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Abstract 

As a philosophy for the masses, Karl Marx combined the essential components of both 

socialism and nationalism to create an ideology that would aid in shaping the latter part of the 

Twentieth Century: Communism. Many facets of a country's political culture combine to 

compose the overall environment of a country. The manipulation of these components is how 

Communists were able to develop and dominant within these countries. 

There are three countries that represent the extreme spectrums of the communist 

takeover: Bulgaria, with its historic ties to Russia, Poland, with Russia as its traditional 

adversary, and Yugoslavia, which developed communism completely independent of Russia and 

did not bend to Moscow's rule. While communism took different paths to get established, each 

nation felt a desire for change and a feeling of despair and failure with Western political 

ideology. These sentiments were evident in the different sectors of the culture during the 

development, establishment, and domination of the communist party. The elements most 

important for communist rule are the tensions between the majority ethnicity and the multiplicity 

of ethnic minorities, the focus of individuality versus communalism and the economic status of 

the country at the end of WWII versus the initial performance of the communist 

Other factors include the development, actions, and platform of the communist party, the 

relationship of the communist party with the Soviet Union, and the use of the military in the 

communist takeover. Although these differed in each country, the outcome was the same by 

1948: communist rule. 
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Introduction 

As a philosophy for the masses, Karl Marx combined the essential components of both 

socialism and nationalism to create an ideology that would aid in shaping the latter part of the 

Twentieth Century: Communism. While Communism is mainly associated with the Soviet 

Union, the Red Army, and the terror of Josef Stalin's reign, the Communist domination of 

Eastern Europe is often misunderstood and misrepresented. Initially, historians believed 

fallacious conceptions of the Red Army forcing Communism onto the people of Eastern Europe 

downplay the multitude of ways that the Communists actually came to power as well as the 

culture of the individual countries.
1 

However, revisionist historians such as Robin Okey and 

Joseph Rothschild argue that Communism was not in actuality militarily forced upon Eastern 

Europe, although in many cases both local military and the Red Army were crucial components 

of the Communist regime. In the many of the cases, the Communist Party was often powerful 

and popular by the end of\X/orld War II, if not sooner.
2 

Okey argues in his book The Demise of 

Communist Europe Europe that the Communists of Eastern Europe were able to survive the 

crises that arose after WWII, but were unable to overcome dissidence, the economic failings 

inherent within the Communist system, and reform movements. It was the routes chosen by the 

Communists particular to each of the nations that made the party so successful initialiy. 

Although there were numerous paths that the Communists could have and did use to assume 

power in different states, none of these paths would have been possible had the culture of the 

countries not been appropriately receptive. Many facets of a country's political culture combine 

1 
See Brzezinski, The Soviet Bloc: Unity and Conflict and Seton-Watson, The East European Revolution. 

2 
See Rothschild, East Central Europe Between the Two World Wars and Okey, The Demise of Communist Europe. 
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to compose the overall environment of a country. It is crucial while evaluating how communists 

took power to examine the main elements, for it was these components that allowed the 

Communist assumption of dominance. 

There are three countries that represent the extreme spectrums of the communist 

takeover: Bulgaria, with its historic ties to Russia, Poland, with Russia as its traditional 

adversary, and Yugoslavia, which developed communism completely independent of Russia and 

did not bend to Moscow's rule. While communism took different paths to get established, each 

nation felt a desire for change and a feeling of despair and failure with Western political 

ideology. These sentiments were evident in the different sectors of the culture during the 

development, establishment, and domination of the communist party. The elements that were 

most important for communist rule are the tensions between the majority ethnicity and the 

multiplicity of ethnic minorities, the focus of individuality versus communalism and the 

econotnic status of the country at the end WWII versus the 

communist governments. Other factors include the development, actions, and platform of the 

communist party, the relationship of the communist party with the Soviet Union, and the use of 

the military in the communist TU'"."""',.,""",... 

was the same by 1 948: communist rule. 
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Chapter One: Internal Ethnicity. 

A crucial part of any country's culture is the ethnic composition. In this regard Poland, 

Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia represent the spectrum of multiplicities of ethnicities and the tension 

between them. After World War I, the Treaty of Versailles split up the prevailing empires into 

smaller nations determined by nationalities. However many nationalities were scattered 

throughout the area and the nations thus created had a very diverse population. In some 

countries there was not much tension that rose out of this, but in others that was not the case. The 

resulting ethnic issues that led to major sociopolitical turmoil through the decades following 

WWI up through World War Two undisputedly aided to the ability of Communists to capture 

power in the different countries. 

5 



I. Poland 

Following WWI Poland entered into a republic with which the question of leadership 

plagued the country. Additionally, almost one third of the population was non-Polish. The choice 

was between Roman Dmowski, who led the exclusivist and nationalist National Democratic 

organization and had faith in Russian support for Polish unity, and Joseph Pilsudski, the leader of 

the even more nationalistic wing of the Polish Socialist Party who hated Russia and wanted 

support from Germany and Austria for a united Poland. The latter claimed to welcome anyone 

into his liberation movement, regardless of religion and ethnicity, extending this even to the 

Jewish community. The country was split but eventually Pilsudski shone through as the only 

person strong enough to keep the country together and stabilized. The new republic was ripe with 

issues of rebuilding the war-destroyed country and dealing with the overwhelming number of 

irate minorities. 

After becoming a member of the League of Nations, Poland agreed to have the ｌＮｬＢＭＧＧＢＧｾｵﾷＮＮＮＮＬ＠

oversee minority rights given that the League also enforced these rights in other member states. 

Although Poland ratified the 1919 Treaty for the Protection of Minorities, problems arose from 

this treaty. The primary issue was the on Poland's sovereignty the .._......, .... 100. ..... ..., 

demanded this treaty's ratification or Poland would not be recognized while Germany and the 

USSR were exempted from this treaty. Poland had originally only agreed to allow the League to 

regulate minority relations within Poland if this treatment was universal. The Poles were 

affronted because they knew there were many Polish minorities in those two countries and they 

were often abused and discriminated against. The final major problem with the treaty was that in 

exchange for the fair treatment of the minorities they were expected in return to perform civic 

duties, such as military service and cooperation with the legitimate government. However, this 

6 



ended up not being the case and the minorities often disregarded these expectations. By 1934 the 

treaty became essentially null and void. The Treaty for the Protection of Minorities was such a 

controversial subject because once Poland was redrawn after WWI many different ethnicities 

were now within the Polish borders, while a large portion of these new citizens did not want to 

be under Polish sovereignty. According to the treaty, in Article 7, "All Polish nationals shall be 

equal before the law and shall enjoy the same civil and political rights without distinction as to 

race, language or religion. Differences of religion, creed or confession shall not prejudice any 

Polish national in matters relating to the enjoyment of civil or political rights, as, for instance, 

admission to public employments, functions and honours, or the exercise of professions and 

industries."
3 

While the northern, southern, and western borders of Poland were set diplomatically 

and electorally, it was the east that caused chaos. For two years a full scale war raged while 

Poland simultaneously overtook the traditional Lithuanian capital ofVilna, the major Ukrainian 

city of and met the Red Army on the and Poland ;J"" ....... "",... 

their border with the Treaty of Riga in 1921 while the rest of the world accepted the new Polish 

territories that once belonged to the Ukraine and Lithuania.4 

The Census of 1921 revealed that over 30 percent of the population were ... ,.u,nn. ... ｾＱＭｾＦＢｃＧ＠

the following breakdown: over 15 percent Ukrainian/Ruthenians, about 8 percent were Jewish, 

Belorussians compromised 4 percent, Germans accounted for 3 percent, and small concentrations 

of Lithuanians, Russians, Czechs, Tatars, Gypsies, and Kashubians existed. 
5 

Despite the ethnic 

tensions, the legislature did have a significant percentage of seats held by minorities. Not only 

3 
"Protection of Linguistic, Racial, and Religious Minorities by the League of Nations", I.B. 2, page 39-45. 

4 
Wynot, Caldron of Conflict, 21. 

5 
Piotrowski, Poland's Holocaust, 3. 
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were elections open to minorities, they retained freedom of the press as well. 
6 

While there were 

evident legislative attempts to comply with the League's Treaty, many ofPilsudski's policies 

foreshadowed the later harsh assimilation policies of the Communists. As a response of both 

their dissatisfaction of being under Polish rule and the discrimination that remained, Ukrainian 

radicals caused many problems, to the extent of sabotage and terrorism. This was exacerbated by 

the fact that the government's policies of colonization, agrarian reform, and land grants in 

eastern territories applied only to veterans of the war that were Polish. These policies produced 

much bitterness and resentment among the land-starved Belorussians and Ukrainians, who 

believed this land should go to them. The situation was also aggravated by the fact that the Polish 

Catholic majority began to be reflected in oppressive measures against the Eastern Orthodox 

Church of the minorities, especially the Ukrainians. Moreover, the school systems underwent 

Polonization in the form of decreasing the amount of ethnic schools and increasing bilingual 

schools. Job preference was given to Poles and quotas for were placed upon 

Ukrainians, and Belorussians. 
7 

The increased and relentless bombings and terrorism from the 

Ukrainian nationalists eventually led the Polish government to attempt to pacify the situation 

with military action that often did not discern between the guilty and the innocent. Unfortunately, 

this did not stop any of the terrorism and it continued into WWII. 

Despite any of the best efforts to include the minorities by the government, through any 

administration from the conclusion of WWI to WWII and German/Soviet occupation, the fact 

was that these minorities possessed the nationalistic fervor that drove nations to the brink of both 

of the great wars. All of the different minorities in Poland wanted one thing and one thing only: 

6 
Piotrowsi, Poland's Holocaust, 1. 

7 
Piotrowski, Poland's Holocaust, 4. 
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their immediate freedom. Patience was not a virtue any of these nationalists were blessed with. 

Furthermore, there existed a very large radical nationalist sector in each of the ethnicities that 

desired nothing else but the reunification of their ethnic territories, rather than simply being re

annexed into their nation state. Due to the overwhelming separatist nature of this yearning, the 

Polish state was in danger simply by possessing so many minorities with this inclination. Poland 

faced danger from the Ukrainians because they wanted, minimally, a united Western Ukraine 

which boundaries would be larger than the present-day Ukraine Republic and intrude into the 

Russian Federation, Belarus, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, and, most importantly, into the Polish 

heartland. From the Lithuanians the Poles had taken their traditional capital of Vilna and they 

desperately wanted it returned; the German nationalists were demanding back sovereignty of 

land that was lost after the Great War. Even the Zionist Jews wanted to have their own nation 

within the Polish nation. 8 

The tenuous political culture allowed the ethnic conflicts to continue to accelerate. 

Although Pilsudski was the head of state, Dmowski and his supporters gained the majority in the 

Constituent Assembly and subsequently produced a constitution in 1921 specifically aimed at 

weakening his political opponent and strengthening the legislature. Within the year Pilsudski, 

disgusted with the now ceremonial position, retired into private life. His successor, Gabriel 

Narutowicz, was only narrowly elected as president and then almost immediately assassinated by 

a right-wing fanatic. Narutowicz's successor realizing the desperate political and cultural 

circumstances, and the worsening economic situation, decided to fulfill only the basic 

requirements of the ceremonial head of state and allowed the legislator to rule at will. The lack of 

centralized control within the government exacerbated Polish problems in all facets: political, 

8 
Piotrowski, Poland's Holocaust, 5-6. 
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economic, and social. The Constituent Assembly began its harsh regulations and oppression of 

the minorities, who were known to fight back, while simultaneously being unable to pass any 

bills to begin to repair its agricultural and industrials as well as the simple basic infrastructure 

that was destroyed by the war. Soon it was too late as the Ukrainian terrorism began to coincide 

with the Great Depression. Poland was quickly reaching a desperate situation and Pilsudski 

seemed like the only logical solution to all of the issues. Backed by his former Socialist 

comrades and the military, Pilsudski launched a coup in 1926 and had successfully consolidated 

his authority within a year. 
9 

His regime reallocated powers to the executive and turned the Polish 

situation around. He began to ease tensions with the minorities, intently focusing on the Jews and 

the Ukrainians, and was able to facilitate foreign investment, especially the United States, on the 

platform of new sociopolitical stability. Under his leadership, Pilsudski was able to stabilize 

Poland and put it on the path of progress. 

Unfortunately right before the Great Depression hit, internal and political ..... 'V ........ L ....... "''-7 

destroyed all ofPilsudski's efforts. On the eve of the 1930 parliamentary elections, Pilsudski had 

all major political opponents arrested and either jailed or exiled under the guise of treason. The 

political oppression combined with growing economic problems had the eastern Ukrainian 

population violently react against both Polish citizenry and officials. The government responded 

by imposing martial law and military pacification resulting in massive brutalities on both sides. 

While Pilsudski's agents in parliament were working on officially reversing the constitution of 

1921, fascist right wing organizations in the forms of the Falanga and its rival the National 

Radical Camp emerged with venom for everyone. Preoccupied with constitutional priorities, 

Pilsudski and his supporters gave no real thought to the radical right wingers. In 193 5 parliament 

9 
Wynot, Caldron of Conflict, 35-36. 
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officially reversed the 1921 Constitution and gave all power to the executive. With hopes of once 

more stabilizing the country, Pilsudski rejoiced. He was the clear choice for the new presidency 

and everyone's expectation. Then, within the month of him taking the office, Pilsudski died, 

throwing the country into political chaos. While Pilsudski had selected a transitional president, 

Ignacy Moscicki, he was not equipped to run the country and was soon opposed by Marshal 

Edward Rydz-Smigly. After a massive power struggle lasting two years, Rydz-Smigly proved 

victorious. However, during this time opposition was growing stronger from not only the 

Ukrainians but also from those who did not want Rydz-Smigly to succeed Pilsduski. In an effort 

to weaken the right, he created the Camp of National Unity, supposedly non-partisan, but with 

clear right wing tendencies. This drew in Polish fascists and subsequently the new regime was 

quite fascist and totalitarian in nature, as well as condoning anti-Semitic measures. 

Unlike the majority of Eastern Europe, Poland was one of the two countries that did not 

aid from Adolf Hitler's Germany, essentially financially tying them to 

Great Depression. The fact that Hitler did not even offer aid to Poland was for a very specific 

reason: he had made a secret deal with the Soviet Union, Poland's historic enemy, to split Poland 

between the two countries in 1939. Although the Poles courageously put up a fight, they were 

soon overwhelmed by the German war machine and the country was split between the two 

surrounding countries. In the German realm, Poland became a place to demonstrate Nazi 

brutality. Top Polish officials were efficiently killed off and citizens would randomly be rounded 

up and executed. Within a year the Jews were already being rounded up for annihilation and 

placed in ghettos. Almost all of Poland's Jews were not to survive the German occupation and 

war, resulting in almost half of the Holocaust's 6 million Jewish deaths according to Humanitas 

International. 

11 



The Soviet part of Poland fared no better. The systematic executions of top leaders 

reflected policies in the German partition. The Soviets also implemented harsh economic 

nationalization policies, which hit Jewish areas of concentration particularly hard. This was all to 

prepare to annex eastern Poland and within a year, by 1940, it was effectively integrated into the 

Soviet Union. Throughout all of this, the Polish state crumbled and fled into exile into Paris, and 

then London once Paris fell in 1940. The government was under war hero Wladyslaw Sikorski 

and tried to get eastern Poland back from the Soviet Union. However, the Allies did not want to 

upset their new ally and did not back him. Soon the opposition political opponents who escaped 

German execution formed an underground movement and ostracized the left, who in tum formed 

the Polish Workers Party to launch their own military resistance. With the aid of the Soviets, 

another government in exile was formed in Moscow. Urged by the Allies, Sikorski signed an 

agreement with Joseph Stalin, which, though leaving the issue of Eastern Poland unsettled, 

created a Polish army. However, distrust on both resulted quickly in dissolution 

relations coinciding with the untimely death, due to a plane crash, of Sikorski. With no one of his 

political aptitude to follow, Polish fate was sealed as soon as the Red Army touched Polish soiL 

The oppressed minorities used WWII, not as an opportunity to aid the nation-state they were 

living in, but rather to advance their own causes. Many of the radicals actually fought to help the 

Germans and Soviets, but the radical Ukrainians went even further with ethnic cleansing. 

Pilsudski's assertion that "history has demonstrated that in the long run such heterogeneous 

mixture of population is dangerous" proved one hundred percent true during WWII. 

Quickly, the underground Communists announce themselves as the Polish Committee of 

National Liberation, as opposed to the government in exile in London. Once the Soviets took the 

10 
Wynot, Caldron of Conflict, 87. 
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city of Lublin in 1944 they proclaimed this new committee as the only political force they would 

work with. Consequently, this action placed political power directly into the hands of the 

Communists, who used methods of purging and assimilation to unify the country against the 

ethnic turmoil the country faced during the interwar period. 

13 



II. Yugoslavia 

Yugoslavia, on the other hand, had much more of a national division with a ripe history 

of ethnic violence. After decades of struggling for a nation of their own, the southern Slav people 

were gifted with this after the collapse of the major empires with the conclusion of WWI. The 

Paris Peace Conference of 1919 created a kingdom which incorporated not only the southern 

Slavs, but also Poles, Hungarians, Bulgarians, Romanians, Czechs, and Albanians. Macedonia 

was also annexed into the new state, which would later cause many problems. Although there 

were nationalistic elements who wanted their own smaller Balkan state, which would 

undoubtedly lead to a Balkan area full of small, aggressive nation-states, Serbia led the path for 

one greater nation-state. Serbia was also one of the only states that had independence, precarious 

as it may have been, before WWI. While 84 percent of the population was Serbian, although 

from differing backgrounds, the remaining 16 percent was derived from over seven different 

'"'""''""LU""""'" .. ""'"""· Despite the was anything but Due to 

fact that the Slav community was not homogenous religiously, religion was greatly divided 

among Muslims, Catholics, and Orthodox. Surprisingly, in 1921 the country was split about 40 

percent Catholic and 47 percent Orthodox.
11 

situation was further the 

that both the Latin script, used mainly in the former Austro-Hungarian territories, and the 

Cyrillic script, concentrated under the Ottoman Empire, were both used. 

Despite the vast diversity of the new nation, under different circumstances and mindsets 

it may not have resulted the absolute destruction that ended it. Unfortunately for the other 

ethnicities, the Serbian majority wanted to use all social, political, and economic programs to 

benefit their historic areas. To help concentrate on industrial development, the Serbian-

11 
Hudson, Breaking the South Slav Dream, 14. 
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dominated government favored programs such as high tariffs and industrial subsidies. Although 

this was beneficial initially, many of the new Yugoslav areas such as Montenegro and 

Macedonia relied mainly on subsistence farming due to severe underdevelopment. Subsequently 

Yugoslavia's trade revenue was based 50 percent on agriculture and therefore felt all the 

fluctuations in the international market.
12 

This economic tension was underlined with the 

political tension between the Serbian desires for a Unitarian state versus the Croatian demand for 

a federal state in which they would have both equality and autonomy. However, both the Serbs 

and the Croats felt culturally superior to the Slovenes. In response to the inviolability of the 

Slovene cultural heritage, one of the editors of the Nova Evropa, a Serbian magazine, argued 

"the Slovenes must recognize, in their own interest, the fact that those who speak Slovenian are 

in tiny minority compared with those whose language is Serbo-Croatian."
13 

While the largest 

Croat party, the Croatian Peasant Party, was avidly against centralism, lack of leadership allowed 

for the Election of 1920 to the Constituent to focused on a result, 

over half of those elected were from Unitarian parties while less than a third were based in pro

federalist parties and those were grounded in Croat, Muslim, and Slovene populists. Despite the 

year only being 1920, the Communists were the fourth largest group the Assembly. The 

Communists later massive successes are largely due to the fact that, as opposed to the Polish 

Communists who enacted harsh assimilation policies, this party was the only political 

organization in Yugoslavia that was committed to a federal state that would truly be organized 

on the basis on social, political, and economic equality. Within a year, the Communists became 

illegal though maintained a strong underground party and had support through the nation. 

12 
Hudson, Breaking the South Slav Dream, 16. 

13 Nova Evropa, quoted in Making a Nation, Breaking a Nation, 89. 
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Throughout the first decade, Yugoslavia maintained a fa<;ade of democracy. Despite 

regular elections and sessions of parliament throughout the 1920s, the political situation 

gradually worsened. The tensions between the Serb dominance and the Croat desire for equality 

spilled into the political realm. Stjepan Radic, the leader of the Croatian Peasant Party, was 

incensed to the point that, minimally, he called for Croatian autonomy, and his extreme demand 

was for an actual Croat nation. The Slovenes realized autonomy was not an option, since Italy 

was occupying almost a third of its territory and wanting more, and their politicians were more 

willing to cooperate than the Croats.
14 

The tense climate came to a climax in 1928 when a 

Montenegrin delegate of the Radical party shot and murdered Radic on the parliamentary floor. 

In an effort to maintain peace after this tragedy that was such to spur a violent reaction, King 

Alexander tried to negotiate peace with the Croats by proposing some sort political separation 

from Serbia for the Croats and Slovenes which would finalize in federalism but the offer was 

rejected by Serbian leaders.
15 

In response, Alexander proclaimed a dictatorship and abolished all 

traditional powers. Instead of agitating an already over-delicate situation, the Croats and 

Slovenes became hopeful that this would curb Serbian power. It was clear Alexander truly 

desired a unified Yugoslavia by changing the official name from the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, 

and Slovenes to Yugoslavia, which translates into "land of the south Slavs", the creation of a 

neutral day of military displays as opposed to just a Serbian national holiday, and that the 

Serbian military display Yugoslav flags rather than tribal flags. Unfortunately, other policies 

reinforced Serbian dominance. Alexander had administrative borders redrawn to produce a 

majority for Serbians and continued to retain mainly Serbs in positions of official authority. 

14 
Wachtel, Making a Nation, Breaking a Nation, 77. 

15 
Wachtel, Making a Nation, Breaking a Nation, 78. 
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Perhaps the worst of Alexander's totalitarian regime was his fierce oppression of his 

opposition. He employed widespread brutal torture and extensive arrests and imprisonments 

without trial. Since royal authority was the absolute finality, all challenges were met with the 

police action. The Croats and the Yugoslav Communist Party felt this especially hard. In 

response an underground Croatian group in Zagreb called U stashi, or Rebels, were born. While 

they were to later play a key role in WWII, the Ustashi wanted Croatian autonomy and believed 

insurrection and terrorism to be the most effective tools available. They began a cycle of vicious 

terrorism and subsequent official oppression. Alexander's announcement of a new constitution in 

1931, giving the monarch total authority over the government and reducing parliament to a 

powerless entity, caused an immediate response. Ustashi terrorist attacks surged and there was 

even a brief and bloody mutiny. A state of near anarchy gripped Yugoslavia for almost two years 

while the remaining un-jailed opposition leaders of the Croats and Slovenes called for a genuine 

federalized and restoration democracy. While debating ... ＢＢＧｾＧＢＧ｡ﾣｾＢｦＢ｜＠ total authoritarianism or 

attempts at reconciliation during this period of intense internal ethnic warfare against the 

government, a Balkan Pact alliance was signed and Alexander was beginning to lean towards 

ending his dictatorship. Before he was able to declare this, a Macedonian ass.ass1m 

by the Ustashi shot and killed Alexander in France on October 9, 1934.
16 

The murder of King Alexander opened a massive power vacuum that was filled by a 

three-man regent headed by Prince Paul, Alexander's brother. However, Paul did not last long as 

the dominant political player and soon the Serbian economist Milan Stojadinovic became the 

Prime Minister from 193 5-193 9. For the next three years, the splintered nation shocked the world 

by attempting to cooperate with each other and the new government. While the Great Depression 

16 
Wynot, Caldron of Conflict, 65. 
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hit the country extremely hard due to its dependence on agriculture, Stojadinovic's economic 

policy, combined with very generous trade agreements with Germany designed to make 

Yugoslavia economically reliant on them, did actually ease the situation. Reforms were aimed at 

making peasant life easier and they succeeded. He also concentrated on alleviating political 

oppression and ethnic tension. To prove this, he brought into the cabinet the former Slovenian 

Prime Minister Korosec and the Bosnian Muslim leader Mehmed Spaho. 

Despite Stojadinovic's well-aimed intentions and dedication to those goals, Croatian 

reconciliation pushed him to the limits. The Concordat he wanted with the Vatican was 

impossible to get through Parliament due to the outrage of the Eastern Orthodox Serbians and 

even caused public indignation. This standoff with Parliament and the people demonstrated the 

hardship in trying to include the Croats in the Serbian majority and resulted in an attempted 

assassination attempt in 1938. In reaction Stojadinovic began to adopt fascist governing qualities 

complaints could no longer be ignored, he called for new parliamentary elections. 

brought out renewed heated and massive opposition to the regime. While they were about to 

retain a majority of seats, the Croats had threatened the Serbian power and it proved how much 

contro 1 they had over the decade. Prince Paul decided the move to be to remove 

Stojadinovic and assume the prevailing political role in Yugoslav life.
17 

The regime's inability 

and refusal to better cooperate and compromise on federalism would splinter Yugoslavia's ethnic 

tension and destroy it during the hostilities of the next Great War. 

When WWII broke out, the government had declared neutrality but after two decisive 

Nazi victories they announced an alignment with the Axis. However, this was universally 

unpopular and a coup occurred which brought in a new government that maintained a ruse of 

17 
Wynot, Caldron of Conflict, 66. 
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neutrality, but in reality it was making agreements with the Soviets. In 1941 Germany invaded 

Yugoslavia and broke it up into two large, pro-German states. This break up led to mass guerilla 

warfare: Serbian nationalists began fighting the dominating Croatians, the nationalist Croats 

against Serbs, as well as general fighting against the Germans. Right after the invasion, part of 

the government escaped and went into exile. During the guerilla warfare an anti-Germany, 

Croatian, home-grown Communist by the name of Josip Broz, later referred to as Tito, won 

control of most of central Bosnia and founded a provisional government. The government in 

exile would not recognize Tito but despite this, he was able to drive out most of the Germans, to 

gain recognition from the Allies, and also eventually the government in exile. Throughout, Tito's 

slogan was "brotherhood and unity" and he set up six republics and two autonomous regions. 

Tito materialized his supranationalism ideology and by 1952 discrimination region almost had 

disappeared. This was reflected in the establishment of schools which started to actually compare 

to population had nearly thirty-eight percent of the natinols and 

forty-one percent of the students while Croatia had twenty-three percent of schools and twenty

three percent of students.
18 

Under Tito's rule, economic prosperity led to a decrease in ethnic 

as and not by their ethnicity. With 

Tito' s immense popularity, he brought in his home grown communist doctrine, had no aid from 

the Soviets, and implemented a communist government. It was not until after the death of Tito 

that Yugoslavia erupted into a massive civil war between the multiplicities that were no longer 

bound together. 

18 
Statisticki godisnjak, 1938-39, cited in Making a Nation, Break a Nation, 179. 
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III. Bulgaria 

Contrasting Poland and Yugoslavia with their multiplicities of minorities, religions, and 

languages Bulgaria has an overwhelming 85 percent of their population claiming to be 

Bulgarian, 87 percent are proclaimed Eastern Orthodox, and roughly 86 percent pronounce their 

mother-tongue to be Bulgarian, The minority is split between Turks, consisting of about 9. 7 

percent of the population, and those classified as Roma, which is about 3.4 percent of the 

population.
19 

Another minority, though numerically insignificant, called the Pomaks, meaning 

"Muslim speaking Bulgarians", is officially Bulgarian but many claim to be Turkish. Despite 

their insistence of Turkish decent, the actual Turks severely ostracized the Pomaks. While both 

the Turks and the Roma community maintained their view of being a different ethnicity than the 

majority of the country, they did not cause any of the trouble that the Ukrainians in Poland 

caused or any of the ethnic fighting like between the Serbs and the Croats. However, these 

own internal struggles. Within the Turkish community a split 

between those who claim Islam as their religion and Turkish as their mother-tongue as 

opposed to others who are Christian Bulgarians with Roma as their mother-tongue. The 

practice to define themselves in regards to the social context; for instance, some claim to be 

Bulgarian to outsiders (non-Romanies), but as Turks to other members. This creates a separate 

problem because it is not clear whether to consider them to be Turks or Gypsies. Regardless, the 

self proclaimed true-Turks harshly shun these "Turks". To add to the confusion, other Romanies 

call themselves Romanian Gypsies.
20 
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As a belligerent in WWI along with Hungary, Bulgaria saw the war as an opportunity to 

expand territorial claims, especially in regards to those areas with co-nationals. One of the first 

states to be invaded was Macedonia, which had equally rough numbers of Serbs and Bulgarians. 

The fact that the Bulgarians had control of the Orthodox Church gave Bulgaria a historic right to 

press annexation.
21 

The war gave rise to the opportunity to simply invade and conquer, with 

minimal effective resistance. Serbia was also quickly and effectively invaded and drove the 

government into exile. Despite being on the losing side, Bulgaria did not suffer much in the 

Treaty ofNeuilly in 1919; it was deprived of Macedonia, which became a part of the new 

Yugoslav state, while Western Thrace, Bulgaria's Aegean coastline, was annexed by Greece.
22 

As all of the other Eastern European countries experienced post-war problems, so did the 

class antagonisms and chronic social issues that were intensified by the war plagued both 

Bulgarian political and economic affairs. Reflective in all the nation-states, citizens were 

as 

peasant-oriented parties began rising to meet these demands, which affected greatly affected how 

the new Bulgarian monarchy was to operate. While the monarchy, under King Boris III, like the 

other newly created, Western, democratically-influenced countries, had intent to 

Western footsteps, the lack of a politically astute population combined with a dysfunctional 

economy saw the rise of a trend to authoritarianism. Bulgaria is unique in this case because, 

although it had the class struggles and an economy to rebuild, the lack of ethnic internal fighting 

and chaos marked this as a real possibility for liberty and democracy. However this turned out to 

be exactly the opposite of what happened. Within the fervent grasp of nationalism, Bulgaria saw 
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the rise of the desire to recapture the lost territories, especially of Macedonia from Yugoslavia 

and Greece. Violence coursed throughout the government as well as country and much of this 

was perpetuated by the misplaced Bulgarian refugees from Macedonia who continued to push for 

the re-annexation of their homeland. This often over-zealous campaign was lead by an 

organization referred to as the IMRO, using violence against those Bulgarians they believed were 

not satisfactorily committed to the cause and viewing Bulgaria as the base to launch terroristic 

attacks against Greece and Yugoslavia.
23 

Unfortunately the chaos caused by the IMRO coalesced with the purges of Prime 

Minister Alexander Stambolisky, who was a member of the Agrarian Party which controlled 

Parliament. He passionately believed that all evils existed because of cities and therefore set to 

purge all government institutions of "decadent urban influences" by replacing personnel with 

peasants. Although his policies did in fact aid rural areas and the peasants who lived there, 

Stambolisky' s hostile policies alienated all of the other members of society and spurred a 

coalition among the Communists, the IMRO, the military, and the academic community. This 

eventually led to his capture and subsequent death. While this should have led to peace, Bulgaria 

witnessed an increase in violence from the Communists who, with the backing of Moscow, 

sought to begin their own revolution. The new government was able to crush the attempted 

revolution and subsequently suppressed the Communists by making the party illegal. However, 

they survived through front organizations and moving underground. The violence continued with 

bombings and assassinations. With it clear that the regime's response was not working a new 

prime minister, by the name of Andrei Lyapchev, took over and attempted to ease tensions by 

relaxing the constrictions on the IMRO and the Communist Party. Seemingly unable to escape 
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from chaos the IMRO split into rival factions that fought each other with a passion that equated 

to the ferocity that they attacked the Yugoslavs and Greeks. In his determination to bring peace 

to his kingdom, King Boris interfered with military action against the IMRO which greatly 

reduced tensions. By 1929 it seemed Bulgaria was able to enter a time of relative peace. 
24 

Peace, it seemed, was going to last for the Bulgarians despite the arrival of the Great 

Depression. Along with the economic agreements made with Hitler's Germany, Bulgaria's 

agriculture sector was hit less harshly than most because of its main crop being tobacco rather 

than grain or timber, as well as the combined fact of a widespread system of peasant 

cooperatives and the fact that the economy tended to be primarily focused on the domestic 

market. 
25 

King Boris began to rise as the dominant political player out of the three-way battle 

among the government, the IMRO, and the Communist Party. The king' s successful ploy of 

appearing to be a neglectful and bored ruler allowed him to slowly begin to control the strings of 

the political realm. an astute political mind, saw the support the 

Communist Party, despite its illegality. After winning seats in Parliament and actually gaining 

out right control of the Sofia city council, the government declared the results of the Sofia 

election invalid and placed it under government controL Mass rioting ensued that propelled the 

capital city into chaos. As an attempt to offset the support for the Communists, the government 

tried to launch agrarian reforms but they were not enough to save the peasants from the affects of 

the Great Depression in 1934. This coincided with an increase in IMRO violence and the 

combination of those two situations with official corruption destroyed peasant support of the 

government, which is crucial for political strength in Bulgaria. In effort to save the government, 
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a military coup led by the Zveno took control of the government. The Zvenos had no actual 

political ideology, but rather simply wanted a national metamorphosis through a strong central 

government and an increased focus on technical and scientific expertise. Throughout the next 

year the government launched a campaign of violent constrains against the IMRO, the 

Communist Party, and also traditional political parties. With their lack of popularity, Boris had 

no opposition in his swift elimination of the new regime while suspending the constitution and 

implementing authoritarian measures such as government controlled elections and a monarchial 

concentration of power. He retired the military from public life and ruled through civilians until 

he believed he could have a pliable parliament in 1938.
26 

Bulgaria entered the war under an authoritarian regime led by Boris but was by far the 

most benefitted country while he remained in control. The economy prospered and Bulgaria was 

able to recover Macedonia, Southern Dobruja from Romania, and Thrace from Greece. While on 

the limited commitment and did not troops outside of required areas 

occupation. He even refused to break diplomatic ties with the Soviet Union on the basis of 

historical relations. Furthermore he became a hero when he shielded the Bulgarians Jews from 

the although he did little to aid the Macedonian the conclusion 

of the war, the Bulgarian Jewish population was still around 50,000 which was near the pre-war 

level.
27 

During this time, the Communist Party was in total disarray and split between wanting to 

support Boris and Moscow's order to secretly oppose him. However, in 1943 everything 

changed. An important Russian victory in Kursk signaled the beginning of the westward push of 

the Red Army and also the sudden death of King Boris. His death led to a political vacuum with 

26 
Wynot, Caldron of Conflict, 74-76. 

27 
Holocaust Research Project, The Fact of the Bulgarian Jews. 

24 



no one who had the critical political skills that Boris had possessed. While a three-man regent 

took over the Fatherland Front, a communist dominated partisan movement, began to threaten 

the government. A pro-Western government emerged in September 1944 but shortly after the 

Soviet Union announced war against Bulgaria and invaded. With Soviet blessing, the Fatherland 

Front became the official government and the only group that Moscow would consider dealing 

with.
28 

Unlike Poland, the Communist Party in Bulgaria was focused on national hegemony, 

especially in the early years. Initially a large sense of multiculturalism developed from a 

"common desire of emancipation"
29 

and an end to all dominance, including that of the majority. 

This time period of flourishing cultures was limited to ethnicities and fit the typical communist 

path by not recognizing any religion. Following this, cultural emancipation was designed to 

integrate the society around commonality, with no defining ethnic origins. This form of 

integration aids the Communist Party in their development of the new "citizen" needed for 

society. The focus on society, instead of community, is crucial because it helps in the extraction 

of the importance of ethnic origin. To complete this process, assimilation began in 1958 and 

policies toward the minorities were hardened. This assimilation is the cause of the ethnic 

uprisings beginning in the mid-1980s. The harsh policies not only affected minorities, but it was 

an overwhelming curtailing of civil rights. The state began to shape identities and cultural and 

individuals were no longer the newly crafted "citizen" but rather just tools of the state. 
30 

Bulgaria's case demonstrates how the communists manipulated the overwhelming majority to 
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shape the entire country into their own communist vision for the future. While each of the three 

nations had differing ethnic composition, the particular situations were able to be exploited in 

benefit of the communists rise to power. 
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Chapter Two: Individuality versus Communalism 

While capitalism is based on private property and a free market to boost the standard of 

living, communism focuses on the community as a whole instead. Co-operatives and 

communalism are the beginnings of the transformation towards a socialized system. A 

philosophy centered on the individual, often rooted in a history seeped with a dominant 

aristocracy and class distinction, is directly at odds with communism's focus on the overall good 

of society by destroying class boundaries. This will equalize the population by recognizing the 

importance of all individuals to the overall whole. Equally as important as the historical tradition 

of communalism within the country is the size of the government and whether it was powerfully 

centralized or fragmented and decentralized. When a government is decentralized, power is more 

concentrated within the hands of the people and often this leads to resistance when the state tries 

to come in and usurp control. Conversely if the federal government traditionally has had 

invoke as much of a resistance. It is important to look at these societal components before the 

economic disasters of the Great Depression and subsequent invasion of the Nazis during World 

War (WWI). once the war ended and Communism was established, these provide 

basis of how successful the Communists proved to be during their reign. 
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I. Poland 

Located between Germany and Russia, Poland has a history of being bullied and 

incurring subsequent collateral damage whenever the European nations would war. Similar to the 

other Eastern European nations throughout the 1700s and 1800s, Poland was predominately an 

agrarian society. However, Poland possessed a feature that greatly differentiated it from the other 

states. It possessed an undisputedly dominate aristocracy. Rather than the absolute monarchist 

tradition that dominated so many of the countries at the time, Poland was able to effectively 

counter that by its politically active elites. More progressive than many of its neighbors, Polish 

kings were elected by the nobles, which greatly limited the king' s power. The power of the elite 

was not restricted to the landed nobles, but rather to the majority who were indeed often landless. 

Their rights included "not [being able to be] arrested without due process, were exempt from 

taxation, were the undisputed masters of their estates and exercised judicial authority over the 

wretched peasants who farmed them"
31

• While electing their own king highlights the 

decentralization of power, aristocratic privilege culminated with the "notorious liberum veto, the 

right of every noble to in the Sejm to kill a proposed law simply by voicing his disagreement. 

Once used, this 'free veto' annulled not only the legislation under discussion but every single act 

of that particular Sejm"
32

. This veto ensured that the government was not functional as well as 

allowed corruption to flourish. Foreign diplomats could easily pay off nobles to disagree with a 

piece of legislation, destroying any progress made during that particular session. It was clear for 

every king, including militarily successful ones, that the true power was not concentrated in their 

hands but rather in the hands of the country's elite. 
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Just as in the Sejm, the nobility truly controlled Poland. Peasants and workers were not 

counted because they did not possess the political rights of the aristocrats. As in all countries, 

though, there was diversity and rankings within the Polish nobility. The majority of the wealth 

was concentrated among few families and the majority of the elite, although still considered 

members of the aristocracy, were landless. This engrossment of wealth provided for more 

corruption and decentralization. Poorer aristocrats could be bought off during the Sejm, paid to 

vote certain ways in both local and national elections, and were basically political servants to the 

wealthier nobles. This created a situation wherein "the Polish identification of the individual with 

the nation was strong and idealized, though perhaps more in a romantic than a practical, 

everyday sense. The emphasis on individualism and the distaste for authority made joint effort 

difficult at the national level and discouraged the development of a strong individual sense of 

social responsibility"
33

. The lack of a strong, central power led to the ability of Russia, especially 

under II, to Poland a province in all but name. Had stress 

on individualism not a real government would have been able to resist the overwhelming 

power of their eastern neighbor. Calls for reform echoed throughout the 1700s but Poland's 

stronger neighbors eventually won and the Empire, the Kingdom 

and Habsburg Austria, the three partitions of Poland were the results. The first partition was 

created in August 1 772 and the final partition, destroying the independent Polish nation until 

essentially the Treaty of Versailles in 1919, was implemented in 1795. 

The Polish peoples, dispersed throughout the varied empires, fared differently though all 

experienced levels of discrimination. As per the rise of nationalism reflective across the world, 

the Polish people also felt surges of nationalism and developed a fierce desire for a united Polish 
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nation. President Wilson's thirteenth point in his Fourteen Point Address led the materialization 

of the Polish state. The thirteenth point read "An independent Polish state should be erected 

which should include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should 

be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence 

and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international covenant."
34 

After the recreation of 

the Polish state in 1919, ethnic conflict plagued the country during the interwar period and the 

Great Depression destroyed the already fragile economy. German-occupied Poland during WWII 

hit the economy even harder, especially industry. The majority of the country, especially banks, 

was nationalized under new regimes under the guise of taking them from enemy control. This 

allowed for an easy transition to state control in a country that has a fierce tradition of resistance 

to authority and of no powerful central government. The forcing of the people to accept these 

socialized industries fostered resentment and eventual opposition to the Communist regime. 

34 
Wilson, Woodrow. Fourteen Points. 

30 



II. Yugoslavia 

Unlike Poland which has a rich history of politics and aristocracy, Yugoslavia was not 

even an actual country until after WWI and the Treaty of Versailles. The creation of this 

southern Slav nation threw together a multiplicity of warring ethnicities and construed a country 

that had a large and diversified minority as well as a country plagued with religious differences. 

One of the largest hurdles that Yugoslavia had to overcome was the lack of a synthetic national 

culture, which overwhelmed the country from the beginning. Initially the Serbian majority tried 

usurping all political prestige which put them at direct odds with the Croatian minority, who 

attempted to gain prestige. There existed a broader nationalistic idea for a Yugoslav state, 

however, independent of ethnic desires. Although both the state and the economy were weak 

"the strength of belief in some form of a Yugoslav nation among South Slavic elites in this 

period can perhaps be best measured by the fact that despite all the political problems of the 

interwar period and despite the horrific nationalist excesses that characterized the war 

there was great support for the reconstitution of Yugoslavia after the war"
35

. 

Nationalism, the consuming desire for an independent nation, drove the initial thoughts of 

a Yugoslav state during WWL While it was the war that saw the materialization of this idea, its 

"ideological roots lay in nineteenth-century romanticism and nationalism [and] its material roots, 

of course, lay in the fact that it was only through banding together that the south Slavs could be 

independents"
36

. Yugoslavia The root of the political problem that eventually plagued that new 

country for the next decade was the conflict between the Croats desire for a federation and the 

Serbian assertion of a Unitarian state. Ironically preceding WWI there was a Unitarian faction 
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within the Croats that actually dominated. However this group was silenced when Yugoslavia 

was created and the Serbs used their population majority to exercise political control over the 

Croats. As soon as the elections of 1920 both the Croatian Peasant Party and the Communist 

Party of Yugoslavia were electorally participating. Throughout the 1920s both parties had 

extremely significant impacts on the political on-goings within parliament. The Croatian Peasant 

Party "was a typical example of the radical, populist, peasant-based parties which came to 

prominence in the region after the First World War ... these radical agrarian parties tended to be 

anti-industrial, romanticizing the peasant and rural life as the true repository of the nation's 

soul"
37

. While under the leadership ofStjepan Radic the initial years of the Croatian Peasant 

Party were quite radical and even refused to participate in drafting the constitution and rejecting 

to pledge oaths of allegiance to the king, despite being the third largest party in the Assembly. 

By 1924, however, the peasants realized that Radic's radical tactics were not working and the 

party joined the With the and industrial development of the 

1920s spurred by foreign investment, extensive land reform was introduced which eased peasant 

dissatisfaction and led to increased political participation of the Peasant Party. 

Along with this, the Communist Party of Yugoslavia (CPY) also had support in the 

election of 1920. While only legal for a year, the party was illegalized in 1921 for an 

assassination attempt on the king though they denied all responsibility. The CPY soon 

established itself as the true Yugoslav party which would aid Tito later in consolidating his 

power. Joseph Rothschild argues that "the CPY was the only major party whose appeal 

transcended ethnic and regional particularism. They alone affirmed the existence of a Yugoslav 

nation at a time when official nomenclature was still committed to the distinctiveness of its 
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Serbian, Croatian, and Slovene parts"
38

• The Communist platform of a supranational government 

that respected the individual cultures is summed up by a Slovenian intellectual when he argued 

that "after the formation of a new state of the Slovenes, Croats, and Serbs, the cultural section 

expects that this new completely different unified state, no matter how organized, will insofar as 

possible and will all means at its disposal speed the development of the intellectual life of all 

three peoples on the basis of cultural autonomy."
39 

The Communists in Yugoslavia from the 

beginning were committed to this initially elusive idea, held mainly among intellectual elites 

rather than the politically-focused, of national equality without any discrimination on the basis of 

ethnicity. Although they were banned in 1921, the Communists went underground and continued 

to grow home-bred Communists throughout the next two decades leading up to WWII. 

Divergent from Poland, which was purposefully split between the Soviet Union and 

Germany at the beginning of the Second World War, Yugoslavia was invaded by Germany and 

Italy, two Axis powers. Consequently, the 

made more severe due to pre-existing ethnic tensions. Not only were citizens fighting the 

invaders, but also each other as civil war erupted simultaneously. Tito, a Croatian, home-grown 

Communist, used this opportunity to foster support, build an army, and drive out the from 

his power base. Tito claimed the reasons he became a Communist "lay in the injustices for 

society, the poverty and oppression he had seen as a child"
40

. He committed his Communist 

Party to the ideals of equality and placing his Yugoslav nationality before his Croatian ethnicity. 

Eventually his army was able to expel the Germans and the Allies acknowledged his leadership. 
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Tito ruled until his death in 1980 with an iron fist dedicated to the overall belief of a Yugoslav 

nation. Despite the ethnic tensions that plagued the nation since its inception, Yugoslavia under 

him witnessed a cooling of agitation as well as prosperity. The desire of a Southern Slav nation 

that drove the creation of the state allowed Tito to maintain such peace due to his focus on the 

nationalism that achieved this goal. 
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III. Bulgaria 

While Poland's history is marked by the ravages of with war resulting from being nestled 

between the German-dominated territories and Russia and Yugoslavia was a 20th Century 

materialization of a 19th Century dream of pan-Slavism, the first Bulgarian Empire was 

established in 681 and was able to maintain a Bulgar ethnic identity under centuries of Ottoman 

rule. The dominance of both the Bulgarian nationality as well as the Eastern Orthodoxy religion 

allowed for a sense of community to thrive throughout the centuries and develop highly, 

especially in the rural areas that comprised the majority of the country. 

Bulgaria has deep roots in the sense of prevalence of community over the needs of the 

individual. Rituals that reflected the nature of the social relations of the collective and highlight 

the emphasis on communalism have existed throughout Bulgarian history which date back to the 

adaptation of the Christian calendar and holidays. These rituals, called mumming, were revived 

during the brief Communist repression of the 1950s which helped to contribute to their 

into the 21st Century. Mumming has existed throughout European history and is most simply the 

"generic term for masked rituals ... commonly performed at Christmas and New Years, but also 

around Shrovetide and All Saints Day". 
41 

The most contemporary version of mumming 

through the New Orleans celebration of Mardi Gras on Fat Tuesday, symbolizing the final day of 

glutton that can exist before the Catholic Holy Day of Lent. While mumming is officially tied to 

religious commemorations, many societies used it as community-building and maitenance tools. 

For instance some Irish tribes used the different rhymes to define boundaries, while other 

villages' mumming symbolized the communalism associated with the practice of open field 

cultivation and the need for cooperation between the different families throughout the village. 
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These rituals, regardless of the area in which they were practiced, were not carried out by 

individuals but rather generally through the familial structure. Although the family was at the 

center, many mummings, such as weddings or funerals, would involve the entire community. As 

nationalism developed, so did national mummings. These commemorations, such as a memorial 

for the victims ofWWI or WWII, would often eclipse the local communities as expressions of 

nationalism.
42 

Despite this more recent trend towards nationalistn, these customs were unique 

traditions of each community and reflected their relation to the members within this group. 

Rich with a rural and agriculture history, many Bulgarian mummings were local and 

village based, though there also existed ceremonies that brought together many villages to 

celebrate an overall communal existence. The mummings that had a more defined focused 

developed into agrarian rituals that were supposed "to drive off evil spirits and bring fertility to 

the land, animals, and people"
43

• These were around predating Christianity but the dates of 

celebrations were once the adoption 

rituals, which often included performances, may seem out of date, they were essential in keeping 

the communal Bulgarian spirit alive during the Communist repression. The Communists used the 

mumming festivals to attempt to transform what they viewed as archaic rituals into "folkloric 

performances of nationalist value, [but this] failed to displace village activities and actually 

helped sustain them"
44

. This focus on the village community, rather than the homogeneity that 

the Communists were trying to impose onto the entire country, reflects the deep seeded 

communal history that exists throughout Bulgaria. While this sense was founded in rural areas, it 
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is seen today through the mummings that are used as a mask for protests against the uniform 

hegemonic system now driven by capitalism. 

As Bulgaria grew as a nation and began to undergo the beginnings of economic 

transformations of the 20th Century, this communalist attitude of the rural regions was reflected 

in national economic policies and politics. Towards the end of the nineteenth century the 

agrarian society was facing many hardships from the harsh policies of Minister-President Nikola 

Petkov and in response, the electoral presence of Agrarians rose sharply as well as social unrest 

and violence. While this led to his assassination in 1907, the foreign debt needed to sustain the 

country instead had overwhelmed it. The masses found their voice through the Bulgarian 

Agrarian National Union (BANU) in 1899, and until the Communists took power in 1944 after 

the death of King Boris III, the government had to try and contain the rising rural unrest. 
45 

While 

the aristocratic individualistic history of Poland made the social communal state of the 

Communists more difficult to adapt to, the policies to deal with the hurting economy towards 

end of the Second Great War foreshadowed the easy acceptance of the Communist-dominated 

Fatherland Front Land reform was the top priority, which was essential to the agrarian demands, 

and unlike in most of the other Eastern European countries also attempting to go through 

economic reforms, Bulgaria began developments for the creation of co-operative farming. 
46 

The 

path to this socialized program was uncomplicated and straight forward, which highlights the 

communalism that has dominated Bulgaria since its inception. The domination of cooperation 

that existed allowed for the ease of Communist takeover and the lack of resistance that existed 

once the Fatherland Front took over after the chaos that reigned once Boris III died. 
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Chapter Three: The Economic Persuasion of Communism 

The political turmoil in Eastern Europe that existed during the interwar period affected all 

sectors of life within the countries. Agrarian life has dominated the history of these countries 

whether or not an empire controlled them or independence reigned. The economic situation of 

the country heavily influenced the peoples' attitude towards and support for their government. In 

an already ethno-politically heated environment that existed in two of the countries, the status of 

the economy could easily break the tenuous hold the governments precariously held. Although 

Bulgaria did not share in the overwhelming ethnic antagonisms that plagued Yugoslavia and 

Poland, the rural, communal Bulgar peoples formed the Bulgarian Agrarian National Union 

(BAND) which beleaguered the government with demands for land reform. 

Since all three countries were agrarian-focused, the peasants felt the brunt of economic 

pressure after trying to survive through and after the Great Depression of the early 1930s. While 

region in the 1920s, the world-wide devastation felt by the Great Depression resulted in all 

foreign investment being pulled immediately in the early 1930s. Although some Western 

financial resources returned after the economic trauma, the only consistent aid came in the form 

of the manipulation of Germany through their "blocked-currency device, whereby the high sums 

Germany paid for its huge purchases of agricultural goods and raw materials from East Central 

European counties were held in blocked accounts at the Reichsbank and could be 'cleared' only 

be East Central European purchases of German commodities".
47 

As the edge of war was being 

approached, the countries had to choose sides. Only Bulgaria took a decisive stance on the side 

of the Germans, while when Yugoslavia's Prince Paul attempted to side with the Nazis a coup 
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d'etat was carried out and seventeen-year old King Peter took power. Poland was occupied on 

the immediate on-set of the war and was divided between the Germans and the Soviets, as per a 

pre-war secret diplomatic agreement. 

. While each of the countries went into the war with varying economic situations, each of 

the countries was invaded to different degrees and these countries become nothing more than 

battlefields. The economies all took drastic downturns throughout these years, all affected 

differently. The previous capitalistic attempts in these countries had not protected them from the 

Great Depression nor helped during the war. This led to a power vacuum in which the first group 

with the most successful policies would gain the true support of the people. Although the 

processes were completely different in each country, the result was the same: the Communist 

Party was able to revamp each economy and drastically improve it in the initial years of power, 

thus consolidating support. 
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I. Poland 

During the interwar periods, Poland was able to develop a modem infrastructure better 

than it had ever known. The Polish oil fields, which fell under the Soviet-controlled eastern 

portion, greatly contributed to the growth in the economic sector. Unfortunately, once taken 

over, all of the progress and achievements that had been developed were quickly destroyed. In 

1939, before the outbreak of war, the Soviet Union and Germany entered into the German-Soviet 

Pact in which Nazi Germany took the majority of the industrial sectors and most of the Polish 

ethnic population and the Soviets received the oil fields and a mix of ethnicities, including the 

Belorussians, the troublesome and violent Ukrainians and Lithuanians, as well as a minority of 

Poles. Although Germany could have used industrial Poland to aid its war efforts, most of the 

working class was immediately sent to the Reich as slave laborers, while the Jewish population 

began to be gathered into extermination camps. Although as a country Poland was the most 

prepared for opposition to Nazi Germany through an effective underground army combined with 

a working state mechanism, Germany decimated the population murdering million of 

citizens-halfofthem Jews- one-third of its houses were destroyed (nine-tenths in Warsaw), and 

social infrastructural investments of the interwar decades were ruined".
48 

Essentially all 

progress made by the Poles in this partition was destroyed ruthlessly and without hesitation. 

Historical enemies, the Soviets did not have any empathy for the Polish position but 

rather were manipulative and as harsh as the Nazis were against their neighbor. Stalin purposely 

desired the areas with the Belorussians and Ukrainians so he could claim he was protecting 

fraternal populations and they in fact constituted regional majorities. This led to local assemblies 
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voting to be annexed into the Soviet Union. The Poles were immediately discriminated against 

and all of their land and territory was socialized and collectivized, while many were forced into 

deportation to Central Asia and Siberia. In Moscow's opinion after the 1939 Pact was signed, 

Poland ceased to exist as a state and therefore the government-in-exile first in Paris and then 

Britain once Paris fell, was illegitimate. However, this government subsisted. Stalin used his 

power in his section of Poland to manipulatively lead to a Communist power formation by using 

the local army he recruited from Polish captives to join forces with Communist partisan bands. 

While this was occurring in the Soviet partition, the cruelty of the Nazis allowed Stalin the 

ability to fuel an underground Polish Communist movement that was nationalist in origin, which 

initially had the support of the London government-in-exile. The militant faction of the 

Communists was known as the People's Army. Once the war broke out and the Soviets and 

Germany were official belligerents, the situation changed. When the Red Army passed onto 

Polish in 1944, Stalin officially came out in support of the Polish Committee ofNational 

Liberation, which was comprised of Polish Communists that became active during German 

occupation. All territory that the Soviets had taken over or were to control transferred into the 

hands of the Committee. On January 1, 1945 the Committee pronounced itself as the official 

provisional government of Poland with Moscow's blessing. The Poles who were anti-German 

but whose loyalty lay with the government-in-exile were deported or murdered. Civil war 

erupted, which lasted untill947, two years after World War Two subsided. With the end of the 

war, Poland was given back its territory lost to the Germans, plus new land taken from Germany. 

However, despite the existence of the London-based goven1ment, the Americans and British 
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backed the Soviet-picked Provisional Government, which sealed the fate of Poland regarding 

Communism.
49 

Under the new regime, Polish prewar production rates were quadrupled the amounts a 

mere eight years later. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (F.A.O) Year Book 

of 1950 the production of crude oil fell from 501 thousand tons in 1937 to only 115 thousand 

tons in 1945. The United Nations Statistical Year Books also did a comparison of production in 

1943 versus 1945. 1943 is used as the base year and 100 is the set number for productivity levels. 

Within these two years the levels ofhard coal fell to 22 and steel fell to 20. 50 Although all of the 

Eastern European countries suffered during the war, Poland by far incurred the most damage. 

This was mainly due to the complete destruction of its split territory. In the aftermath of the war, 

everyone was focused on rebuilding their destroyed countries. Land reform was universal though 

at varying degrees of socialism but overly universal in practice throughout the countries. Large 

estates were broken up so that landless agriculture laborers had land to work, as well as to 

increase the existing minimal holdings. Financial and industrial reforms were not as cohesive 

though. Due to the Communist power grab, there was shift in policies towards more state 

ownership, especially in countries that were German-occupied. The new governments used this 

occupation as an excuse to acquire any property assets acquired by the Germans. Therefore in 

Poland, as well as Yugoslavia, there was a large proportion of banks and large industries that 

went straight from the hands of the Germans to the possession of the Communist governments. 

Unlike in Hungary and Romania, Polish Communists also had the foresight to quickly act and 
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block excessive currency holdings as well as create new currencies in efforts to prevent rapid 

inflation. 
51 

At the dismal economic levels that Poland faced at the conclusion of the war, after being 

brutally tom apart and its population destroyed, the desolate atmosphere actually favored the 

newly empowered Communists. Although Russia and Poland are historic adversaries, the 

combination of a small, weak army and the fresh memories of the brutal German extermination 

of Poles provided for an opportunity for the Communists, who made no secret of their Moscow 

ties, to prove themselves to the people. The majority of former political leaders were either dead 

or had emigrated during the war, "the decimation of the intelligentsia and the leaders of opinion, 

the widespread cynicism and psychological withdrawal, created a situation which naturally 

favored a disciplined and determined minority"
52

• The Red Army, provided by Moscow, gave the 

Poles the protection they severely needed, especially after the Home Army was cut down in its 

attempt to control of the capital to forestall the implementation of Communist 

Once the Home Army was deposed, no viable opponents to the Communists existed. 

With the overall ease that the Communists had in grasping power after the war, all that 

this, their power would be both consolidated and legitimized in the eyes of the people. The 

Communists would not just be puppets of the Soviets but a functioning government that turned 

the country around from its bleak and dreary condition. The redrawing of Polish borders post

war greatly aided this cause as well. While before the war the country consisted of one third of 

minorities, both religiously and ethnically, Poland after the war was territorially transformed. 
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The eastern border was kept by the Soviet Union while Poland gained western and northern 

territories from Germany. This resulted in a nearly homogenous Polish, Roman Catholic state. 

Poland also received new ports on the Baltic coast, the valuable Silesian industrial and mining 

complex, and better farmland. The state was now in a better position to improve economically 

and it would no longer be plagued by the ethnic violence that had occurred during the interwar 

period. 

Economically, the Communists treaded softly at first while putting Poland on the path 

towards socialism. Since the government traditionally had been involved in industry, there was 

no uproar or even opposition to the Nationalisation Law of January 1946, which "nationalised all 

enterprises capable of employing more than 50 workers per shift, and put 9 out of 10 enterprises 

under State control by the end of the year". 53 The following year a Third Year Plan was 

implemented but it did little more to nationalize industry since the majority had already been 

nationalized. Moreover, the agriculture sector was so depleted there was no consideration 

communalism at the time. The switch to a fuil scale communist rule in economics was mimicked 

in the political sphere. In February 1948 the original Three Year Plan was abandoned and a new 

economic plan was created by the State Economic Planning Commission, headed by Hilary 

Mine, the economic specialist of the communist leadership. Concurrently, the Communist Party 

purged the government from coalition partners and autonomously held power by the end of the 

year. It now became possible to begin the implementation of the 1930's Soviet-modeled Five 

Year Plans for the economy. Instead of focusing on the dominant agrarian population, it was 

industry that got kick started and was encouraged to grow. The boost that the industrial sector 

experienced at the expense of the rural farmers, who did participate in small revolts in the early 
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1950s in opposition to the communal impositions the state was placing. There were also social 

implications from the fast-past industrialization and collectivization policies: there was over a 

twenty percent increase in urban dwellers as a result. This allowed the children of peasants to 

become a part of the socialist bureaucracy and for at least initially, this new Communist system 

provided for stability. 
54 
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II. Yugoslavia 

A state that was barely a decade old at the commencement of the Great Depression, 

Yugoslavia in the interwar period was a center of political turmoil and ethnic conflict. The 

United States and Britain throughout the 1920s contributed financial aid to the new country in 

hope that it could actually survive despite the tensions that permeated in every aspect of life. 

Once the economic trauma of the early 1930s occurred, however, that financial aid was 

completely cut off. The new hardships spilled into the political arena which was a forum for the 

battle between Croatian nationalists who wanted, at the extreme, an independent Croatia or at the 

least for Yugoslavia to be a confederation and the dominant Serbian class who desired a 

Unitarian state. This rivalry was not the only ethnic clash, but rather simply the most politicized. 

The Ustashi-sponsored assassination of King Alexander in 1934 escalated the turmoil within the 

country that had already been amplified due to the Great Depression. 

In efforts to fill the political vacuum created by the assassination Prince Paul headed a 

three-man regency since the heir, Peter, was still too young to rule. The new Prime Minister, 

Stojadinovic, took advantage of the German economic manipulation and used it to his advantage. 

He focused on land reform policies to ease the pressure on the rural community, who were hit the 

hardest. This combination actually led to some success in pulling Yugoslavia out of such dismal 

economic conditions that were prevalent worldwide. Motivated by his economic strides, 

Stojadinovic attempted to create ethnic peace, or at least a suspension of violence and outrage, 

between the Croats and the Serbs. Although this was a noble goal, it resulted in an assassination 

attempt and Paul subsequently removed him as Prime Minister. 

As Germany consolidated power throughout Eastern European in the decade leading up 

to WWII, Germany stayed neutral in Yugoslav affairs because Yugoslavia continued to supply 
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Germany with the agricultural and industrial needs it demanded. Although the mass population 

wished to remain neutral, Paul entered into a secret agreement with Hitler and pledged support 

on the Axis side. When this was discovered, it met with fury and in 1941 a coup d'etat was 

executed that immediately removed Paul. While Paul's agreement was met with anger, that was 

nothing compared to German outrage. This coup threatened German interests and in response, 

Yugoslavia was immediately invaded and divided between the Axis powers. Both Italy and 

Bulgaria had land interests that were used to create the nation in the Treaty of Versailles. The 

Croatians were also on Hitler's side because an independent Croat nation was established under 

Ustashi leadership, which was in reality controlled by Germany and Italy, as well as a puppet 

Serbian state. 

Yugoslavia effectively in 1941 ceased to be a nation. As the nation was ripped apart and 

occupied by multiple countries, this led to an explosion of the violence from the festering ethnic 

tensions. While there were factions trying to fight the Germans, the politically warring ethnicities 

used the invasion as a front to begin a civil war. The initial invasion and subsequent ease of the 

demolition of Yugoslavia led to Germany becoming complacent. This complacency allowed for 

resistance to not only grow, but get a strong hold in the country. The main resistance came in the 

form of a movement led by a home-grown Communist and Croatian Tito. soon as autumn in 

1941 the Communist partisans begin their offense against the Nazi occupiers and they not only 

subsisted, but were successful, over the next four years. By the following year, in 1942, this 

group evolved into the People's Liberation Army and controlled an area larger than Switzerland. 

Tito was a dedicated Communist, but he did not believe that a Communist Yugoslavia should be 

subservient to Moscow. When he took over the leadership of the underground Communist Party 

in Yugoslavia, he immediately reorganized the party based on new financial and organizations 
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ideals, and loyalty but not slavery to the Soviet Union. As his People's Liberation Army 

progressively won more territory, Tito imposed his specific Communist beliefs upon these 

liberated areas. In these towns industry would be publicly owned and popular administrations 

based on liberation committees would replace the old regime. These locations were one hundred 

percent Communist ruled. Tito also made it clear in 1944 as his army was liberating larger areas 

that Communist control would not lessen simply because the areas were greater. This put him 

and his army directly at odds with the Serbian nationalists, led by Draza Mihailovic. 
55 

The civil 

war that erupted reflects Tito's brilliance as a military leader, as he was able to successfully fight 

the Germans and a civil war concurrently. 

As early as 1943, tensions between Tito and Stalin materialized. Although Stalin warned 

Tito to trend softly with the Allies, since the Yugoslav government-in-exile was located in 

London, Tito blatantly ignored him and proclaimed himself at the head of a provisional 

rrn.'l:rPM'"\rn,pnt Within a the that he killed more than 

Mihailovic and which gained him support for a merger between his government and the 

goverrunent-in-exile. In 1945, after the conclusion of the war, there was an official government 

recognized by the Allies but Tito only agreed to it name. He believed that this Communist 

revolution had to be 'from below' and he had no doubt that his Communists would win in all 

elections. The National Liberation Committee, dominated by Communists, was renamed the 

People's Front and in the elections of 1945 Tito was already perfecting the Communist method 

of political repression. He justified his repressive actions by accusing the other parties of 

coordinating and cooperating with the enemy during the time of German occupation. The 

election was boycotted by all non-communist ministers from the provisional government but that 
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did not stop the People's Front from dominating the election with a 90 percent majority win with 

an 88.7 percent turnout. 56 

Tito' s government had no qualms with announcing its strict path towards socialism, 

working to achieve that through nationalization and land reform. These were policies already 

began before the elections had even been held. Although the war witnessed a decomposition of 

the country, as well as a multiple layered battling involving the civil war and opposition to the 

occupiers, Yugoslavia's economy was not as devastated anywhere near the level of Poland. 57 

Industrial production took a major hit, as did in all of the Eastern European countries, but the 

intensity of Tito' s new government was able to recover economically from its wartime 

destruction by the end of 1946. Also in 1946 came the passing of the Basic Law of Co

operatives, which was the first step towards socialized agriculture. Industry was already half 

socialized by April 1945 per the policy of expropriating the property of all enemy collaborators. 

While it took until at least 1948 or later for all of the other Eastern European countries to even 

announce their intent to begin a Five Year Plan, Yugoslavia saw the beginning of its first Five 

Year Plan launched in 194 7. 
58 

The subsequent economic stability, combined with Tito' s 

oppression of all political opponents so no other options existed, led to comparative ethnic peace 

for Yugoslavia. 
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III. Bulgaria 

Unlike Poland and Yugoslavia, Bulgaria entered WWII neutral but quickly announced 

itself as an Axis power as Hitler was on the march to Greece and Yugoslavia and demanded 

access to cross the country. This prompted the Bulgar nation to officially become adversaries of 

the Soviet Union in 1941, although they refrained from declaring war on the Soviets despite its 

declarations against the United States and Great Britain. In the decade between the onset of the 

Great Depression and the commencement ofWWII, Germany successfully controlled Bulgarian 

economics. German focus on aiding the diversification of vulnerable one-crop agricultures 

appealed to the predominantly agrarian society. Moreover, by cooperating with Hitler's regime 

Bulgaria would have a stable market that produced reasonable prices for their crops and goods. 

Foreign capital investment fueled the industrial development that occurred in Eastern Europe 

during the interwar period. In Poland sixty percent of capital was foreign owned, while in the 

Balkans, including Yugoslavia, between fifty and seventy percent of the economy was foreign 

financed. Though what is interesting is that Bulgaria, the most egalitarian country throughout 

Eastern Europe, received the least amount of foreign aid while Hungary, the least egalitarian 

society, had the most investment. 
59 

Comparatively, Bulgaria was also the most agrarian country 

compared to Poland and Yugoslavia. 

In the three countries that were to align themselves with Germany for WWII, Hungary, 

Romania, and Bulgaria, there was a different economic strategy used by Hitler during his 

manipulation in the countries he quickly invaded after the onset of the war. For these countries 

the goal was to encourage the industries that were connected with the production and subsequent 
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transports of a variety of essential products that the Germans needed. In Bulgaria, the German 

emphasis was on the production and transport of both tobacco and processed foodstuffs. 

Although in most of the Eastern European countries, especially Romania and Hungary, German 

investment and economics agreements boosted productivity levels, Bulgaria became the 

exception. There was no oil to be extracted from Bulgaria and therefore the massive investments 

in refinery that occurred in Romania and Hungary did not happen. Neither did it have an 

established steel or heavy engineering industry that the Germans could exploit. Although there 

was a small boom from the end of the 1930s unti11942 due to the increase in processed foods 

and tobacco, the majority of the 1930s witnessed a decline in productivity. 
60 

The Soviet Union 

would later take a different approach to aid the Bulgarian economy, which only aided to the ease 

of acceptance for the Communists. 

In the initial months of WWII Bulgaria stayed neutral with the intent of not having to be 

a but still annex it as rightly particularly Macedonia. 

neutrality, however, did not last long and by the middle of 1941 Bulgaria was officially an 

ally along with Eastern European powers of Hungary and Romania. This was concurrent with the 

invasion of Yugoslavia and Greece, both of which held territories greatly desired by Bulgaria. 

The Yugoslav invasion and dissection was mainly between Germany and Italy and through this, 

Bulgaria was able to annex Macedonia and part of Greece in April1941 while using its forces to 

occupy the territory at Hitler's request. Although Bulgaria was officially an Axis power and 

therefore an adversary of the Soviet Union, tensions never truly developed and diplomatic 

relations were never severed between the two historically affectionate countries. King Boris III 

used the concept of pan-Slavism as the excuse never to formally declare war on the Soviet 
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Union, despite Hitler's bullying attempts. However, Boris was unable to keep Germany from 

using Bulgar territory to move forces into other countries he wished to invade. He was also 

unable to create any argument valid enough to persuade Hitler away from his declaration that 

Bulgaria needed to formally declare war on the United States and Britain. Subsequently, 

Bulgaria officially proclaimed war on the two Allied Nations on December 13, 1941. Within 

months, there was a joint declaration within the United States Congress against Bulgaria, 

"Declaring that a state of war exists between the Government of Bulgaria and the Government 

and the people of the United States and making provisions to prosecute the same."
61 

Over the 

following years they continuously bombed the major cities. 

Boris's political astuteness allowed him to ensure Bulgaria only participated to the extent 

of its national interests. During the beginning of the war, he used the aid he was receiving from 

Germany to focus on the previously-declining economy. Combined with the increases in 

productivity due to the German need for tobacco and processed foods, Boris's government 

"promoted the expansion of intensively cultivated fiber, oil-bearing, industrial, garden, and 

invested generously in agriculture-related processing industries"
62

. Although the country 

continued its predominant focus in agriculture, Boris's policies improved the agricultural sector 

by intensively involving more labor, land, and capital which resulted in higher levels of peasant 

prosperity. This placed Bulgaria at, agriculturally, a higher standing as it was about to enter its 

Communist era. 

In 1943 the country was thrown into turmoil as Boris unexpectedly died. This led to a 

political vacuum, as well as the subsequent governments' search for a way out of the war while 
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retaining its annexations. As the war drew to an end, Bulgaria was thrown into more chaos as 

Romania rapidly switched sides in 1944 to the Allies, while Sofia simultaneously dealt with the 

Fatherland Front staging minimal guerilla warfare against the state per the orders of Moscow. As 

the Red Army was marching to aid the Fatherland Front, the Bulgar government began to 

approach the United States and Britain about an armistice. Three days after a pro-Western 

government took over Bulgaria on September 2, 1944, the Soviet Union invaded. An armistice 

was implemented on September 9 which formally acknowledged the government, even though 

this government was to be overthrown the same day by the Fatherland Front. 

The Communists in Bulgaria originated as a conglomeration of parties, including the 

Social Democrats and the Agrarian Parties. It was a fairly hollow party at its inception of power 

but it acted as decisively as did the Communists in Yugoslavia. As a defeated power, Bulgaria 

was stripped once again of the territories it had annexed and was limited by rights of wartime 

to political and "'""''-'''"'"'-'·, ...... ...., 

and British were attempting to forcefully exert themselves in overseeing Bulgarian post-war 

reconstruction. The opposition to the Fatherland Front was led by Nikola Petkov who, despite the 

fact that he was a founder of the Front, he opposed the communist manipulation of it. A coalition 

was not able to be established and it had to be decided electorally who was to rule. The 

Communist win over Petkov in 194 7 reflected their genuine popularity and impressive 

organizational skills. The intense scrutiny from the Americans and British during immediate post 

war reconstruction delayed the beginnings of the socialist path for Bulgaria but once the 

Communists gained political control, they were set on the socialist path. 
63 

The intense communal 

history of Bulgaria meant that the Bulgarians were open to the agriculture collectivization 
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policies of the Communists and the historically good relations with Russia meant there was no 

underlying animosity towards Communism in general. The people welcomed a government set 

in a communal philosophy with emphasis on land reform and building of the agriculture sector. 

Although the Bulgarian Communists would later become quite violent, initially the party and its 

power was extremely well received. 
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Chapter 4: Historical Relationships with Russia and Its Influence 

Even before the evolution of the nation-state, the ethnicities of the different European 

countries have survived the multiplicities of wars between those tribes, which evolved into 

empires, and finally countries. The relationships between the countries throughout Europe have 

living memories that go back centuries, which make old wounds incredibly difficult to heal. 

Conversely, friendly ties reach back the same distance which makes certain ethnicities very 

willing to embrace new philosophies and ideologies if they are rooted in a favorable country. 

Although Karl Marx was German and lived as upper middle class in Prussia, his revolutionary 

philosophy, Marxism, was the driving force behind the socialist revolutions that overwhelmed 

multiple nations in the 20th Century, most notably Russia. After the Bolsheviks were successful 

in establishing a Communist regime in 1922 following the Russian Civil War, the Soviet Union 

began to emerge as a major world power that eventually broke from an alliance with the United 

States to rival them in what is called the Cold War. To the west of the Eastern European 

countries, autocracy in Germany was flourishing while the attempts at democracy were failing 

greatly throughout the Eastern European countries. Although there was a major shift to 

authoritarianism throughout these following the Great Depression, a '-"V.U.U ........ u ..... .., .. 

presence had also been established in Poland, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia. Despite the historical 

animosity between Poland and Russia, Poland actually had a dominant and strong Communist 

Poland that was banned early on within the country. The background of the relationship between 

each country's ethnicities provide the initial backdrop for how Communism would be received 

by the masses because regardless of whether or not the Communists were home bred, by nature 

of being Communist the party would be associated with Moscow. 
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I. Poland 

Poland is the most unique compared to Bulgaria and Yugoslavia because of the 

distinctive acrimony that has plagued Polish-Russian relations for the majority of Polish history. 

Although there are centuries of buildup of Polish resentment, this really came to hilt in 1772 

when Prussia, Austria and Russia decided to partition the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth into 

three sections over the next twenty-three years in order to alleviate any possibility of one of three 

gaining dominance in Poland. The First Partition witnessed a loss of a full third of Polish 

population and a quarter of its territory. Political uprisings spurred the following two partitions .. 

This final segmentation of Poland finalized the disappearance of the Polish state for the next one 

hundred and fifty years. During this time, it was up to the three dominant powers to ensure there 

would be no Polish revivalism or development of nationalism, and to destroy it if there was. 

Also unique to Poland was its dominant class of nobility, which proved very difficult to 

be co-opted within the Russian partition. In exchange for cooperation in administratively running 

the now Russian territory, Polish elites continued to keep domination in local administrative jobs 

as well as securing Polish as the language for the administration as well as the justice system. 

However, the Russians had no qualms about eliminating any nobles who attempted to resist 

Russian rule. Moreover, there was a practiced toleration for Polish and Lithuanian Catholics. 

This toleration was absolutely not extended to the Uniate Ukrainians and Belorussians, who the 

Orthodox Russians saw as renegade Orthodox and treated them with open hostility. While there 

was a solid minority in the annexed territories, Polish remained as the dominant cultural presence 

throughout these areas. The nobility also went along with the Russian Empire's efforts towards 

modernization and liberalization because they reasoned that these efforts would advance both 
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their efforts at liberation as well as the modernization of their own territories. 
64 

Although the 

elite were not suffering harshly under the new Russian rule, this was only a great minority of 

Poles. Despite certain agricultural revivals in Polish grain-growing regions, overall this Russian 

rule was not favorable to Polish advancements. In "urban centres in most of the Russian Partition 

languished, affected by increased taxation and the general inefficiency of the Russian economy; 

what meager manufacturing had arisen in the old Commonwealth, cut off from the original 

sources of raw materials, withered" 65
. There was also a massive increase in labor service, which 

resulted in peasants being treated more as transferrable property than actual people. They also 

paid more taxes and were liable to up to twenty-years in the Russian army. 

As nationalism began to develop throughout the world, which was one of the driving 

forces behind World War One (WWI), it also began to actualize in the three Polish partitions. 

Despite the differing conditions under the Austrians, Prussians, and Russians, there was a 

common desire for a Polish state that would not be manipulated by their neighbors. By this 

the Poles had enough of being dominated by others, especially their manipulative neighbors to 

the east. At the conclusion ofWWI, President Woodrow Fourteen Points defended self 

determination, significantly dedicating one point to the creation of a Polish state. Although the 

Communist Party began quite early within Poland and developed quite a following, its 

connection to Russia was not the main issue during the interwar period. This time period was 

marked by internal ethno-political turmoil and economic challenges. However, these problems 

did not stop Poland from being wary of the Soviets. In 1932 the Poles and Soviets signed a pact 

of nonaggression and renewed the pact's intent three years later. Unfortunately, Stalin was 
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double dealing Poland the entire time and was drawing up plans with Hitler to invade and once 

again destroy the country by partitioning it. The Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact contained a secret 

agreement at the end of the treaty to invade and divide Poland. It was composed of four articles: 

Article I. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement in the areas belonging to 

the Baltic States (Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), the northern boundary of Lithuania 

shall represent the boundary of the spheres of influence of Germany and U.S.S.R. In this 

connection the interest of Lithuania in the Vilna area is recognized by each party. 

Article II. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement of the areas belonging 

to the Polish state, the spheres of influence of Germany and the U.S.S.R. shall be 

bounded approximately by the line of the rivers Narev, Vistula and San. The question of 

whether the interests of both parties make desirable the maintenance of an independent 

Polish States and how such a state should be bounded can only be definitely determined 

course political any event both 

resolve this question by means of a friendly agreement. 

Article Ill. With regard to Southeastern Europe attention is called by the Soviet side to its 

interest in Bessarabia. The German side ...... .., .......... ._ ,..,..., its complete political ｾ＠ ... J ...... "''"'" ..., .... ._. ... ...,._,U' 

these areas. 

Article IV. This protocol shall be treated by both parties as strictly secret.
66 

When Poland was invaded in 1939, the Poles saw this as a major backstabbing and betrayal on 

behalf of the Russians. 

World War Two (WWII) saw a complete destruction of all of the industrial and economic 

gains that Poland had developed during the interwar period. Both the western German partition 
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and eastern Russian partition witnessed autocratic behavior and massive decimations of the 

populations. As the war drew to a close, the Soviets and Communists had a very tenuous hold 

over political power. The Communists by nature were connected to Moscow, which represented 

betrayal and centuries of oppression to the Polish people. Another major issue was actualized in 

the differences between the dominant atheism of the Soviet Union versus the predominance of 

Roman Catholicism within Poland. However, the Soviet Union was also the only way that the 

Polish dream of the re-annexation of its lost western lands would be realized. The war also 

witnesses the destruction of the traditional intelligentsia, which aided in the breakdown of 

resistance to Soviet interference. Furthermore, while the Soviet Union sponsors, both military 

and civil, were actively present in Poland, the United States and Britain were not. This left 

Poland susceptible to the communist influence from the Soviets. Initially in the Polish Workers 

Party (PWP) there was a distinctive lack of any leaders of genuine popularity or dynamic 

achievement. Yet because of the interference of the Soviets, the Communist Party in Poland 

began to grow and become more powerful. With the aid of the Soviets, the Communists were 

able to take over the Ministry of Security and the Ministry for the Regained Territories, which 

was the office heading the extensive patronage apparatus for the distribution in the newly 

annexed lands. Despite the historical animosity between the two countries, the communists in the 

Soviet Union became crucial in the initial growth of the PWP throughout the Polish 

government. 
67 
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II. Yugoslavia 

Although for the entirety of the 19th Century and into the beginning of the 20th Century 

Poland did not have an actual country, there was still the overall Polish ethnicity that hoped for a 

reunification. For Yugoslavia, this was not the case. At the conclusion ofWWI, Yugoslavia was 

created originally as the Kingdom Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes. Similar to Poland, Yugoslavia 

was intended to be an actualization of Wilson's agenda of self determination. King Alexander I 

renamed the country as the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, meaning the Kingdom of the South Slavs. 

While the country was in eighty-four percent Slavic that did not mean that there was 

homogeneity within that majority. Religion cut decisive lines through the Slavs, as the Croats 

and Slovenes tended to be Catholic while the Serbs, Montenegrins, and Macedonians were 

normally Orthodox. In actuality, the country's religious make up was about forty percent 

Catholic and percent Orthodox.68 The composition was largely 

The Serbs, held onto the largest majority, used this politically to manipulate situations to 

their benefits. Among the others were the Croats, who were the primary opposition to the Serbs 

po li ti call y, Macedonians, and Bosnians. 

What drew this multiplicity of ethnicities together was the overall idea of pan-Slavism 

which "posited that all Slav peoples had a common cultural identity, despite the obvious 

differences of language, and in the case of West Slavs and some South Slavs, religion". 
69 

This 

concept was developed in the 18th Century and the crucial part of its idea was that Russia would 

be the leader, a 'big brother', the driving force behind the creation of a pan-Slav nation. This was 
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based on the belief in the innate superiority of the Russian state and culture, which would 

influence the ultimate pan-Slavic state to make it better. The problem at the time of inception of 

this idea in the 1700s was that the Russian autocracy despised nationalism and saw it as a threat 

to their rule. 
70 

However, as nationalism began to be a force among the Slavic people, the people 

acknowledged that a unified Slav state was the only way to be economically competitive. 
71 

This 

growing desire of a state came out of the older conception of pan-Slavism, which Russia had 

used as an excuse to get involved in the affairs of the Ottoman Empire and weaken it throughout 

the 19th Century. While there was never a time period longer than a few short years of ethno

political stability, each of the ethnicities within the Slav community possessed the preference to 

the Russians, as all of the saw it as being a protector of the Slavs. 

However, as Communism developed and took over, the country did not look for 

Moscow's aid and guidance, but rather desired to be viewed as an equal in the Communist 

community. Tito led an indigenous revolution that began in the countryside based mainly on the 

peasants and followed with a conquest of the urban centers. From the beginning Tito made it 

evident that he desired to be independent from Moscow, Stalin could have intervened but 

allowed him to keep his leadership. Postwar Yugoslavia saw a dictatorship employing ruthless 

techniques while following the same Communist path the other Eastern European countries were 

taking. By 1945 Tito had completely consolidated power through political oppression and 

revenge against rival collaborators. By the beginning of 194 7 there was no political life to be had 

outside of the Communist Party. economically Tito maintained no connection to Moscow. 

Stalin began to dislike this level of independence, especially in the foreign policy sphere. Tito 
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wanted to form a Balkan Confederation which would unite Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. This union 

would essentially take care of the ethnic problems with Macedonia, and would include Albania, 

which also fixed the issues with Kosovo. Stalin prematurely rejected this solution for the Balkan 

problems in 1945 although he did support the idea of a confederation. That year Stalin ordered 

Tito and Dimitrov to come to Moscow and though Dimitrov went, Tito sent others in his place. 

Stalin criticized this delegation for keeping Yugoslavia's foreign policies secret from him and 

then demanded that Tito appear at an international meeting. Tito refused to be dictated to and 

this left Stalin two choices: leave Yugoslavia under the independent reign ofTito or to invade 

and overthrow him. Initially Stalin attempted to have Yugoslav communists loyal to Moscow 

overthrow Tito but this did not work. Before deciding to allow Yugoslavia to follow its own 

path, Stalin ordered the Red Army on a path to Yugoslav but decided last minute to stop short of 

invading. From this point on, Tito was mainly free of Stalin and Moscow interference. 
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III. Bulgaria 

Unlike Yugoslavia, which was created from many ethnicities within the South Slavic 

community, the country of Bulgaria possesses as long of a history as Poland, except it has 

remained overall intact. Moreover, Bulgaria also has an extensive history of affinity with Russia. 

For the majority of the 18th and 19th Centuries, however, Bulgaria was under Ottoman rule and 

unlike many of its Eastern European counterparts in the same position, the majority of ethnic 

Bulgarians were in closer proximity to the Ottoman capital. Bulgaria also did not possess a 

strong nobility, unlike Poland. The Bulgarian peasantry was scattered across several provinces 

but they, largely, remained an Orthodox underclass.
72 

As was the case with the other Slavs, the 

Russian autocracy saw itself as the guardian of the Balkan population, especially those that were 

Orthodox. Moreover, most Bulgarians welcomed this Russian protection. Because of this, the 

Russians engaged in capitulatory agreements with the Ottomans, which allowed all of the 

Eastern European Orthodox citizens to be under Russian protection, rather than being considered 

under Ottoman rule. The Russians had multiple reasons for doing this, but primarily they entered 

into these agreements to weaken the Ottoman Empire and to protect the people they saw it was 

their duty to defend. Due to Russia, Bulgaria gained independence from the Ottomans in 1878. 

Russia played an intricate part in the redevelopment of the nation, through drafting the finalized 

constitution and handpicking Alexander ofBattenberg to become the first ruler. However, 

economic issues plagued the country up until WWI, in which it allied itself with the losing side. 

The interwar period saw Bulgaria trying to reshape itself economically, due to it being an 

overwhelming agrarian nation. Communism began relatively early during the interwar period, 
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due largely to a combination of good relations with the Soviets and a historical prevalence of 

communal policies. Although Bulgaria was officially a belligerent in WWII, mainly due to the 

economic manipulation by Hitler, King Boris III would never declare war upon the Soviet 

Union, citing historical affection as the reason. During WWII, the Fatherland Front began to 

participate in guerilla warfare tactics to demonstrate the opposition of being an Axis ally. The 

Fatherland Front was comprised of the Communists, the minorities sections in Agrarian and 

Social Democratic parties and the Zveno group of intellectuals and reserve officers, but the 

Communists were the strongest within the Front. The majority of the Agrarians and Social 

Democrats refused to participate in the Front's wartime efforts, which caused them to become 

organizationally banned after the war once the Communists took power.
73 

In the last year of the 

war the Soviets invaded and occupied Bulgaria, resulting in the Communists having even more 

power. Although they used political oppression as well as rigged election, there was no mass 

or strong that the party had to was only to 

the fact that historically, the two nations were close and the Bulgarians always looked up to 

Russia. Although throughout the course of the Communist regime tensions and resentment 

emerged from Bulgaria they remained at cobelligerent which caused them to 

all territory gained during the war, it was not due to deteriorating relations with the Russians that 

caused issues for the Communists in Bulgaria. 
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Chapter ｆｩｶ･ｾ＠ The Local Communist Party 

While there are many crucial factors regarding the emergence of Communism within a 

country, there is nothing more important than the development and early actions of the actual 

local Communist Party itself. Although many people believed that the Soviets and the Red Army 

forced the Eastern European countries to adopt a Communist system, in many of these states 

there was an established party before Soviet occupation during World War Two (WWII). In 

reality, the number of countries which already had Communist Parties greatly outweighed those 

countries which did not. Though each of these parties took different paths to build their bases 

and develop as a functioning political option, they all had one key feature in common: they 

appealed to the national sentiments of the either the majority ethnicity, or the country as a whole. 

This was done differently within each of the states, which allowed them to gain popular support. 

These parties needed that support so there was no immediate backlash when the Soviets, both 

politically and militarily, supported Communist-regime installments, in the majority of the 

countries, at the conclusion ofWWII. 
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I. Poland 

Although a historical bitter animosity has flourished between Poland and Russia, this did 

not stop socialism from developing at the first sign of industrialization. For the majority of the 

decades leading up to the 20th Century, Poland did not actually exist as a state but rather was 

severed into three partitions dominated by its neighbors: the Russians, the Austrians, and the 

Prussians. The end of the century saw witness to the beginnings of industrialization and a 

growing urban population. This was concentrated in Warsaw and between 1882 and 1890 the 

numbers of factories within the city doubled while the number of factory workers increased 

concurrently by three hundred and fifty percent.
74 

Warsaw was centered in the Russian partition, 

which created economic difficulties for the new industries. At the same time Poland was trying 

to industrialize Russia was as well, which affected the policies of both. Economically Poland was 

controlled by the Russians and while the historical protectionist policies were favoring the 

growing industry, it sooner became a hindrance when the Polish industry became nothing more 

than a stimulus for the Russian industrialization. example instead of importing oil from 

Galicja, Poles were forced to import from Baku to help promote the sector there. As more 

policies were put in place to aid Russia, producers in Poland were beginning to have to cut costs 

to compete which resulted in a growing, discontented unemployed sector. 
75 

A recession in the 

early years of the 20th Century only added to these economic hardships. 

The Poliska Partia Socjalistyczna (PPS), translated as the Polish Socialist Party, had 

already been established and was growing by the conclusion of the 19th Century. This was 

largely due to the head of the Central Workers' Committee, JozefPilsudski. Although he was not 
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a Marxist economically, he believed that a socialist movement would be the way to win national 

independence through the revolution purported by Marx against autocratic Russia. The PPS was 

able to organize thousands of workers, and while this was still comparatively small, it earned the 

both support of the Polish socialists in Poznania and Galica and their financial backing. Although 

they were gaining strength in numbers and support, the PPS was soon to be undermined from 

within by Feliks Dzierzynski. Dzierzynski's issue with the PPS was its focus on nationalism and 

how it divided the worker. In his separate notes he took during PPS meetings, he wrote 

"nationalist propaganda plays into the hands of the government, not only because it divides our 

party, but also the Polish proletariat from the Russian and Jewish ... We therefore consider that 

the PPS is on the wrong road with its slogan of struggle for the independence of Poland." 76 

While he began to form coalition parties, called the Social Demcracy of the Kingdom of Poland 

and Lithuania (SDKPiL), the main issue with Dzierzynski remained that he believed the desire 

a Polish state was a utopian idea and that it would simply hurt the workers. the new party 

he formed grew, it began to splinter between due to the rigidity and dictatorial leadership of the 

Zarzad Glowny (the ZG), which was the Main Directorate of the SDKPiL. Those who believed 

they were true Leninists were disgusted by the vocal condemnations of Lenin's organizational 

practices and the party began to splinter.
77 

The party completely collapsed during World War 

One (WWI), which resulted in a Polish state created just as Pilsudski always desired. 

The conclusion of the First Great War saw the creation of a Polish state per President's 

Wilson dictation in his Fourteen Points. The new Polish country would be the materialization of 

his belief in self determination. Unfortunately, the young creation had a multiplicity of minorities 

76 
Blobaum, Feliks Dzierzynski and the SDKPiL, 64. 

77 
Blobaum, Feliks Dzierynski and the SDKPiL, 193-195. 

67 



which would prove troublesome to both the growing Communist movement and to the overall 

political stability. The socialist movement was not daunted by WWI, although it once again split. 

The socialist PPS under Pilsudski' s leadership continued as did the Communist Party, branched 

out of the SDKPil which would be renamed the Communist Party of Poland (the KKP). However 

the KKP was illegalized in 1920 after the Red Army was approaching Vistula intending to 

invade the Polish capital. This created too great of a negative associate between the KKP and the 

Red Army and all Polish Communists were then seen as traitors. 

Communism in Poland would greatly be influenced by its future leader who would stand 

up to Stalin, Wladyslaw Gomulka. Gomulka was born when Poland did not have a physical state 

and so he was driven by the same nationalistic passion that drove Pilsudski. He was also raised 

socialist by a father who worked in the oil industry and was embittered against the capitalist 

system. His father, Jan, believed that capitalism exploited children and it led to destitution and 

poverty. Gomulka became a dedicated Marxist before he even entered the political realm. IS 

important because due to his Marxism, he felt the abnormal affinity for the Soviet Union but his 

Polish nationalism also played a crucial part in his ideology.
78 

This would be what allowed him 

resist Stalin and promote Poland as a separate entity from the Soviets. The Polish Communists 

were the same and the Soviets had realized that they would only gain their cooperation by 

supporting an independent Poland. 

Although socialism was so intricately linked to the Soviets, it turned into a philosophy of 

that appealed to the masses. Poland was exploited in a sense and the gap between the rich and the 

poor was staggering. Gomulka, in his late teens, joined the PPS but was soon expelled due to his 

criticism of the right-wing leadership driven by Pilsudski. In 1926 the 21 year old joined the 
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KKP and was soon arrested for the first time. Days later the Pilsudski coup occurred and 

Gomulka was released within a few months. Afterwards, he went to Warsaw for a year to begin 

to organize strikes and then continued this back in Cracow. He joined the Chemical Union but 

Pilsudski' s coup witnessed the trade unions move away from Communism and the far left, and 

the Chemical Union was expelled from the Union of Professional Activities. This decision was 

by the Trade Unions' Central Commission (the KCZZ) which was controlled by the Socialists. It 

is important to understand that in Poland there was a definitive difference between the 

Communists and the Socialists and the Socialist government under Pilsudski did not want 

Communism to thrive. It, however, did. Gomulka began to rise to power and in 1929 he was 

elected to the Party's Central Committee. His popularity was beginning to spread and this was 

largely due to the fact that instead of speaking at parliamentary tribunes, he spoke at workers' 

gatherings or at illegal mass meetings. The KKP was led by intellectuals who preferred to focus 

on underground journalism and propagation. Communism already had an uphill battle due to its 

association with the Soviet Union. The KKP leaders being more intellectual rather than working 

class simply added to the problems facing the party. Gomulka was not a favorite of the leaders, 

which is no surprise that he was rather a favorite of the proletariat. 
79 

when he would 

rule, Gomulka never focused on the intellectualism of Communism but rather practical uses and 

how it could benefit the workers. Within the 1930s he would be arrested twice more; one time 

for an imprisonment of two years in 1932 and then for his aid in preparation for miner strikes in 

Chropaczowa in Silesia in March 1936. This jail sentence saw him imprisoned until the outbreak 

of WWII. The war and the occupation by the enemies would allow him an audience that would 

grow large enough that there was no large resistance to the eventual Communist takeover. 
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The KKP was interesting in composition in that it was led by intellectuals, not workers. It 

also was not dominated before WWII by Poles. In 1932 over fifty percent of the party was 

intellectuals and only ten percent were workers. Also, some estimates have the party being sixty 

percent Jewish despite the fact that there was barely any assimilation of Jews during interwar 

Poland. The internationality of Communistn is what attracted the Jews to the growing 

movement. 
80 

The party had made many mistakes, burning ties with both Pilsudski by initially 

attacking his regime and with Stalin when the majority supported Trotsky over Stalin to succeed 

Lenin. With all of its issues, it eventually dissolved right before the outbreak ofWWII. The 

dissolution was first proposed to Stalin in a letter by Georgi Dimitrov, the future leader of the 

Bulgarian Communist regime, who attached the Comintern's resolution. The resolution argued 

"Polish fascism, unable to cope with the growing mass revolutionary movement by means of 

overt terror alone, has made espionage, sabotage, and provocation the major tool of its struggle 

[having] poisoned 

entire political and life in Poland with this foul system."
81 

Through the Comintem, Stalin 

dissolved the KKP in 1938 on the premise that there were too many of his enemies for the party 

to be helpfu1.
82 

Within a year, Poland was at war. Due to the panic that was caused by Germany so 

quickly being near Warsaw, prisoners were able to escape and this included Gomulka who still 

had his own supporters. Poland was soon divided between the Soviets and Germany. The Soviet 

side was quickly filled with Communist leadership and most of the Communists in the western 

section under Germany traveled to the Soviet partition, including Gomulka. Unfortunately the 
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hostility that had already been established between the Russian Communists and the Polish 

Communists had not dissolved and that Polish Communists were seen as potential enemies. It 

was not just the Polish Communists who suffered however. Poles by the masses were being 

arrested and punished according to their social class: the 'ruling' class was being deported and 

anyone who could be classified as being in service positions to this ruling class was arrested. 

This servant class included policemen, postmen, clerks, and any similar occupation. Gomulka's 

prison time is what saved him, for the Soviets viewed him as 'clean'. The numbers of 

Communists in the German section were being destroyed, as was the Polish population in 

general.83 

The war quickly dissolved into chaos as the Nazis attacked the Soviet Union in 1941 and 

three weeks later the Soviets signed an alliance with the West. The war's focus was now against 

fascism. The Polish Communists used this confusion to start a new movement, with the backing 

of the However, Stalin would still not allow free rein to Polish Communists. The first 

thing the Poles decided they needed was a new name to disassociate themselves with past 

failures and discriminations. They wanted to win popularity by "appealing to Polish raison 

d'etat, by stressing the need for friendship and military alliance both during and after the war 

with the Soviet Union."
84 

The word 'Communism' was officially banned from all of their 

propaganda and they renamed themselves the Polish Workers Warty, the PPR, which was 

personally suggested by Dimitrov. However, this was not working at first. In general, the Poles 

were incredibly anti-Russian and were enjoying seeing the Germans beating the Soviets in the 

beginning of the war. In fact the Polish partition was becoming the heart of the growing German 
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empire and essential to Nazi communication. More issues came from the growing animosity 

between the Home Army and the Communists. 

It was near the end of 1942 when things started to turn around for the Polish 

Communists. Gomulka was raised to the second highest position in the PPR. However, the 

Communists were quickly starting to become more resistant to the London government in exile 

because many of its members were responsible for the arrests of many of the former Communist 

leaders. However, Gomulka was put in charge in 1943 to begin peace talks with the exiled 

government and soon talks among the London groups, the Home Army, and the PPR with their 

People's Guard began in order to create a unified anti-German front. The talks began badly and 

soon it was clear there would be no cooperation between the Home Army and the Communists. 

The London government was also not on good terms with the Communists for it was anti

Communist and unfriendly. The PPR went on the offense and began to claim the London 

government was unrepresentative and illegitimate because its claimed legality rested on the 

constitution formed by Pilsudski's dictatorship, and therefore actually illegal.85 

In was in the summer of 1943 that the PPR truly started challenging the London 

government and started to claim influence for the future government of Poland. The Home Army 

began underground journalistic attacks against the Communists and even began calling the 

Communists the number one threat over the Nazis. Poles in general were still unconvinced by the 

Communists, despite Gomulka' s efforts through publishing party beliefs such as freedom of 

speech, conscience, press and assembly. However the rest of 1943 witnessed nothing but .., ........ u .... .._, ..... 

for both Poland and the Communists. For the Communists, leadership within the party was 

replaced again, resulting in Gomulka being elected Secretary on November 23, 1943. While 
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Stalin, Gomulka and the PPR were frustrated with the London government, Stalin saw that it was 

also growing to irritate Churchill. He was finding them overbearing and unaccommodating. He 

was also realizing that the Slavic people and lands were foreign to him at the same time Stalin 

began calling for not only an independent Poland, but also one that was friendly to the Soviet 

Union. 

Concurrently, Gomulka began a campaign to gain sympathizers for the Communists. He 

realized that while they were not popular, they could overcome the hatred. This proved not to be 

too difficult. The PPR's membership was only a few thousand in early 1943 but under Gomulka, 

membership expanded to 20,000 in 1944 and to 160,000 in 1945.
86 

The PPR appealed to reason 

and to the Poles who realized that since Poland was geographically east, it was bound to Russian 

influence after the war. Moreover, any aid that would come from the West would be overcome 

by the fact that any military meeting between the East and West would be in Germany and 

therefore, the Red Army would soon pass through Poland and occupy all of it. People began 

seeing the PPR as the strongest party option and since they could not beat them, they started to 

join. When the socialist government cloaked in parliamentary democracy began to take over, the 

support of the Poles transferred and remained steady. It was because of Gomulka this occurred. 

While he deeply believed in Marxism for the country, he did not want the Soviet Union to 

control Polish affairs and this is where he differed from other members of the party. His eventual 

position of vice-Premier of Poland was welcomed and he gained mass support. It became his 

goal to prove to the people that one could be both a nationalist and a Communist. 
87 
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II. Yugoslavia 

Similar to Poland in that pre-1919, Yugoslavia did not exist as a country and its creation 

is due to Wilson's self determination agenda. However, it is impossible to truly compare the two 

after because Poland had in its history been an independent nation and there were the Polish 

people who, divided amongst three large empires, had a growing desire to unite their country. 

This partitioning of their country greatly increased the existing animosity the Poles held towards 

the Russians, for Russia was one of the three states to dismember the country to serve its own 

interests. This was not the case for Yugoslavia. Its creation in 1919 was the first of its kind and it 

was intended to unite the Southern Slavs. This contained a multiplicity of ethnicities, including 

the Macedonians, Slovenes, Croats, Serbs, Albanians, and Montenegrins. The histories of each of 

these nationalities all have episodes of intense occupation and domination by Europeans, the 

Russians, or even each other. The two largest ethnicities, the Croats and the Serbs, are similar in 

that they both "survived hundreds of years of domination by feeding on heroic legends past 

empires ... this historic consciousness solidified their sense of 'nationhood' i.e., separateness from 

each other. Although this consciousness was essential for keeping a nation together, it became 

hugely detrimental when the two attempted to coexist during the Yugoslav experiment. The 

driving force for the Slavs in the creation of this unified country was the concept of pan-Slavism. 

This concept dates back to the 1860s, with the Russians leading the movement. German 

romanticism influenced the development of intellectualism and culture at the time, which led 

many cultured leaders to desire a creation of pan-South Slav nation. This romanticism made 

people believe that the traditional divisions between religion and language were natural for 

peoples that were so closely related. The domination of the Habsburg Empire added political 
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attractiveness to the situation, for it did not seem possible that any of the individual nationalities 

could achieve independence without mutual cooperation or external support. The fact that the 

Russians were pushing this idea aided greatly to its development since many of the cultural 

leaders of the individual ethnicities studied together in Vienna. Unfortunately, there was no 

major group attracted to the idea enough at the time to use pan-Slavism as a means of 

liberation. 
89 

In 1919, the country was not known as Yugoslavia but rather as the Kingdom of Serbs, 

Croats, and Slovenes. The name was limited to these three nationalities because they were the 

majority of the constituents. Despite Wilson's hope for self determination and the background of 

pan-Slavism, the newly formed country was ripe with ethno-political tensions and religious 

divisions. The Serbs held the majority and used this to manipulate the political scene towards 

their favor. There was a major rift between the Serbs, who wanted a Unitarian state dominated by 

and desired a federation so their smaller nation was not taken 

advantage of by the Serbs. There was a radical portion of the Croats who would accept nothing 

less than an independent Croatian state. The Ustashi developed as a fascist, anti-Yugoslavia 

Croat movement that often employed terroristic tactics. While this was a major division, it was 

not the only one to exist. There were historical issues between many of the smaller ethnicities 

that added to the turmoil that was growing within the new country. 

Politically, the usual parties that were present through Eastern Europe also established 

themselves in Yugoslavia. These parties included a peasant party, an agrarian party, a socialist 

party, and the Communist party. In the Election of 1920 there was a decent amount of support 

for the Communist Party, which was growing in support. The Yugoslav party, unlike in Poland 
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in which there were issues because the party was not dominated by Poles, was the party that 

wanted diversity within its ranks. The party was dedicated to an overall nationalism, divergent to 

the ethnic-focus that was dominating politics at the time. The Yugoslavia Communist Party 

(CPY) was "the only major party whose appeal transcended ethnic and regional particularism. 

They alone affirmed the existence of a Yugoslav nation at a time when official nomenclature was 

still committed to the distinctiveness of its Serbian, Croatian, and Slovene parts."
90 

This is an 

essential component of the CPY because this would later translate into Josip Broz's, also known 

as Tito, slogan of 'Unity and Brotherhood' which would aid him in his quest to unite Yugoslavia 

under his Communist regime. 

Although there was initial support for Communism, an assassination attempt on the king 

in 1920 blamed on the Communists led to their banning until after the creation of the new a 

constitution. The constitution was voted upon and passed in 1921, despite the oppositions of the 

seated Communist legislators. Although ban was supposed to be only temporary, some 

radical members of the party reacted negatively and assassinated the minister of the interior, 

Mil orad Draskovic. Not only did this result in a permanent ban that persisted until 1941, this also 

reduced the Communists' overall popularity and support. This drove the Communists 

underground until their domination of the country after WWII. The rest of the interwar period for 

Yugoslavia was marked with increasing political turmoil and economic hardships. The country 

experienced a dictatorship that lasted from the end of the 1920s until King Alexander's 

assassination in the mid-1930s. Despite his authoritarian rule, Alexander had temporarily 
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suspended the growing tensions and was starting to improve the economy. However, due to his 

refusal to bend to the Croat separatist demands, he was murdered at the bidding of the Ustashi.
91 

When WWII broke out, no Communist party existed within Yugoslavia. There were, 

however, home-grown Communists who believed in the earlier party's focus on national unity 

and a movement that spanned ethnic lines. One of these Communists was the Croat peasant Tito. 

Tito used the chaos created by the war to slowly build a Communist regime and consolidate 

power. Tito had the advantage because with a revolutionary takeover, there was no need to create 

and sustain a large, genuine constituency which needed a party for leadership. Tito and his 

Communist army were able to concurrently fight the civil war that had broken out after the 

invasion of Yugoslavia as well as drive the German occupiers out. In the process of setting up his 

new state, Tito was determined to do two things: gain the support of the people and to not make 

the same mistakes of the royal administration. Therefore he set up a paper creation of a federal 

system which provided equal rights to citizens in national republics: Croatia, Slovenia, 

Montenegro, Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Serbia. Kosovo also became an autonomous 

region due to Tito. Although Tito was essentially a Unitarian, he believed there was a different 

path to take to a united nation. His Communists believed that "the creation of a new 

supranational 'universal' culture was fully compatible with the flourishing of individual 'national 

cultures' in a particular multiethnic country."
92 

This created the best of both worlds: a unified 

culture would exist but it did not seek to destroy individual cultures in the process. Tito' s 

dedication to a Yugoslav nation as well as the protection of the different ethnicities that 

composed the country made his Communist regime popular with the masses. This was only 
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intensified when he successfully stood up to Moscow and refused to put Soviet interests ahead of 

Yugoslav interests. 
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III. Bulgaria 

Bulgaria is interesting in the sense that it has the deepest and strongest ties historically to 

Russia. It is one the smallest countries in Eastern Europe and one of the least industrialized. This 

lack of industrialization and intense history of agrarian life gave rise to a societal communalism 

that did not exist in Poland or Yugoslavia. Since Bulgaria is over eighty percent ethnically 

Bulgarian and Orthodox, the ethnic conflictions that existed in many of the other states were not 

present exist here. While Communism developed as a political doctrine before its social ideas in 

Poland, it was the opposite in Bulgaria. The communal nature of the villages translated often into 

national legislation but it was never called Communism. However, the Bulgarian Communist 

Party (BCP) developed quickly following the conclusion of WWI. The BCP developed out of the 

Social Democratic Party and took its own name in 1919. This led it to be one of the first parties 

to associate itself with the Soviet Union. The historical good relations between Bulgaria and 

Russia meant that these new party resulted no opposition, but rather were accepted. 

There were no barriers that had to be overcome for a Russian influence to be readily received 

within Bulgaria. Within a year of the BCP creating its own party separate from the Social 

Democrats, it became the second largest political party within Bulgaria.
93 

Unfortunately for 

party, like in Poland, it did not survive the entirety of the interwar period .After the rightist coup 

d'etat against the peasant government in 1923, the BCP decided upon a course of neutrality. 

However, this was not approved by the Comitem and it ordered the BCP to stage an uprising in 

cooperation with the Agrarian Union's left wing. Although this had the political support of the 

Soviets, it did not have the military or financial backing and the BCP was decimated. However, 
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there was enough support left to create an underground party and during the time in between 

1923 and 1944, it steadily gained the power it needed to eventually take over. 

WWII was essential for the Communist Party's subsequent takeover. It provided the 

backdrop for the growing support it gained and the rise to political power. Bulgaria entered the 

war on the side of the Axis, although this did not severe the relationship between Bulgaria and 

the Soviet Union. King Boris, although he declared war upon the United States and Great 

Britain, refused to extend this declaration to the Soviet Union despite protests from Hitler. The 

historical relationship that the two countries shared provided the context in Boris's refusal. 

However, this did not stop the Soviets from invading Bulgaria on September 5, 1944. The 

months before the Soviet occupation saw the greatest amount of armed resistance from the 

Communists. The resistance for the majority of the war was focused on creating a broad 

antifascist coalition of all factions that opposed the Nazis. By the war Georgi Dimitrov, after 

living in the Soviet Union for a number of years, was in charge of the PCB and 

combined it with the left wing of the Agrarian Union, the Socialists, and other smaller parties to 

create the Fatherland Front in 1943. The combination ofKing Boris's untimely death in 1943 

and the arrival of the Red Army allowed the Fatherland Front to seize power in four days after 

the Soviet invasion. 
94 

The inclusion of the Communists was of no consequence to the Bulgarian people, or the 

fellow members of the Fatherland Front. It was, however, a concern to the Americans and the 

British. The Allies, other than the Soviet Union, did not want to witness a domination of 

Communists within Bulgaria. Both Stalin and Dimitrov were aware of this and developed power 

covertly. While the Communists only held two positions in the new government, those were two 
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key positions: the Ministries of the Interior and of Justice. This provided the opportunity for the 

Communists to target important leaders of the previous regime. They began this eradication with 

intensity. Concurrently, local governments were becoming responsible to the Fatherland Front 

rather than the overall government in Sofia. Within the Fatherland Front, the BCP began to 

consolidate power. In late 1945 Dimitrov became prime minister and within a year, the 

monarchy was destroyed and the People's Republic of Bulgaria was declared. Opposition to the 

Communists came in the form ofNikola Petkov of the Agrarian, who was one of the founders of 

the Fatherland Front. He did not approve of the Communist manipulation and increasingly 

domination of the Fatherland Front and decided to challenge them electorally. Petkov was 

allowed to participate in the Election of 1946 and won about thirty percent of the vote, despite 

the atmosphere of terror around the election. 

After his defeat, the Communists quickly consolidated their power by having Petkov 

tried on 

also imposed as a constitution that was a complete mimic of Stalin's Constitution in 1936 

was adopted and nationalization was extended in 194 7 to all essential branches of banks, 

industry, and companies. All foreign trade firms and some domestic firms were also 

nationalized.
95 

This process went smoothly, without any immediate consequences, because broad 

social policies spanning the political realm were intricately linked throughout Bulgarian history. 

One of crucial reasons the Communists were able to stay so popular initially was that 

they maintained close relations with the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. Despite being one of the 

countries that followed Stalinism and Moscow's examples as close as possible, this was a major 

divulgence from the pattern. The Soviet Union was seen as an atheistic threat and most of the 
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Communist parties throughout Eastern Europe severed ties with the dominant church, which 

created many of their problems. However, as befitting with the tradition of the Orthodox Church 

being closely linked to the state, the Communists in Bulgaria upheld this custom. The church 

was a symbol of nation unity that the BCP wanted to exploit and manipulate for their gain.
96 

Although much of the Communist regime is marked by police terror and bloodshed, it was not 

difficult for the Communists to gain power within Bulgaria. The communal history of the 

country paved the way for the nationalism policies and overall philosophy of the Communists 

and allowed the policies to be easily accepted by the people. 
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Conclusion 

The term "Communism" used within the United States immediately draws a negative 

connation and invokes memories of the Cold War with the Soviet Union, which brought the 

world to the brink of disaster. This is not the case, however, throughout Eastern Europe. 

Although there are many scars that exist due to the brutality that prevailed during most of the 

Communist regimes, initially these regimes were welcomed by many of the countries. It is a 

common misconception that the Red Army invaded, occupied, and forced Communism upon its 

neighbors to the west. In the vast majority of the countries, an independent and homegrown 

Communist party existed during the interwar period. While the successes of the organizations 

varied, the fact that they existed is crucial to the political situations following World War Two. 

Returning to Okey' s premise that it was the initial paths that the Communists took that 

allowed them to become so successful, these parties would not have developed during the 

interwar period nor would have the regimes lasted so long without the proper culture to support 

them. While there are similarities between the countries, despite the fact that there are more 

differences between the three countries culturally and that Communism was able to be 

established each attest to the adaptation Communism ideology to 

the individual countries. Communalism is an essential building block for Communism to be 

established within a country and it is interesting because it is presented completely different in 

Poland, Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria. As a historically rural nation, Bulgaria has witnessed a sense 

of communalism throughout its entire history in the context of rural villages. Although it took 

until the Twentieth Century for the concept of communalism to morph into a political mindset, it 

had always existed as a social aspect of society. It was crucial for the survival of villages. 

Poland, on the other hand, has a history dominated by its aristocracy who valued its privilege and 
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individual rights over the needs of the peasants or the land. Due to the historic brutality of its 

neighbor, Russia, towards the country and its loss of statehood for almost a century, the idea of 

socialism and communalism began to develop politically. Since Poland does not have a history 

of communalism economically, the establishment of it in politics made the acceptance of the 

Communist ideology much easier. Yugoslavia is interesting because it is not a nation that 

possesses a millennia of history but rather the nation itself was made in the interest of self 

determination and nationalism after World War One. The new nation saw a multiplicity of proud 

ethnicities, all whom wanted to be respected and valued in the new nation. Although there was 

an intensity of ethno-political tension, the different nationalities knew that only by working 

together could they achieve independence and economic stability. This common belief is what 

the Communists, specifically Josip Broz, manipulated in order to gain support from the different 

ethnicities when they began to establish themselves. 

While there are many other facets of 

developed, the differences in how each of the countries viewed community demonstrates the 

adaptation that the individual Communists had to perform in order to gain the support of the 

people. Although Communism did collapse in each of the countries and there was often 

brutality and terror that occurred during the regime, initially each of the parties were able to 

gauge the political atmosphere, analyze what actions they needed to perform to gain the support, 

spread propaganda to begin the support, and initially implement programs that the masses felt the 

country needed to stabilize itself after World War Two. 

84 



Works Cited 

Armour, Ian D. A History of Eastern Europe 1740-1918. Hodder Education. Great Britain; 2006. 

Bethell, Nicholas. Gomulka: His Poland, His Communism. Holt, Rinehart and Winston. United 

States; 1969. 

Blobaum, Robert. Feliks Dzierzynski and the SDKPiL: A Study of the Origins of Polish 

Communism. East European Monographs. New York; 1984. 

Brzezinski, Zbigniew K. The Soviet Bloc: Unity and Conflict. Harvard University Press; 1967. 

Creed, Gerald W. Constituted through Conflict: Images of Community (and Nation) in Bulgarian 

Rural Rital. American Anthropologist, Volume 106, Issue 1. 2008. 

Dallin and 

Press. New Haven and London; 2000. 

Fowkes, Ben. Eastern Europe 1945-1969: From Stalinism to Stagnation. Pearson Education; 

2000. 

Hudson, Kate. Breaking the South Slav Dream: The Rise and Fall of Yugoslavia. Pluto Press. 

London; 2003. 

Holocaust Research Project. The Fate of Bulgarian Jews. Carmelo Lisciotto, Chris Webb & 

Boris Skopijet H.E.A.R.T 2008. 

http://www .holocaustresearchproj ect.org/nazioccupation/bulgarianj ews.html 

85 



League of Nations. "Protection of Linguistic, Racial, and Religious Minorities by the League of 

Nations", I.B. 2. June 1918. 

McCauley, Martin edt. Communist Power in Europe 1944-1949. The Macmillan Press Ltd; 1977. 

Molotrov-Ribbentrop Pact, The. 1939. 

Morrison, James F. Polish People's Republic. John Hopkins Press; 1968. 

Piotrowski, Tadeusz. Poland's Holocaust. McFarland and Company Publishers; 2007. 

Rakowska-Harmstone, Teresa and Andrew Gyorgy, edt. Communism in Eastern Europe. Indiana 

University Press. London; 1979. 

Rothschild, Joseph. East Central Europe Between the Two World Wars: History of East Central 

Europe Volume IX. University of Washington Press. 2005. 

Rothschild, Joseph and Nancy M. Wingfield. ＺＺＺＮＮＮＺＺＺＮ］ＮＮ］］］ｾｾＺＺ｣ＮＮＺＮＮＮＮＮＮ］ＮＮＺＮＮＺＺＺＮＮＺＺＮＺＺＮｾＭﾷ＠ Oxford University Press. New 

York; 2008. 

Seton-Watson, Hugh. The East European Revolution. Westview Publisher; 1983. 

Swain, Geoffrey and Nigel Swain. Eastern Europe Since 1945. StMartin's Press LLC. New 

York; 1993. 

Vladislava, Iordanova. European Policites Toward Ethnic Minorities: The Viability of the 

Bulgarian Ethnic Model. Charles University; 2004. 

Wachtel, Andrew Baruch. Making a Nation, Breaking a Nation. Stanford University Press. 

Stanford; 1998. 

86 



Wilson, Woodrow. Fourteen Points. 1918. http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th century/wilson14.asp 

Wynot, Edward JR. Caldron of Conflict: Eastern Europe 1918-1945. Harlan Davidson, INC. 

United States; 1999. 

7ih Congress. Public Law 563. June 1942. 

87 


	The Florida State University
	DigiNole Commons
	2011

	How the Culture of Eastern Europe Affected the Rise and Development of communism
	Karissa Hazzard
	Recommended Citation



