
President’s Message 
 

The election is over and we must get about the business of promoting equity for 
all women and girls.  We cannot be discouraged; we must keep on showing up.  
Equity is still an issue. 
 
As you may have read in this space last month, the Association has asked the 
states to administer what was the 21st Century Awards program.  State board 
members have come up with a much simplified program and application that we 
are calling “Florida’s Finest”.  We want to recognize the good work that our 
branches are doing without burdening them with too much paperwork.  All branch 
presidents received the new application and instructions.  Two of our former state 
Presidents, Leslie Henderson and Sally Bailey, will evaluate submissions.  
Because we want to recognize “Florida’s Finest” at convention, we are asking 
that the applications be received by March 15.  I hope many of our branches will 
find this new recognition program easy enough to use that they will want to 
submit applications.  
 
The postponed (So many things have had to be postponed this year) Florida 
Women’s Consortium meeting took place on Saturday, November 6.  I was proud 
to be at the meeting where one of our own, former state president, Helen 
Landers from Ft. Lauderdale, was honored as one of the founding members of 
the Consortium and as one of its early presidents.  The Florida Women’s 
Consortium organizes Lobby Days in Tallahassee each year – scheduled this 
year for March 12 –15, 2005.  Another place we will be showing up.  Join us. 
 
Speaking of honors, I was leafing through the November 1 issue of the New 
Yorker magazine and suddenly, there was Barbara Schwartz, Miami branch 
President, in a photograph taken at the Democratic Convention by Richard 
Avedon.  The New Yorker ran a series of his photographs taken at the two 
political conventions, shortly before his death at age 81.  What an honor to have 
been photographed by this great photographer. 
 
We are coming to the holiday season, and then the return of many of our 
members who summer in the north.  We welcome the holidays and our returning 
members.  Have a lovely holiday season and get ready to work for equity for all 
women and girls with renewed vigor and conviction in the new year.        


