
President’s Message 
 

What a wonderful state convention we had!  I always think that exchanging ideas with 
other AAUW members is the most valuable part of state convention and I could tell there 
was lots of sharing going on.  We were a slightly smaller group this year, but I think 
everyone who was there, was glad they came.  In addition to hearing Betty Castor kick 
off our first session, we heard from Lisa Maatz, Director for Public Policy and 
Government Relations, at the Association.  I think we were all impressed with the caliber 
of staff members we have in Washington and made proud that she represents us on 
capital hill. 
 
We also had an LAF plaintiff, Dr. Linda Brodsky, from SUNY Buffalo, who spoke 
eloquently about her struggles for equality.  We can be so proud of the work being done 
by the Legal Advocacy Fund. 
 
I was pleased that our lobbyist, Vicki Wooldridge, was able to attend convention.  Since 
our convention is usually in the middle of the legislative session, it is difficult for a 
lobbyist to get away.  But Vicki made the effort and I think we all enjoyed meeting her 
and hearing from her at workshops and the Public Policy update on Sunday morning.   
 
A huge thank you is due to Martha Miller, Tallahassee Branch, for taking on the job of 
Local Arrangements Chair for the convention.  Martha had served in that capacity before 
when the convention was held in Destin, and I was doubly grateful for her experience 
since it was my first time at being in charge.  I’m also thankful for Martha’s son, who not 
only helped me persuade Martha to accept the LAC responsibility, but flew down from 
Louisville to help out. 
 
And now it is time for the national convention.  I hope to see many of you there.  Have a 
wonderful summer as we get ready for another AAUW year. 
 
Carol Newnam 
 
 
 
   


