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Distance Learning Committee, C. Greek 
 
The distance learning committee would like to waive the requirement that new courses 
must first prepare a traditional syllabus, then a new comparative syllabus.  Instead the 
department will be instructed to create the distance learning course syllabus only, 
making sure that the course structure meets form 2 requirements.  These courses will 
continue to require approval at the departmental and College Dean’s office level before 
being sent to the curriculum committee.  Courses that are first taught as traditional 
courses must submit both syllabi for distance learning mode approval. 

 
 

Graduate Policy Committee, G. Bates 
 
DROP POLICY 
 
On March 22, 2004, the GPC voted unanimously to change the current policy on the 
deadline for dropping courses.  The current policy states,  
  

During the first four days of classes, individual courses may be added, dropped, 
or sections of a course changed.  Students are financially liable for all courses 
that appear on their schedule after the fourth day of classes.  Courses may be 
dropped through the fourth week of classes; however, tuition charges will remain.  
Approval by the student's academic dean is required to reduce the academic 
load below twelve (12) semester hours.  Courses dropped during this period will 
not appear on the student's transcript.  To add courses after the first four days of 
classes requires the academic dean's approval. 
After the fourth week of classes, courses may be dropped only in exceptional 
circumstances.  Approval is required by the adviser and the academic dean.  
Such courses will appear on the students transcript with the notation "WD." 
Students who register for courses but who do not attend the classes will receive 
grades of "F" if the courses are not officially dropped. 

The new proposed policy states,  
During the first four days of classes, individual courses may be added, dropped, 
or sections of a course changed.  Students are financially liable for all courses 
that appear on their schedule after the fourth day of classes.  Courses may be 
dropped through the seventh week of classes; however, tuition charges will 
remain.  Approval by the student's academic dean is required to reduce the 
academic load below twelve (12) semester hours.  Courses dropped during this 



period will not appear on the student's transcript.  To add courses after the first 
four days of classes requires the academic dean's approval. 
After the seventh week of classes, courses may be dropped only in exceptional 
circumstances.  Approval is required by the adviser and the academic dean.  
Such courses will appear on the students transcript with the notation "WD." 
Students who register for courses but who do not attend the classes will receive 
grades of "F" if the courses are not officially dropped. 

 
FORGIVENESS POLICY 
 
On April 5, 2004, the GPC voted unanimously to eliminate the existing forgiveness 
policy for graduate students.  The current policy states, 

A graduate student may repeat one time a course in which a grade of "C+" (2.25) 
or lower has been made.  The course shall be repeated on a letter-grade basis.  
Only the grade and credit received in the second attempt shall be used in 
computing the overall grade point average.  However, the original grade will 
remain posted on the student's permanent record, but will not be used in 
computing the overall grade point average.  A student may repeat no more than 
two courses under this rule, and no course in which a grade of "B–" (2.75) or 
above was received may be repeated to improve the grade.  If this Graduate 
Bulletin specifically allows additional credit for repetition of a course, each 
repetition shall be used in computing the grade point average unless the student 
has prior permission from the Dean of Graduate Studies to take the course to 
improve the grade.  Grades earned at another institution cannot be used to 
improve a grade point average or eliminate a quality point deficiency at The 
Florida State University. 

A student is required to submit to the Office of the University Registrar a 
forgiveness repeat request using the FSyou! website at 
http://www.studentsfirst.fsu.edu or the signed form for grade forgiveness by the 
midterm date of that term in which the course is being repeated.  At any time 
prior to that midterm date, the student may also submit a written request to 
cancel the signed form for grade forgiveness for that course, but no change will 
be allowed after the midterm date. 

 
If approved by the Faculty Senate, The Office of the University Registrar will discontinue 
accepting applications from Graduate Students for use of the Forgiveness Policy at the 
end of Summer 2004. 
 
The “Grace Period” 
Current Graduate Students will have one academic year (Fall 2004-Summer 2005) to 
repeat a course normally eligible for application of the Forgiveness Policy with the 
option to petition their Academic Dean, after the 7th week of the semester in which the 
course is being repeated, to drop the first attempt reflecting a WD grade.  (This would 
be pro-rated so a student who has used the Forgiveness Policy once, gets one drop; 
the student who has not used the Forgiveness Policy gets two drops.) 


