

It was very influential because I thought there would be more financial aid provided for me 

CARE was extremely influential in my decision to attend FSU because early on I knew the CARE was 

offering my a once in a lifetime opportunity (especially with financial help) 

The CARE Program because it helped me establish a strong foundation 

It was the best decision to make, and provide me with many opportunities 

It was very helpful. I knew more about campus & school work more than the upcoming freshmen. 

Somewhat influential, but not too influential 

The CARE program because this program presented and offered many opportunities for me that other 

schools weren't. For example, ability to start school in the summer provided a summer counselor, 

providing a dorm and a meal plan at a reduced rate. 

care because it assisted me in my part 

The CARE Program was most influential in my decision to attend the Florida State University. They 

offered me an entire summer to ease my transition from high school to college, and that was enough to 

convince me. 

The CARE program was the most influential reason I decided to come to FSU, due to the extra help that 

is provided. 

The CARE Program allowed me to invest early into my education 

the care program offered to pay for my summer semester 

The CARE program was very influential because it allowed me to attend my dream university and the 
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CARE Program seemed like the perfect fit for me 

Wasn't influenced because I already wanted to attend FSU. 

Very being a UBP student in high school through FSU, I was already accustomed to the FSU Community 

It was the CARE Program, it had plenty of benefits financially and socially. Help transition into college 

smoothly. 

It was very influential like a stepping stone. 

Very influential gave me a chance to really come to college to further my education 

Very influential because of the support system 

Very influential... it helped guide me through college 

The CARE Program was the most influential part of the decision to attend FSU. As a first generation 

student I really was drawn to the idea of their Summer bridge Program which would help me to easily 

transition into collegiate life 

The CARE Program was very influential because it allowed me to adjust to the transition from high 

school to college smoothly 

Very helpful all of the resource that were provided for me 

Not a CARE student. Didn't really hear about the program until I got here. Seems like a great program to 

be a part of. 

Major, helped with networking 

Very because it has helped me financially it has also helped me adjust to campus w/ the many resources 

we were given and shown 

The CARE Program was the most influential because it has prepared with everything I needed once I got 

to FSU 

It was very influential. 

The CARE Program has helped me to adjust to FSY and gave me the opportunity to attend FSU 

Very great program 
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CARE was the reason why I attended Florida State. 

Not a care student 

100% because it provided me the jump start I needed to be successful and make the concept of a college 

experience more inviting. 

It was the most influential. FSU wasn’t my top choice before it. 

It was greatly influential. It gave a way to correctly start my life 

It helped create a home away from home and financially 

CARE wasn't influential in my decision at all because I didn't even know what CARE was until after I 

became a student. 

Since CARE would give me a "free" semester, I could not pass it up. 

The CARE Program was very influential during my freshman year because it gave me financial support 

CARE was very influential because they brought me into FSU and it caused me to actually become a full-

time student who has already been trained and experienced. 

Very. It was the main reason 

Very influential. It got me into FSU and gave me great college experience that I will not change for 

anything. 

Very very very influential it has helped me better myself in so many ways 

The CARE Program because it served as a helping had. I learned to adjust on FSU's campus 

Extremely because it provided  a smooth transition from high school to college 

The CARE Program was the deciding factor on me choosing FSU because I knew that they are a strong 

support system 

CARE wasn't my first option when it came to me being accepted to FSU because I knew nothing about 

the program. However after learning what all the program had to offer first generation students like 

myself, I was extremely eager to attend FSU. I knew everything CARE offered would benefit me. 

I am not a CARE student 
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Not a CARE student 

The CARE program was very influential and indeed is a great program. Not many colleges have such a 

great opportunity. 

The care program helped tremendously. It connects me with very important people. Because of the 

program, I have all the necessary opportunities and connections to succeed here at FSU 

A lot because Of the help 

This helped mend me into the beginning stage of a college student 

It was very influential. I'm a first-generation college student so it was very helpful. 

It was very influential because they offer a lot of help to get you here and making sure you are doing well 

while you're here. 

You have the before college experience and you gain connections. 

The CARE program was the deciding factor in whether or not i would attend FSU or UCF. Because of 

the resources they offered, I was more than ready to take on FSU. 

I was not fully aware of the CARE program in high school. 

Moderate because I was already accepted 

Probably would not have gotten in without this program. 

I was coming here either way. The CARE program just became an additional factor to help me achieve 

my goal. 

Very. Wouldn't have made it without it. 

Very. It provided me with an early semester of school and another scholarship. 

The CARE Program was influential to me because of all the resources I have encountered as a CARE 

student as well as graduate 

Very influential because of the support system 

Major, helped with networking 
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Very because they offered the continued support that I needed 

Very, it seemed like the perfect set-up since we were able to ease into the experience with guidance 

Not a C.A.R.E student 

N/a 

I really didn’t know how beneficial C.A.R.E until i actually participated in it. As a graduating senior and 

alumni of the C.A..R.E  was the most influential and beneficial  factor since coming to FSI 

Extremely! Great opportunity to CARE students, tutoring, etc. 

The CARE Program because I got the chance to know my fellow noles as an incoming freshman and they 

helped with my college expenses 

If I was not admitted into the CARE Program, I probably would not be at FSU 

Extremely influential, the program helped me with the jump from high school to college also helped with 

financial aid. 

The CARE Program They gave me the opportunity to succeed despite any academic hardships I may 

have endured in high school 

I had already been accepted into FSU before becoming aware of CARE and i completed the application 

and came in throughout the CARE Program 

If It was not for CARE, I wouldn't be a student here 

It was very influential. This program helped to give me an overview of the university, practice with real 

college courses, and pay for my expenses. I also got the mentoring that I needed and still use their many 

services. 

Moderately, my acceptance was dependent upon this factor but it did make the college transition from 

high school easier 

Extremely influential because if it wasn't for it, I would be a USF. They did not have a program as 

intriguing as the CARE program, so that's why I came here 

The CARE Program allowed me to be able to attend FSU this summer, and get familiar with the 

university 

The CARE Program because my was a part of CARE 2003 and told me great things about the program 
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CARE made the transition to college and was a fun experience 

The CARE Program was very influential to attend FSU because it was the only program that offered a 

summer session and  didn't  have to pay for anything 

CARE program was my was into FSU because it noticed my had work and dedication that probably 

would have been over looked due to low SAT scores 

It was highly influential. It was great to know that there was a program her on campus that would cater to 

me. 

The CARE Program was very influential This program helps me  a lot up to this point. It also helped 

offset the cost of my education 

Not Very 

The CARE Program because it has greatly shown to be more than help, but a family. It also gee me hope 

to become the best student I can be! 

CARE has helped me a lot, especially on the respect of being away from home. AS a member of CARE, 

CARE offered me a lot of financial opportunities 

Very influential because the cost of school weighed heavily on me, so when  I  got accepted into CARE I 

knew that I was ring to have help in finding all source that I can to help me out 

The CARE Program was the most influential factor in attending FSU. It gave me access to scholarships 

and university tool that I could utilizes to my advantage 

The CARE Program offered me a way to get to know the campus and faculty before the big rush of fall 

semester. This was very appealing to a first time in college student like myself 

Yes, they accepted 

VERY INFLUENTIAL. If I were not accepted through CARE, my choice would have been FSY; 

however, I may not have still been here today! 

Very because it gave me opportunity to expand my education. 

Extremely influential 

I was admitted to FSU prior to CARE but CARE was the deciding factor for my selection of FSU 

It was the determining factor du to the attitude they had when I contacted the office. Also the advance 



54 

 

exposure to campus before the 40,000 students arrive really help me adjust to college life as a 1st 

generation college student. 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 154 
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