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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
CELEBRATING ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF MINISTRY 

Sunday, November 10, 1974 

Eleven 0 'clock 

WORSE/IP THROUGH MEDITATION 
Sa ed 0 M . "A '' D er rgan uszc, men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . upre 
Meditation by the Congregation 

WORSHIP THROUGH ADORATION 

Striking of the Hour 
Choral Introit, "Almighty God of Our Fathers" . .................... James 
*Doxology 
Hymn of the Church, No. 380, "The Church's One Foundation" Aurelia 

WORSHIP THROUGH DEDICATION 

Dedication of Christian Life Center 

Pastor: Join with me in offering to God the Christian Life Center of First Baptist Church of Tallahassee. 

People: Lord we offer to You this building as a center of christian life and practice. We offer it to You 
believing You have taught us responsibility for the total person both body and spirit . 

Pastor: God has declared that we offer our bodies to Him as a living sacrifice holy acceptable unto Him, 
which is only reasonable. 

People: So do we dedicate our bodies to You our God as living temples for your Spirit to live with us. 
So shall we use His building and its facilities as a.health giving center in a Christlike atmosphere. 
To cultivate ourselves as healthy vessels for your use. 

Pastor: God has commisioned us to christian fellowship. 
People: So do we our God dedicate the Christian Life Center as a place to cultivate fellowship in the full 

meaning of sharing person to person, individual families and as a group of believers. 
Pastor: God has commisioned us to evangelism 
People: We commit the Christian Life Center to You our God as a Center of Evangelism and a means to 

reach those who need your salvation and blessing. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Prayer of Dedication .................................... Robert Crider 
Dedicatory Hymn, No. 499, "To Him Who Hallows All Our Days': .. Ellacombe 

WORSHIP THROUGH SCRIPTURE AND OBEDIENCE 

Recognitions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Darrell Grice 
The Word of God 
Morning Prayer 

WORSHIP THROUGH STEWARDSHIP 

*Hymn of the Church, No. 382, "I Love Thy Kingdom Lord" . . . . . St. Thomas 
Offertory Prayer 
Offertory, "Voluntary on Neumark" ...................... Gordon Young 

WORSHIP THROUGH PROCLAMATION 
Anthem, "How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings" . ...................... . Brahms 
Message. . ................................. . .. . Dr. Robert M. McMillan 

WORSHIP THROUGH COMMITMENT 

Moments of Decisions 
Hymn of Invitation, No. 352, "Living For Jesus" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Living 
Hymn of Fellowship, "For Thine Is The Kingdom" 
Organ Postlude 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Tallahassee is one of the really beautiful cities of America. We are proud to 

call it our home and to be a contributor to its life. The city has a distinctive cultural 

background and is blessed with an educational level and interests far in excess of the 

average town. 

We are proud of our educational institutions and as a church we participate in 

programs of evangelism on the campuses of Florida State University, Florida A & M 

University and Tallahassee Community College. In our Sunday School we have one 

of the largest college departments in the South with over 400 students registered. 

We are First Baptist Church are endeavoring to reach out,into the community 

to minister at every possible level as you will see from some of the accompanying 

articles. 

Our church staff is one of the finest in the country and is fully equipped 

educationally and otherwise to minister to you and your family, spiritually, emotion

ally, socially and culturally. We are each your servant for Christ's sake. As you will 

see this .church can offer much more than most in terms of family programming and 

enrichment. 

Although we are by membership the largest Southern Baptist Church in 

Florida we neverless have a warm fellowship unequalled anywhere. If you have 

not yet done so we invite you to visit with us in any of our services or by way of 

the Baptist Hour on the local television station every Sunday morning at 11: 00 a. m. 

Dr. Robert 111. McMillan 

Pastor 
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ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY- FIVE YEARS OF CHRISTIAN WITNESS 

(Adapted from an earlier article 

(By the late Dr. Doak Campbell 

(Former President of Florida 

(State University) 

The minutes of the Florida Baptist Association tell us that on November the 10th , 
1849 the First Baptist Church of Tallahassee was organized with the following charter members: 
James E. Broome, Theodore W. Brevard, Hugh Archer, Robert B. Hilton, Mrs. E. Swicord, 
Mrs. C. E. Brevard, Sarah Archer, Mrs. M.A. Corley, and Miss Catherine Smith. These nine 
members began hopefully the work which now celebrates its 125th year. James E. Broome and 
Theodore W. Brevard were chosen as deacons. Later, 185 3-5 7, Broome was Governor of the 
State of Florida and Brevard became the Comptroller of the State of Florida. 

On May 31st. 1856, Jackson Lodge No. 1 F & A.N. and Leon Lodge No. 5 -IOOF con
veyed to Jame:; E. Broome, Theodore W. Brevard, Hugh Archer, Sr., in trust for the Baptist 
Church of the City of Tallahassee, Lot 188 in the old plan of the City of Tallahassee for $500 
on condition that the said lot would be used solely for the erection of an edifice for the pur
pose of religious worship. The first building was constructed in 1858 and is shown in the sketch. 

Skt>tch by 
Mr."'. Ed\Yin M. Clark 

First Building Constr uct ed , 1858 



There was a meeting of the Florida Baptist Convention in 18 78 in Tallahassee when 01lly 

six delegates responded including two who were members of the local church! The Florida 

Baptist Convention, at that time, was as badly wrecked as the church house at Tallahassee 

which had been used by both armies as a hospital during the war and was in an utterly dil-

apidated condition." 
The original building was remodeled in 1899 as can be seen from the accompanying 

sketch. 

Original Building, Remodeled in .1899 

The following paragraphs reflect something of the change that took place when on the 

second Sunday in November 1915 the First Baptist Church of Tallahassee dedicated a new 

building. The following article was written by Miss Ann McQueen for an article in the magazine 

"Home Field." 
"In the year 1914 the Baptists of Tallahassee, the Capitol of the State of Florida, worshipped 

God in the most insignificant and humble house in the city - - - a bare shell of a small frame build

ing, ugly to look upon, shivery in winter and scorching in summer - - inadequate in every way." 

"Each New Temple, Nobler Than The Last' 



1915 Beautiful and Spacious Church dudng the pastorate of 
Dr. J. Dean Adcock 

In the year 1915 on the second Sunday in November they, with the congregations of the 

Methodists and the Presbyterians who came to rejoice with them, gathered in a fair and shining 

temple of worship, large and lofty, beautiful to look upon, built of cream brick, with 92 

great windows of art glass gleaming like fire opals, blending harmoniously with the cream 

white walls." 

Mr. Alphonse Pichard was the guiding spirit and construction chairman for this church 

building. 

In 1946 a Committee of 100 was set up, under the chairmanship of Attorney Lewis 

Petteway, to raise funds, to develop plans and provide for the construction of an enlarged 

church plan. In a little over one month the congregation gave $125 ,000 in cash and pledges! 

The late Dr. Doak S. Campbell former President of Florida State University wrote these 

words on the 1 OOt h Anniversary of the First Baptist Church. 

"If the faith of the membership is of the same quality as was the faith of those who began 

here so humbly a century ago, then indeed, the second century will be one of the great 

achievements in Christian service." 

On November 10th, 1974 the church will dedicate the Christian Life Center which is the 

fulfillment of many years of planning and hoping on the part of the mem~ership of the First 

Baptist Church of Tallahassee. It will be this generation's contribution to a glowing history and 

a great future. 

Many of the Southern Baptist Churches in the surrounding areas of Tallahassee owe their 

existence to the faithfulness of the membership of the First Baptist Church who started them 

as mission churches. 

The existence today of a Baptist Student Ministry on the campus of Florida State Univers

ity had its origins in the First Baptist Church when they constructed under the direction of the 

then Pastor Luther Rice Christie a Baptist student house in 1938. In 1942 a special "Annex" 

was built for the University students at the rear of the existing church. 

In 1949 during the Centennial celebration the then Pastor, Dr. Harold G. Sanders asked the 

question: 

"With such a past, can the future be less great?" 

Surely we can still ask the question as we have completed yet another phase of our ministry 

and look forward, under the direction of God , to yet another phase of growth and development 

in the years that lie ahead. 
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"FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF TALLAHASSEE TOUCHES THE WORLD" 

"The Church's one Foundation, is Jesus Christ Her Lord." This is the familiar hymn with which 

First Baptist Church of Tallahassee celebrates its I 25th year. 

Here is a people with faith in their Lord, with love for the world, and with deep concern. These 
people desire to share the love of Christ in the world, and not merely in fellowship with each other. 

"Share God's Love Now" is their theme for 19 7 4-7 5. The command Jesus gave is taken literally 

that they shall be "witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and to the uttermost parts of the 
world." They desire to fulfill that commission by dedication, with their tithes and offerings. They 

accept the challenge to reach around the world for Jesus Christ. Dr. Robert M. McMillan says, 
"I am glad to be the Pastor of this people with such a vision, with such an outreach for the Lord 

Jes us Christ." 

First Baptist accepts the challenge to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

They put it into action in a number of ways. 

In Foreign Missions, they do it through the Cooperative Program of the Southern Baptist Con

vention. Giving over $100,000 a year to missions they reach out to every part of the world through 

their missionaries, sending them to lands with different customs and cultures, with desperate needs 
at every level and with religions other than Christianity. Their missionaries are doctors, nurses, 

teachers, agronomists, etc. Their money helps build churches where people might hear the gospel 

of the Lord Jesus Christ. It builds hospitals to minister to the sick and diseased, to the hungry. 
They teach the natives through Seminaries and schools. They reach out to people who in turn may 

reach their own land. Through the Baptist World Alliance they touch the whole world for J ems 

Christ. 

In Home Missions First Baptist does not neglect the command to minister to those in the home 

land. Through the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board they reach every ethnic group in the 
country; Indians, Orientals and Spanish speaking people. Wherever people are who have need, 
they reach out to touch them. They minister in provision for their needs as families, in Child
ren's Homes, Homes for the Aged, as well as the young. They touch the ghettoes, but also the 

high rise apartments in America's cities. 

But here in Tallahassee they do not neglect their responsibilities. Their pastoral staff is 
directly involved and participates daily in a broad spectrum of ministries. In Counseling services, 
in the Hospitals, the Convalescent Homes, in Sunland Hospital, ministering in jails. Through 
their Baptist Children's Home on Buck Lake Road in Tallahassee they touch the lives of boys and 
girls in need of love and care. They minister weekly to the deaf and to a large number of Inter

nationals. Their television ministry reaches three states by cable. 

First Baptist Church is built on a solid foundation of Bible teaching from pulpit and classroom. 

The Bible School ministry teaches 1200 every Sunday morning. 

They reach out through.the missionary organizations of their Womens Missionary Union who 
have a used-clothes closet for the needy. 

First Baptist Children's Ministry is vitally important to them. Children are taught Bible in 
modern and unique ways. They minister to children not only in Bible Scqool, but through a 
Day Care program, Vacation Bible Schools, satellite Bible Schools conducted around the . 
Tallahassee area and in Day Camps. 

. 



A vital part of the church's ministry is youth work. Annie Formwalt directs the youth 
ministry on the campuses of the universities ~nd high schools of this area. She is assisted by 
Debbie Everett who works particularly with the Junior High Young People. Young people 
have Bible studies in homes, at their schools, and on retreats. They learn commitment and 
devotion and to share Christ's love now. An effective part of the youth ministry is drama. The 
young people learn to communicate the g'Ospel through this medium. 

Each summer the youth engage in mission work in such places as Arizona, working among 
the Indians. This past summer the young people went to the Dominican Republic. There they 
saw conditions quite unusual to them but they found that t-!J.e gospel of Jesus Christ could 
transcend so many of these circumstances as they communicated their faith by life and action. 
They painted the mission station and worked with missionaries. 

First Baptist is renowned for its music ministry with over 400 in their choirs! 

Times are changing and so are the methods of religious outreach. The newest and most 
exciting ministry of the church is the Christian Life Center. This exciting center ministers· to 
the entire man, body and spirit. Here people learn to live and share together in Christian fellow
ship. Here families learn not only that they can pray together but they can also play together. 
Here too, they not only exercise the body in a healthy Christian atmosphere but reach out to 
share Christ's love. The church is well known for its Senior Citizen program. Not only do the 
Senior Baptists have Bible classes and craft work within the Christian Life Center, but every 
few months they go on trips around the country. "These people know we love them and 
care," says the Pastor. 

Every penny given by the people of First Baptist Church through their annual budget is 
used in some effective ministry to reach out and touch men, women, boys and girls, wherever 
they are and whoever they are. 

The people of First Baptist Church, Tallahassee will celebrate their 125th birthday this 
weekend and anticipate an even greater work in the coming years. They will continue, like 
their predecessors for the past 125 years, to give faithfully of their tithes and offerings. They 
will not fail, because they are committed Christians. These remarkable people not only spe~k 
about Christianity but live Christ practically wherever a ministry can be exercised. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Robert M. McMillan 

C. Darrell Grice 

David L. Humphrey 

Doyle E. Oliver 

Annie Formwalt 

Arthur 0. Harris, Jr. 

F. William Krupp, Jr. 

ASSISTANTS TO PASTORAL STAFF 

OFFICE STAFF 

Catherine H. Hale 

Patricia F. Hardin 

Marion 0. Roe 

Elizabeth H. Scanlan 

Dorothy B. Wallace 

Ron Robinson 

MAINTENANCE 

Ray Rollins 

Luther L. Bennett 

Hermon Jefferson 

William D. Wright 

Juanita Abner 

Elsie M. Bailey 

Lula Johnson 

Jay Smith 

Gary V. Loyd 

Audie Smith 

Debbie Everett 

Barbara J. Smith 

Jim Ferguson 

DAY CARE 

Kathryn Giles, Director 
Tonia Fauquet 

Ruby Blalock 

Debbie Carter 

Linda Godbolt 

Mikie Hamlin 

Corine Henry 

Peggy Matthews 

Susan O'Halloran 

Edna O'Neal 

Ora Padgett 

Eth el Shazier 

Lelia Mae Thomas 

Brenda Tomberlin 

Ruby Williams 

Hattie Young 

Ann Kellier 
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"IF Tlfh. FAITH OF THE /vJEMBERSHIP IS OF THE SAME 

QUALITY AS WAS THI:' FAITH OF THOSE WHO BEGAN HERE 

A CFNTUR YA GO. THE'N INDI:'ED. THE SEC01VD Cf:.,'NTUR Y WILL 

HI~· O/VL Of' TlfE GREA TE'ST ACHIEVfJJ1El\JTS JN Cl/RIST/AN 

Sl~R f/ I Cl:'. .. 

From One Hundred Year Centennial 

History by the late Dr. Doak Campbell, 

former President of Florida State University. 


