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Till's Mother 

Sp,ent Sheltere:d 
Life Under Mama 
1 By MRS. MAMIE BRADLEY 
t As Told to ETHEL L. PAYNE 
1 I had always been so sheltered 
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that I didn't realize how depend
ent I was on Mama for every
thing. The first job I got in Chi
cago was the summer I was 18. I 
didn't know anything about the 
city. 

All of my life had been spent 
out in ·Argo. My work was on the 
North side and it meant getting 
up and taking the bus into town 
and then the elevated train. 

Every morning, Mama would 
get up and take me to work and 
then pick me up in the evening. 
This was routine procedure to me. 
One day she said. "Sister, you'll 
have to go by yourself this morn
ing." I was panicky and just as 
lost as a stray lamb, but after 
going out of my way several 
blocks, I finally learned the way 
by ·myself. 

My mother had married again, 
this time to a Tom Gaines. He 
was especially fond of Bo. · 

In fact, he wanted :Mama to 
sign over her property to him so 
he would have some security when 
he grew up, but Mama tossed her 
head and said. "Humph, just sup
pose Bo gets married and his w~e 
decides she doesn't want me and 
Sister around. ' She could put us 
right out in the street." Tom died 
in 1945. 
MOVE TO CHICAGO 

In 1947, when Mama . married 
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CHRISTMAS 1954, his last 
one, shows a contented Bobo 
sprawled acros~t ~in 

"Papa" Spearma moveJ to 
Chicago, but Bo l~ Argo so 
much .that he spent practically 
all of his time out there with some 
of our r~latives. He just gra·fit'! 

. atest..to..· Argo .J.ike a magnet was 
· p.u.ll1!1 g lilm. • ~ · 

I was working ea ily. My 
whole mind was on wor ·ng and 
saving for Bo's college education. 
I had started first with the Army 
Signal Corps and then moved to 
the Veteran's Administration. An 
acute attack of appendicitis hos· 
pitalized me for surgery and I 
spent several weeks recuperating. 
In 1948, I went to work for Social 
Security as a clerk-typist. 

I was devoted to both my par
ents, even· though they had separ
ated. My father · had married. 
again and was living .in Detroit. 
In 1950, I decided that I would 
move to Detroit with Bo. 

I got a ·job at the Fort Wayne 
Induction Center. Bo was restles~ 
and unhappy. He wanted to get 
back to his beloved Argo and I 
didn't think it fair to make him 
stay, so I sent him back in the 
care of my father's youngest 
brother, Kid Carthan. 
SECOND MARRIAGE 

I was keepin~ company with 
Pink Bradley. e was a smooth 
tall)ljr with b ideas, ~owever 

oA" ]Jttle practicality. Bt~£h was 
lonesqme and because~e was 
nice to Bo, I thought h~ would 
be a good second father to my 
boy. We married May 5, 1951, in 
Detroit and moved back to Chi
cago in November. 

Mama had purchased the house 
I'm living in now - she . had a 
home on the West side in Chicago. 
We moved in the new house and 
Bo came with us. 
~e was 10 years old and more 
IW-a man than Pink. Pink was a 
big shot with a head full of 
schemes and dreams and no mon· 

y in his pocket. He worked by 
spells and he was always driving 
back and forth to Detroit to im· 
press his friends there. 

All of the responsibility o~the 
house was on me. Finally, in 
August, 195~, we separC\,ted nd I 
filed for divorce. After that, it 
was Bo and me.' Disap.poJnted in 

his home after enjoying his 
Yule dinner. 

my marriage, I set myself to make 
Bo the kind of man every .mother 
wants her son. 
MUTUAL · UNDERSTANDING 

In a way, Bo and I were more 
like brother and big sister than 
mother and son. We had no se
crets from each other. We talked 
and argued everything out - he 
had a lot of good sense. 

If he didn't like something I did, 
he would say so, but he was never 
a sassy child. Sometimes, he 
would call up Mama and tell on 
me for something I had done and 
Mama would bawl me out good. 

And when I got exasperated 
with him, I would report to :Mama 
and she would scold him. Mama 
kept us both in check. 

Since I had to work and make 
the living, we had an arrange
ment. Bo did all of the housework 
and the laundry. I did the cook
ing - but he even learned to do 
some of this. 

He was a good housekeeper, 
clean and neat and he never 
shirked his chores. Like. any other 
child, he loved to play and some
times he would slip off leaving 
some of his work or forgetting to 
get the loaf of bread from the 
store. 
BASEBALL INCIDENT 

I remember one summer eve
ning when I came home from 
work, hot and tired, I sent him 
to the store for something. He was 
a baseball hound and there was a 
sandlot game going on. Bo put 
down the bread and got into the 
game. 

That's where I found him when 
I went out looking for him, all 
mad and evil. He was 13 then and 
as big- as I was. I whipped him 
all the way home and he never 
said a word. 

But when we got to the_ house. 
. he tried to tell me what had haP· 
pened and as he was so :excited 
he stuttered. "N-o-w. n~o-w, j-u-s-t 
l·o-o·k a-t y-o-u-r-s-e-1-f." Getting 
control of himself, he said very 
firmly. ~Now, how do you feel 
making .a show of yourself out 
there on the street"? I had _ to· 
admit that I was ashamed of my
self for losing my temper. 
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Bo was a normal boy who got 
into tussles with bis playmates, 
but he had one ouktanding trait. 
He could not stand friction. It 
completely unnerved him and he 
was frantic until he negotiated 
peace between the warring par· 
ties. I think this r t have stem
med from his early realization of 
a broken home and what it could 
mean; consequently, he wanted 
harmony surrounding him and 
anybody close to him. 

A young cousin of ours had 
come to live with us and soon 
afterwar her sister came too. ' 
~ in c 'lege and Sis 
was working. They were suppo 
to do a certain amount use
work', but -so they ,got 
careless and left it undone. 

When I laid down the law, they 
got in a huff and m0ved to another 
relative's. I was very incensed 
over this and it caused quite a 
strain in family relations. 

Bo was very; unhappy about it 
all and he kept prodding me to go 
and see the girls and make up. 
Finally, one Saturday night after 
he had pestered the life out of 
me, I said irritably, "All right, 
let's go." 

When Bo and I walked in, the 
girls were surprised. We made up 
and then proceeded to have a ga1 
time laughing and singing and 
playing records. 

Bo was so happy, his eyes were 
just shining. We didn't get home 
until three in the morning. The 
phone was ringing. It was Mama 
frantic to know what had happen· 
ed to us. She had been calling 
since. 12 o'clock.· 

I told her. what had happened 
and she laughed and called Bo 
"our little peacemaker." 

HOLD REUNION 

The Wilberforce Central State 
alumni will hold its annual reunion 
at the home of Miss Bernice Coop· 
er, 6230 St. Lawrence ave. on Feb. 
12 at 4 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served. 
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