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Distance Learning Committee: FSU Faculty Senate 
Meeting:     Feb. 26, 2004    10AM 

Minutes 
 
Committee Members Present: 
Cecil Greek, chair 
Eric Walker, College of Arts and Sciences 
Jayne Standley, School of Music 
Sandy Lewis, College of Education, UPC Chair  
George Bates, College of Arts and Sciences, GPC Chair 
Susan Fiorito, College of Human Sciences, UCC Chair 
 

Ex officio: 
 Director of the Office of Distributed and Distance Learning: Larry Dennis 
 

Guests: 
Carole Hayes, ODDL  chayes@oddl.fsu.edu 

Agenda Items Covered: 

 
1. Report on ODDL Activities by Larry Dennis 
 

a. Graduate programs fully online or coming online include programs in business, 
education, social work, criminology, information studies, and nursing. 

Question was raised as to whether all these programs were brought 
before the GPC for approval prior to their start up? 
 
 

b. Undergraduate completion programs include interdisciplinary social science, 
information studies (to be shut down), computer science, and nursing.  

Question was raised as to whether undergraduate programs that will allow 
completion of all required courses on-line should go before UPC for review 
or approval? 

c. Number of participants in ODDL summer workshops for faculty has increased 
each year for last 3 years. Workshops include use of Blackboard, advanced 
Blackboard usage, instructional enhancement, etc. 
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d. ODDL has begun a course redesign initiative aimed at modifying large 
enrollment undergraduate classes for online and hybrid delivery. First to be 
developed are courses nominated by faculty and programs ready to move in this 
direction. This is part of a larger movement at FSU to create hybrid courses 
(courses in which any class instruction time is replaced by online or software 
instruction). 

Discussion: All hybrid courses require the submission of a Form 2. ODDL 
assists in the development of Form 2 plans.  

e. There has been significant enrollment growth in online enrollments at the 
graduate level (now over 1000 students, representing 5 to 10% of all graduate 
enrollments). 

f. Discussions are underway at the University about the future use or 
replacement of Blackboard with another course management system. 
Alternatives include WebCT, Desire to Learn, and several open source initiatives. 

DL Committee recommends that the committee reviewing the laptop and 
wireless campus initiatives also be involved in the Blackboard review. 

g. Replacement of the eSUSSAI by eSPOT was discussed. This can be 
accomplished fairly quickly. Eric Walker’s committee will take this up at their next 
meeting.  

h. For latest info on ODDL: http://online.fsu.edu/fyi/ 

i. Larry Dennis will set up a Blackboard site for this committee. We can exchange 
documents, hold discussions, send email, etc. from this site.  

2. Review of existing Graduate DL Programs 
 
As a number of existing online graduate programs have now been up and 
running for 3 years or more, the GPC would like to begin to review these 
programs (as per the agreement at the time of their initial approval). 

The committee has been asked to assist in providing criteria for such reviews. 

Carole Hayes discussed ODDL’s ongoing collection of outcome information on all 
distance courses. Reports are available at the course, program, and aggregate 
university levels. The summer 2003 report was shared with the committee chair 
and portions of that report will be put inside the committee’s Blackboard site. 

Committee will work towards an agreed upon set of review criteria using a 
combination of items from GPC on-campus program review criteria and a 
number of items drawn from reviews of on-line programs at other institutions. 
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This will be the primary task at the next meeting. George Bates will assist in 
getting the committee GPC review criteria and Carole Hayes will assist with 
online review criteria and FSU outcome data.  

Discussion over how to compare quality of online and campus programs 
was held. As the faculty, library support, and course content are typically 
the same as the campus courses, factors such as faculty interactive time 
with students might be more important. Whether the online program is 
sustainable within resources available to the department is also a critical 
question? How is faculty teaching load apportioned between the on-
campus and distance programs?  

Items the Committee Wishes to Express to Faculty Senate: 

1. Approval on online Batchelor’s programs: 

Before an existing undergraduate degree or degree completion program can 
be offered completely in an online format, an approval by the Undergraduate 
Policy Committee should be required. The criteria for approval is to be 
determined by the UPC. 

2. Form 2 

The DL Committee wishes to remind all faculty and programs that the use of 
Form 2 is required for all courses, including hybrid courses, in which any 
scheduled class time is replaced by online or other computer-mediated 
activities. Form 2’s for undergraduate courses go to the UCC; Susan Fiorito is 
current UCC chair.  

3. Review of Existing Graduate Online Programs 

The distance learning committee is in the process of developing criteria for 
the review of existing graduate online programs. These criteria will be shared 
with the GPC, which is about to embark on reviewing these programs. The 
GPC gave conditional approval to several programs, with the proviso that 
they would be reviewed by the GPC after there first 3 to 4 years of offering 
their degrees.  

 

Next meeting: Next meeting is scheduled for Th April 8th in Hecht House, 
School of Criminology conference room at 10 AM.  

 


