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"DIE FLEDERMAUS" 

SYNOPSIS 

TIME: About 1873 - PLACE: Vienna, Austria 

ACT I Room at the home of Gabriel von Eisenstein 

ACT II Palace of Prince Orlofsky 

ACT III In the jolly jail 

ACT I 

Adele, the maid, complains of being a servant while Alfred, a former sweetheart 
of her mistress, Rosalinda, serenades outside the window. Adele, after reading 
a letter, supposedly from her sister, Sally, asks for the night off, but is refused. 
Alfred appears, but leaves after Rosalinda promises to see him again. Eisenstein 
and his stuttering lawyer, Dr. Blind, arrive discussing the j ail sentence that 
Eisenstein must serve. An old friend, Falke, comes to "cheer up the prisoner" 
by suggesting that Eisenstein spend his last free night at a ball to be given by 
Prince Orlofsky. After a fond farewell Eisenstein is "off to jail." (In white tie 
and tails). Adele gets the evening off, after all, and Alfred arrives to have 
supper with Rosalinda. Making himself comfortable in his host's dressing gown 
and night cap, he is mistaken for the real Eisenstein by Frank, the j ail warden, 
and carted off to jail by the warden after both have had a friendly sip of cham
pagne. As he leaves, he makes his role of Eisenstein even more convincing by 
passionately kissing his wife good-bye. 

ACT II 

Prince Orlofsky's guests are enjoying his fabulous party, but the young rich 
prince is bored. Falke promises him an evening of amusement as he sees played 
out "The Revenge of the Bat" by actors who do not suspect the plot. First 
there is Adele in her Mistress' gown. She doesn't know what it's all about, but 
she's going to stay, anyway, and be Olga, the actress. Then comes Eisenstein, 
posing as the Marquis Renard. "Olga" is insulted that the "Marquis" should 
think she reminds him of a chambermaid. Next to arrive is the Chevalier Cha
grin, none other than Frank, the prison warden. All await the arrival of the 
Hungarian Countess (Rosalinda) who m.ust stay masked because she has a jealous 
husband. Eisenstein tells with glee about the practical joke he played on 
Falke when he left him drunk and costumed as a bat in the woods to find his 
way home and be the laughing stock of the town. It never dawns on Eisenstein 
that The Bat is now having his revenge in a big way. The masked "Countess" 
flirts with the amorous "Marquis" and in the maneuvering gets away with his 
precious chiming watch as evidence. Like Cinderella, the "Marquis" and the 
"Chevalier" leave in a great hurry when the clock strikes out the hour. They 
have to be "somewhere else" at six o'clock this morning. 

ACT III 

Frosch, left in charge of the jolly jail tries to quiet the prisoner in No. 12 who 
sings tenor. No. 12 has demanded a lawyer, and Frosch has sent for Dr. Blind 
for "Eisenstein." Frank is not long in arriving, but the spell of the ball and the 
champagne is still with him. He is brought to earth when Sally and Adele appear 
to confess to him that Adele is not an actress, but a chambermaid. They still 
think he is a chevalier. The jail gets jollier by the minute and Frosch can 
hardly contain his delight as he ushers in the "Marquis," and then Dr. Blind. 
While the "Marquis" disguises himself as the lawyer in order to hear the con
fession of "Eisenstein," Rosalinda is ushered in. Upon being confronted with 
his chiming watch, the real Eisenstein is happy to hear from Falke that the 
whole thing was just a practical joke, "The Revenge of the Bat. " So everybody 
is happy at the end, even the bored young Count Orlofsky who is beginning to 
take an interest in the talented young actress, Adele, former chambermaid to the 
Eisensteins. 

THE END 
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