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I am to speak briefly, on the subject "Does College Educate 

Women for Living," and what ' the State College for Women of 

Florida is doing in this respect, especially in home econo~ics, 

' " family finance and home making in general. I may say, to start~,. 

with that all colleges are or should be builders of life. In 

College a student gets acquainted with the great contribution 

that the best thinkers through the centuries past have made 

toward an understanding and an appreciation of the life of the 

spirit and of the creative processes of the cosmos. And all pro

gressive civilization depends upon a knowledge of these contribu

tions; depends upon sound and clear thinking which in its essence 

is scholarship translated into terms of Life; and in this transla-

tion into terms of life the home has its place in the front line. 

In a college library we have the choicest treasures that 

have been produced by the mind and spirit of man, and in the 

laboratories we have the facilities to get a keener and broader 

insight into the great creative processes of God in the cosmos, 

and in the studios we have the facilities to interpret the funda-

mentals of beauty in music and art. And all these ideas and acti

vities if properly direct&and pursued will express themselves in 

a fine creative life of today, a life that is the very basis of 

good citizenship and of a cultivated home. 

To achieve these ideals the faculty of a college must be COID-

posed of men and women who have outlook and vision based upon 

sound scholarship:- they must be builders of life. They must see 

with a clear insight that teach i ng which means the building of 

the intellectual and spiritual life into the mind and heart of 

youth, is not a job, but as President Eliot put it, it is "a 
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privilege which the angels of heaven might envy mortals." For you 

may take the wings of the morning and go to the uttermost parts 

of the earth and you can find nothing more charmingly beautiful 

than the face of a child or a youth the expression of which is an 

index of the living God within. 

Students do not go to oollege to get grades and credit hours, 

whatever value that method of keeping r ecords may have toward 

checking and guiding the process of learning. The student and 
a 

teacher must farro/partnership in the quest for truth and for 

beauty, both in the cosmos and in t he life of the spirit, and 

build these ideals into the student's heart so that it all will 

express itself in the finer' human touch. 1!'or, after all , it is 

the Spirit that quickeneth. 

There is a tendency to over emphasize the idea that students 

must learn to make a living, that is, make a living in the sense 

of earning money. That, of course, is very important. But it is 

more important that they build that finer and larger and richer 

life which is the basis of successful living and, of course, of 

a successful home. It is that spiritual side which forms or 

must form the background of all professions and all business 

enterprises so that they m.ay function on a high level of human 

service and so express themselves in terms of the tfcommon good." 

To the ext ent to which we place all our enterprises and activi-

ties on this high ~piritual level we face fonvard in the march 

of civilization. As a great scientist has put it, however im-

portant it may be to have a knowledge of the stratosphere of the 

cosmos, it is more important to know the stratoahere of our in-

tellectual and spiritual li~e. And we must remember the words of J 

Great Prince of the S-") iri t when he said, nSeek ye first the 
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kingdom of God and all these things shall be added unto you. n 

It is a function of a college to help the st~ dents to build 

into their hearts and minds the light of life so that they will 

go out into the world no~ only as people who can earn more money, 
I... 

valuable as that is, but they will go out as ambassadors of the 

Spirit. The light of life that is given them in their college 

days they will pass on to the coming generation and so in the 

words of Robert Bro'wning: 

n ---------- they give forth 

A like cheer to their sons* 

~~li th a radiance thy deed was the germ of. U 

*( and daughters) 
, 

Since the great majority of students in a woman's college 

will be the homemakers in the years to come it is of course im-

portant that that place should have careful recognition, always 

with a definite consciousness that beautiful homes can be built 

and maintained only by ftbeautiful people,ft and in the words of a 

great poet, there is nothing more beautiful in the world than a 

beautiful soul . The very basis of a cultivated home is a proper 

insight into the truth and the beauty of the spiritual life and of 

the cosmos and an ability to harness the great creative processes 

of God "~~~_toward a more 

comfortable and successful life and toward an environment of 

beauty in the home and in the community . 

And as to the question 'what the Florida State College for 

Women is doing in the building of a bultivated home, I may say 

that the college has as its fundamental aim first of all to ac

quaint the student with those principles which make a cultivated 



and beautiful life, for this is the basis of a cultivated home. 

In the freshmen and sophomore years the student gives most of her 

time to general integrated courses such as the humanities, a 

course which g ives a general insight into literature, philosophy 

and art with an emphasis on what they contribute to the finer life 

of the Spirit; a course in history and a course in the social 

sciences which acquaint the student with the conditions and prob-

lems of modern life; a course in the physical sciences and a 

course in the biological sciences which give the student an in-

sight into the fundamental principles of the cosmos and what a 

knowledge of these truths eeutribllte contributes to modern life. 

And every student during her junior or senior year must take a 

course in Family Life which acquaints her with the fundamentals 

t hat make for a fine and cultivated home. All the above courses 

are required irrespective as to ~he field in which a student 

wishes to do her major wor~, 

from any of these cours·es i 

student will be excused 

which she passes an exemption test. 

Every freshman is also reg ired to take a short course in health 

and personal hygiene given 

member of the faculty 

~fDUring t~ fr~s rrn; and 

dam to select one course in the field in which she is specially 

interested, but her specialization begins really with her junior 

year, when she c~ select her major in any field of study offered 

by the College. L:f a student majors in music she need not take 

all the integrated courses but she is required to take the course 

in Family Life~un~ he cran pa the genera~ a~hievement 

in th...i e Btl • '&04; -
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In the School of Home Economics here at the College the 

student under the very best of leadership and with the very 

best equipment pursues those studies that specially pertain to 

the home. She gets not only a thorough acquaintance with the 

problems of adequa}e d~t and sanitation, and with the problems 
rvtJ' b ~ • 

of the necessary financial needs and resources and the furnish
/' 

ings of a good home, but also with the problems of making the 

best use of the resources available. ~phasis is also placed 

upon a proper appreciation of beauty, especially as it pertains 

to the home and its environment. Students alsostudy the problem 

of clothing, as to quality, cost, and beauty, for the item of 

clothing is a necessary part not only of the budget of the home, 

but also o:f the whole atmosphere of a beautiful family life. 

The College has a beautiful home management house where 

students can spend in groups of five or six some five or six 

weeks ~ residence. While they live there they manage the 

house under the supervision of a specially trained member of 

the faculty. Here they get first hand practical information 

and experience not only as to the needs and comforts of a good 

home as to equipment, resources, nutrition, sanitation, etc., 

but they have social arrangements so that they get first hand 

information and experience as to the social functions of a 

good home. And many of these students in the field of Home 

Economics become leaders in their communities as teachers, 

home demonstration workers and active workers in civic organiza-

tions in the building of comfortable and beautiful homes. 
'-J2,.J ~ ,. 

In the field of Education learns the basic psychological 

and practical principles that make for high class efficiency in 

understanding and guiding children. The College operates a 
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laboratory demonstration school with an enrollment of 350 children 

where a student gets first hand training in observation and practice 

under high type leadersbip. Here she gets first hand contact with 

children. She gets stimulus toward that finer human touch with 

child.ren which is fundamental for the buil ding of a finer life. 

She gets an insight into child life such as not only every teacher 

must have for successful teaching but every parent must have in 

the bUildf )1tr a fine and cultivated home and family life. 

In addition to first class laboratory and class room facili

ties/and library facilities in a very beautiful library building, 

the College has recreation ,facilities that have been pronounced 

by national experts as amongst the best anywhere. We have a large 

magnificent Physical Lducation Building with a large and lovely 

swimming pool that has every sanitary facility and the building 

is equ~pped throughout with the best equipment available. The 

College has six basketball courts; twelve tennis courts, four 

of which are equipped with electric lights; eleven volley ball 
an~ archery range; 

courts; four shuffle boardsl/and a large field for volley ball 

and soccer. To these facilities a golf course will be added soon. 

Moreover, on a beautiful lake four miles from the campus the 

College has a beautiful camp with three modern camp buildings 

equipped with electric lights, water and plumbing, and large 

screened porches upstairs for sleeping and dowstairs for social 

purposes, where some 80 to 100 students can spend weekends out of 

doors in swimming, boating and hiking and where several hundred 

students can spend or evening in outdoor life. In 

this . field of work students are also given opportunity to learn 

the principles of first aid and of scouting and recreational 
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• f leadership. Transportation to the camp and the use of the camp 

is given to the students by the Coilege without additional 

~e. All this is given not only for the immediate and temporary 

benefit of the students, but it is also planned as a fundamental 

policy in the creating of leaders in the building of a happy and 

a successful recreational life into the children in their homes in 

future years and into the children in other homes of the community 

where they may live. For a proper understanding of recreational 

facilities for young people is a fundamental principle of a good 

and successful home since sucb activities are an essential part of 

the life of children and of youth. 

Moreover , the College has an infirmary where students get the 

very be~t care as ~o~}~~r heal~h by fa competent medical staff. And 
wpC' I ~ ~ fA t, ~i- ;:., A, .} 7 -fp 'i • tI '\ 

the dining roomAis mahaged by a staff of highly trained dietitians. 

Here all meals are served on a thoroughly scientific nutritional 

basis and any student who needs a special diet for health reasons 

can get it under the direction Of a physician and a specially 
for 11.00 per week additional charge. 

trained dietitia~AThe whole atmosphere is such as should prevail 
./' I It 

---- * n a good home. The life in the r~sidence halls and sorority 

houses ia planned by a group cOTIposed of students and faculty 

~embers and is also such as prevaJls in a good home_ AI-- ~ 

I may also add that the campus of the College has r e ceived 

r ecognition from national leaders as one of the most beautiful 

campuses anyvvhere. This is maintained on the principle that to live 

in an environment of bsuty is as fundamental for the building of a 

beautiful life as is the 1.\fork in the classroom. and in the laboratory. 

e maintain our carn.pus in harvnony with bEa.1tiful Flori(la, and beauty 
'c. ::. 

of environment is one of the choice character~t~of a beautiful home. 
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