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Program 

Where'er You Walk, from "Semele" ........ .... ...... ...... ... .. ... .. ........ ....... ...... Handel 

"Where'e r you walk, cool gales shall fan the glade; 
Trees, where you sit, shall crowd into a shade. 
Where'er you tread, the blushing flowers shall rise, 
And all things florish where'er you tum your eyes." 

Recitative and Aria: 

Che Faro Senza Eurdice, from "Orfeo'~ .. ..... ... .. .. .. ......... Christoph W. Gluck 
(1714- 1787) 

This recitative and aria tells of Orfeo's noble lament at having lost his 
wife, E uridice. 

II 

W ie Melodien Zieht es mir .... .... .... .. .............. ......... .. ..... ........ Johannes Brahms 
(1833 - 18 97) 

Melodies float through my dreams -- words become poetry. But both melody 
and poetry are inspired by Love. 

Der Schmied •.... ........... ............... ..... ...... ...... ... ............. ..... .... .. Johannes Brahms 

The ringing tempo of the blacksmith's hammer i s heard throughout this 
robust, romantic song. 

Die Forelle. .. ...... .............. .......... ... .. .... ............. ....... ...... ...... ....... Franz Schubert 

A little trout is playing in the brook. I stand on the bank and watch him 
with pleasure. A fisherman tries in vain to catch him, but at last deceit
fully disturbs the clear water and b e fore I know it the little trout is 
caught. 

Ave Maria ........ ... .... ... .. .. ..... ...... ...... .. ....... .. .... ....... .. ....... ....... ..... ... Franz Schubert 

Holy Mary -- purest maid. Hear my prayer, and look with compassion 
upon a pleading child. 

Der Erlkonig ..................•... ...... ............. ........ .. ..... .... .... ........... ... Franz Schubert 

A father rides in the night with his sick child. The child sees a vision, 
the "Erlking", and is afraid. He becomes delirious and tells his father 
the Erlking has touched him and harmed him. The father shudders and 
rides furiously, reaching the courtyard as the child lies dead in his arms. 



III 

Mon coeur S 'ouvre a ta voix, ....... •...... .... ..... ... .. ... ..•.. .... ... Camille Saint-Saens 
(My Heart at Thy Sweet Voice) from "Samson et Dalila" 

The false De lilah strives her utmost to persuade Samson to betray the 
s ecret of his miraculous strengths and with her allurements, tears, and 
prote stations of love plays havoc with his emotions. 

INTERMISSION 

IV 

Slumber Song of the Madonna .......................... .. .... .. ... .. .... .. . . . .. .. . Michael Head 

Seashell ... ......... ... ... .. ............. ...... ........ ... .... ... .... ..... .... .... ... ... .. ........... . Carl Engel 

The Daisies ...... ... ..... .... ... ........ .. ............... .. ... .... ....... ............... .... Samuel Barber 

Salangado ...... .. ............................................ ......... ... .......... . Composer Unknown 

(An old Creole song, composer unknown, in which a mother wanders 
through the swamplands, calling for her lost child, "Salangado" . ) 

Song of the Open Road .. .. .................... .... .. ...... .... .. ...... ............. Frank La Forge 

V 

Aria: Habanera, from "Carmen'.' ..................... .......... ............... Georges Bizet 

The Habanera is the first piece Cannen sings when she comes on the 
stage in Act I of the opera; it makes her cha racter and outlook clear 
from the first word: "Love is a bird that cannot be caged. It is a child 
of freedom and cannot be coaxed. But if I should love, you, I warn you, 
Beware! " She sings the aria to Don Jose. 

Aria: Seguidilla, from "Carmen'.~ .. .......... ... .. ..... ....... ..... .. .. ...... . Georges Bizet 

Cannen has been arrested after getting into a fight in the cigarette 
factory where she works. Don Jose has been ordered to guard her, 
awaitin g his orders to take her to prison. Cannen, seated upon a c hair 
and with her hands tied behind her back, sings the following enticing 
and provocative aria, ostensibly to herself: "Close by the walls of 
Seville, at my good friend Lilas Pastia's, I shall dance the Seguidilla. 
Yes, but to be alone is very boring, true pleasure begins when there are 
two. I have a dozen suitors -- but none of them really suit me. And here 
it is the end of the week; whoever would like to love me, I'll love him! " 

Southern Tour Direc tion: 
ALKAHEST CELEBRITY BUREAU, 

952 Peachtree Street, N. E., 
Atlanta 9, Georgia 



Biographical Sketch 

NELL RANKIN 

Leading Mezzo Soprano 
Metropolitan Opera Company 

PAUL PARMELEE at the piano 

The name NELL RANKIN is synonomous with great singing. The 
Metropolitan Opera's leading Mezzo Soprano, she towers over the world 
of vocal art today like a veteran, although she is only 32. Miss Rankin 
made her public debut at the age of 4 starring on her own radio program. 
She startled her parents at the age of 9 by announcing that she intended 
to become one of the greatest singers of her time. This seemed a 
remarkable forecast, when in 1950 her appearance on the European 
scene created a sensation. She became the first American in history 
to win the coveted first prize in Geneva's famous International Concours 
de Musique. From that moment the world-wide acclaim accorded Nell 
Rankin could find few parallels in the annals of music. She stars in 
virtually all the world's great opera houses: The Metropolitan, Milan's 
famous La Scala, Vienna State Opera, London's Covent Garden, the San 
Francisco and ·Chicago Operas, Mexico City Opera, Havana Opera, and 
many more. At the Metropolitan Miss Rankin has scored success after 
stunning success as Carmen, Amneris, Azucena, and Ortrud. The press 
of Europe and the Americas have acclaimed her "the greatest Carmen 
of our time." Miss Rankin appears constantly with the world's leading 
symphony orchestras. Her formidable vocal technique, extraordinary 
interpretative powers, and exciting stage presence, have made Nell 
Rankin a favorite of the world's concert halls and opera houses, and the 
leading mezzo soprano before the public today. 

In private life Miss Rankin is the wife of a prominent New York 
heart specialist. Between world- wide appearances, she divides her 
time among a luxurious Park Avenue apartment and her beautiful homes 
on Long Island Sound and the Gulf of Mexico. Her celebrated pet, 
King Tut, a domesticated jaguar, is often seen with Miss Rankin on her 
travels. 
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