
President’s Column 
 

What a wonderful convention we had April 21/23 in Sarasota.  I could use this whole 
column just to list all those who made convention so terrific, but let me give particular 
credit to Jennifer Walker and Marcia Hill, excellent co-chairs of the local arrangements 
committee, Ramona McNicholas, convention treasurer and registration chair 
extroadinaire, Kay Novotny, Program Booklet editor and layout expert, Carol Napper, 
Workshop Coordinator and Director for Program, and all the branches of the SW 
Interbranch group.  While I haven’t yet seen an analysis of evaluations, I’ve heard many 
nice comments about convention so I think everyone was happy with it. 
 
The convention body passed a dues increase of $2.00 for fiscal year 2007/2008 and 
another $2.00 in 2008/2009.  To remain financially sound until the increase for fiscal year 
2007/08, the state board has eliminated one state board meeting and will not publish the 
spring/summer issue of FloriVision  this year or next 
 
In addition to FloriVision, which goes to every member, Florida AAUW supports 
branches with our Leader-on-Loan program and visits by the state president .  State 
Directors communicate with their branch counterparts and provide assistance and 
guidance.  Florida AAUW pays for a lobbyist in Tallahassee during the legislative 
session.  She represents our views and works with legislators to influence the content of 
bills that concern us and alerts us when we must contact legislators.  We are a member of 
the Florida Women’s Consortium.   We provide travel funds so the public policy 
committee and the state president can participate in Lobby Days in Tallahassee to 
represent our interests.   Our dues also cover some expenses for state officers to attend 
national or regional conferences.  We have a comprehensive website accessible to all 
members.  We administer a Mini-grant program, a writing contest, and an annual 
recognition program. We compile and publish a state directory of all branch and state 
officers and provide it to all branches.  We plan and hold a state convention each year.  
 
At the Sunday business session, the convention body passed our Public Policy Priorities 
for 2006/2008.  They will be printed and distributed and we will have them on this 
website shortly. 
 
As we wind down another AAUW year, I’m so glad to be part of this wonderful 
organization 
 
Carol Newnam 
 
 
 


