
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

I hope all our branches are having a productive AAUW year, despite all the 
hurricane difficulties which may have disrupted fall plans.  AAUW members 
rebound and go on, because it is important to promoting equity for women and 
girls.  I’ve been reading newsletters from branches which are holding 
math/science conferences, career days, transitions conferences, and fundraising 
auctions and fashion shows.  So I know you are rebounding and renewing your 
commitment to AAUW. 
 
It is time to register for the Florida Women’s Consortium Lobby Days in 
Tallahassee March 13/15, 2005, at the Holiday Inn Select.  It is during this period 
that we band together with other women’s organizations to lobby the Speaker of 
the House, President of the Senate and appropriate committee members to 
promote our issues.  This year we will be concentrating on getting the Equal 
Rights Amendment ratified in Florida.   The registration form and hotel 
information is available elsewhere on this site.   
 
The Florida Women’s Consortium has agreed to waive the registration fee for up 
to 20 registrants who have never attended Lobby Days and are sponsored by 
another member of the FWC.  Sally Bailey and I will be happy to sponsor any of 
you who meet that requirement and want to attend for the first time. 
 
We are looking forward to our State Convention April 15/17, 2005, at the 
Renaissance Orlando Airport Hotel, with the theme of Woman Power.  Betty 
Castor, will keynote the convention.  She was a Florida Senator, the first woman 
to hold the position of President Pro Tempore, Florida Commissioner of 
Education, the first elected member of the Florida Cabinet, and served as 
President of the University of South Florida.  She truly embodies our theme of 
Woman Power. 
 
Lisa Maatz, Director for Public Policy and Governmental Relations, at the 
Association will speak at our general session on Saturday and give us her 
perspective on lobbying at the national level, multiplying the woman power 
represented by AAUW, by speaking for us in Congress. 
 
Convention will give us an opportunity to renew friendships and make new ones, 
learn from each other, and have fun.  Plan to show up.  The registration form for 
convention is available by clicking on “Forms”.  See you there. 
 
Carol  
 


