
President’s Column 
 

September was the month I visited branches.  On September 10, I met 
with Helen Landers and the Fort Lauderdale branch.  They also invited 
representatives of the local Pace Center for Girls and are planning a 
project with them, probably a Financial Independence for Girls 
program. 
 
On September 17, I met with the Carmella DiMatteo and the 
Melbourne Branch.  I was happy to see several members of the Central 
Brevard Branch, which has disbanded, are now members of Melbourne.  
Melbourne has a wonderful Rolling Readers program that they are 
justly proud to have started and continued.  It is now so successful that 
they have been able to hire an Executive Director to administer it.  Joan 
Borders and Polly Cordell, members of the Melbourne branch, have 
been the administrators since its beginning in 1997. 
 
On September 24, I met with the North Tampa and Tampa Branches, 
presided over by Lucia Stevens and Sherry Foecking.  Sally Lewis, also 
invited the other branches in her Director at Large responsibility, and 
Naomi Foreman, President of the Sun City Branch, attended.  I think it 
is a good thing when branches can get together for a joint meeting and I 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting members in Tampa.  They organized a 
pitch-in lunch and we could have fed half of Tampa with all the 
goodies. The Tampa branch invited a student to whom they have given 
a scholarship. 
 
Visiting our branches always reminds me of the many ways AAUW 
branches are contributing to equity for women and girls.  It’s truly 
inspiring to see what large and small branches can do.  If any other 
branches would like me to visit one of their meetings, please email me.  
There is no paperwork involved in having the state president come to 
speak.  We simply have to agree on a date.  
 
Later on the day I lunched with the Tampa branches, I stopped in St. 
Petersburg at a meeting of Equal Rights Amendment, Inc., where Pat 
Schroeder stopped by to encourage efforts to pass the ERA in Florida.  
This is another of the priorities of Florida AAUW, to see the ERA 
passed in Florida.  That will be part of the focus of our efforts in 
Tallahassee for Lobby Days, March 13-15. 
 
The Florida AAUW Nominating Committee is looking for candidates 
for Director for Membership, Director for Communications, Director 
for Educational Foundation and Secretary, as well as four Directors at 
Large.  I have thoroughly enjoyed serving on the state board as Finance 
Director, President-Elect and now President.  I urge you to consider 
applying for one of these positions.  It will be rewarding and you will 
be making an important contribution to AAUW. 
 
As you continue your AAUW activities toward equity for women and 
girls, remember to have fun. 
 
Carol Newnam 
 
  


