
The Undergraduate Policy Committee moves that the language in the current 
undergraduate bulletin regarding the drop policy be replaced with the following: 

 
DROP POLICY 
 
During the first four days of classes, individual courses may be added, dropped, or 
sections of a course changed.  Students are financially liable for all courses that 
appear on their schedule after the fourth day of classes.  Courses may be dropped 
through the seventh week of classes with the exception of mandated college-
preparatory courses, freshman composition, and courses involved in 
allegations of academic dishonesty; however, tuition charges will remain.  
Approval by the student’s academic dean is required to reduce the academic load 
below twelve (12) semester hours or increase the academic load above eighteen 
(18) semester hours (to a maximum of twenty-one [21] semester hours).  Courses 
dropped during this period will not appear on the student’s transcript. 
 
WITHDRAWAL 
 
The statement “Withdrew from the University” will appear on the transcripts of 
students who properly withdraw within the first seven weeks of class.  After that 
date, depending on the quality of work at the time of the withdrawal, grades of 
“W” or “F” will be assigned by instructors and placed on the student’s transcript 
with the withdrawal statement.  Under unusual circumstances and upon 
recommendation from the appropriate academic dean, a student withdrawing from 
the University may receive “WD” grades in all courses taken that term. 

 
Some of the arguments that persuaded the UPC that this policy change would 
benefit students include: 
 

Ø Current policies force students to make drop decisions with, in most cases, little 
or no feedback on their academic performance.  This is a particular problem for 
students experiencing a transition, whether it is from high school to college or 
lower division to upper. 

 
Ø While 30.7% of students admitted in the summer and fall of 1999 dropped a class 

before the 4th week of classes, 42.9% either dropped from one class after the 4th 
week of classes or withdrew from one or more classes (mostly without a grade).  
The later drop date should eliminate a large percentage of those students who 
currently elect to withdraw, but who recognize that they must withdraw only after 
their first tests or assignments have been evaluated. 

 
Ø The current policy deadline does not coincide with the deadline for financial and 

enrollment reporting.  The current Drop deadline is just prior to initial reporting of 
enrollment for funding purposes.  Funding, however, is determined by the final 
file so changing the deadline will not alter state-allocated funds.  Consistency 
requires changing the Withdrawal Policy to match any changes to the Drop 
deadline. 



The Undergraduate Policy Committee moves that the forgiveness policy described 
in the undergraduate bulletin be eliminated and the following text be inserted under 
the drop policy: 

 
A cumulative maximum of two (2) courses may be dropped between the eighth 
and twelfth week of classes during the semesters in which the student has earned 
fewer than 60 hours of college credit.  A student may only drop one (1) course 
after earning sixty (60) hours of college credit and until graduation.  Students 
remain financially liable for these courses.  Approval by the student’s academic 
dean is required.  Courses dropped during this period will appear on the student’s 
transcript with the notation “W.” 
 
After the twelfth week of classes, courses may be dropped only in exceptional 
circumstances.  Dates are prorated for individual summer sessions.  Approval is 
required by the academic dean.  Such courses will appear on the student’s 
transcript with the notation “WD.”  Students who register for courses but do not 
attend the classes will receive grades of “F” if the courses are not officially 
dropped. 

 
Some of the arguments that persuaded the UPC that this policy change would 
benefit students include: 
 

Ø The most common courses taken under Forgiveness tend to be prerequisite 
courses for the sciences, math, engineering, and business.  These are also the 
majors many freshmen declare upon admission to FSU but in which fewer remain 
after the freshman year.  The current Forgiveness Policy encourages these 
misplaced students to continue in a major where there is little hope of success.  
The policy also creates additional enrollment pressure on the very courses FSU 
has the most difficulty meeting the registration demand. 

 
Ø Eliminating the Forgiveness Policy will reduce the number of students repeating 

courses for the sole purpose of improving their GPA.  This should free up space in 
high demand courses in such areas as mathematics and chemistry. 

 
Ø Eliminating the Forgiveness Policy reduces the temptation for inappropriately 

placed majors to “give it one more try.”  An extended drop deadline encourages 
students to change majors and begin working in a different direction. 

 
Ø The current Forgiveness Policy paired with our strict Drop Policy places FSU 

students at a disadvantage when compared to their fellow students from our peer 
campuses and from universities we hope to emulate.  Graduate schools do not 
honor forgiveness policies and calculate both grades into the GPA for admission.   

 
Ø Most peer institutions favor extended drop deadlines without grade liability.  

Dropped courses do not figure into graduate admissions decisions unless there is a 
pattern of dropping courses.  This proposal replaces the two forgiven courses with 
a limited number of late drops, bringing our policies more in line with other 



institutions and allowing our graduates to fairly compete with students from other 
institutions. 


