
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

I hope your holidays have been filled with the joys of family and 
friends, and now you are ready to get back into AAUW activities.  
There is still much to be done if we are to make progress toward 
equity for all women and girls. 
 
I know all our branches are working on fundraising activities for the 
Educational Foundation, Legal Advocacy Fund and Local Scholarship 
funds.  The needs are so great.  The recent release of the study 
“Tenure Denied”, published by the Educational Foundation and the 
Legal Advocacy Fund, illustrates the discrimination that takes place in 
colleges and universities and the difficulties faced by those who 
choose to fight back.  We can be proud of the support we provide to 
these women.  You can find information about this study on the 
AAUW website, www.aauw.org. 
 
Many branches are also busy planning programs that support our 
goals, from Transitions Conferences to Sister to Sister Summits to 
Woman to Woman Community Dialogues for Social Justice.  It is 
those grass roots activities that are truly “Living the Mission” of 
AAUW.  
 
January is the month when branches can offer new members a 
bargain half-price rate for membership for the rest of the fiscal year.  
We should always be recruiting new members – our future depends 
on it. 
 
The Convention Committee is working on putting together plans for 
our State Convention April 15 – 17, 2005, at the Renaissance 
Orlando Airport.  The Convention is not just for branch officers, but 
rather, it is for all members who wish to attend.  I hope you will put it 
on your calendar and come to Orlando.  Remember our mantra:  We 
will keep showing up 
 
I want to urge members of all branches to participate in Lobby Days 
in Tallahassee March 12 – 15, 2005.  There we join many other 
women’s groups that are part of the Florida Women’s Consortium and 
work together on issues that are important to all of us.  This year, the 
Florida Women’s Consortium is offering to waive registration fees for 



those who attend Lobby Days for the first time and who are 
sponsored by an FWC member.  I’ll be glad to sponsor you.   
 
This year we will be pressing for ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment.  And we will be following whatever legislation comes 
forward as a result of the passage of the Constitutional Amendment 
on parental notification, which we opposed.  We have more clout 
when we have larger numbers.  And, we will keep showing up.  
 
Carol Newnam  

 
  
        
 


