
Florida State University Libraries

Electronic Theses, Treatises and Dissertations  The Graduate School

2006

Representation of Female Athletes in
Western and Romanian Media
Anca Dumitrescu

Follow this and additional works at the FSU Digital Library. For more information, please contact lib-ir@fsu.edu

http://fsu.digital.flvc.org/
mailto:lib-ir@fsu.edu


 

THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION 

 

 

 

REPRESENTATION OF FEMALE ATHLETES IN WESTERN AND ROMANIAN 

MEDIA 

 

 

 

By 

 

ANCA DUMITRESCU 

 

 

 

A Thesis submitted to the 

Department of Communication   

    in partial fulfillment of the  

requirements for the degree of 

            Master of Arts 

 

 

 

 

Degree Awarded: 

Spring Semester, 2006 

 

 

 

 

Copyright @ 2006 

Anca Dumitrescu 

All Rights Reserved 



 

The members of the Committee approve the thesis of Anca Dumitrescu defended on 

March, 11, 2005 

 
 
 
        ________________________ 
         Danielle Wiese 

Professor Directing Thesis 
 
 
________________________ 
Stephen Mc. Dowell 
Committee Member 
 
 
________________________ 
 Arthur Raney 
Committee Member 

 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Stephen Mc Dowell, Chair, Department of Communication 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
John Mayo, Dean, College of Communication 
 
 
 

The Office for Graduate Studies has verified and approved the above named committee 

members. 

 ii



 
 
 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 
 
Abstract    ………………………………………………………………………………IV 
 
 
INTRODUCTION………………………………………………………………………..1 
 
1. LITERATURE REVIEW………………………………………………………………6 
 
2. METHODOLOGY……………………………………………………………………21 
 
3. STORYLINES AND CHARACTER ROLES IN GAZETA SPORTURILOR……....30 
 
4. REPRESENTATION, ROMANIAN CULTURE AND POLITICS………………….49 
 
5. COMPARING REPRESENTATION IN WESTERN AND ROMANIAN MEDIA…57 
 
CONCLUSION…………………………………………………………………………..63 
 
APPENDIX………………………………………………………………………………68 
 
NOTES………………….………………………………………………………………..70 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL 
SKETCH…………………………………………………………………………………75 
 

 iii



ABSTRACT 

 

Most of the existing studies on female athletes’ representation fall under the 

premise of longitudinal research and focus on how the representation of female athletes 

has evolved throughout the years. Further on, they explore how this development fits in 

the broader arena of societal political and cultural developments in the Western World 

These studies tend to portray female athletes as occupying one of three roles: objects of 

male gaze, children or companions. 

While looking at the evolution of the representation of female athletes is a 

valuable research tool, analyzing the representation of female athletes from a 

multicultural perspective rather than a historical one can help place the representation of 

female athletes in an international context. This multicultural perspective can then offer a 

deeper understanding to the representation of female athletes around the world. In this 

study I performed a narrative analysis of the representation of female athletes in the 

Romanian newspaper Gazeta Sporturilor. I identified two prevalent character roles that 

female athletes come to play in Romanian sports narratives: sports heroines and 

marionettes. The existence of these two character types can be understood as 

representative for Romania’s transitional state from a communist to a democratic country. 

When compared to the roles played by female athletes in Western media, these roles 

come to symbolize Romania’s unique political and cultural existence: one where 

communist reminisces are mixed with capitalistic ideals and where consumerism fights a 

close battle with traditional values of family and companionship. 
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     INTRODUCTION 

  

For two weeks, in February 2006, television channels all over the world dedicated 

their coverage to one particular event: the Winter Olympics. Top male and female 

athletes took center stage in their attempt for Olympic glory while media commentators 

constantly alluded to notions of patriotism, heroism and sacrifice to characterize these 

athletes’ portrayal and reinforce the importance of sports in supporting national identity 

and pride. As the coverage of the Olympics proved, sports has become a major element in 

reflecting a country’s political and cultural ideology. More importantly, sport remains an 

arena for the analysis of gender representations. In a time where women gradually 

become more independent and influential, sports becomes a key stage for analyzing the 

continuing tension between the emancipation and stereotyping of female athletes.  

 

The institution of sport- a historical perspective 

Since the very beginnings, sports, like politics or business was considered a select 

place, an arena reserved only for men and their athletic ambitions. Sport was a venue for 

men to express and reinforce their masculinity in a patriarchal society characterized by a 

dominance of male authority and power. Throughout early civilizations like Ancient 

Greece, women were practically excluded from games and were not even allowed to 

watch the Olympic games.1 Later on, throughout the Renaissance, only upper class 

women were allowed to participate in sports as it was believed that physical activity 

would allow them to have healthy children. Nevertheless, women only participated in 

sports deemed lady- like, such as tennis, badminton, cricket or horse riding, and were 

required to wear long dresses and clothes that would cover up most of their bodies. When 

women ventured into more extreme athletic endeavors like mountain climbing, their 

attempts were made difficult by societal and cultural stereotypes regarding women’s role 

in society. Women were restrained in their participation in sports because they were 

considered fragile beings whose bodies could not endure the stress of athletic endeavors.2
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 The portrayal of sports and athletics as this restricted venue for physical 

performance helped delineate the sphere of action and expression of the opposite gender. 

As David Rowe argued,  

"Sport is a crucial site for the reproduction of patriarchal structures and values, a 

male dominated secular religion that has celebrated the physically aggressive and 

often violent deeds of men. Sport has been an integral element of self-sustaining 

forms of exclusivist male culture, lubricating a closed system of male bonding 

and female denigration." 3

While men were admired for their strong build and muscular physique women 

were supposed to be weak, sensitive and athletically passive. After all, their main duties 

besides caring for the home and the children were to support their husbands through their 

work and in athletic related performances.  This difference in the way male and female 

athletes were perceived continued throughout the years and as society developed, it 

sought to legitimize the argument that sports are the “natural domain of men due to the 

innately different biological and psychological natures of men and women.”4 James Frey 

and Stanley Eitzen offer a general perspective on the institution of sport and its function 

as an agent for social change. Sport, and all the issues that it encompasses is in the end a 

reflection of the issues existing in society; it is a “microcosm of society.”5 Regarding 

gender representations in sport, the authors argue that historically, restrictions and 

cultural predispositions have prevented women from full participation and from receiving 

unbiased coverage by the media. Media institutions as well as other cultural and 

educational factors lead to the creation of certain myths with respect to women’s 

participation in sports. These myths include ideas such as: 1) sport is dangerous for the 

female reproductive system, 2) sport masculinizes a woman’s appearance, 3) the 

development of masculinity is threatened if girls outperform boys in sport, 4) human and 

economic resources are wasted because performance levels of women are significantly 

lower than those of men, 5) sport does not benefit the social development of women since 

aggressiveness, achievement and competition are irrelevant to their life experience. In 

conclusion, the authors suggest that scholars of sports issues should take an “inclusive 

feminine” approach to studying problems such as gender inequality.6
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The myths created by the media with respect to sports delineate the sphere of 

action and societal understanding of male and female athletes. Critical theory on the 

relationship between sports and society has shown that sport tends to reinforce patriarchal 

gender order. Furthermore, differential exposure given to men and women athletes as 

well as the language accompanying this exposure tends to reinforce hegemonic 

masculinity and emphasized feminity.7

 

Purpose Statement 

One limitation of western studies on the representation of female athletes is their 

focus on Western media’s portrayal of female athletes. In other words, most studies focus 

on how the representation of female athletes has evolved throughout the years and how 

this development fits in the broader arena of societal, political, and cultural developments 

in America. Moreover, these studies, while acknowledging the possible effect of female 

athletes’ stereotypical coverage, do not necessarily elaborate on the relation between 

sports and cultural and political ideology. 

 In this study I expand on previous studies of female representation by adding a 

multicultural perspective that can offer a deeper understanding of the representation of 

female athletes around the world. In this study I analyze the representation of female 

athletes in Romania and compare it to the representation of female athletes in Western 

media. I also elaborate on the relationship between sports, female athletes’ representation, 

and political and cultural ideologies in America and Romania. 

In doing so I answered the following questions: 1.What type of stories about 

female athletes are prevalent in Romanian sports media? 2.What roles do female athletes 

play in these storylines? 3.What is the relationship between the roles played by female 

athletes in Romanian sports media and the country’s cultural and political environment? 

4. How does the representation of female athletes in Romania compare to the 

representation of female athletes in Western media? 

 

Chapter Outline  

This project is organized into five chapters, whose content is outlined below. 
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In Chapter I, I explore the literature on the representation of female athletes. I 

begin by reviewing the Western media’s discourse of female athletes, which suggests that 

despite slight improvements in the representation of these athletes, the rhetoric 

accompanying their performance follows stereotypical roles of object of male gaze, infant 

or companion. Then I elaborate on the situation of feminism and female representation in 

Romania, which also tends to be highly stereotypical. I argue that the location of sport as 

an area of national pride in Romania justifies a more careful exploration of the discourse 

of female athletes. Finally I introduce the research question that I used to structure my 

project. 

Chapter II details the methodological approach that I employed to study the 

representation of female athletes in Romania. I begin by explaining the importance of 

representation and narrative theories for studying the discourse of female athletes and 

situating this discourse within political and cultural ideologies. Further on, I introduce 

Gazeta Sporturilor, the newspaper that marked the research object of analyzing the 

representation of female athletes in Romania. Finally, I elaborate on the translation and 

interpretation processes used to analyze the narratives of female athletes in Gazeta 

Sporturilor. 

In Chapter III, I identify the storylines of Gazeta Sporturilor and the character 

roles that female athletes played throughout these storylines. I begin by identifying two 

particular storylines evident in the narratives of Gazeta Sporturilor: quest stories and 

sports drama stories. Next I describe the two character roles that female athletes came to 

play in particular narratives. Female athletes play the roles of heroines in quest stories or 

marionettes in sports drama stories. Finally I introduce the importance of political and 

cultural contexts in understanding the representation of these athletes. 

In Chapter IV, I elaborate on the representation of female athletes in Gazeta 

Sporturilor and its relationship to Romania’s cultural and political ideology. I suggest 

that the marionette role played by athletes is symbolic for Romania’s communist 

ideology where control and oppression were predominant throughout the society. 

Similarily, I argue that the heroine role alludes to Romania’s transition to capitalism 

where values such as independence and assertiveness become more obvious. 

In Chapter V, I compare the representation of female athletes in Romania with the 
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representation of female athletes in Western media. First, I argue that the positive 

representation of some Romanian female athletes as sports heroines was a result of 

conducting a narrative analysis of Romanian sports stories. Secondly, I argue that the 

bipolar representation of female athletes existing in Romanian media, suggests the 

country’s transitional society; one where communist reminisces are mixed with 

capitalistic ideals and where consumerism fights a close battle with traditional values of 

family and companionship. 
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CHAPTER 1 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

 

Introduction 

 In this section I offer insight into the studies done on the representation of female 

athletes in the media.  I begin by exploring some of the issues related to representation of 

female athletes in Western media followed by an analysis of the representation of female 

athletes in Eastern media, mainly Romania. In Western media, despite improvements in 

quantity and quality of coverage, female athletes continue to be largely stereotyped. 

Female athletes are often portrayed as objects of male gaze, companions (mothers/ wives) 

or children. In Eastern media, women in the political and social sphere are also 

stereotyped but there is no research yet on the representation of female athletes in 

Romanian sports media. In this project I intend to study the representation of female 

athletes in Romanian media and its cultural and political implications. Finally I intend to 

compare the representation of female athletes in Romanian media to the representation of 

female athletes in Western media. 

 

The Representation of Female Athletes in Western Media 

The studies that follow were all conducted within the United States and analyze 

the evolution of sports and female participation. More importantly these studies reflect 

how media discourse worked to create gender stereotypes and how this discourse still 

works to paint a skewed picture of female athletes.  

During the past decades, women have slowly entered the sports arena and posted 

performances that deserved admiration and respect. In response to this movement, 

patriarchal society felt endangered in its gendered control and authority and attempted to 

undermine female athletic performance in various cultural and financial ways. Where 

women attempted to break into this secluded environment they were mostly ignored by 

the media on the ground of female athletes and sports being unattractive, boring and 

unappealing to audiences. Those athletes that did receive attention received it based on 

 6



their sexuality, which was presented as "deviant (that is, butch/lesbian) or conventional 

(their athletic skills are obliterated by their sexualized appearance)."8

Ronald Bishop’s study on female athletes representation speaks to the media’s 

unfair coverage of female athletes both in terms of amount and quality of media 

exposure. The study featured a content analysis of Sports Illustrated’s coverage of 

women’s sports from 1980-1996. Overall, there was no significant increase in percentage 

of articles about women during the period and feature articles on men continued to 

represent 80% of the coverage. Representation of female athletes has decreased in terms 

of the number of articles and photographic coverage, and women were present in only 

4.4% of all photos picturing athletes. Often times, women were depicted as companions 

to male athletes. Of the 28 joint photos reviewed in 1994, 15 featured the wives, 

girlfriends, daughters or mothers of male athletes. “One of the female athlete photos from 

1992 featured Olympic medalist Summer Sanders wearing a bathing suit and posing like 

an S.I. Swimsuit model.”9 This study emphasized the media’s attempt to “symbolically 

annihilate” female athletes by under representing their performances and “trivializing 

their accomplishments.”10

In another example of media stereotyping and bias, Hogan  examined how the 

Olympic Opening ceremonies at Nagano 1998, Sydney 2000 and Salt Lake City 2002, 

worked to reinforce gender and ethnic inequalities among the participating countries. At 

Nagano, the display of male and female athletes during the opening ceremony reinforced 

male superiority and gender inequality. The Japanese interpretative program at Nagano 

featured both men and women but in distinct roles. Men appeared as sumo wrestlers 

accompanied by the emperor in a display of physical strength, virtuosity, sacred and 

secular power. Women appeared as characters from the play Madame Butterfly in a 

representation of feminity and passivity. As far as the Sydney interpretative program, it 

too emphasized white masculinity and national identity. The stories and performances 

were mostly tales of Australian manhood: of stockmen, explorers, outlaws and 

steelworkers constantly fighting to create a true nation with a unique Australian 

character.11

 If Hogan analyzed how the Olympic opening ceremonies and their actual opening 

programs create gender stereotypes and portray female athletes in an inferior role, Borcila 
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analyzed how the media interpreted those Olympic ceremonies. More precisely, he 

commented on NBC’s televised coverage of the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta and focused 

on the representation of female gymnasts.  The coverage continued a popular trend of 

gymnasts representation, that of athletes infantilization while underlining the 

vulnerability of the gymnasts. “The Atlanta television Olympics offered bodies of little 

girls as sites for producing representations of nations and national identity, and it 

discursively produced ways of relating to these productions that interpolate the viewer as 

American.”12 The rhetoric of the athletic events, the narratives accompanying the identity 

of each gymnast, as well as camera close-ups and juxtapositions, created the image of 

female gymnasts as little girls, vulnerable yet perseverant, sad yet proud, suffering yet 

solemnly representing their country.13 The juxtaposition of the vulnerability and 

excellence of young gymnasts was used to recreate the American fairy tale, an “underdog 

fighting to become a super power in an, as of yet, unconquered realm.”14  

Societal and cultural developments are continually trying to combat these media 

stereotypes of female athletes. Small achievements have been made in terms of female 

athletes’ opportunities within the institution of sport. Title IX was passed in the US to 

allow female athletes in college to receive as many scholarships as male athletes do. Title 

IX also provided equal opportunities for men and women as far as participation in sports. 

The legislation states: “No person in the U.S. shall, on the basis of sex be excluded from 

participation in, or denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 

educational program or activity receiving federal aid.”15 Female athletes now have the 

opportunity to sign very rewarding financial contracts with major sponsors and 

equipment manufacturers. Title IX promoted female participation in sports deemed 

manlike such as basketball or soccer and allowed athletes to establish international 

reputation for their accomplishments.  Finally, female athletes in certain sports like tennis 

have the opportunity to receive equal financial rewards as men. 

 Accompanying the improvements in opportunities for female athletes, the media 

slowly seemed to acknowledge the athlete’s performance rather than gender as defining 

their representation. An example of evidence of positive representation of female athletes 

is Bota’s and Weiser’s study on the WNBA. The authors argue that despite the fact that 

traditional notions of feminity such as morality, grace, beauty and motherhood 
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characterize the representation of basketball players in the WNBA, this representation is 

far less objectifying than traditional representations of female athletes. Bota and Weiser 

acknowledge that the media constantly refers to the players as “mature women,” active 

rather than passive and team players rather than “prima donnas.”16 The authors also argue 

that the maternal frame, which the media uses to describe female basketball players,  

helps in fact eliminate stereotypes of strong and muscular players as lesbian by 

underlining their feminine nature. The media’s frame also helps marketing the WNBA 

and women’s basketball in general as a family oriented, moral game. This helps create 

the picture of women’s basketball as a pure, morally superior sport, an activity in which 

the entire family can engage in, whether it is watching it on television or actually playing 

it.17

Nevertheless, the media have failed to present women and sports in a way that can 

actually promote social change and foster new cultural perspectives on the position of 

female athletes and their place in society. Rintala and Birrell, for example studied the 

representation of female athletes in Young Athlete, an American magazine. The authors 

performed a content analysis to research both the amount and quality of coverage 

received by female athletes in the magazine. They focused on whether the amount of 

coverage received by female athletes in Young Athlete corresponds to the actual 

involvement rates in sports and also whether the portrayal of female athletes perpetuates 

stereotypical images. 

Rintalla and Birell found that while Young Athlete is far less guilty of under-

representation and overt misogyny than other media," its representation in no way 

challenges the existing status quo. In other words, the magazine does not reinforce gender 

inequality but at the same time does not attempt to combat the existing canons with 

respect to female versus male athletes’ representation in the media. Rintala and Birell 

explain: 

Such a framework accepts without challenge the traditional American approach to 

such ideological issues by promoting a colorless, analytical, and statistical stance 

emanating from a belief that perpetuation of the status quo represents value free 

thinking. Such thinking leaves little room for the possibility for social change.18
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As such, the media coverage of women’s sports is highly stereotyped and hardly 

representative of real participation by female athletes. Women are mostly presented in 

terms of their physical appearance rather than their performance, they are the objects of 

male gaze and their athletic success is often ignored for the sake of reinforcing 

“feminism,” and “heterosexual” ideals. Roth and Basso examine this interaction between 

athletics and the ideology of feminity. They are concerned with why, despite Title IX and  

greater participation of women in sports, feminine ideology continues to reinforce the 

notion that women are weaker than men. In the end this ideology makes women weaker 

than they really are. In other words, 

It is commonly accepted as a fact in our society that women are physically weaker 

than men. Women are shorter, smaller, have less muscle, lift less and run slower. 

But as many women and men know, women are certainly not weak. In fact it 

turns out that often women are not weaker than men, at least they are not naturally 

weaker. Yet the myth of women’s weakness often goes unchallenged even by 

feminists. 19

When transferred to sports, this ideology of femininity and sexuality hides an athlete’s 

athletic performance and obscures the strength necessary to achieve athletic success. 

Moreover, by constructing certain myths with regard to female athletes’ physical 

abilities, society and the media influence if and how women participate in certain sports 

considered feminine as opposed to others reserved solely for men. Such myths include 

the idea that female ice skaters cannot jump as high as male athletes or the perception that 

female cycling is not as spectacular and entertaining as male cycling. 

   Major athletic events, like the Olympics prove perfect sites for construction of 

gendered ideologies both through the media’s quantitative and qualitative coverage of 

these events. Catriona Higgs, Karen Weiller and Scott Martin compared the amount and 

quality of televised coverage of men and women in both the 1992 and 1996 Summer 

Olympics. They used both a quantitative analysis of the amount and length of coverage as 

well as a qualitative analysis of the narrative and themes of the media discourse. 

 The authors found that, in the 1996 Olympics, women received more television coverage 

than men in same-sport activities. Overall, women’s sport coverage increased in 4 out of 

11 sports analyzed while men’s sport coverage declined in 4 out of 11 sports analyzed. 
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Women’s coverage increased most in team sports such as basketball and volleyball 

whereas men’s’ coverage decreased in the same sports. Nevertheless, the discourse of 

certain sports like gymnastics continued to be highly stereotypical. They explain, “In 

discussing the female gymnasts, 2 descriptors suggested strength, compared with 100 

suggesting weakness- a ratio of almost 3-1.”20

 The study showed a clear effort on the part of the media to emphasize female 

athletes and women’s sports, however, stereotypical gender images and narratives still 

existed. The authors argued that, “The media is effectively telling us that it is now Ok to 

compete in sports, but the image of women in some types of competition remains 

stereotypically the fixed.”21

In other words, women are allowed and even encouraged to participate in those 

sports traditionally considered feminine such as tennis, gymnastics and ice skating. To 

illustrate the feminine tradition of these sports, the stories accompanying the 

representation of female athletes emphasized personal conflict, grace, class, emotions and 

other elements considered feminine. In other sports such as basketball, cycling, softball 

or soccer, female athletes receive media attention not necessarily because of their 

performance but rather their personal stories. Moreover, the narratives accompanying the 

representation of these athletes focused on the rivalries and conflicts between athletes and 

their emotional dramas rather than the athletic events themselves. An example is a report 

by male commentators, which focused mostly on the personal lives of the female cyclists 

calling one woman “Mommy medalist” and describing how another woman managed to 

work out a training schedule “while still being a mom.”22

While several studies emphasize the under-representation of female athletes in 

terms of visual, audio or print coverage, it is the actual rhetoric used in the written or oral 

representation of female athletes that bears the most power in delineating identities and 

shaping the way society learns to know and appreciate these athletes. The discourse of 

women and sports has been and still is accompanied by a continuous conflict between 

female agency and athleticism on one side and feminity, infantilization and sex roles on 

the other side.23  

Higgs, Weiller and Martin for example explain how the narratives of the 1996 

Olympic competition portrayed gymnasts in child like roles regardless of their age. The 
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representation of Russian gymnasts presented them as “little girls in tears” after they lost 

the title while descriptors of gymnasts’ performance invoked elegance, beauty, passion 

and the artistic nature of the sport.24

Since the concepts of gender and sports are socially and culturally constructed, 

their meanings have been transformed by the media as well as other social and political 

institutions. Sport has evolved from an arena of superior athletic performance and will- 

power to an industry where financial success and media recognition are the most coveted 

goals. Financial success and reputation require athletic and aesthetic perfection. 

Unfortunately, traditional gender ideologies often prevent women from living up to the 

two standards mentioned above. How can they be fit, strong, powerful and beautiful at 

the same time? How can they dominate their opponents and decimate their competition 

and still appear feminine, classic and graceful?  

This ideological struggle becomes evident in Heywood and Dowrkin’s research 

on audience perception of female athletes in the twenty first century. Subjects were 

exposed to an image of Marion Jones in a black gown that revealed her muscular 

shoulders and arms and asked to rate her image. Their answers, split between deep 

admiration of the athlete’s power and athleticism and criticism of her imposing physique, 

reflect cultural struggles vis-à-vis the acknowledgement of strong, powerful and 

successful twenty first century female athletes. 25 This ideological struggle is also evident 

in Weiser’s study on the WNBA, where the authors acknowledge that while the 

representation of female basketball players as strong yet pure, powerful yet feminine 

creates admiration towards female athletes, this representation also establishes these 

players as women first and then athletes. “While it is clear that female’s athletes 

participation in dominant conventions of gender is a prerequisite for their legitimation as 

athletes, these same conventions work to reduce the female athlete to a sex object rather 

than emphasizing how they embody athletic achievement and skill.”26

For women, the media recreate athletic and aesthetic perfection as opposing 

adjectives whose attainment is barely a product of imagination. At the same time, the 

media as well as the sports industry use these ideals successfully in selling their products. 

In doing this, they promote a false consciousness about what counts as a successful 
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female athlete. The impact can severely alter a female athlete’s self-perception and public 

image.  

For example, Helstein analyzes how Nike’s advertising creates a controversial 

image of the female athlete who is both, independent and athletic, as well as appreciated 

and popular.  The company then used desire to motivate women to strive to become like 

the athletes in Nike advertising. The author focuses on how recent Nike advertisements 

featuring female athletes bring together two contradictory ideals, excellence and 

emancipation, in defining female athletic ideals. Despite the opposite connotation of the 

two terms, their juxtaposition in Nike advertisements is successful because the terms are 

vacated of their substantive meaning. Nevertheless, while the pairing of the ideals of 

excellence and emancipation make their achievement desirable and attainable, in reality 

accomplishing these two ideals is almost impossible. Female athletes are encouraged on 

one side to overcome all obstacles, defeat all of their competitors and achieve perfection 

in their performance. On the other side, achieving the ultimate success includes societal 

as well as media acceptance by living up to standards of physical beauty, feminity and 

grace. These external factors that affect female athletes’ success and that in Nike’s case 

are constructed by Nike commercials, prevent them from complete emancipation. 

Helstein writes: 

 The result is that in the guise of democratic participation and personal 

empowerment, Nike’s popular knowledge of what or who the female athlete is 

continues to increase, and so too does its control over what or who can be 

constituted as the female athlete and vice versa. This means that as women 

continually measure and police their progress toward excellence, they come to 

embody the pursuit so that it feels normal, natural and innocent to aspire to the 

prescriptions of Nike advertising.27

The reason for Nike’s success in defining the condition and ideals of female 

athletes in their advertising is an effective use of what Barthes would call myth. Myths 

gain their significance and power because they are collective social interpretations. 

Nike uses language to create the idea of an illusionary world where women are 

independent, appreciated and successful. By representing women as part of this mythical 

world, Nike shapes the way women as well as society come to see female athletes and 
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construct their persona. These representations influence the audience in its interpretation 

and consideration of female athletes and when the media creates certain myths regarding 

the image and persona of female athletes, these myths become tools for the audiences’ 

understanding of sports and gender differences. 

 Kane elaborates on the media’s representation of women and sport and the 

stereotypes and myths surrounding these representations. The author argues that most 

media coverage is tainted with homophobia, biased beliefs and prejudices regarding 

women’s sports. An example of this type of coverage is the reporting about the retirement 

of professional tennis player Chris Evert.  Evert was featured on the August 1989, cover 

of Sports Illustrated. Together with the picture came the caption: “I’m going to be a full 

time wife.” Kane contends that “The characterization of the retirement suggests a number 

of social concerns in an era when traditional gender roles are being contested and re-

negotiated, not just in the world of sport, but throughout all sectors of society.”28 The 

caption reinforces the place of women in the domestic sphere by crafting specific roles 

for women that mark household activities as the proper sphere for women. More exactly, 

Evert’s identity is constructed in relation to her family, as such, she will retire from her 

athletic endeavors and become a mother. The discourse of a simple photo and caption 

does suggests that for women, sports and family are incompatible. Moreover according to 

this example, women that are about to start a family should dedicate their whole lives to 

this endeavor because the media replicates the long- held belief that raising children is 

solely a woman’s job and it demands all her attention. 

In another example of the power of linguistic and visual representation, Feder 

analyzes the rhetoric surrounding women’s figure skating and how the narratives and 

values displayed by the media to report on the sport reinforce gender inequality and male 

superiority. The author argues that female figure skaters are characterized according to 

their feminity and grace on ice as well as their physical appeal rather than their actual 

athletic performance. Feder argues that “The coverage of sports identifies the competitors 

as women first and then athletes.”29 In terms of actual performance requirements, rules 

exist that limit a woman’s ability to perform certain moves that are reserved for men, 

therefore reinforcing the perception that men have superior strength and talent. While 

men are expected to do 2-3 triple jumps during their original program, women are only 
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allowed one. One other way to undermine a woman’s performance and strengthen 

traditional notions of feminity is commentary that defines female athletes in the context 

of their families and surroundings, “women must be portrayed in relationships, only men 

can thrive as lone individuals.”30 The author concludes that while some figure skaters can 

use this overemphasis on physical appeal and feminity to become successful, the majority 

of athletes become victims of this limiting system where the definitions of sport and 

performance are imposed by the media according to gender.31

Hilliard, in his study of the portrayal of male and female tennis players found that 

male athletes are sometimes subjects of reporting that highlights their relationships. 

However, contrary to portrayals of female athletes, relationships are not presented as 

essential to constructing male identity, rather they can function as a resort for support and 

encouragement. For male athletes, relationships are not required to achieve ultimate 

success and recognition. While men can be involved in relationships their portrayal 

remains that of successful and independent individuals. Hilliard suggests that, "Marriage 

and family life are important themes in the portraits of the men and, in contrast to the role 

conflict and dependency themes in the women's articles, it is suggested that marriage is 

compatible with success on the pro tennis tour and indeed may even contribute to that 

success."32 Tennis legend Bjon Borg often acknowledged the support of his wife as 

critical to his success in this sport. The media noted Borg’s gratitude for his wife’s 

support yet that the actual relationship never became defining of Borg’s identity and his 

success as an athlete. Borg continued to be portrayed by the media as the perfect tennis 

machine that never missed and that had made a habit out of competing and winning one 

tennis tournament after another. 

While being in a relationship can help male athletes focus and perform better, it in 

no way impedes their performance. At the opposite spectrum, relationships define a 

woman's sphere of development as an athlete and suggest their dependency on their male 

counterparts in order to achieve total success. For example media portrayals of tennis 

player Andrea Jaeger focused on her close relationship with her father described as, “not 

only Andrea’s father but also her coach and inspiration companion and confidant.”33

Traditional Western Media suggests that female athletes might become legends in sport 

but they will never achieve true happiness without being in a relationship. Athletes that 
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are not in close relationships with their fathers, coaches or agents are described as being " 

unhappy, personally unfulfilled even when at the top of their rankings."34  

 Over and over again female athletes are described in contradictory terms that 

work to create a sphere of ambiguousness that characterizes verbal and visual 

representations of women.35 In Duncan’s study of the verbal representation of female 

basketball players, the shiftiness of the discourse used by the television broadcasters to 

characterize the players was clearly recognizable. The athletes were described with terms 

such as “skillful” and “powerful” but at the same time they were portrayed as vulnerable 

and dependent. The ambivalence surrounding the representation of female athletes can be 

more subtle but just as powerful. At one point during the New York City marathon the 

camera focused on the winner of the race. The visual representation of the female athlete 

was accompanied by a verbal recognition of the runner who had arrived third in the 

male’s race.36 In this example, the incongruence between the visual and the verbal cues 

suggests the difference in importance and acknowledgement of the achievements of 

female versus male athletes. Not even when female athletes are true champions does the 

media offer them its whole attention. Female athletes’ achievements seem to never equal 

those of male athletes and their performances are always presented as inferior by the 

media. 

Western media coverage, whether on radio, television or within the stories of 

newspapers reveals certain themes regarding the image of female athletes. This 

representation of female athletes continues to be highly stereotypical. Their portrayal as 

emotionally sensitive and overly feminine, the infantilization and the emphasis on the 

domestic sphere create certain character roles that these athletes come to play such as: 

object of male gaze, companions( mother, wife) or children. 

 Often, athletes play the roles of objects of male gaze and subjects of male desire. 

In those instances, they are portrayed as overly feminine, gracious and elegant. The 

narrative focuses on the athletes’ body rather than the athlete’s performance and 

underlines physical attraction rather than athletic ability.( Bota &Weiser 1984, Rintala, 

Birell 1984, Higgs, Feder 1994, Weiler and Martin 2003, Bishop 2003.) Other times, 

female athletes are portrayed in companion roles and their relationships to their families 

receive central stage in their portrayal. Whether it is their occupation as mother or wife, 
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these roles become defining for these athletes’ identity and these personal stories 

overshadow the narratives of their athletic endeavors. (Hilliard 1984, Kane 1996, Bishop 

2003, Higgs, Weiller and Martin 2003, Hogan 2003) 

Finally, female athletes occupy child like roles where their portrayal is 

infantilized and suggests vulnerability, sensibility and fragility at the expense of maturity. 

These roles are mostly characteristic for gymnastics where narratives portray athletes as 

little girls, but are also visible in sports such as diving. (Higgs, Weiller, Martin 2003, 

Borcila 2004, Duncan 2004).  

 The repeated framing of female athletes in these roles limits the available subject 

positions that female athletes may occupy and shapes the cultural understanding and 

appreciation of these athletes as well as their performance. Despite improvements in the 

regulatory and financial aspects associated with female sports, the representation of 

athletes reflects the continuing struggle between female empowerment on the one hand 

and female objectification on the other. Since sports has come to recreate and reinforce 

cultural values and societal norms, the representation of female athletes in Western media 

recreates and can reinforce Western cultural and political ideology. 

 

The Representation of female athletes in Romanian Media 

Many argue that Romania has suffered the most totalitarian regime among all 

other countries in Eastern Europe, Romania has also been one of the countries to struggle 

the most during its transition period to a democratic political system. Along with 

increased corruption and poverty that slowed economic and political progress, 

mentalities, values, and expectations in many social spheres made the transition even 

more difficult. Sport and politics are two of the arenas where these social values and 

expectations were, and continue to be, strongly biased towards maintaining gender 

inequality and reinforcing male superiority and domination. Mihaela Frunza, in her study 

on public opinions towards the possible existence of a feminist movement in Romania, 

acknowledged that feminism is almost non-existent. In the few instances that respondents 

made allusions towards feminism, they were associated with connotations of perversity 

and vulgarity. The author also acknowledged that universities are just beginning to offer 

programs on feminism at the masters level. At the current time, only four universities in 
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Romania offer masters programs with an emphasis on gender studies. Despite the limited 

presence of gender studies in Romania, efforts are being made to promote this area of 

critical analysis. One example is a project started by Theodora Vacarescu and George 

Popescu, both professors at the University of Bucharest. The project was called 

gendeRomania and included a workshop and an international conference that focused on 

promoting the importance of gender studies to Romanian students.37  

Besides the academic emphasis on gender studies, the media began in the past 

five years to critically examine gender stereotypes existing in Romania’s societal, cultural 

and political arena. The only feminist organization in the country, The Society for 

Feminist Analysis (ANA), published in 2005 its report on representations of women in 

major television, newspapers and radio arenas. The television analysis focused on the 

occupational portrayal of male and female characters in 2315 commercials from four 

major television stations in Romania over a period of two weeks. Overall, 48% of the 

characters were women and 52% were men so their representation in these spots reflected 

Romania’s demographics. The authors found that the portrayal of female characters in 

these advertisements was skewed to fit certain gender stereotypes. In terms of professions 

for example, while men were mostly associated with positions in politics, entertainment, 

culture and sports, women were mostly associated with positions in the domestic sphere 

as wives, mothers or entertainers. As far as women’s occupations, 74 female characters 

occupied roles as housewives, 48 as secretary, and 36 as models. Only 10 women 

occupied roles as athletes in commercials as opposed to 30 male characters. 

The newspaper analysis focused on identifying references to women in 1776 

articles in two major newspapers, Adevarul and Libertatea for two weeks. The authors 

found that women were heavily underrepresented in these newspapers. Only 336 articles 

referred strictly to women while 959 articles referred strictly to men. As far as 

occupations, only 18 articles featured female athletes while 157 articles featured male 

athletes. The authors concluded, “Television, publicity and the press have a misogynic 

domination and discriminate between the status, role and age of women and men. There 

is a clear sexism as well as an implicit sexism with most media analyzed.”38

The study suggests that women tend to be highly stereotyped and objectified in 

the Romanian media. Women are portrayed in domestic roles and occupations that fill 
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traditional notions of femininity and passivity.  Just as the lack of female representation 

in social, political and cultural arenas limits their sphere of existence and development, 

the rhetoric accompanying their representation works to reflect their roles and define their 

persona.  

The few studies that explore gender stereotypes in Romania seem to focus on 

women’s political and occupational representations. No studies have yet explored the 

representation of Romanian women in sports. If stories of successful female politicians or 

doctors are virtually unheard of, there is a common acknowledgement of the 

accomplishments of Romanian athletes. Olympic coverage praises the performance of 

Romanian gymnasts or the record of Romanian track athletes. After every World 

Championship, Romanian newspapers follow the arrival of the Gymnastics squad in 

Bucharest while the president awaits them with flowers and gratitude. There is an 

unwritten yet unanimously accepted relationship between sports and culture in Romania. 

Not only is sports a reflection of the country’s struggle and sacrifice throughout its 

history but it is also a reflection of Romanian political ideology and it’s connection to the 

development of societal values and beliefs. This relationship will become evident in 

Chapters four and five where I describe the roles played by female athletes in Romanian 

media and their existence within Romania’s culturally and politically transitional society 

from communism to capitalism. 

 

Summary 

In this chapter I offered an overview of the representation of female athletes in 

Western and Romanian media. In western media, despite improvements in the 

representation of female athletes both in terms of quantity of coverage and quality of 

discourse, female athletes continue to be underrepresented. Media discourse is still 

characterized by gender stereotypes. Female athletes in western media are still portrayed 

in a domestic sphere as passive and they are often sexualized and objectified. Women are 

also limited in the ways in which they are represented either as child like, a companion 

(mother, wife) or object of the male gaze. 

 In Romanian media, the limited research on female representation suggests 

women working in the political or social sphere are also objectified and portrayed in 
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domestic roles. There is however, a lack of research on the representation of female 

athletes in Romanian sports media. In this project I intend to study this representation by 

analyzing the storylines about female athletes in Romanian sports media and the 

character roles that female athletes play in these narratives. Then, I will attempt to locate 

this representation within Romania’s cultural and political context. Finally, I intend to 

compare the representation of female athletes in Romanian media with the representation 

of female athletes in Western media. 
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CHAPTER 2 

METHODOLOGY 

 

Introduction 

In this chapter I offer an overview of the strategy used to read and analyze the 

representation of female athletes in the Romanian media and I introduce the materials I 

used to perform the analysis. I begin by explaining my choice of invoking narrative 

analysis as a way to interpret the discourse about female athletes in Romania. Cultures 

around the world have stories that represent their values and ideologies. Burke’s pentad 

offers a primary method of analyzing narratives and his strategy is employed often in 

studies of political and cultural discourse. While narrative analysis has been applied 

mostly in western studies of representation, it can also serve to study the representation of 

female athletes in Romania. In the second part of the chapter I explain how I applied 

narrative analysis to studying the representation of female athletes in Romanian media 

and what materials served as subjects of my study. 

 

Representation and Narrative Analysis 

Much research on the relationship between sports, gender, media and culture 

employs theories of representation. Representation can function as a quantitative measure 

of female athletes’ coverage in the media. Researchers can also use representation to 

rhetorically explore the verbal and visual cues used by the media to reflect female 

athletes and their performances. In this sense, “representation is an essential part of the 

process by which meaning is produced and exchanged between members of a culture. It 

does involve the use of language, of signs and images which stand for or represent 

things.”39  Representation can be used to reflect an already existing cultural meaning as 

well as construct a new meaning.  

One way to analyze how cultural elements become evident in media discourse is 

by looking at narratives existing within a certain discourse. Not only does narrative 

analysis reflect and reinforce cultural values and the production of meaning but it also 

allows a researcher to relate that meaning to political ideologies. This is important for this 
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study because one cannot analyze how media representation relates to the culture of a 

country such as Romania without considering the political ideology inherent in the 

culture. Representation is the process by which cultural concepts such as patriotism, 

wealth and love are symbolized in public discourse. Yet individuals are also subject to 

representation. As we symbolize subjects, we mark them with ideology. The goal of this 

project is to engage the intersections of representation, ideology and female athletes in 

Romanian and Western societies. 

 

Characteristics of Narrative Analysis. 

Narratives have existed since the beginning of human civilization. Some of the 

common stories that have proliferated across time and cultures are the Cinderella story, 

the story of True Love, the American dream or the Quest story. The Cinderella story for 

example follows the harsh life of a hero or heroine who struggle with an unjust life to 

eventually escape their world of misery and earn a better life. This story has been picked 

up in American culture in regards to celebrities such as the Williams sisters who grew up 

in poor conditions yet eventually became tennis champions and are now leading a much 

better, more famous and more successful life. 

Narrative analysis rests on the assumption that people use stories to understand their 

culture and make sense of their reality. Stories help define a particular culture and its 

structure. They reinforce myths characteristic of that culture and they allow the critic to 

learn what a culture is like by listening to the people’s narratives. Researchers such as 

Walter Fisher and Kenneth Burke argue that storytelling, along with symbolizing, are 

major human characteristics and that narratives, whether realistic or legendary, help 

describe a culture’s life experience.40 Furthermore, stories reflect and reinforce the values 

of a culture and can therefore function as cultural symbols that help identify those actions 

and experiences that delineate a culture’s morality. “Whether one interprets the inherent 

nature of the story as “moral,” “human,” or “counsel,” it is clearly rooted in value 

judgments.”41

Narrative critics can choose between several elements to analyze the stories that 

represent and influence a culture and its values: theme, structure, peripetia, narrative 

voice, characters, and style. 42
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Burke offers a method of analysis that combines the six elements mentioned 

above to illustrate the principles, or dynamics of human action existing in narratives. In 

his work on dramatism, Burke raised one of the basic questions related to the analysis and 

interpretation of stories: “What is involved, when we say what people are doing and why 

they are doing it?”43 To answer this question, Burke proposes five principles that 

establish the motives behind narratives. “In a rounded statement about motives, you must 

have some word that names the act (names what tool place, in thought or deed), and 

another that names the scene (the background of the act, the situation in which it 

occurred); also you must indicate what person or kind of person (agent), and the 

purpose.”44 Burke also suggests that these principles allow for different interpretations of 

a story depending on what elements of the narrative are emphasized and the relationship 

between these elements.  The author gives the following example:  “The (hero) agent 

with the help of a friend (co-agent) outwits the villain (counter-agent) by using a file 

(agency) that enables him to escape from the room where he was confined (scene).”45 In 

this case, one could analyze the agent and his actions as symbolizing deeper values 

associated with freedom and independence. Furthermore, one could focus on the scene 

and the illusion of entrapment, which motivates the agent’s desire to escape.46  

To illustrate the applicability of Burke’s pentad is a study by Birdsell on the 

narratives within one of Reagan’s war speeches. The narratives follow events that 

happened at the same time yet had total different motives and implications:  the terrorists 

attacks on Marines situated next to Lebanon and the American military operation in 

Grenada. While Reagan’s speech discussed both of these events, Birdsell argues that by 

focusing on different elements of the pentad the president was able to alleviate rumors 

following the Lebanon incident about the American military’s lack of preparation and at 

the same time emphasize the success in Grenada as an example of the precision and 

promptitude of the administration and of the armed forces. In explaining the Lebanon 

incident, Reagan focused on the scene of the event to suggest that the environment, the 

very presence of the troops in Beirut, created a situation where the Marines had little 

control over their security. Birdsell writes: 

Marine defenders are portrayed as incapable of dealing with the scene, or even 

recognizing its dangers. There was no way our Marines could know that there was 
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a bomb in the truck passing on the road. There was nothing in its appearance to 

suggest it was any different than the cars or trucks that were normally seen on and 

around the airport. 47

Once Reagan began speaking on the military action in Grenada, the focus of the speech 

shifted from emphasizing the scene as responsible for the resulting events to discussing 

the main actors involved in the military operations. While in Lebanon, the scene is 

described as mysterious, uncontrollable environment, Grenada is identified as a clear 

target of invasion because of the country’s communist politics and its close ties to the 

Soviet Union. “As Grenada is condemned for its chosen association with communists, so 

it is redeemed by the imposed American action. In other words, the agent successfully 

coopts the scene.”48 In discussing the attacks in Grenada, Reagan identifies a clear agent, 

the Soviet Union, as a symbol of evil ideology and a threat to American policy. The 

Soviet Union’s presence in Lebanon and Grenada, its simply being in these areas, 

necessitates American action as a means to protect the national interest and democratic 

ideals. “For Reagan, act serves as the benchmark for national interest, the means to 

protect freedom and the clearest definition of national identity.”49

While Birdsell’s study’ reflects the importance of scene in constructing certain 

storylines, characters constitute another main element of Burke’s pentad that must be 

given consideration in studies of representation. All stories have characters that engage in 

different types of behavior. “ Each character in the story serves a function in performing 

the culture that is defined.”50 The behavior of characters in a story and their relationships 

with other characters helps delineate the roles that they play in a narrative and helps 

explain cultural dynamics. Thus the emergence of characters from the interplay of act, 

scene and agency implies cultural values. 

The behavior and relationship of characters in a story is reflected not only by the 

textual narrative but also by the visual representation. The visual style of a story, the way 

characters are portrayed in the pictures accompanying the story further contributes to the 

understanding of a culture. The interplay of characters in stories as with their visual 

representation that accompany the textual display help delineate certain character types 

that speak to the cultural values implied by a story.  
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An example of the interplay of text and imagery to create character types is 

Rushing’s study of movie narratives about the Western hero. Here, the author analyzed 

the dialectical opposition of individualistic and community values implied in this 

Western myth. In doing so, Rushing used several pentadic elements to support his claims 

such as: actor, act and scene. For example, Rushing identified the American cowboy as 

the main actor of Western myths and points to the constant struggle that plagues the 

cowboy as he maintains his individuality while facing the demands of the community. 

Rushing writes, “In almost all expressions of the myth, the Western hero must somehow 

deal with the paradox of being alone and in a community.”51 Further on, Rushing alluded 

to the relationship between actor and scene in creating the story. The author emphasizes 

the importance of the desolate desert as a place where the Western cowboy hero can 

escape and find his solitude. At the other side of the spectrum is the village with its 

schools, churches, houses and the people inhabiting them, all elements that recreate the 

value of a community. It is the opposition of the desert as symbol of individuality and the 

village as symbol of the community, that guide the actor’s actions and determine his 

heroic aura. Rushing contends, “If he does not manifest rugged individualism in all of his 

crucial actions he cannot be a hero. Yet if he does not respond to the needs of a 

community, typically to be saved from outside or inside evil forces, he cannot meet the 

‘goodness’ requirements of s hero.”52

This opposition between individualism and community has persisted throughout 

history, from classical Westerns such as The Gunfighter to Butch Cassidy and the 

Sundance Kid and according to Rushing it can also be found in the stories of American 

politics. For example, Rushing argues that Jimmy Carter symbolized the “yeoman 

farmer” while Reagan played the role of the “town marshall.”53 In her identification of 

actors, and the scenes that set the stage for their actions, Rushing is able to use stories of 

the Western hero to interpret some of the deeper ideals of American culture such as: 

individualism, virility, courage, confidence and initiative. The American myth, Rushing 

suggests, is positive in that it allows the audience not only to have fun and participate in 

the myth but also to have a hero who “promises to redeem the country.”54

Different storylines allow for the creation of a variety of character types and these 

character types work to change or recreate deep cultural values. Dorsey, for example, 
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shows how shifting the character types in Western myth narratives, like the one 

mentioned by Rushing can construct ideology regarding environmental protection and 

land use. Dorsey analyzes how president Roosevelt altered the traditional myth by 

replacing the old “conqueror-hero” with a new “farmer-hero” and the “unlimited frontier” 

with a “limited frontier” to promote American values in support of environmental 

conservation.55 Dorsey argues that by changing the actor of the story from the traditional 

frontier hero, who was exploitative and violent toward the land, to the yeoman farmer 

who showed a lot more care for the environment, Roosevelt redefined the value of 

progress from its association with exploitation of the land to a community effort to 

preserve the environment.56

In addition to presidential address, narratives can be found in all types of media, 

from speeches, to movies, to paintings, to advertising and news. Specifically relevant to 

this project is a study conducted by Bird on how stories on ABC’s news magazine 

“reflect and reinforce cultural anxieties and concerns,” about AIDS.57 Bird’s choice of a 

news magazine for studying narratives points to the close relationship between news, 

narratives and ideology. News, maybe more than other type of media is powerful in 

creating and reflecting cultural and political ideologies because of its apparent focus on 

telling the truth.  Bird argues that what journalists deem as news is influenced by cultural 

conceptions of drama, conflict, and novelty, all elements of a storyline. “News, like 

folklore, is a cultural construction, a narrative that tells a story about things of importance 

or interest.”58  In this example, the author describes how folklore and news worked to 

propagate certain narratives about AIDS and the spread of the deadly disease. In 

analyzing these stories, Bird underlines the importance of subject matter in a narrative. 

“A neglected area has been an exploration of what the stories are actually about, and how 

they interrelate with the stories and concerns of the wider culture.”59  

Similar to Bird, in this study I analyzed the narratives of sport reports in one of 

Romania’s famous sports newspapers, Gazeta Sporturilor. In my analysis I explored how 

stories of Romanian female athletes interrelate with larger political events in Romania. I 

looked for elements such as act, agent, agency and scene but I focused primarily on the 

character types that emerged from the storylines in articles about female athletes to 

understand the degree to which these character types reflect and reinforce cultural 
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implications regarding women, sports and culture in the media.  Female athletes play 

specific roles in Romanian sports narratives and when repeated, these roles become 

subject position for understanding and defining these athletes and their performances. In 

this context, analyzing Romanian sports narratives helped me underline the 

representation of Romanian athletes inherent in these narratives. This further allowed me 

to explore the existence of different representations within Romania’s culture and 

political ideology. 

 

Narrative Analysis of Gazeta Sporturilor 

The literature on narrative analysis highlights the importance of stories in shaping 

and reinforcing different character types and the deeper cultural values suggested by the 

existence and actions of these agents. Furthermore, narrative analysis offers a unique 

venue for studying the specific relation between elements of a story and the cultural 

implication of the emphasis of certain relations in the media’s framing of narratives. 

To research the representation of female athletes in Romania, I performed a 

narrative analysis of one of Romania’s most popular sports magazine, Gazeta 

Sporturilor.  

Gazeta Sporturilor was founded in 1924 and is the third oldest European sports 

newspaper. The redaction of the newspaper provided me with the following historical 

background on Gazeta: 

 She experienced the romantism characterizing sports during the inter-bellum 

period, she covered the first Soccer World Cup in 1930 in Paraguay, she survived 

the Second World War and with exuberance on one side and censure on the other, 

she covered the performance of Romania’s biggest athletes throughout the last 

five decades.60

After 1989, Gazeta Sporturilor went through some harsh competition and struggled to 

maintain its legacy in the Sports media. In 1993, the newspaper lost its dominant position 

to another newspaper, Sportul Romanesc and then to Pro Sport. Gazeta failed to 

recapture the lead, despite changing presidents three times in the past ten years. During 

the past three years its specialty has changed five times circulating between a traditional 

and a tabloid format.61 Despite its ups and downs as far as popularity, I chose to analyze 
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Gazeta Sporturilor over its competing sports newspapers because ever since I was a 

teenager, it was the one newspaper that caught my attention amongst other newspapers at 

newsstands. The willingness of the members at the newspaper redaction to assist me with 

article collection was another reason for choosing this Gazeta for analysis. 

 Currently, the newspaper is edited by Ovidiu Ioanitoaie and Catalin Torontan who 

supervise the work of 200 journalists across two publishing locations in Romania: Cluj 

and Bucharest. The newspaper has a national focus but according to different events, the 

newspaper will publish local editions in different areas of the country. Gazeta Sporturilor 

has a national distribution and appears every day throughout the year except for holidays 

such as Easter and Christmas.  

 

Data Collection and analysis 

For this project, I analyzed every article published from April 20-May 05, 2005 that 

focused on female athletes. (see Appendix I for a list of articles analyzed) Some stories 

discussed both female athletes and male athletes. I limited my analysis by focusing solely 

on the narratives of female athletes and the visual display accompanying these narratives. 

The final sample included thirty articles, which I first translated from Romanian into 

English. While the number of articles is limited, it is appropriate given 1) the translation 

time; 2)the depth of narrative analysis; 3) the preliminary nature of this analysis. This is 

the first known study to interrogate the representation of female athletes in the Romanian 

press. 

 After a first translation, I proofread the articles again to find any key information or 

specific words that might have been ignored or misinterpreted in the translation. After 

completing the translation I organized the articles according to different sports. This 

allowed me to better follow certain storylines, which were spread across several issues of 

the newspaper.  

Overall, stories dealt with the following sports: gymnastics, handball, track and field, 

table tennis, tennis and weightlifting. These sports were emphasized over others  because 

the articles were collected during the late spring, when most of the athletes who play 

these sports participated in key events such as the European Championships, the World 

Championships or the National League.  In fact a majority of the female athletes 
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presented in these stories were highly successful in their sports. For example Elena Neag, 

the main character of the track and field narrative had just won the European 

Championships in the 1500 meter race, while Mihaela Steff had also earned the Gold 

medal at the European table tennis championships in Madrid. From this perspective, all 

articles had the three elements necessary for them to be considered newsworthy: drama, 

conflict and novelty. This was evident in the focus of the articles on some of the most 

prestigious and acknowledged competitions in the world, where athletes faced strong 

competition and tremendous athletic challenges. Furthermore, most of these events took 

place throughout the past year, therefore they all qualify as novel narratives. The time of 

year for the articles analyzed also explains why sports such as ice skating or skiing were 

not covered during the two weeks of my analysis. 

After arranging the articles by sport I proceeded to identify the different storylines 

emerging throughout the narratives. Then I individually analyzed these storylines 

individually by looking at the relationship between agent, act and scene to identify the 

specific character types played by female athletes and how these character types relate to 

their overall representation in Gazeta Sporturilor. Finally I situated the character types 

played by female athletes in Romanian media within the country’s larger political schema 

and compared the representation of female athletes in Romanian media with the 

representation of female athletes in American media. 

 

Summary 

To analyze the representation of female athletes in Romania one must consider 

the country’s cultural and political environment. One way to interpret the representation 

of female athletes in such context is through narrative analysis. In this chapter I 

elaborated on the underpinnings of narrative analysis and previewed Burke’s pentad as 

the narrative analysis method that I relied upon to interpret the reports on female athletes 

in Gazeta Sporturilor. After introducing the basic elements of narrative analysis I offered 

a few examples of how it has been applied in studies of politics and media representation. 

Finally I introduced the research material for my study, Gazeta Sporturilor and I 

described the way I used narrative analysis to study the representation of female athletes 

in Romanian media. 

 29



 

CHAPTER 3 

STORYLINES AND CHARCTER ROLES IN GAZETA SPORTURILOR 

 

Introduction 

To analyze the representation of female athletes in Gazeta Sporturilor I 

performed a narrative analysis where I first identified the storylines evident in the reports 

on female athletes and then investigated the character roles played by athletes in these 

storylines. As already mentioned in the previous chapter, I followed Burke’s suggestion 

of analyzing narratives by asking a first question, namely: What is the story about?  

I encountered two types of storylines: quest stories and sports battle stories. Quest 

stories usually centered around an athlete’s quest for athletic success or glory. The 

narrative followed the development of that athlete, the obstacles in her attempt to become 

successful and the eventual breach into the world of champions. Sports battle stories 

centered on controversies between authorities in certain sports such as coaches and  

federation members, or federation members, coaches and referees or referees, fans and 

club presidents. The sport itself became an arena for the development and conflict of 

interests between these authorities.  

After identifying specific storylines evident in the narratives on female athletes I 

analyzed what character roles female athletes tend to fulfill in these storylines. 

I argue that there are at least two roles that female characters seem to play as evidenced 

by their narratives: female athletes as heroines and female athletes as marionettes. In 

what follows next, I describe the identified storylines, paying particular attention to the 

elements of narrative proposed by Kenneth Burke. 

 

Quest stories 

The quest represents a story of heroic implications. The main character is usually 

equipped with highly esteemed characteristics such as courage, faith, will power and self- 

confidence. The story follows unique events in the life of the character: the hardships and 

obstacles that must be overcome, and the success and glory that await the resolution of 

the journey. Quests are part of the shared reality of a culture and allow for the formation 
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of common fantasy themes that foster the spread of that reality through communication. 

As Gronbeck and Sillars argued in their explanation of fantasy themes: “there is a 

connection between the symbols we use and the reality we experience or the knowledge 

we have of the world.”62 Bohrman argues that storylines create the basis for 

communication between individuals, sharing common experiences and creating mutual 

understanding. 63

Quest stories have been around since the beginning of human civilization and serve 

witness to particular cultures. A few examples of quest stories include  Gutenberg’s 

invention of the printing press, Fleming’s invention of Penicilin and America’s first 

spaceship to the Moon. Quest stories exist across human interests and activities from 

politics to science to technology and sports. A few examples of quest stories in sports 

include Hillary’s first ascent on Mount Everest, Lance Armstrong’s seven Tour de France 

wins, Navratilova’s tennis career or Nadia Comaneci’s first perfect score in gymnastics. 

In Gazeta Sporturilor, several articles rely on the quest narrative to organize the 

story. One example is the story of weightlifter Marioara Munteanu, titled “I was dying of 

hunger.” The story follows the athlete’s quest to become a world -class weightlifter. 

While the story is shaped in the form of an interview, it has the required elements that 

make it a quest: a hero in the person of Marioara Munteanu; a villain exemplified by the 

coaches at Galati; a character that helps the main hero overcome all obstacles; and a 

happy ending where Marioara manages to succeed despite all odds. 

The beginning of the story introduces the main character and sets the scene for the 

events that enfolded during the her quest for glory. Marioara was born in Galati in a 

modest family, with two brothers and one sister. Since a very young age she dedicated 

her life to sports.  Marioara explains: “I was not thinking about Discos, I never had a 

childhood. While for other girls, childhood meant puppets, for me it meant being in the 

gym, I dedicated my life to sport.” 

In 1996, when she reached 18 years of age, Marioara was recruited by the National 

Team for weightlifting and came to Bucharest, the capital of Romania, to train and 

compete at international events. The first obstacle in her quest came when she was 

injured while training in Bucharest. Marioara was forced to move to another city in 

Romania, Galati, to train at a local club. Her life only got more difficult at Galati where 

 31



she had to overcome horrible living conditions and degrading treatment from the coaches. 

Marioara recounts her experience at Galati in a quote that symbolizes the apogee of her 

sufferance and the climax of the story 

I took 8th place at the Olympics in 2000. I did not ask for a house, just to be able 

to have a normal life. They made total fun of me: did not give me anything, not 

even a place to sleep, I was forced to sleep at friends’ houses. I was starving, 

literally. I was walking at night on the streets and wondering how I would make it 

through next day’s practice. I was saying to myself that I have to be patient, 

maybe God will see me. 64

Despite the cruel conditions that Marioara had to endure in order to practice her sport, 

she continued to show the same dedication and commitment that characterized her 

performance since she first began weightlifting. Marioara’s belief stayed strong and will- 

power allowed her to continue her quest for success. As with all heroes, Marioara 

eventually received help from a companion. In this case it was a coach, Saranciuc, in 

Bistrita, another Romanian city. Saranciuc, offered to take Marioara under his protection. 

Saranciuc had followed Marioara’s development as a weightlifter ever since she had 

practiced at Galati. At first, he was not convinced of her ability to become a world- class 

athlete, especially as a female weightlifter: “ I had been following her for a long time. I 

first saw her in 1997 but I was not sure that girls are made for this type of sport.” 

Soon enough, he was persuaded by her work ethic and her ability to post good 

results, despite the harsh living and training conditions: “Many told me I am making a 

major mistake by bringing her to Bistrita. They said she is a failure and has no chance to 

become professional. But my eye did not cheat me.” Saranciuc waited for the right 

moment to take Marioara under his wing. When Marioara recognized that the conditions 

at Galati had become unbearable he offered her to transfer to Bistrita. He continues:  “At 

Galati she did not have anything, no preparation, no conditions, no pay. You cannot be a 

professional athlete with only 2 millions.65 She asked me for 3 things: a decent salary, 

help her get her high-school diploma and help her continue her studies. I took care of it.” 

The interview explains that since her transfer to Bistrita, Marioara has found her most 

desired peace and harmony. She is happy with the training conditions and benefits from 
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the trust and respect of the coaching staff. She is free to state her worries and complaints 

in a supportive environment.  

Since 2003 I am at Bistrita. I can say that God put his hand on my head. What matters 

is that now I lead a normal life and therefore results came. I am happy with what I 

have and when I don’t get what I want I protest, however Bistrita gave me what I 

wanted and I posted results. 

In 2004 Marioara earned the Gold Medal at the European Championships and reached the 

apogee of her athletic career. Despite all obstacles and difficulties she had to overcome, 

her faith and her dedication allowed her to succeed and begin a new history for female 

weightlifters in Romania. “Those at Galati will regret my departure their whole life. I am 

proud that I made it all on my own and that I trusted myself.” 

Marioara’s narrative is an example of a sports quest where the heroine, Marioara is 

confronted with the difficulties of training such as living in a harsh environment such as 

Romania and yet succeeds in her quest to become a world -class athlete. Her act becomes 

symbolic for deeper cultural values such as courage, work ethic and dedication. As the 

heroine, Marioara represents an ideology that priviledges the individual who can 

overcome the environment. As the heroine, Marioara represents an ideology that 

privileges the individual who can overcome the environment. 

If Marioara’s narrative is an example of a quest story encountered in women’s 

weightlifting, another quest story identified in Gazeta Sporturilor is that of table tennis 

player, Mihaela Steff, a Romanian table tennis player who recently won Gold at the 

European Championships.  Once again all elements of a quest story are present: Mihaela 

is the heroine and the main character of the story; the obstacles to her success are her 

opponents at the tournament, the injuries that she suffered before the European 

Championships as well as the tiredness and the stress of the competition. The helping 

force behind her athletic journey is her husband, Marius. Just like the weightlifting report, 

the story begins by introducing Mihaela. She was born in Bistrita and at first she had a 

big passion for soccer. Her athletic abilities were evident from a young age when she 

used to play elbow- to- elbow with her guy friends without fear of being injured and 

without an inferiority complex. She eventually switched to table-tennis and moved to 

Germany and then to Italy in search for the perfect training conditions. She had to 
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overcome the difficulty of living away from her parents for many years and learning to 

live on her own from a young age. But she was determined to achieve success and in 

2004 she qualified for the European Championships in Denmark. There, Mihaela, faced 

some of the top players in Europe and kept her focus despite the physical and mental 

exhaustion: “The European champs tired me out, I played 3 matches a day” 

In her attempt to surpass all the obstacles in her quest for glory, Mihaela benefits 

from the help and support of her husband, Marius. Marius not only brings her good luck 

by accompanying her to every tournament but his presence there, though hardly 

noticeable helps Mihaeala focus and allows her to remain self-confident. Remembering 

her marriage to Marius and their relationship so far, Mihaela states with compassion: “I 

can still remember how I was sitting in the park, freezing, waiting for our turn to get 

married. In the end it went well and I think I made I good choice with Marius. His 

presence helps me out a lot at tournaments.” In spring 2005, despite all obstacles and 

with the help of Marius, Mihaeala reached the apogee of her career and earned the Gold 

medal at the European Championships. She climbed seven spots in the world rankings to 

number 7,the highest position she held during her life as a professional table tennis 

player. 

Yet in sports, the quest story can be about more than just winning. This is the case for 

track athlete Elena Neag. The heroine, Elena, has already reached the apogee of her 

career by winning in the spring of 2005, the European Championships in 1500m. Her 

quest however is to be able to legally retain this title because the International Track 

Federation is accusing her of having posted high levels of the HCG hormone during the 

championships, a hormone that is often associated with doping. The setting for the 

development of the story is her test results during the championships as well as her 

unique performance. 

During the investigations, Elena had to overcome the physical and emotional stress 

caused by speculations from the press and the doubt amongst other athletes and coaches 

regarding her athletic performance. “It was a horrible period for me. Not even Eastern 

was how it was supposed to be. During this period everyone looked crooked at me, like I 

was guilty,” said Elena in an interview. 
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The Romanian Track Federation is trying to solve the case by investigating the 

possible reasons for Elena’s high level of HCG. The Romanian Track Federation 

therefore plays a support role in helping determine a possible explanation for the doping 

accusations and allowing Elena to keep her title. 

The resolution of the story has a happy ending as the Romanian Track Federation in 

cooperation with the National Medical Institute for Athletics, conclude that Elena’s high 

levels of HCG were due to a miscarriage that she suffered just before the European 

Championships. Elena is declared not guilty of doping and is successful in her quest not 

only to win the European Gold Medal but also to be able to keep it. In this quest story, 

Burke’s pentad becomes quite obvious: the heroine, Elena, with the help of a co- agent, 

the Romanian track Federation, beats the villain, the doping allegations made by the 

International Track Federation by using agency, Elena’s honesty and self confidence in 

her innocence, in a scene of doubt and speculations. 

The quest stories in Gazeta Sporturilor, while similar to many other quest stories 

around the world and more precisely in the world of sports, have certain characteristics 

that make them unique to the Romanian culture. One such characteristic represents the 

actual quest that the athletes must overcome. In both Marioara and Mihaela’s narrative, 

the athletes must surmount obstacles mostly associated with poor training and coaching 

conditions. This constant struggle against material insufficiency is representative for 

Romania’s larger political and economic situation, which is one of poverty and struggle. 

While the search for perfect training and coaching condition is a common theme for 

professional athletes, in the case of Romanian athletes this struggle is more extreme. 

Marioara, for example, had to overcome not only an abusing club but lacked even the 

most basic elements to a normal life such as food and shelter.  

The extreme struggle for material and moral support portrayed in quest stories in 

Gazeta Sporturilor contribute to underlying the heroic characteristics of the main 

protagonists of these narratives: Romanian athletes. Their ability to overcome these 

obstacles is not only evidence of the heroic role that they come to play in these stories but 

is also representative for the larger Romanian culture.  
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  Sports battles 

A second set of storylines follows the conflicts between coaches and other 

external influences to sport such as fans, referees and athletic federations. In these 

narratives, the actual athletic activities become the background for the depiction of 

conflicts among certain interest groups within the sports institution. 

A premier example is a handball narrative following the incidents that took place 

at a match between two rival teams Rapid and Brasov. Despite the fact that the match 

was played at Rapid’s facility, the referees favored Brasov and allowed the team to tie the 

score in the last minute of the match. Gazeta Sporturilor summarized the unfolding of the 

events as follows: “Yesterday’s match between Rapid and Brasov that resulted in a tie 

30-30 had a burning finish. Even if the home team was leading 30-25 in the last minute 

they were tied by Brasov. “ Thieves, you are thieves. You were sent to screw us,” 

screamed Rapid’s coaches to the referees. “In the tension created, the reporter for Gazeta, 

Alexandru Nicodim was surrounded by several supporters of Rapid, one of whom hit him 

in the mouth with a fist. The referees who helped Brasov, especially in the first half of the 

game, were spit at and harassed by fans of the local team, when they left the court. 

After having described the drama that enfolded at the match, the story goes on to 

recount the follow up reactions about the event. Rapid’s assistant coach, Cristina Dogaru, 

members of the Handball federation and even the director of Rapid’s fan club apologized 

for the incident suffered and reflected on the larger conflicts existing in Romanian 

handball. In her apology, Dogaru, emphasized that the referees were corrupted and that 

the Handball federation should be sued for allowing such corruption in the sport. “They 

cheated with the federation’s support. It’s already 5 matches that they are cheating on us 

but we can’t talk because we end up being suspended and threatened.” 

Rapid’s president, Mihai Zaharia also apologized for the incident that took place 

at the game. “I can’t believe that something like this happened. But don’t you see what 

fans we have? At soccer we had to play with closed doors. It’s true that the referees were 

against us but what did that poor reporter have to do with that?” Finally, the president of 

Rapid’s fan club, Gigi Corsicanu disputed his own implication in the fans’ behavior by 

arguing that the fan who attacked the journalist writing for Gazeta did not atually belong 

to Rapid’s fan club.  

 36



After presenting follow- up reactions about the accident that took place at the 

Rapid-Brasov match, the narrative explores some of the larger issues and altercations 

between coaches, fans and referees existing in Romanian handball, especially in Rapid’s 

history. The story presents other violent incidents where Rapid’s fans stormed the court 

during matches and beat up both players and referees. In 2000, for example, Rapid’s fans, 

armed with knives and a gas pistol followed another team’s fans and threatened to beat 

them. In 1995, they even went on the court and harassed some of the players from the 

rival team. Behind these incidents lie accusations of corrupt referees and ignorant 

members of the federation who allow for such incidents without taking any measures to 

secure fair scoring, refereeing and treatment of teams. 

 The narrative of the violent incident at a handball game between two rival teams 

is just one example of the deeper conflicts existing in this sport. Other narratives of the 

same sport are more peaceful, but their focus once again points to the rivalries and 

altercations existing in this sport. An example of such a storyline is the report that follows 

the transfer of handball coach Gheorghe Tadici  from Siltocub, his old team that he  

coached for 26 years, to a new team Oltchim. Tadici, one of the most esteemed Romanian 

handball coaches decided to take on Oltchim, after having helping Siltocub qualify in the 

premier league three times. The reasons for Tadici’s transfer are motivated, on one side, 

by Siltocub’s president’s lack of care for the team. Tadici stated, “The authorities don’t 

help Silcotub at all, I am leaving to Oltchim with 5- players for Silcotub.” Adding to the 

dissatisfaction with Siltocub’s authorities is Oltchim’s generous offer to hire Tadici as a 

head coach. According to the article in Gazeta, “The directors of Oltchim, desperate with 

the results of the past years where they failed to win the national title are ready to give 

everything to Tadici for him to come coach this team.” 

The end of the storyline is filled with suspense as Oltchim’s old coach 

acknowledges his retirement and exposes his worries for Oltchim’s fate as he explains: “I 

have only one wish: to live 2 more years and see what happens with this club that I gave 

my life for.” While throughout this narrative, no actual physical conflict is mentioned, 

storyline the still focuses on the tensions existing in Romanian handball between teams, 

coaches, fans and referees. The Federation is often blamed for the corruption existing in 

the sport and many times its lack of action to solve the situation leads to violent 
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altercations. Together all these elements help shape the sports battle metaphor, in other 

words, an environment where sports becomes the arena for disputes between financial 

interests and corrupted authorities. 

The controversy between coaches and the National Medical Institute regarding 

two Romanian gymnasts that suffered spine injuries represents another narrative where 

sports becomes an arena for disputes between authorities. The controversy began after the 

National Medical Institute prohibited two gymnasts, Alexandra Eremie and Monica Rosu, 

to train and participate in competitions for six months due to severe spinal injuries. The 

two coaches, Belu and Bitang were unhappy with the decision and made reproaches to 

the director of the National Medical Institute. They argued that the gymnasts not longer 

complained of back problems and that even the athletes themselves could testify to this. 

The Medical Institute acknowledged that the two gymnasts could sign a disclaimer where 

they would have to assume the serious health risks associated with training or competing 

during these six months, nevertheless the institute continued to advise the coaches that 

they gymnasts need to rest and recuperate for a while. Viern, the president of the 

Gymnastics federation also criticized the Medical Institute’s decision to interdict the 

gymnasts to practice: “those at INMS think that they know everything. It’s not right for 

them to have a monopoly on the final saying over the athletes’ health. We should be able 

to consult other specialists as well.” The article reports that the president is now the two 

athletes will get even fatter because they will not be able to practice and participate at the 

World championships in Gent next week.  

The story lacks a smooth organization of events and even a resolution but the 

focus is not necessarily on offering a chronological description but rather on emphasizing 

the conflicts between the Gymnastics coaches and the Medical Institute, two key 

authorities in the world of sports. Gymnastics itself becomes merely the scene for the 

development of disputes between these two organizations; the sport itself is nearly 

irrelevant. Moreover, it is the companions of the athletes, the coaches and federation 

members that have agency and control the act, while the main protagonists, the athletes, 

remain in the background. 

Finally, the sports battle storyline is evident in a report on the Romanian 

gymnastics team joining in a political spectacle. The narrative describes the arrival of the 
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National Gymnastics team, led by coaches Belu and Bitang, in Piata Universitatii, a 

central square in Bucharest where citizens gathered to publicly protest against the kidnap 

of three Romanian journalists in Iraq. The gymnastics coaches showed their compassion 

and care for the Romanian journalists and publicly expressed their hopes that the 

Romanian reporters be freed and allowed to return to their home country. Belu and 

Bitang explained, “We hope that our arrival will be a sign of hope in a big insecurity and 

that this situation will end quickly with the ending expected by all Romanians.” While 

this narrative does not necessarily focus on the tensions between different authorities in 

Gymnastics, it does emphasize a more international dilemma, the struggle of sports as an 

institution to become a vehicle for promoting international peace and inter- cultural 

understanding. Despite the unquestioned value of using sport as a metaphor of peace and 

harmony, important for this project is the fact that once again, the actual athletes become 

the scene, while their coaches receive all agency.  

 Whether the conflict emphasized in the sport battle storylines is played out 

internally, between authorities of the same sport or externally, between authorities of a 

certain sport and international actors, sport becomes the venue for developing these 

tensions. Each narratives portrays the close relationship between sports and culture in 

Romania. In the handball stories, sport becomes the arena for emphasizing the conflicts 

characteristic of that sport between fans, coaches, referees and club members. As I will 

explain in the next chapter, the violence prevalent throughout the narrative points to the 

larger Romanian culture, a culture whose political structure caused such destruction of 

the individual that values such as common sense and rationality were often ignored in day 

to day life. 

Within these narratives as well as the previous quest stories certain character roles 

emerge that characterize the representation of female athletes in Romania. It is important 

to acknowledge that these character roles and implicit the representation of these athletes 

is tightly related to Romania’s cultural and political environment. In chapter 6, this 

relationship will become essential in explaining and interpreting the representation of 

female athletes. 
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  The sports heroine 

One particular role that female athletes play throughout several narratives is the  

“heroine” in a quest for athletic glory and success. In antiquity, heroes were characters 

that possessed supernatural qualities, which they used to surpass extraordinary events. In 

doing so, heroes imposed esteemed virtues over evil forces in the world. Tragic heroes 

nevertheless, often had a certain weakness or flaw that in the end proved to be fatal to 

their existence.  Achile’s tendon is one example. In modern culture, heroes came to 

symbolize everyday individuals that happened to find themselves in unique situations 

which they managed to escape against all odds. Their success allowed them to earn their 

status as heroes. Hollywood movies like “Die Hard,” “Bad Boys,” “Lethal Weapon” and 

more recently “I Robot” are just a few example of plots whose main characters escape 

from impossible traps to save the day and come to represent the heroes of the story. 

Despite their lack of supernatural power, their actions tend to embody cultural virtues 

such as courage, will power, strength and determination. 

The heroines in Gazeta Sporturilor incorporate elements of both tragic heroes and 

modern culture heroes.  Tragic heroes with supernatural powers are replaced by 

Romanian sports heroes that posses unique athletic skills as well as physical and mental 

ability. Most of them are part of the National Team, which includes the top athletes in 

every sport and which represents Romania at International events such as the Olympics, 

the World Championships or the European Championships. Weightlifter Marioara 

Munteanu, for example won several medals before becoming European Champion, 

Mihaela Steff was ranked amongst the first twenty table tennis players in the world, 

Elena Neag is a member of the Olympic Track team and just earned the Gold Medal at 

the European Championships in Madrid. Besides their athletic abilities, these heroines 

also posses superior moral characteristics such as will-power, determination and 

decisiveness. Many of them like weightlifter Marioara Munteanu and Mihaela Steff come 

from modest families and since a young age dedicated their entire life to sports. Despite 

often poor training conditions, these athletes showed tremendous work ethic and 

determination in their quest for athletic success, more exactly in their quest for European 

and World Titles. When European Champion Mihaela Steff returned home after wining 

the European Championships, one of the most prestigious table tennis tournaments in the 
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world, she immediately began practicing for the upcoming World Championships in 

Gent. Likewise, The Romanian gymnastics team spent Easter in a hotel in Belgium 

because they had just finished competing at the European Championships. The following 

day they returned home to begin practices for the World Championships. Despite the 

stress and physical demands of their sports, despite travels all around the world, despite 

having to live out of a suitcase for most of the time, these athletes were unstoppable in 

reaching their ideals.  

Finally, the one element that determines their persona as heroines is their ability 

to take their fate into their own hands and follow their destiny without hesitation. 

Weightlifter Marioara Munteanu for example dedicated her life to weightlifting. In her 

quest she had to overcome injuries, endure the humiliation of a club that did not offer her 

a decent place to sleep nor appropriate nutrition and prove wrong to all those that doubted 

her ability to become a true champion. Captured on a trail that seemed to have a dead 

end, regarding her athletic performance, Marioara continued with the same dedication 

and determination that she proved since she first began practicing this sport. When 

conditions at the club in Galati became unbearable she decided to transfer to another 

club--even if this meant moving to another city and having to adapt to a new 

environment. She never looked back and embraced the training and living conditions at 

the new club. When her cause seemed lost she found a way to keep going. She had the 

strength to stand up to her old coach at Galati and transfer to a new club. She kept her 

belief and her self- confidence and this wllowed her to succeed. And when she did 

succeed, her first thought went back to her family and God, the two elements that gave 

her strength and peace throughout her times of struggle. When asked upon her return 

from the European Championships where she would first go, Marioara answered: “From 

the airport I will go directly to my parents in Braila. They’re modest people, I haven’t 

seen them in 4 months.” Throughout her quest, Marioara portrayed the characteristics of 

a true heroine: will power, strength, self confidence and determination mixed with a drop 

of humbleness, love and dedication to her sport as well as to her family. 

Mihaela Steff also portrays the perfect heroine in her story about conquering the 

Gold Medal at the European Championships. Like Marioara, Mihaela has a certain 

amount of humbleness and modesty. Her first thoughts upon winning the European 
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Championships go to her family and her husband who supported her throughout her 

career and brought harmony and peace to Mihaela’s mentally and physically demanding 

lifestyle. Her family and her husband come to symbolize sources of physical as well as 

emotional replenishment, an oasis of peace and tranquility where Mihaela can rest and 

refocus for her next sports quest. 

Humbleness and assertiveness become complementary attributes in the final quest 

story, that of heroine Elena Neag. This storyline focuses on Elena’s struggle to keep her 

European Title, which was questioned by the International federation due to the increased 

levels of HCG found in her blood during the tournament. Elena’s struggle is slightly 

different than the one of Marioara and Mihaela. She already won the European title and 

proved her athleticism and talent. Her quest is to prove to the International Federation 

that she earned the Gold Medal solely based on her work ethic, will- power and 

determination and not through the use of banned substances. When everyone was 

questioning her athleticism and more importantly her honesty, Elena remained calm and 

though disappointed by the allegations Elena continued to focus on her training. Gazeta 

reports: 

Elena, do you know that those at IAAF closed you file? No, I am finding out now, 

what great news. It was a horrible period for me. Not even Eastern was how it was 

supposed to be. During this period everyone looked crocket at me, like I was 

guilty. I just started preparing for Brasov. 

 Soon enough the case was solved and Elena’s high HCG levels were attributed to 

a miscarriage and not doping. This finding gave rise to new speculations about Elena’s 

personal life. Once again, the heroine maintained her composure and managed to tune out  

the allegations and eventually succeed in reaching her goal. Throughout this storyline, 

Elena comes to encompass several heroic attributes: courage, determination, will power 

and dedication. Her assertiveness becomes obvious when speaking about the Romanian 

Track Federation’s results on the issue. “So you admit that loosing a pregnancy was the 

cause for the increase in HCG? My intimate business is of no ones interest. The file sent 

to IAAF is confidential” In her answer, Elena shows tact and wisdom. When the media 

tries to pull private information from Elena, information that would inevitably allow for 

new gossip columns about the athlete’s private life, the heroine offers the perfect answer. 
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Her action illustrates another of the heroic elements: the ability to take the right action at 

the right time.  

 Despite her professional relationship with the Romanian Track Federation, and 

despite her reliance on the Federation’s coaches for training as well as financial support, 

Elena is not afraid to voice her complaints about the federation’s lack of promptitude and 

concern for their athletes. When asked whether the members of the Federation contacted 

her once they fond that she was clean Elena answered: “ I don’t think they finished their 

vacation yet. They only let me know when something bad is going on. When everything 

is fine, I have no news from them.” Elena’s remark is both ironic and honest. Her 

statement points out some of the underlying problems between her and the Federation 

and while this constitutes a reason for disappointment, it does not prohibit Elena from 

continuing in her dedication and commitment to her cause. Just like Marioara and 

Mihaela, Elena embodies all elements of a true sports heroine: mental and physical 

strength, commitment, tenacity, dedication, honesty and will- power. 

 The athlete’s attributes in quest stories are underlined by their positioning with 

respect to the scene of their performance, their actual activity as well as their agency 

throughout the narrative. While agency is a common characteristic of successful athletes 

throughout the world, with Romanian athletes, agency comes to play a major role in 

underlining their heroic statute and their empowering representation. Considering  

Romania’s poverty and lack of financial support in sport, athletes are often confined to 

those few clubs that offer to take care of them. Often these athletes do not dare to transfer 

to other locations or even countries. This oppressing scene for athletic development 

makes it very difficult for athletes to take individual decisions and assume any risks. 

While in more democratic countries like America or France or Germany, it is the scene, 

namely a very supportive and encouraging training environment that offers many choices 

in terms of perfect working conditions and allows for much easier development of agency 

and more simple decision making, Romanian sports heroines lack that type of 

environment. Therefore, they must dig deep within their own soul and find the courage 

and fate necessary to risk their careers and leave those clubs that offered minimum 

support in search for better conditions. This agency, while hard to find and manifest, 

provides for a very empowering representation of these athletes and ultimately results in 
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deep respect and admiration. These athletes that develop this type of agency and achieve 

success in their quests become role models for thousands of children in the country who 

are then motivated to train hard and commit to their sport but more importantly, to 

believe in themselves and learn to act independently. 

  

  The marionette 

A second key role that female athletes portray in the articles of Gazeta Sporturilor 

is that of a marionette. In the context of this analysis, by marionette I am referring to a 

person whose actions are controlled by another person that is in a superior position. 66

 In this context, a marionette is a female player whose actions are controlled by the coach. 

Characters that play the role of marionettes are usually passive, silent individuals that 

hesitate to voice their opinion or their perspective on issues of personal as well as 

professional involvement. Rather, they remain quiet and follow the lead of so called 

puppeteers or those individuals that offer them protection yet at the same time hold the 

strings of their action and development. 

In Gazeta Sporturilor, athletes who play the role of marionette are present in the 

sports battle storyline where the athlete’s performance loses it’s centrality and becomes 

the scene for the development of conflicts between organizational figures. The stories 

following the handball tournament, as well as the ones covering gymnastics, are premiere 

examples where athletes play the role of marionettes controlled by coaches, club 

presidents or directors of sports federations. For example, in the storyline that follows the 

incidents that happened at a handball match between Brasov and Rapid, two reputable 

teams in the National league, the players and their performance become the scene for the 

controversy between fans, referees and coaches. Not only do the athletes remain silent 

during this specific controversy, they never seem to voice their complaints with regard to 

the training and competing conditions in Romanian handball, conditions that are far 

beyond acceptable. The president of Rapid describes some of the incidents in handball in 

his interview with Gazeta:  

In 1997 and 1998, at the matches sustained on home court against Galati, the fans 

entered the court and hit referees and players. I can still remember the beating I 

got: things like that only happen there. In 2000 Oltchim’s fans were run down on 
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the Grant bridge by Rapid’s fans who had knives and a gas pistol: I was praying 

to loose the match because if not there would have been killings. In 1995 at 

another game against Oltchim Rapid’s fans even hit he players.  

Throughout this entire story, the players become victims of outsider’s aggression, yet 

they fail to protest against these violent conditions. In this case, athletes become part of 

the scene to be acted upon and the agitators move into what Burke would call the position 

of “Actor” in the story. Not only do handball players remain silent and passive when 

exposed to controversial situations that normally demand some sort of action or 

complaint, they appear to blindly follow the decisions of their coaches. In the storyline 

that presents coach Tadici’s transfer from Silcotub to Oltchim the players’ opinion on the 

topic is not emphasized. When Tadici mentions that as part of his transfer he will take 

five players with him, the lack of player’s response, their silence when faced with having 

to transfer to a new club illustrates their lack of agency. If in the quest stories, athletes 

took their cause into their own hand and were their own authorities, athletes play the role 

of marionettes with no saying over their fate in sports battle stories. Female athletes 

become simple lottery tickets that allow coaches on the wining team to receive glory and 

fans on the loosing team another opportunity for vandalism and violence. 

Similarly to the marionette role played by handball players is the role played by 

gymnasts in the narratives about this particular sport. Just like in the handball narrative, 

in gymnastics, media stories about athletes and their performance become the scene for 

controversies between other actors in the sports context. 

In the article about coaches Belu and Bitang, for example, the main issue of  

dispute is the health of two Romanian gymnasts, Monica Rosu and Alexandra Eremie 

who showed serious spinal problems at the most recent medical tests. The health of the 

gymnasts and their ability to train however becomes the façade for articulating some of 

the deeper tensions between the authorities of this sport. Romanian gymnastics has built a 

tremendous reputation throughout years as one, if not the best team in the World and this 

allowed coaches to gain popularity and fame. The gymnasts’ sacrifices that allowed for 

their coaches’ fame are often ignored and easily forgotten since the media seldom 

discusses what happens with those world class gymnasts once their careers end, or when 
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they suffer life long injuries that not only prohibit them from ever doing sports again but 

also affect their ability to lead normal lives.  

Gymnasts, in other words, are the marionettes of these coaches, the follow their 

instructions blindly in search of a one day dream of standing on the Olympic podium. 

This is evidenced by the article where coaches Belu and Bitang desperately try to 

convince the Medical Institute to allow the two gymnasts to practice and compete. The 

gymnasts themselves don’t speak about their injury, nor do they attempt to contemplate 

on their overall living conditions. The president of the Romanian Gymnastics federation 

criticizes the Medical Institute for its monopoly on the gymnasts’ right to practice by 

arguing: “those at INMS think that they know everything. It’s not right for them to have a 

monopoly on the final saying of the athletes’ health.” In other words, it should not be the 

Medical Institute to have the monopoly over athletes’ health but the coaches. Either way, 

the fate of these gymnasts seems to be in the hands of some authority rather than their 

own persona. In the end the Medical Institute seems to have the upper hand in the conflict 

and the gymnasts do not participate at the World Championships. The picture 

accompanying the report strengthens this condition by presenting coach Belu  talking to 

members from the National Center for Sports Medicine, obviously trying to convince the 

members of the Center to allow the gymnasts to train and compete. There are no female 

gymnasts depicted in the picture, but then again this is not about them, they are probably 

at the facility practicing while the coaches supervise all other aspects of their lifes not 

only as athletes but also as individuals. It this scenario, the coaches become the core 

characters of Romania’s gymnastics story and the ones to receive all the fame and 

recognition. More importantly, in this story, the two gymnasts remain silent when 

confronted both with the coaches arguing for their lack of physical problems as well as 

the president making derogatory remarks regarding their weight.   

The gymnasts’ passive attitude is also evidenced in the story covering the protests 

from Piata Universitatii against the kidnap by Iraqi terrorists of three Romanian 

journalists. At the coaches’ suggestion, the gymnastics team joined the public protesters 

to support the call made by the Romanian federation for peace and understanding in the 

name of Sport. While the gymnastics team overall becomes associated with values of 

unity and patriotism, the athletes’ themselves are voided of any individuality and agency. 
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They came there at the coaches’ decision and their presence serves to build the reputation 

and popularity of these authoritative figures. In doing this, they only strengthen the 

notion that a marionette is nothing without a puppeteer to hold its strings. Marionettes 

have not real identity besides that created by the puppeteer. Therefore, gymnasts play the 

roles that coaches and other organizations choose for them whether it is symbol of 

national identity, or patriots. The athletes themselves remain silent and apparently 

acceptant of their fate. The picture portrays four gymnasts in their national outfits 

surrounded by local citizens gathered there to protest against the kidnap of the Romanian 

journalists and demand their freedom. While the gymnasts are definitely the focus of the 

picture, the story is one about their coach, Belu. This emphasis becomes clear in the title 

which reads: “Supporting the hostages, Ilie Nastase, Octavian Belu, Mariana Bitang and 

the Romanian gymnasts participated yesterday at the protest in Universitatii Square.” The 

coaches’ names are listed next to that of Ilie Nastase, the most famous tennis player in 

Romania’s history. The gymnasts also appear in the title yet their names are never 

mentioned which suggest that they are not as important or maybe as influential as their 

coaches, they are rather in a posture of inferiority. Continuing with the report, the story 

describes Belu’s choice to bring his team to join the protests regarding the Romanian 

journalists and make a call to the Iraqi Federation to free them. Both in the picture and in 

the story, the gymnasts are portrayed as passive. The picture reveals their faces clearly 

and while their physiognomy expresses compassion, their protest is silent and no attempt 

for vocal reproaches is visible. Their passivity is then complemented by Belu’s vocal 

claims in the article where he expresses his regret for the events that took place and 

makes a call for a swift and peaceful resolution of the conflict. Belu then becomes central 

to the portrayal as well as understanding of female gymnastics and his actions are 

representative for the athletes that practice under his authority. 

While in quest stories, heroines had tremendous agency, in sports battle stories, it 

is the companions of the main characters that have agency rather than the athletes 

themselves. The roles of these athletes are designed by how they respond to the main 

agents in the narrative, coaches and club presidents. This type relationship between agent, 

scene and agency is in a way similar to narratives about criminal acts such as bank 

robberies. In these stories, criminals partner up in order to be successful yet one of them 
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is usually the mastermind planning the robbery while the other mainly helps with the 

execution. The success in the end depends on the mastermind’s ability to come up with a 

good plan. Interestingly, in most cases the agency relies with the mastermind and he gets 

most of the glory if the crime succeeds, while the other person becomes almost a chess 

piece that helped the mastermind trigger his shot. If the mastermind fails however, the 

guy actually executing the crime is often the first to get caught and punished. This same 

relationship seems to be apparent in sports drama stories in Gazeta, where athletes are 

played for by coaches, club presidents and other national organization. These entities 

constantly seem to fight over agency while athletes become the scene for their struggle to 

gain control. Female athletes come to represent marionettes in the fight for fame and 

popularity. 

 

Summary 

Two different storylines emerged in the narratives of Gazeta Sporturilor that suggest two 

character roles played by female athletes in Romanian media: quest stories, where 

athletes played the roles of sports heroines and sports battle stories where athletes were 

portrayed as marionettes. Quest stories included storylines about weightlifting, table 

tennis and track athletes, and focused on the character’s quest for athletic glory and 

success. Throughout the quest, sports heroines showed characteristics such as 

independence and assertiveness as well as exceptional mental and physical ability. These 

skills help female athletes overcome obstacles that may impede athletic performance. The 

character must succeed in order for this quest to be complete. 

 Sports battle stories included storylines about handball and gymnastics. In these 

narratives, the athletes, their performance and their bodies, became sites of control and 

exploitation by coaches, presidents and other authorities in the sport. Athletes portrayed 

as marionettes had no agency and their efforts and sacrifice became a source of control 

and manipulation for their coaches. 
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CHAPTER 4 

THE REPRESENTATION OF FEMALE ATHLETES WITHIN ROMANIA’S 

CULTURAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXT 

 

Introduction 

In the previous section I interpreted the storylines and character roles that 

emerged in the media coverage of female athletes in the newspaper Gazeta Sporturilor. 

Athletes filled two opposing roles in the narratives, that of heroines and that of 

marionettes. In this section I analyze the emergence of these character roles as it relates to 

Romania’s transitional society. In doing so I explore the cultural implications of a 

country that over the past 16 years has been in a transition from communism to 

capitalism. I argue that athletes playing the role of marionettes are representative for a 

communist society while athletes playing the role of sports heroines are representative for 

a capitalistic society. Finally, I argue that the difference in representation between 

Western and Romanian media is a result of different research focus as well as different 

political systems. 

 

A woman’s place in the move to capitalism 

A tension is evident in the competing character types that represent female 

athletes in Gazeta Sporturilor. Athletes in several articles were portrayed as sports 

heroines, symbols of physical and mental strength, dedication, assertiveness, humbleness 

and independence. In other articles, athletes were portrayed as marionettes, whose silence 

and passivity allowed authorities in their particular sport to control their fate and 

development as athletes. A natural question arose: How could athletes fill two opposite 

roles throughout the reports of the same magazine? Evaluating Romania’s cultural and 

political environment can help negotiate the perceived distance between these roles. 

For approximately forty years, Romania was victim of one of the most cruel 

communist dictatorships in the world, that of Nicolae Ceausescu (1947-1989).  This 

dictatorship was based on an ideology of communism which demanded a tyranny of the 

masses at the expense of individual freedom and agency. In reality it was a false ideology 

that served to manipulate the public and serve the interests of those in power. The 
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ultimate goal of Ceausescu’s communist ideology was the destruction of the ethical, 

rational, human individual. As Ebenstein explains, “ communist ideology has no respect 

for the mystery of human existence, and therefore, no respect for man himself or his 

countless possibilities.”67 When citizens began to question Ceausescu’s communist 

ruling, the dictator alluded to several methods of terror and control such as: starvation of 

the population, physical abuses brought on by denying the masses basic sanitation and the 

systematization of rural communities. Other criminal laws included prohibiting abortion 

as well as the use of contraceptives, which resulted in the death of 10,000 women.68  

During this reign of terror, the media served as a major tool for control and 

propaganda. Its messages were controlled in totality by the government and served to 

promote communist ideology while blaming capitalism as the source of all evil in the 

world. The population received a set of predigested information meant to indoctrinate 

beliefs and manipulate people into blindly following their leaders. Together with physical 

oppression and threatening, media propaganda served to transform Romania into a 

colossal prison, an environment of fear and repression where people lost their 

independence and sense of identity.69

This ideology of control and oppression was transparent in sports where the 

performance of individual athletes was used to reinforce the achievements of authorities.  

Often, parents sent their children to sport clubs because they could not afford supervision 

for them at home. The coaches then became responsible for the education and control of 

these children and often played the roles of father and mothers for children whose parents 

were not capable to fulfill those duties due to their long working hours at the factory or 

on the field. This phenomenon was largely visible in gymnastics where parents in poor 

rural areas sent their children to the local gymnastics hall at a very young age. Gymnasts’ 

education was limited to the strict control and supervision of their coaches which 

mimicked the general atmosphere of top-down authority existing in the country. It was 

almost as if an unspoken agreement existed where coaches agreed to train these athletes 

at minimum pay and receive in exchange national and international glory once these 

athletes became accomplished. In a communist regime, athletes were publicly devoid of 

an individual identity ore persona-instead, they were interchangeable as representative 

symbols of the regime. 
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Sixteen years ago, In December of 1989, Romania’s revolutionaries were able to 

overturn the communist dictatorship, that had governed the country since the end of 

World War II. Together with the shift to democracy and a capitalistic ideology, the 

society began to learn the value of competition and individual achievement. The doors 

were suddenly open to democratic values such as freedom of thought and expression, 

independence, technological investment, development and individual wealth. 

Slowly, state corporations gave up control of the media to private entities and the 

public secured access to news and opinions from all over the world. Information was no 

longer restricted but largely available for objective decision making and the development 

of personal opinion and independent thinking. While poverty was still a striking problem, 

many people took advantage of Romania’s adoption of a free market economy and were 

better able to support their families, especially in urban areas. More and more parents had  

the possibility of supporting their children in their athletic endeavors and when that did 

not suffice, athletes could travel to other European countries where their talent was 

recognized and where sponsorships were largely available. Slowly, athletes began to 

show more agency and independence in their actions and their choices as far as coaches 

and clubs. Moreover, athletes became more assertive in their voicing of poor training and 

living condition that could potentially hinder their performance. Just like the rest of the 

population, athletes slowly learned to become independent thinkers, to take their fate into 

their own hands and follow their own quest for glory rather than their coaches’ 

aspirations. 

While urban areas took immediate advantage of the capitalistic ideology, rural 

areas continued to struggle with poverty and reduced educational opportunities and 

training in democratic practice. To a certain degree they continued to hang on to old 

traditions, especially in sports, where parents still sent their children to local gyms halls 

and where once successful, athletes became a symbol of their coaches’ quest for glory 

and acknowledgement. Even now, Romania’s main gymnastics center is in Deva, a city 

of only 500,000 citizens. Most of the other sports have their main centers in Buchares, 

Romania’s capital with almost 2 million citizens. 

This discrepancy between rural and urban communities locates Romania at a 

unique stage as far as its political and cultural ideology. This discrepancy is also evident 
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in the representation of female athletes in Gazeta Sporturilor where athletes play two 

apparently opposite roles: heroines and marionettes. The marionette role that several 

gymnasts and handball players play in the sports battle storylines symbolizes the 

communist ideology as it evolves throughout the sports arena. Female athletes come to 

represent manipulating bodies, symbols of passivity and personal sacrifices for the 

coaches and team. None of the athletes in the sports battle stories seems to have any 

agency. The gymnasts never complain about the coaches’ disregard for their injuries, or 

the president’s degrading remarks about their weight. The handball players never take a 

stand against the un-sportsmanlike behavior of fans and the cheating of referees, nor do 

they protest against the overall corruption in the sport. Characteristic for the communist 

ideology where individual decision and action is restricted by those in power, the 

athlete’s environment and freedom of action is restricted by authorities that control the 

larger sports scene.  

Also characteristic of sports in a communist ideology is the idea of individual 

sacrifice for the good of the masses. This is particularly evident in the gymnastics 

narratives where despite the Medical Institute’s serious concerns for the gymnasts’ spinal 

injuries, the coaches suggest that the athletes themselves claimed to be feeling better and 

ready to practice. Considering the risk for lifelong health problems, the gymnasts 

willingness to continue to practice can be interpreted as an at of sacrifice for their team.  

As a result of the gymnasts’ successes, this sport has become a symbol of national pride, 

and the team that has come to represent deeper Romanian values of work, struggle and 

dedication. The gymnasts willingness to practice could be interpreted suggests sacrifice 

for the sport of gymnastics as well as for the Romanian spirit. Through their sacrifice and 

dedication to their sport and the authorities controlling it, these athletes come to represent 

role models of behavior in a communist society. In reality, these athletes become 

marionettes, victims of this false ideology of sacrifice for the greater good, a sacrifice that 

in the end serves the interests of those already in power.  After all it is the coaches that 

receive the financial benefits from the athletes’ victories while the athletes themselves are 

poorly rewarded and therefore forced to remain under the protective umbrella of their 

clubs and coaches. ( When Lavinian Milosevici, Olympic and World Champion in 

gymnastics had to retire, she received no financial help from the government or from the 
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Federation. She was a 20 year women, with no high school diploma and no financial 

savings or sponsorships. Poverty forced her to walk around the country in search for any 

positions available as a sports coach at a general school, a job that hardly paid above 

minimum wage. As soon as she stopped bringing home medals, everyone turned their 

eyes away from Lavinia as if she never even existed.)They all are silent athletes, bodies 

of control, and their existence and performance is manipulated by coaches to reinforce 

their authority and promote their popularity. The athletes’ performance becomes source 

of agency for coaches and club presidents, agency which they then use to establish their 

popularity and control the athletes.   

At the other side of the spectrum, representative of a capitalistic ideology are 

Romanian athletes playing the roles of heroines in sports related quest stories. These 

heroines share some of the characteristics of the marionettes athletes such as dedication, 

sacrifice and devotion. The obstacles they have to overcome are specific to a communist 

country, plagued by poverty and desolation and a Romanian culture that throughout the 

communist ideology was the victim of oppression and subjugation. What makes these 

athletes succeed in this restraining environment is the belief in their own dreams, their 

independent decision making and their assertiveness coupled with tremendous physical 

ability and dedication. 

While in sports battle stories, athletes and their performances serve a false 

ideology of sacrifice for the country and the larger good, in quest stories, athletes engage 

in a search for personal glory and success. When Marioara Munteanu is forced to 

overcome poor training conditions and corrupted coaches, her motivation to keep going is 

her own desire to become European Champion. Similarly, when Mihaela Steff is injured 

before her European Championships, it is the desire for personal success that motivates 

her to continue to practice and eventually win the title. Besides these characteristics, 

heroine athletes also show qualities that marionettes never stand for such as 

independence, assertiveness and the ability to take their fate into their own hands. When 

training conditions are poor, they are not afraid to stand up to their coaches, transfer to 

other clubs and even to other countries in their search for an optimal sports environment. 

While they benefit from the support and protection of other characters around them such 

as coaches or family members, they remain the main actors of the narrative, they continue 
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to take their own decisions and as a result they are the sole benefactresses from their 

achievements. These characteristics are representative of a capitalistic ideology where 

work, dedication and commitment are values that serve the achievement of personal 

interests. Since capitalism is based on the idea of competition amongst market forces, it 

assumes that independence and the ability to take decisions as well as take control over 

personal actions are key to achieving an edge in the world. This can be transposed to the 

world of sports where athletes that are independent, hard working and committed to their 

goals will be successful.  

The American dream, one of the most famous capitalistic narratives and ideals 

suggests that those individuals that work hard enough, are committed as well as honest 

and independent decision makers will achieve success. Benjamin Franklin’s allusions to 

the American dream such as : “Early to Bed, and early to rise, makes a Man healthy, 

wealthy, and wise," “Then plough deep, while Sluggards sleep, and you shall have Corn 

to sell and to keep,” served to promote the idea that hard work, discipline and 

perseverance were key to personal, economic and financial success.70

Together with Romania’s transition to a capitalistic society, the very limited 

amount of information that citizens were exposed to during communism was replaced by 

access to media outlets all over the world. This allowed for capitalistic narratives such as 

the American Dream to enter the country, and provide capitalistic values such as 

assertiveness, independence and commitment to individual goals and ideals. This is also 

transparent in Romanian quest stories where athletes, despite several obstacles remain 

strong-minded and focused on their ideals. This is evident in their afterthoughts once they 

achieved their athletic ideals, afterthoughts that tend to go back to those that supported 

them and believed in them. 

The repeated appearance of character type representing sports heroines or 

marionettes in Romanian sports narrative become typologies that tend to represent 

Romanian female athletes in general. When analyzed against Romania’s political and 

cultural environment, these character types become representative of the country’s 

transition from communist to capitalistic ideologies. From this perspective, the 

marionette role becomes representative for subject positions occupied by female athletes 

during communism. This political and cultural ideology, which emphasizes authoritarian 
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control of authorities over masses and sacrifice of independence and personal agency for 

the good of the country is evidenced in sports where female athletes are portrayed as 

puppets, bodies of control for their coaches, club presidents and federation members. 

Their passive attitude, their sacrifice for the good of the team and the glory of the 

coaches, their lack of and extreme modesty allow authorities in the sports to use their 

performance as tool for personal glory and fame. At the opposite spectrum of 

communism lies a capitalistic ideology, which emphasizes elements such as 

individualism, sacrifice for the personal good, assertiveness and independence. This 

ideology is also evidenced in sports where female athletes are portrayed as heroines, 

characters of unique physical and emotional strength, brave athletes that take their fate 

into their own hands and achieve personal success and recognition. 

The existence of different character roles in sports narratives suggests Romania’s 

larger transitional state from communism to democracy and the cultural struggle for 

female representation. The marionette role played by some athletes in Gazeta continues 

the tradition of female stereotyping existing in Romania’s culture. The sports heroine on 

the other side might allude to current attempts to improve cultural perceptions of women 

in Romania along with other initiatives in this area such as creating the Society for 

Feminist Analysis in Romania or increasing the amount of gender studies offered at 

Romanian Universities. The representation of female athletes heroic roles portrays sports 

as a possible venue for female emancipation and empowerment. 

Finally, it is important to observe that there seems to be a correlation between the 

character type played by female athletes and the type of sport these athletes were 

involved in. For example, female athletes were portrayed as sports heroines in stories 

about individual sports such as weightlifting or track and field. On the other side, female 

athletes were portrayed as marionettes in team sports narratives such as gymnastics or 

handball. While, athletes in individual sports tend to receive more attention and bear 

more responsibility for their actions, this does not argument the existence or lack of 

agency and assertiveness with sports heroines versus marionettes.  
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Summary 

  Romanian athletes tend to occupy one of two character roles in the storylines of 

Gazeta Sporturilor: heroines and marionettes. The tension between these two roles can be 

explained by the difficulty of the cultural move from communism to capitalism. In this 

respect, athletes that were portrayed as playing the role of marionettes represent the 

communist ideology suggesting individual sacrifice for the country. In Gazeta’s 

narratives, this ideology is personified by handball and gymnastics narratives where 

athletes become passive beings, bodies of control for the success and glory of their 

coaches. Athletes that played the role of sports heroines represent the capitalistic 

ideology which encourages individualism, independence and commitment to personal 

goals. In Gazeta’s narratives, this ideology is personified by weightlifting, table tennis 

and track stories where athletes show independent decision making and assertiveness in 

their fight for personal glory and success. Finally, the existence of such different 

representations suggests Romania’s actual state of transition from communism to 

capitalism. 
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CHAPTER 5 

COMPARING THE REPRESENTATION OF FEMALE ATHLETES IN 

WESTERN AND ROMANIAN MEDIA 

 

 

Introduction 

In the previous chapter I situated the marionette and the sports heroine roles 

played by female athletes in Gazeta Sporturilor within Romania’s political and cultural 

environment. In this chapter I attempt to analyze how this dual representation of female 

athletes in Romanian media compares to the representation of female athletes in Western 

media. I begin by comparing the representations in the two cultures, Western and 

Romanian. Then I elaborate on the difference in these two representations. I argue that  

two factors can explain the difference in representation in Western and Romanian media: 

first, I suggest that an overwhelming focus on exposing gender stereotypes in the media 

caused for researchers to form certain perceptions regarding female athletes 

representation that influenced the way they analyzed the research material; second, I 

argue that the mixture of communist and capitalist influences in Romanian culture 

coupled with a delay of certain Western trends such as consumerism and marketing 

explain the more empowering representation of female athletes in Romania. 

 

Romanian athletes as marionettes and western media representations. 

Most of the Western media on female athletes suggests that female athletes are 

numerically underrepresented. More importantly for this specific project, the literature 

suggests that despite improvements throughout the last decade, female athletes are 

represented in the Western press as emotionally fragile and passive while their bodies 

often become the subject of male gaze. Western media emphasizes the domestic sphere 

for female athletes alluding to the stereotypical roles of these athletes as girls and 

mothers.  Despite a capitalist ideology that exists in the Western world, representations of 

female athletes continue to be stereotypical. The portrayal of female athletes as passive 

and infantilized is also evident in the articles of Gazeta Sporturilor where athletes play 

the roles of marionettes. In both of these representations, female athletes seem to lack 
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agency, which is transferred to their coaches or club presidents in the case of Romanian 

media or parents, coaches and relatives in the case of Western media. The three roles that 

characterize the representation of female athletes in Western media suggest the existing 

tension between female agency, emancipation and patriarchal concepts of women as 

domestic beings. Whether female athletes are presented as companions, child like beings 

or subjects of male gaze these roles point to the superior role of the other gender. When 

considering the close connection between patriarchy and heterosexuality the role of 

companion played by female athletes exist only as long as there is a male counterpart. 

Further on, the portrayal of female athletes as child like beings calls for the existence of a 

protector or a mentor. Finally, the objectification of female athletes, serves to please the 

eye of a male audience. In these three instances, the media’s representation of female 

athletes seems to serve patriarchal interests at the expense of female agency and 

independence. 

In Romanian media, some of the narratives on female athletes also portray them 

in a supportive role, that of marionette. These are athletes that religiously follow their 

coaches’ decisions regardless of whether those decisions are to their best interest. 

Throughout the representation, these athletes, despite their stellar performances become 

the scene for emphasizing other authorities in the sports such as coaches and club 

presidents. While bodies of athletes in the Western media become objects of gaze and 

desire, in Gazeta Sporturilor these bodies are not sexualized, rather they are portrayed as 

sources of control and fame for authorities in the sport.  Considering that the media 

reflects a society’s values and beliefs, the difference in representation between Romanian 

and Western media can be explained by analyzing some of the cultural and political 

principles in these societies. 

Capitalism promotes competition and consumerism, therefore the existence of 

female athletes’ bodies as objects of looks is often used as a marketing strategy for 

advertising and manufacturing industries.  Communism on the other sides rests on the 

idea of control and exploitation, therefore female athletes’ bodies become a perfect 

resource for propagating the idea of personal sacrifice for the good of the masses. At the 

sports level, this propaganda serves to fill the interests of coaches and club presidents 

while at the national level it serves to fill the personal ambitions and wealth of those few 
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individuals at the head of the dictatorship. If different ideologies can explain the different 

portrayal of female athletes as marionettes on one side and companions, child like and 

objects of desire on the other side, the one question left to explore is the difference in 

representation of female athletes in Western capitalism where female athletes occupy 

traditional stereotypical roles and female athletes in capitalist Romania where female 

athletes are portrayed as heroines. 

 

Romanian athletes as sports heroines and western media representations 

In the narratives of Gazeta Sporturilor, Romanian sports heroines are portrayed as 

symbols of strength, independence and assertiveness. Their sphere of action is sports and 

their stories emphasize their ability to follow their athletic ideals without being restricted 

by domestic requirements. They make their own decisions and while family members and 

coaches serve to guide and protect them, the athletes remain the main actors of the story 

and are ultimately solely recipients of their glory and fame. While earlier I argued that 

Romanian female athletes playing the role of sports heroines reflect Romania’s 

capitalistic ideology, one explanation to why this representation differs from the one in 

Western media might be found in a thorough analysis of the actual representation studies 

performed in Western media.  

A majority of Western studies of media representation of female athletes from a 

thematic perspective where discourses about female athletes are interpreted according to 

certain themes that might reveal characteristics of female athletes such as: female athletes 

as feminine, female athletes as passive, female athletes as objectified or female athletes 

as emotionally liable. Often, the actual studies are motivated by the ongoing struggle to 

emphasize female under-representation and promote social and cultural change in this 

area. In this constant battle for female emancipation and equality, lies the risk of research 

conducted with the already existing premise that female athletes are misrepresented and 

stereotyped. Therefore, even before the beginning of the actual study, researches might 

have developed certain schemas of interpretation, which then influence their analysis 

such that they look for those elements that support their existing schemas. While these 

studies have their own individual value, they can be limited in the amount of attention 

given to all aspects of a narrative and the underlying assumptions of that particular story. 
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This limitation can be overcome by conducting a narrative analysis and interrogating the 

roles that characters play in these narratives. 

Structuring the research in such a way allowed me to identify certain storylines 

that portrayed athletes in specific roles, underlying certain characteristics that were 

inherent in these roles. Identifying the sports heroine role played by some of the female 

athletes in the narratives of Gazeta, was a result of the narrative analysis I performed. 

Identifying this empowering representation might not have been possible, if I had used a 

different interrogation method. It would be interesting to see whether further studies of 

sports narratives in the Western media would show similar results. 

Another possible interpretation of the different representations found in Romanian 

and Western media can be attributed to slight differences in the capitalistic ideologies 

governing these cultures. In the Western world, capitalism in the last decades has 

promoted a new ideology, based on consumerism and personal promotion at the expense 

of companionship and personal relations. This new ideology could explain the 

objectification of female athletes, which because of their looks become perfect sources of 

advertising for major sports companies. Related to the idea of consumerism is also an 

increased emphasis on physical attractiveness and perfection as source of happiness and 

desire. From this perspective, female athletic bodies attract the attention and interest of 

one of the biggest industries in the world: Diet and Nutrition companies. In Romania, 

these new ideologies are not as visible as in the Western world. This is mostly due to the 

fact that Romania is still in a transitional society and its exposure to western capitalism is 

only a decade old. Moreover, Romania still struggles with its infrastructure and economy, 

which in turn cause increased levels of poverty. The country’s economic and financial 

struggle explains why on one side, the promovation of a consumerism ideology has not 

yet totally succeeded. A lower financial baseline also restricts people’s drive for material 

wealth and allows for other values such as personal relations and sociability to continue 

to remain pervasive throughout the culture. This explains why the emphasis with 

Romanian athletes is not on looks and sex appeal but rather on their actual performances, 

their sacrifices on their way to glory as well as their close connection to God and family. 

Romania’s transitional culture can also explain the difference between Romanian 

sports heroines and child like portrayals of female athletes in Western media. As already 
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mentioned, female athletes representation in Western media seems to follow traditional 

patriarchal stereotypes according to which female athletes are sensible and vulnerable, 

almost like a child that requires the protection and guidance of their parents. Once again, 

Romania’s poor economical and financial situation do not allow for assumptions of 

athletes as sensible and vulnerable because this would inevitably require careful, training 

and top physical and medical facilities. The existence of these institutions is financially 

impossible, and athletes learn from a young age to take care of themselves and stay 

strong in the face of injuries or any other sports related obstacles. This then underlines 

their image as mature, independent athletes, characteristics that become obvious in the 

narratives of Romanian sports heroines. 

Finally, companionship, another characteristic of female athletes in the Western 

media also exists in the narratives of sports heroines. Nevertheless, while in Western 

media, female athletes are portrayed as companions to suggest that women cannot pursue 

both domestic and professional interests, in the narratives of Gazeta, companionship 

helps Romanian heroines in their athletic journeys. More exactly, while the portrayal of 

Romanian female athletes mentions their relationships to family members or coaches, in 

the case of Romanian heroines, these relationships serve mainly a supportive role in the 

athletes’ quest and in no way limit or impede their performance. In the context of 

Romanian ideology this is once again a result of the country’s transitional society and the 

persistence of certain socialistic ideals. One of these ideals was the belief in equal work 

opportunity for citizens of a society despite of their gender. As a result, women and men 

were equally educated and engaged in similar professional activities. This social structure 

encouraged women participation in both professional and domestic spheres and 

acknowledged women’s ability to perform both endeavors successfully. A survey, 

conducted in Western and Eastern Europe studying perceptions about women’s proper 

sphere of action, suggested that while Germans found domestic and professional roles 

contradictory for women, respondents in Eastern Europe found these roles 

complementary.71 This ideology could explain why the representation of Romanian 

sports heroines portrays companionship as complementary to their athletic career while I 

Western media, these two elements seem impossible to attain simultaneously. 
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Summary 

The representations of female athletes in Western and Romanian media are similar as far 

as the lack of agency over female bodies suggested by Western literature and Communist 

ideology in Romania. The capitalist ideology in Romania seems to suggest a more 

empowering representation of female athletes where they play the role of sports heroines, 

symbols of will power, independence and assertiveness. I explained that Romania’s 

unique political and cultural situation, caused a delay in consumerism and allowed for the 

preservation of values such as sociability and family. These values then come to represent 

the Romanian female athletes and contribute to their more empowering portrayal. 

Romania’s transitional society also explains why Romanian sports heroines are presented 

as mature, independent athletes as well as why contrary to portrayals of female athletes in 

Western media, Sports narrative of Romanian athletes portray companionship as 

complementing the athletes’ success in their professional careers. 
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CONCLUSION 

 
 

After two stellar performances, Sasha Cohen, one of US’s most popular ice 

skaters won the silver medal in ice skating at the 2006 Olympic Games in Torino. In 

2005 American Lindsey Davenport, currently US’s top tennis player reached the Semi 

Finals of the US Open were she lost a tight battle to Justine Henin of Belgium. In the 

other semi final, Kim Klijsters also of Belgium defeated Russian talent Maria Sharapova. 

The winner of the tournament  received the same amount of prize money as the male 

winner. Moreover, female tennis players at the US Open received more coverage than 

male players at the same event. Most recently, Sharapova was selected to join some of 

the most prestigious super models in the world in posing for the 2006 edition of Sports 

Illustrated’s swimsuit edition. While the Russian was one of the youngest to ever win a 

Grand Slam as her performance at the 2004 Wimbledon testifies, according to previous 

studies of media representation of female athletes, that event will likely be overshadowed 

by her picture in Sports Illustrated.  

Over the past years, female athletes have benefited from more prosperous 

financial opportunities and their coverage has increased gradually and in some sports like 

tennis or ice skating surpasses that of male sports. Nevertheless, the Western media 

discourse about female athletes continues to be highly stereotypical. The portrayal of 

female athletes underlines their emotionality and passivity suggesting their status as 

women rather than athletes. Female athletes seem to play one of three roles in Western 

media discourse: they are either portrayed as companions to male athletes or they are 

infantilized or they are objectified and portrayed as subjects of male gaze. Their sphere of 

action seems restricted by these traditional roles, which correspond to patriarchal values 

and beliefs. As countries such as America reach new levels of economical and 

technological development, cultural perceptions of female athletes continue to be 

stereotypical as evidenced by the literature of media representation explored in the 

project. 

One limitation of existing studies on representation of female athletes is their 

emphasis on Western media portrayal of female athletes while very few research has 

been done on the representation of female athletes in Eastern countries such as Romania. 
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Since the media is by many considered the door towards knowledge and information, it 

occupies a major place in shaping cultural values as well as reflecting political ideologies. 

In this project I attempted to research the representation of female athletes in Romanian 

media and compare it to already existing research on representation of female athletes in 

Western media. No previous studies have been done on the representation of female 

athletes in Romanian media, thus the liminal value of this project. 

Due to the close relationship between media, representation, culture and political 

ideologies I chose Narrative analysis as a method of inquiry. Using Burke’s pentad as a 

basic structure for performing my analysis I identified particular storylines and character 

roles that Romanian athletes played in one of Romania’s most popular newspapers, 

Gazeta Sporturilor. Two particular storylines seemed to transcend the Gazeta’s narratives 

about female athletes: quest stories and sports battle stories. Inherent in these storylines 

were two different character roles that female athletes came to play: sports heroines in 

quest stories and marionettes in sports battle stories. Quest stories followed the journey 

for glory and success of Romanian athletes. The scene was usually one of training 

hardship with poor coaching complemented by strong competition at the tournaments and 

even doping allegations that tried to refute these athletes’ success. Despite the obstacles 

encountered in their quest for athletic success, these athletes showed strength, will power 

and dedication to their goal. More importantly maybe, despite rather oppressive living 

and training conditions existing in Romania, these athletes showed tremendous agency 

and independence in decision making. In their quest, these athletes do benefit from the 

help and support of certain companions such as family and coaches, yet these characters 

remain in strictly support roles while the athletes have most agency over their 

development and performance. At the other side of the spectrum are sports battle stories 

where athletes are portrayed in roles of marionettes in the hands of other authorities in 

Romanian sports such as coaches, club presidents or federation members. While in quest 

stories similar authorities play simple companion roles, in these stories they receive 

central stage while the athletes and their performance fade in the background. Whether 

handball matches become sites for violent incidents between fans and referees of whether 

gymnast’s injuries set the stage for emphasizing conflicts between coaches and members 

of the National Medical Institute, in all these instances the athletes themselves seem 
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emptied of any agency while other authorities receive central stage. In sports battle 

narratives, athletes become puppets of control and manipulation by their coaches. Even 

when their own health is as sake, like for example in the story about the two gymnasts 

with spinal injuries, these athletes fail to engage in any sort of decision making and 

follow their coaches decisions.   

The existence of different character roles played by athletes in the narratives of 

Gazeta Sporturilor seems to be a reflection of Romania’s cultural and political transition 

from communism to capitalism. From this perspective, the marionette role played by 

Romanian female athletes suggests a lack of individual freedom and agency at the 

expense of the success of the club or larger organizations like for example the Romanian 

federation. Communism however, propagates a false ideology, by suggesting that 

personal sacrifice will lead to ultimate success because in reality those in power use this 

ideology to exert control over individuals and follow their own agenda. This false 

ideology is also evident in the sports battle stories of Gazeta Sporturilor where athletes 

lack personal agency and control and are portrayed as marionettes in the hands of other 

authorities in sports such as coaches, club presidents or National organizations. When 

compared to Western media representation of female athletes, the portrayal of Romanian 

athletes as marionettes in sports battle stories seems to recreate social and cultural 

stereotypes with regards to women’s role in society. While Western media portrayals of 

athletes stress stereotypes such as female athlete objectification, infantilization and 

companionship, portrayals of athletes in sports battle stories describe female athletes as 

bodies of control and manipulation in their coaches and club presidents’ quest for 

publicity and fame. 

If portrayals of female athletes as objects of male gaze, child like beings, 

companions or bodies of control reflects different nuances of stereotyping, the portrayal 

of female athletes as sports heroines in quest stories in Gazeta Sporturilor suggest a very 

empowering representation that breaks previous canons of discourse of female athletes. 

The existence of such representation can be better understood if we understand 

Romania’s transitional state to capitalism and the cultural values characterizing this 

transitional state. As such, the agency, independence and assertiveness of these athletes is 

a result of both exposure to capitalistic values of individuality and personal success as 
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well as access to better training and coaching opportunities in Romania or other European 

countries. Considering however that such opportunities only recently developed in 

Romania and that poverty and financial struggle are still major problems in the country, 

the ambition of these athletes to follow their ideals, the risks they were willing to take in 

reaching their goals, their mature decision making and their commitment and sacrifice for 

the sport underline their heroic statute.    

 The representation of female athletes as sports heroines on one side and 

traditional Western representations of athletes as companions, child like beings or objects 

of male gaze on the other side, demands a couple of explanations for the difference 

between these representations. A first explanation might lie in comparing the different 

types of research performed on the representation of female athletes in the media. 

Western studies of representation generally take a thematic approach to analyzing the 

discourse of female athletes and this discourse is usually motivated by attempts to 

emphasize certain stereotypes with regards to female athletes that have been proliferated 

throughout time. Due to the premises guiding this type of a research, there is a slight risk 

in trying to fit media portrayals into already existing themes with regards to stereotypical 

representation of female athletes. While I was myself subject of that type of interpretation 

bias as I first began my research from a thematic perspective, choosing to look at 

narratives as an alternative to themes allowed me to structure my research on the stories 

of female athletes and the character these athletes play in narratives. This further allowed 

me to identify such character as sports heroines which suggested a rather empowering 

representation, a portrayal that I had previously overlooked. 

A second possible explanation of the different representations, lies in Romania’s 

unique cultural and political situation. While in the Western world, capitalism throughout 

the last decade has reached new levels of market expansion, this constant struggle for 

economic, financial and technological profit has transformed the media into a major 

advertising and promotion source. This trend, coupled with, traditional misconceptions 

about women in the domestic sphere and  an increased emphasis on aesthetic looks and 

physical perfection could explain why female athletes in Western media continue to be 

stereotyped. In Romania, these trends are not as obvious yet and the lack of financial 

wealth prevented the proliferation of such high amounts of consumerism ideals. 
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Furthermore, old socialist mentalities that encouraged both men and women to lead 

professional lives could explain why in Romania the professional and the domestic 

sphere continue to be perceived as complementary. Thus, the existence of such an 

empowering representation of female athletes as heroines within the narratives of Gazeta 

Sporturilor. 

 

Suggestions for future research 

 This project is one of the first to explore the representation of female athletes in 

Eastern media and use a narrative analysis to interrogate the character roles played by 

athletes in sports narratives. Furthermore, this is the first study known to the author to 

research the representation of female athletes in Romanian media and explore on cultural 

and political values to interpret such representation. Future researches should continue to 

interrogate the representation of female athletes from a multicultural perspective. Finally, 

future studies should continue to explore the use of narrative analysis to analyze such 

representation. 
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 APPENDIX A 

 

 

 

List of Articles in Gazeta Sporturilor 

 
Thursday, April 21 

Christian Roman, “ We were dying of Hunger.” Pp.10 
 
Friday, April 22 

“I should have been a soccer player.” Pp.11 
“Munteanu and Nistor, 6 months of break.” Pp10 
“20 Goals for Oltchim.” Pp.10 
 
Saturday, April 23- No stories 
 
Sunday, April 24 

“Two times positive with Effedrin drug.” Pp.10 
 
Monday, April 25 

Marius Campian,“The Oltence stumbled in Ardeal.” Pp11 
“On the barna for Eastern.” 
 
Tuesday, April 26 

“He’s moving to Valcea.”pp.10 
“Cristian Roman, “ On signature: Monica Rosu and Alexandra Eremie will compete on 
their responsibility after having received a negative response from INMS.” Pp.10 
“Szabo will host a tournament.” Pp.10 
 
Wednesday, April 27 

“Doping or Pregnancy.”pp.10 
“Viern attacks INMS.” Pp.10 
 
Thursday, April 28 

Cristian Roman, “ Solidarity: Next to the hostages.”pp.11 
Marian Ursescu, “Otilia Jewlery.” Pp.11 
 
Friday, April 29 

“She had a sudden abortion.”pp.11 
Maria Ursescu. “Agressed at Rapid.”pp.11 
 
Saturday, April 30 

Cristian Roman, “ Tournament for Money.”pp.11 
Cristian Roman, “ Szabo at the MTV Awards.” Pp. 11 
Marian Ursescu, “ Six Months of break.” Pp11 
“It’s the referees fault: Christina Dogaru, Rapid’s assistant coach attacks the Federation 
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and president Gatu.” Pp.10 
 
 
Tuesday, May 3

rd

Cristian Roman, “Ponor, strong on the barna.” Pp.10 
“Steff moves on.” Pp.10 
Marius Tuhut, “Conflict.” pp.10 
  
Wednesday, May 4 

Cristian Roman, “ Iagar is clean.” 
“Steff eliminated at the World Championships.”pp.10 
Marian Ursescu, “The Night of Champions.” Pp. 11 
 
Thursday, May 5 

Rompres, “Belu, after 8 months at Deva.”pp.11 
“Itaxaco in the EHF Cup.” Pp.11 
Ovidiu Cintescu, “ Gavrilescu retires.”pp.11 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 69



 

REFERENCES 

                                                 
1 Lee Vogler, S.E. Schwartz, The Sociology of Sport: An Introduction (New 

Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1992) 38. 
 
2 J. Lee, “Media Portrayals of Male and Female Olympic Athletes,” International 

Review for the Sociology of Sport 3.37 (1992): 197-212.  
 
3 David Rowe, “Play Up: Rethinking Power and Resistance in Spor,.” Journal of 

Sport and Social Issues 22.3 (1998): 247. 
 
4 Christeen George, Andrew Hartley and Jennis Paris, “Focus on communication 

in sport: The representation of female athletes in textual and visual media,” Corporate 
Communications: An international Journal  6.2 (2001): 94-101. 

 
5 James H. Frey, Stanley D. Eitzen, “Sport and Society,” Annual Review of 

Sociolog 17 (1991): 503-522. 
 

6 Frey and Eitzen, Sport and Society, 503-522. 
 
7 Timothy J Curry, Paula A Arrigsda and Benjamin Cornwell, “Images of Sport in 

Popular Nonsport Magazines: Power and Performance versus Pleasure and Participation,” 
Sociological Perspectives 45.4 (2002): 397-413. 

 
8 David Rowe, “Play Up: Rethinking Power and Resistance in Sport,” Journal of 

Sport and Social Issues 22.3 (1998): 247. 
 
9  Roland Bishop, “Missing in Action: Feature Coverage of Women’s Sports In 

Sports Illustrated,” Journal of Sports and Social Issues 27.2 (2003):184-194. 
 
10 Bishop, Missing in Action, 182. 

 
11 Jackie Hogan, “Staging the Nation: Gendered and Ethnicized Discourses of 

National Identity on Olympic Opening Ceremonies,” Journal of Sport& Social Issues 
27.2 (2003) :100-123. 

 
12 Borcila, Nationalizing the Olympics, 134. 

 
13 Borcila, Nationalizing the Olympics,118-147 and Margaret C. Duncan, “ 

Coverage of Women’s Sport,” Handbook of Sports and Media.( don’t know the rest of 
info) 

 
14 Andaluna Borcila, “Nationalizing he Olympics around and away from 

vulnerable bodies of women: The NBC coverage of the 1996 Olympics and some 

 70



                                                                                                                                                 
Moments After.” Journal of Sports and Social Issues 24.2 (2000): 134. 
 

15 About Title IX, February 2006, http://bailiwick.lib.uiowa.edu/ge/aboutRE.html 
   

16 Sarah-Banet Weiser, “ Hoop Dreams: Pofessional Basketball and the Politics of 
Race and Gender,” Journal of Sport & Social Issues 23 (1999): 416. 
 

17 Weiser, Hoop Dreams, 415. 
 
18 Jan Rintala, Susan Birell, “Fair treatement for the Active Female: A Content 

Analysis of Young Athlete Magazine,” Sociology of Sport Journal 1 (1984): 249. 
 
19 Amanda Roth, Susan A Basow, “Feminity, Sports and Feminism: developing a 

theory of physical liberation,” Journal of Sports and Social Issues 28.3 (2004): 246. 
 
20 Catriona T. Higgs, Karen H Weiller and Scott B. Martin, “Gender Bias in the 

1996 Olympic Games: A comparative analysis,” Journal of Sports and Social Issues 27.1 
(2003): 58. 

 
21 Higgs, Weiller and Martin, Gender Bias 61. 
 
22 Higgs, Weiller and Martin, Gender Bias 61. 
 
23 Higgs, Weiller and Martin, Gender Bias 61. 
 
24 Higgs, Weiller and Martin, Gender Bias 58. 
 
25 Leslie Heywood, Shari L. Dworkin, Built to Win (Minnesotta: University of 

Minnesotta Press, 2005) 100-257. 
 

26 Weiser, Hoop Dreams, 428. 
 
27 Michelle T. Helstein, “That’s who I want to be: The politics and production of 

desire within Nike advertising to women,” Journal of Sports and Social Issues 27.3 
(2003): 276-292. 

 
28 Mary Jo. Kane, “Media Coverage of the Post Title IX Female Athletes- A 

Feminist Analysis of Sport, Gender and Power,” Duke Journal of Gender Law and Policy 
(1996): 117-127. 

 
29 Abigail M Feder, “A Radiant Smile from the Lovely Lady: Overdetermined 

Feminity in Ladies Figure Skating,” The Drama Review 38.1 (1994): 65. 
 

30 Feder, A Radiant Smile from the Lovely Lady, 73. 
 

 71

http://bailiwick.lib.uiowa.edu/ge/aboutRE.html


                                                                                                                                                 
31 Feder, A Radiant Smile from the Lovely Lady, 60-75. 
 
32 Dan. C. Hilliard, “Media Images of Male and Female Professional Athletes: An 

interpretive Analysis of Magazine Articles,” Sociology of Sport Journal 1 (1984): 257. 
 
33 Hiliard, Media Images, 270. 
 
34 Hilliard, Media Images, 255. 
 
35 Pamela J. Creedon, Women Media and Sports: Creating and Reflecting Gender 

Values (Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications, 1994) 
 
36 Margaret Carlisle Duncan, Cynthia A. Hasbrook,“Denial of power in televised 

women’s sports,” Sociology of Sport Journal 5 (1998): 1-21. 
 
37 Mihaela Frunza, “How it is to be a feminist in Romania,” The Cultural 

Detective ( 2004): 14. 
 
38 “Aspects regarding gender stereotypes in the Romanian mass media,” An 

Integrated Approach to Gender Blanced Political Empowerment and Participation (2005): 
12. 

 
39 Suart Hall, “The Work of Representation,” Representation: Cultural 

Representations and Signifying practices (London: Sage/Open University, 1997): 15-60. 
 
40 Walter Fisher, The Narrative Paradigm. Human Communication as Narration: 

Toward a Philosophy of Reason, Value and Action (South Carolina: University of South 
Carolina Press, 1987):62-85 and Kenneth Burke, Philosophy on Literary Form (New 
York: Vintage Books, 1957): 94-97. 

 
41 Fisher, Narrative Paradigm 94-97. 
 
42 Malcolm O. Sillars, Bruce E. Gronbeck, “Narrative Analysis,” Communication 

Criticism: Rhetoric, Social Codes, Cultural Studies, (Illinois: Waveland Press, 2001): 
216. 

 
43 Kenneth Burke, Dramatistic Analysis,” On Symbols and Society (Chicago: 

University of Chicago, 1989): 139. 
 
44 Burke, Dramatistic Analysis 139. 
 
45 Burke, Dramatistic Analysis 144. 

 
46 Burke, Dramatistic Analysis 139. 
 

 72



                                                                                                                                                 
47 David S. Birdsdell, “Ronald Reagan on Lebanon and Grenada: Flexibility and 

Interpretation in the Application of Kenneth Burke’s Pentad,” The Quarterly Journal of 
Speech  73 (1987): 269. 
 

48  Birdsdell, Ronald Reagan on Lebanon 271. 
 
49 Birdsdell, Ronald Reagan on Lebanon 276. 
 
50 Sillars, Gronbeck  Narrative Analysis 224. 
 
51 Janice H. Rushing, “The Rhetoric of the American Western Myth,” 

Communication Monographs 50 (1983): 16. 
 

52 Rushing, The Rhetoric of the American Western Myth 16. 
 
53 Rushing, The Rhetoric of the American Western Myth 25. 

 
54 Rushing, The Rhetoric of the American Western Myth 31. 
 
55 Lelroy G. Dorsey, “The Frontier Myth in Presidential Rhetoric: Theodore 

Rosevelt’s Campaign for Conservation,” Western Journal of Communication 59 (1995): 
1. 
 

56 Dorsey, The Frontier Myth 1-19. 
 
57 Elizabeth Bird, “CJ’s Revenge: Media, Folklore and the Cultural Construction 

of Aids,” Critical Studies in Mass Communication 13 (1996): 44-58. 44 
 

58 Bird, CJ’s Revenge 47. 
 
59 Bird, CJ’s Revenge 55. 
 
60 Dochita Zenoveivov, email to the author, 20 January, 2006. 

61 A general newspaper format is less visual and sensational than a tabloid format. 
In both formats, information is structure across columns, 8-9 columns for a general 
newspaper format and 7 columns for a tabloid format. February, 2006. 
<http://www.managusamv.ro/cursuri%20zi/cursuri/frone/marketing/dictionar/t.htm> 

 
62 Sillars, Gronbeck Communication Criticism 122. 
 
63 Ernest G Bohrman, “Fantasy and Rhetorical Vision: The Rhetorical Criticism 

of Social Reality,” Quarterly Journal of Speech 58 (1972): 396-407. 
 
64  All citations are based in my previous translation of the article from English to 

 73

http://www.managusamv.ro/cursuri%20zi/cursuri/frone/marketing/dictionar/t.htm


                                                                                                                                                 
Romanian. 
 

65 1$ =  35000 lei, therefore 2000.000 lei = 57.14 $, this is a very limited salary 
for a professional athlete. 
 

66 Fresh Ideea, Synonim.com, January 2006 
<http://www.synonym.com/definition/marionette>. 

 
67 W. Ebenstein, “The theory of Communism,” Communism in Theory and 

Practice (New York: Holt, Reinhart and Winston, Inc., 1964): 40. 
 

68 Anca Dumitrescu, “Mass Media Propaganda,” Undergraduate Honors Thesis 
(Tallahassee: Florida State University, 2004). 

 
69  Anca Dumitrescu, “ Mass Media Propaganda,” Undergraduate Honors Thesis 

(Tallahassee: Florida State University, 2004). 
 

70 Larzer Ziff, ed., Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography (New York: Holt, Rinehart 
and Winston, 1959) 216. 
 

71 Ana Catina, Oltea Joja, “Emerging Markets, Submerging Women,” Nasser M., 
Katzman M., Gordon R. (eds), Eating Disorders: the New Sociocultural Debate 
Routledge (London, New York, 2000). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 74

http://www.synonym.com/definition/marionette


                                                                                                                                                 
 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 

I was born in and grew up in Romania, a beautiful yet highly oppressive country. 

From a very young age my parents decided that I should become involved with sports 

and so I began playing tennis. The majority of my childhood was spent between school, 

practices and tournaments. When I turned fifteen, I was recruited by a coach in Germany 

and for the next two years I traveled alone throughout most of Europe and parts of Asia 

to participate at professional tennis tournaments. It was a learning experience that offered 

me a unique perspective on democracy and culture and it equipped me with an ability to 

make independent decisions and adapt to new situations. Being able to fluently speak 

German, French and English helped me communicate and build friendships throughout 

these trips. 

 Upon my return to Romania I won the Romanian National Tennis 

Championships and that same spring I graduated high school at the top of my class.  

 I was recruited by Virginia Commonwealth University and in the fall of 2001 I flew for 

the first time to the USA to study at VCU and play tennis on an athletic scholarship. I am 

the first person in my family to come to the USA and pursue a higher education. 

In 2001 I transferred to Florida State University where I completed my 

undergraduate degree. During the three years spent at FSU, I played at the Number One 

position for the Tennis Team, made the Atlantic Coast Conference Team and was ranked 

as high as 24th in the country. I also received two Bachelors Degrees in Business and 

Mass Media Studies. As a Communication Major, I completed an Undergraduate Honors 

Thesis where I performed a qualitative analysis of the propaganda existing in Romanian 

newspapers before and after Communism. I presented the paper at the Southern States 

Communication Association Conference in Baton Rouge, 2004. 

During my last semester as an Undergraduate I was selected to receive the James 

Corrigan Postgraduate Scholarship Award in amount of $5000, which allowed me to 

continue my studies at the graduate level. Since my eligibility in terms of competing for 

the tennis team had expired, I was offered a managing/ volunteer assistant-coaching 
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position which I have held since my graduation. It has allowed me to continue to receive 

a full athletic scholarship. Last semester I was also selected to work as a teaching 

assistant for the Communication Department and currently I am teaching two sections of 

Introduction to Public Speaking. 

In 2005-2006, I completed a Masters thesis in which I analyzed the representation 

of female athletes in Romanian and American print media. In the analysis I combined 

narrative and symbolic introspection to understand the representation of female athletes 

in Gazeta Sporturilor, the most famous Romanian Sports Magazine. Then I compared the 

representation of female athletes in Romania as it transcends throughout the narratives of 

Gazeta with the representation of female athletes in Western media. Finally I situate these 

two representations within larger cultural and political contexts. 

I am currently working on finishing my Graduate degree in May, 2006. Recently I 

was accepted as a Doctoral Student in the Department of Communication at Florida State 

University and I intend to begin my studies in August, 2006. 
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