
EXAMPLES OF SERVICE TO THE STATE BY FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 

1. Here are some statutory provisions for the authorization of service activ-

ities by Florida State University. They appear in Volume 1 of FLORIDA STATUTES 

1951, and they were enacted by the 1919 Legislature: 

CHAPTER 240: BOARD OF CONTROL 

240.05 Extension work authorized. --The state board of control shall 

extend the outside work of the educational institutions under its 

direction into all fields of human endeavor which, in its judgment, 

will best accomplish the objects expressed in Section 240.05-240.09. 

History. --Section 2, ch 7915, 1919; CGL 779. 

240.06 Board to gather information. --The board of control shall 

gather information on all subjects useful to the people of Florida, 

and carry it to them in ways that will help them most in the 

shortest time; spread knowledge among them by taking it to them in 

an attractive wayj stimulate thought and encourage every movement 

among the people for their mutual improvement. 

History. --Section 2, ch. 7915, 1919; CGL 780. 

240.07 Board authorized to enlarge work of extension divisions. 

The board of control may enlarge the work done by the extension 

divisions of the University of Florida, and the State University, as 

it may, from time to time, deem advisable, and employ all needful 

persons and appliances to carry on the work in the most efficient 

manner. 

History. --Section 3, ch. 7915, 1919; CGL 781. 

240.08. Duty of board ~ to students. --The board of control shall 

seek out, among all the schools of Florida, every student who may, by 
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nature, have a special aptitude and genius for some one branch of 

learning, and encourage him in the prosecution of the study of that 

branch, to the end that he may became an expert and a leader in that 

subject. 

History. --Section 4, ch. 7915, 1919; CGL 782. 

2. Florida State University offers many correspondence courses at the under

graduate level. They are general courses found in the Arts and Sciences curriCulum, 

and they are administered through the General Extension Division at the University 

of Florida at Gainesville. 

The Florida Federation of Women's Clubs has a program of self advancement which 

consists of the reading of selected books and the studying of correspondence courses. 

This program is planned to help the waman who is prevented by circumstances and 

not able to partiCipate in organized educational activities. Florida State Univer

sity was designated by the Florida Federation of Women's Clubs as the State Uni

versity which would be responsible for the operation of the home study courses. 

3. Each year Florida State University conducts many off-campus courses 

throughout the State. During the Fall of 1955, some 1,057 people are attending 

these off-campus courses which are scheduled fram Escambia County to Monroe County. 

A total of twenty counties in Florida are participating in this program. As many 

as forty-three counties have participated at one time. The program is limited, 

of course, by the number of faculty members available as instructors. The courses 

cover all sorts of subjects fram professional courses in Education to the problems 

of handling migratory children. Television courses, speech courses, nursing, and 

music are same of the types of courses. The off-campus courses are instructed by 

univerSity professors who travel from the campus at regular periods during the 

semester. These courses are administered through our own deans and the General 

Extension Division at Gainesville. 
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4. A great area of service to the people of the State lies in the field of 

conferences, short courses, and institutes conducted on the Florida State Uni

versity campus and use in the state. These conferences generally consist of 

meetings which are concerned with a central problem or theme. There is one held 

on Friday morning, the 18th of November, which is concerned with Problems of 

Education in Government. These conferences are of many varied types. Any problem 

which confronts the general public can become the subject for conference study; 

for example, the School of Business conducts during the month of September and 

October a conference on Advertising and Sales Promotion. Florida State University 

has on the average from three to five conferences and short courses on its 

campus each month. During the summer the Girls State and the Boys State conducted 

by the American Legion meet on the Florida State University campus. The Girls 

4-H Club also meets during the summer for its annual state conference. The Florida 

Congress of Parents and Teachers also met on Florida State University's campus 

last summer. These are examples of conferences, short courses, and institutes. 

5. Florida State University operates an instructional program for the United 

States Air Force on various air bases in Florida. This program is generally known 

as the Bootstrap Program. It is designed to afford the airmen an opportunity to 

progress toward a degree and, therefore, meet the educational requirement for 

advancement in rank. It is ~ educational program planned to up-grade the officers 

in the Air Force. The program is operating at Eglin, at Tyndall, and at other bases. 

From 1,000 to 1,500 airmen partiCipate in this program each semester. 

6. Florida State University also offers a broad program of instructional 

services to the people of the S.tate. Any professor on the campus who is an 

authority in his field is available as a consultant to any person who requests the 

service. Each year many of the professors advise businesses and industries, the 

public school system, and social agencies on the various problems which confront 

these areas of our SOCiety. 
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7. The State Highway Patrol conducts its training school for new officers 

on the Florida State university campus with the cooperation of the University. It 

has been a very successful program so far. 

8. Florida State university is in the process of developing a crime labora

tory on the campus in cooperation with the Attorney General's Office. 

9. Florida State University operates a speakers' bureau. This service per

mi ts clubs and organizations throughout the state to secure competent speakers on 

a great list of subjects, therefore, enriching the programs of these clubs and 

organizations. 

10. Professors and members of our staff participate in conferences and insti

tutes throughout the state upon request. This is a cooperative program which func

tions with other organizations and institutions. 

11. Florida State University conducts clinics in Psychology and institutes 

in Home and Family Life throughout the state. 

12. Many programs are developed on the campus which are of the consultant 

nature. These programs are open to the general public. The subjects of these 

programs are many and varied. They range from scientific discussions to musicaJ. 

programs. In addition, many organizations on the campus bring programs to the 

various sections of the State. An example of this is our Men's Glee Club which 

sings in many of the cities of Florida each year. 

The paragraphs above list various examples of the manner in which Florida 

State university is endeavoring to carry to the people of the State the resources 

of the institution. 

It is a well-known fact that there is a gap and lag between knowledge and 

its use. Philosophers have tried to explain this fact by stating that the 

young people learn the new knowledge, but they have to wait until they are old 

before they use it. The function of the State University in taking information 

and knowledge directly to the adult pop1,1lation is an attempt to shorten this lag 
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in time. 

Adult education is the coming field in America today. In the large metropoli

tant centers thousands of adults are attending evening classes, studying subjects 

at the college level. New York University, for example, has almost half of its 

students in its evening sessions. Here in our own state many adults are attending 

classes at night. 

We no longer can think of a university's function as being merely the training 

of young people. 
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