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GOOD WILL IS NOT ENOUGH 

The title of my talk was suggested to me by a book published 

several years ago by Bruno Bettelheim, Director of the Orthogenic 

School for Disturbed Children, at the University of Chicago. The 

book was ent.itled Love is Not Enough. In this remarkable book, 

Dr. Bettelheim tells parents that while love for one's child is 

important, .it is not enough. Coupled with this love there must 

be understanding of the child's l.im.itations, his potentialities, 

and, .if he is not adequate to the tasks of normal children of his 

age, then these qual.ities must be assessed with realism and 

understanding. 

In the setting of this evening w.ith our delightful visitors 

from abroad, perhaps we may assess with more clarity and perhaps 

w.ith more understanding our relations with our ne ,ighbors and 

friends, even perhaps w.ith our enemies. 

S ince the arrival of our visitors, we have been through a 

national election, w i t h much campaign oratory and at times 

acrimonious debate but with no real issue concerning the basic 

role of the U. S. in the world today. Both major parties acclaimed 

the dangers of communism; both blamed each other for our lack of 

prestige abroad, but the leaders of neither major party suggested 

that we should withdraw from the international scene w.ithin our 

shores to lead a life of isolation. 
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When I was a small boy in Georgia my mother was busily 

engaged in raising funds for the Methodist Missionary Society 

to send missionaries to China. Her brother. my uncle. some-

what startled both of us with his refusal to contribute to the 

campaign. "I could take most Chinese into the back sections of 

Colquitt County. Georgia. and make them weep." he said. It 

was true that th ,is was a poorly developed county. There were 

many ignorant people who did not send their children to public 

schools. and still others who kept them at home because of the 

economic advantage of having them work on the farms. 

I was con fro n ted th u s at a v e rye a r I y age by the still 

unresolved question of whether or not we should solve all of our 

own problems before we tackle others. or whether we should 

attempt to help others with their problems even before all our 

own are solved. 

Without making a case for Methodist missionaries in China 

before the first world war. I must say that I felt my mother had 

some concept of brotherhood and understanding which my uncle 

lacked. 

Problems of poverty and ignorance are not confined by the 

geographic or political boundaries of a city. county. state or 

nation. Compassion and understanding are no less compassion 

and understanding when directed toward Chinese rather than 

toward Georgians. 
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Many years later I was a student living in a pension in 

Paris and had made the acquaintance of two Armenian sisters 

who were also studying at the Sorbonne and living in the same 

pension. After getting to know them rather well and feeling free 

enough to discuss their country w ,ith them. I told them that. soon 

after the first world war. when I was quite young. I had saved 

my pennies to contribute to the starving Armenians. This may 

seem to you a very ungracious thing to say to two bright. attractive 

young women who had become my friends. but I assure you that it 

was said in friendliness and with nothing more than inquisitiveness 

on my part to know what their answer would be. Their answer 

was one of complete astonishment that a campaign had been con-

ducted in this country for the starving Armenians. They had not 

belonged to a class that needed help from anyone; they had never 

realized the great needs of their countrymen although they were 

simply nice. well-bred. young women who were the kind one might 

meet in any university community ,in the world at that time. 

I tell you these incidents only to explain to you a part of 

my own education in interna,t.ional affairs. Very early I began 

asking myself why we were sending missionaries to Ch ,ina. and 

somewhat later I sought to understand the complexities of the 

class structure in many parts of the world. 

My education in these matters is still going on. At times it 

has been slow and painful. yet it continues and needs to continue. 
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What has happ e ned in our country since the days of the 

.. .? mIssIonarIes . The war to make the world safe for democracy, 

the campai g ns for food and coal coaservat.ion with Hoover days 

durin g that war; a world wide depression, a second world war, 

and perhaps the be g innin g s of a third; sputnik and the race for 

outer space; today the mid-east and Berlin, explosive and pro-

vocative, 

The French novelist Balzac su g gested that life, like t he eve r -

rollin g sea, obliterates the waves as they come in and go out, and 

that new ones ar e always there, of similar ma g nitude and fo r c e to 

replace those which only a moment ago were ra g in g and pushin g us 

to seek safety. 

I reject the analogy of the sea to life, r e co g nizin g mean w hile 

the g reat forces of the stru g gle for power in every nation, the 

patriotism that too often becomes chauvinism, the greed of man, 

the ever-present problems of poverty and loneliness, despite the 

efforts of men of good will. 

I reject the cynicism of those who would withdraw within the 

narrow confines of our own borders and refuse to concern them-

selves with their neighbors. I re j ect also the unintelli g ent and 

uninformed charity of those who condescend to help others throu g h 

self love or throu g h a false sense of compassion. 

Blessed as w e are in this country with vast material wealth, 

w e have, as a nation had an uneasy conscience about our obli g ations 
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to those who enjoyed fewer of these benefits than we. To some 

the sharing of these material benefits with others has been 

acceptable only when, with it, went the complete acceptance from 

others of their dependence on us. For thes.e, true generosity and 

understanding are not comprehensible. 

To others, the sharing of our material benefits has been 

conditioned on our rights to high tariffs, to acts of self interest 

regardless of the international consequences. Their arguments 

sound highly rational, and the refuting of them makes one seem 

less than a patriotic citizen. 

For the great majority of the people of this country, thank 

God, there is a basic feeling that we do have international respon

sibility; that what we have in know-how and in material wealth 

gives us the deep and great responsibility to share with others the 

benefits with which God has blessed us so generously; to assist in 

alleviating, .if possible, the plight which geographic situations, 

years of misrule, false class structures, and other such fates 

have forced upon them. They know that the European refugee, the 

Chinese peasant, the mid-eastern Jew or Arab who finds himself 

in a dilemma of which he is not the author, these and thousands of 

others like them are all children before God. 

For these people, the handouts of Lady Bountiful are not the 

answer. For them, the will to work and achieve freedom and 

independence is the real and only problem. For them, intelligently 
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proud of their traditions a n d their cultures, t o grovel or to beg 

is repu g nant. 

We have heard the missionaries damned because of their lack 

of understanding of basic cultures and basic problems of economics 

in many instances. Yet we should not forget that they, like the 

modern economist advising a government were motivated by noble 

principles. That many of them were ineffective has sadly been 

proven. This does not mean, nonetheless, that many leaders of 

the present day world were not affected by the kindly and gentle 

lives w hich they unselfishly lead in foreign lands. 

Today, however. our approach to these problems has been 

greatly altered. We have come to realize that with the spiritual 

aid that goes to a people, there must be a full and sympathetic 

understanding of the underlying causes of economic needs. We ar e 

be g innin g to realize that with the material aid that goes to a 

people, there must be a sincere attempt to appreciate the cultural 

and intellectual maturity o f our friends and neighbors. If we have 

placed too much emphasis upon the material. we must remember 

that the need has been great. But a poverty stricken and oppressed 

people may be rich in cultural tradition and heritage. In inter-

national aid, the recipient as well as the benefactor posses sJ.1,.. 

integrity. 

We have come to realize that the fight for freedom must 

come from the people themselves in every land, that it is not a 
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fight which we can direct or lead. but rather often one in which 

we can lend a helping hand. 

Several years ago Indonesia. a country which has many 

problems of an economic nature. made a very important decision 

with reference to its relationships to the U. s. This country 

where the island of Java is teeming with millions of people whose 

need is pressing. refused to accept the aid of our country under the 

mutual security program. It was will.ing and anxious to improve 

the status of its cit.izens. yet it would not bring itself to make a 

pledge of mutual security with th.is country. The political consider-

a t ion s 0 f t hat dec i s ion. mom e n t 0 u sin its way. i s not th e sub j e c t 0 f 

our discussion this evening. but the fact remains that a shift was 

made by our government so that Indonesia became a member of the 

group assisted in the development of its natural resources through 

the point four program. 

It is through our point four program and, the United Nations 

agency for technical co-operation supported by many governments 

that the living standards of people throughout the world will be 

raised. It is through this kind of development that the true 

liberty among the peoples of the world will be realized. 

We have much to give. but let us never forget that we have 

much to learn. We hope that our international visitors have 

profited by their experience on this campus. I am sure that our 

lives are richer and fuller for having had them. And so within our 

personal limits. we say to them this evening au revoir. hasta la 

vista and auf wiedersehn. 
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