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By 2:121121 it was clear that the skeletal material in N15121/E57 
(the disturbed unit) was in fact from several different 
individuals. Some of the material, the loose scatter, is from an 
adult which we have already seen fragments of. This individual 
was clearly on the top of the rubber peat. Apparently a block 
had been lifted by the backhoe and then dropped the block 
remaining intact and this the skeletal block was in a disturbed 
content, but the remains were undisturbed. 

Several features of this burial make it very interesting. 
One is that it is the first clear association of skeletal 
material on the red rubber peat that we have observed. Secondly 
is clearly a single individual with virtually all skeletal 
material. Dave Dickel suggested that is very similar to some 
bundle burials he has seen from California. The cranium was 
crushed, the ribs are present as are the maJor long bones. 
Texturally, the material is more friable and more care was 
necessary in cleaning this burial than any we have seen to date. 
The rest of the skeletal material observed so far has been 
somewhat better preserved. 

By the end of the day, the burial was cleared enough for 
photography and remval, As Dickel was removing the cranium he 
observed in several of the cranial fragments a white apparently 
rlc'r,e s,:,i 1 material. Th is matet"'ial is vet ... y simi la't'" tc, lard 
texturally. It's very different from anything we have seen to 
this point. If you got a little bit on your finger and rubbed 
it, it had a distinctive greasy feel. One possible reason comes 
immediately to mind at Warm Mineral Springs Clausen has reported 
to have found preserved brain tissue. I have always been 
somewhat skeptical of this possibility. However my skepticism 
must be tempered slightly at this point. It is certainly not a 
typical soil type substance. The only location it's been found 
at this site is in" a cupped portion of the cranial material 
itself. It has apparently formed essentially a layer in several 
of the bone fragments. Dickel and Wheatley stayed after work to 
completely bag and remove all the material. The cranial portion 
was not disturbed and was bagged in one separate bag and sealed. 
If that substance is in fact of some sort of residue from brain 
tissue, chances are it would oxidize or change its structure very 
rapidly when exposed to air and warmer temperatures. When i 
returned to the apartment I called Dr. Joe Flowers of Altamonte 
Springs, who has been doing the water sampling for us, and 
discussed this material with him. I did not tell him what I 
thought it might be, but he came to~he conclusion it might be 
some sort of residue of brain tissue. Even if its not, it is 
well worth certain specialized handling which I discussed with 
him. It was decided the safest most conservative course of 
action was to keep it bagged and submerse the bag in water, 
forcing the air out and refrigerate the material rather than 
freeze it. He stated there are several lab test which might be 
appropriate to determine some of the chemical nature of the 
mate't"ial. This mc,rrdy".g I packed the mate't"'ial, bag arid all, irl 
ice and took it to Dr. Flowers. 



He was very curious about it and feels several tests would 
be appropriate. After removing the (crass) equivalent of two 
tsp., he plans on running an infrared scan and subsequently doing 
a gas chromotragphy study of the material. He stated that if it 
is a organic material, it should show nitrogen bonding in some of 
the chemical test. He concurred that caution and handling was 
recommended and will be running the infrared this afternoon. We 
should know shortly what the results of this are. I also spent 
an hour on the phone attempting a company that might have a 
conveyor system to assist us in removing the soil from the 
excavation area. At the present time we put all the peat into 5 
gallon plastic buckets, fill approximately 30 of them, and then 
form a human chain passing one bucket from person to person, then 
dumping it outside of the excavation area. It is effective but 
extremely slow and labor intensive. At this time the best I 
have been able to find are additional names of people to talk to 
who might have such equipment. One person I'm waiting to talk to 
is Mike Demato with Julian BenJamin company in Jacksonville, Fl. 
Mr. Demato was not in when I called him and I will call him later 
this afternoon. Several additional units have been opened and 
one or two more fragments of the floating skeletal material hav 
been recovered in the red brown peat. We put together a data 
form for excavation by levels to better maintain our excavation 
control in this area. I also bagged some of the matrix from the 
burial and sent it to Beta Analytic. I talk to Dr. Tammers and 
told him the material was coming by Federal Express and requested 
that they rush process the material. I also left samples of the 
red brown matrix with Dr. Flowers. The elder Dr. Flowers has 
extensive experience with soils in this area. The younger Dr. 
Flowers suggests the shell in the red brown peat would reduce the 
acidity of all the peat, thereby improving the preservation 
potential of the typically acid peat. The carbon date should 
provide a basal date for the lower excavation levels. We are 
moving somewhat more slowly than I would like and we are trying 
to instill greater enthusiasm in the crew and make it move more 
rapidly. How successful this will be, we are not certain, but 
we're certainly going to make efforts in that direction. A 
backhoe operator came by today, and moved our backdirt that we 
have been stockpiling on the edges of the pond. Bill Tanner said 
he would have the Jet pump on site on Thursday and we can begin 
the well point system on the south side of the pond. On the trip 
over to Orlando r noted that virtually all the bodies of standing 
water are down about a foot. This is no doubt a consequence of 
the long interval without rain. I anticipate increased seepage 
in the south side unless we install the well point system~ If we 
get rain in the next few days, this problem becomes~ramatically 
apparent. It will probably not impact the area we are working in 
now, but it is a problem that needs a firm resolution. r earlier 
took measurements and estimate that if we can obtain a conveyor 
belt , system it would need to be capable of lifting soil between 
16 and 20 feet and be between 50 and 60 feet long. Hopefully 
something can be arranged along this line. Dickel has spoken 
with the crew about the necessity of increasing our rate of work 
and I will do the same on Thursday morning. Hopefully we can get 
the message across to them that greater productivity is 
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absolutely necessary. Susan -Fell from the Dean's Office at FSU 
called today and said that Frank Alvarez out of the Board of 
Regents Office, had to know whether or not we intended to obtain 
additional fundign to keep the budget number open. I told her 
that yes, we intended to attempt to obtain additional funding at 
the minimum level of two hundred thousand dollars from the 
Legislature. I also told her that we anticipated several more 
years of work and it would not be finished in the 84-85 schedule. 
Dan Dibaka was unable to come to work today due to a death. A 
crew of Cochran and Harris will work on the hammock today_ Once 
that is completed we will begin doing profile drawings of the 
large excavation units. This will be an addition to the study 
that Tom Penders is performing. I spoke to Carole Keenan and she 
said she had received the appointment papers etc. on Harris, 
Debaka, Lavoy. There was still a problem. Debaka does not have 
a copy of social security card, and she said she would check on 
the per diem checks, and check on the reimbursement check. 
Anderson Rental said they would empty the Porta John, but they 
have not. Late in the afternoon, I called Flowers Lab, and he 
had not finished running the analysis. Lynn Hansel came by the 
site at the end of the day. I mentioned to him my difficulty in 
finding a conveyor belt system. And he said he would think upon 
it and see what he could turn up. 


