
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Come to Woman Power, our convention, April 15 to April 17, 2005, at the Renaissance 
Orlando Airport Hotel 
 
Betty Castor has agreed to kick off the convention.  In addition to running for the US 
Senate, she was President of the University of South Florida, and served as Florida 
Commissioner of Education, where she was the first woman ever elected to the Florida 
Cabinet.  She was inducted into the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame and is currently a 
member of the National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future.  She embodies 
our theme of Woman Power. 
 
We are also bringing AAUW’s Director of Public Policy and Government Relations, Lisa 
M. Maatz, down to talk about AAUW’s public policy priorities and her experience  
working to advance them.  
 
Convention is a terrific opportunity to renew friendships, meet new friends, energize 
yourself and reaffirm our AAUW mission.  We will have workshops, fanciful and 
practical, we will honor those who are meeting important AAUW goals, we will elect 
new state officers and then install them.  And we will award the very first “Florida’s 
Finest” awards.  Convention is not just for branch officers, but rather for all members 
who want to attend.  It will be fun.  I guarantee it.  Remember our mantra is that we will 
keep showing up, and this will be a great place to do that. 

The Florida Women’s Consortium Lobby Days are planned for March 12 to 15 in 
Tallahassee.  Along with other issues, we are really pushing to have the Equal Rights 
Amendment passed in Florida.  Who could possible object to putting an amendment into 
the Constitution that reads:  

 Equality of Rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or 
any state on account of sex. 

I urge you to come to Lobby Days to let the legislature know we are here and will keep 
showing up.   At Shirley Chisholm’s funeral someone said she showed up, stood up 
and spoke up when neither expected nor summoned.  We have to do that too. 

Carol Newnam 

 

 

 

  
 



 
   


